Speakers urge govt

STAFEF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a discussion yes-
terday urged the government
to withdraw its reservation on
articles 2 and 16.1.GA of
the
Elimination of All Forms of

Convention on
Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) to elimi-
nate all sorts of discrimination
against women as well as to
establish equal rights regard-
ing guardianship of children
and marriage and divorce
before submitting the 6th and
7th periodic government
report by December.

Giving the excuse of reli-
gious sentiments, the govern-
ment still keeps the reservation
on the articles, depriving halfol
the country's population of the
rights they are entitled to as per
international law and the
constitution, they added.

Representatives of Citizens'
Initiatives on CEDAW
Bangladesh, a national plat-
form of 38 rights organisations,
held the discussion on
'CEDAW and Bangladesh' at
Cirdap auditorium in the city
with a call for full implementa-
ton of CEDAW.

Although almost 25 years
have passed since Bangladesh
had signed the convention, the
government is yet to approve
all the articles of CEDAW, said

odic reports, the government
always pledges to withdraw the
reservation but that never
becomes a reality, said noted
human rights activist Dr
Hamida Hossain in her key-
note.

She stressed full implemen-
tation of the CEDAW and
incorporating the guidelines of
CEDAW into national law (o
ensure equal rights of women,
especially regarding ancestral
property and children’s guard-
ianship.

Emphasising dissemina-
tion of the government peri-
odic reports, Bangladesh
Mahila Parishad President
Ayesha Khanam said it Is
important to make public who
are preparing the report and
what does the report actually
contain to make the govern-
mentmore accountable.

Referring to the article 7 of
CEDAW, Ayesha Khanam said
the government should focus
more on political rights, espe-
cially the issues relating to

marginal women because
they have little chance to
reach the policymaking level.

"Although women in the

country are advanced socio-
economically, they are still
lagging behind in domestic
life since we always see
women facing discrimination
in family life or private life,"

Foundation.

She also said that the gov-
ernment should make it clear
why it is incapable to cancel
the reservation on the specific
CEDAW clauses.

The platform also placed a
set of demands, including
forming a gender equality
commission
women lawmakers and repre-
sentatives from
Commission and women
affairs ministry, appointing
more female teachers in all
academic institutions
creating women-friendly
environment, allocating more
funds to women healthcare
sector, taking steps to ensure
women rights on lands, initi-
ating more agriculture
programmes for women,
giving women agriculture loan
on easy conditions and ratify-
ing the United Nations
Convention on the Protection
of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of their

Families.

President of Women For
Women Salma Khan presided
discussion
addressed by Farah Kabir,
country director of ActionAid
Bangladesh, Advocate Salma
director of
Ranjan

aover

Ali,

the

executive
BNWLA,
Karmakar, executive director

and

Withdraw reservation
on CEDAW articles
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the speakers. said Shaheen Anam, executive of Steps Towards
While submitting the peri- director of Manusher Jonng Development.
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PHOTO: STAR
Syed Abul Maksud speaks at a discussion on bus and launch fare hike organised by Citizens' Rights
Movement atthe National Press Club in the city yesterday. (Story on Page 3)

World
Physiotherapy
Day observed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

World Physiotherapy Day was |

observed in the country as
elsewhere around the globe

on Tuesday with an aim to |
reach healthcare service to the |

doorstep of people, says a
pressrelease.

The theme of the day was
'‘Movement for Health'.

Different organisations
marked the day amid a series
of elaborate programmes in
and outside the city.

Bangladesh Physiotherapy
Association (BPA) organised a
procession and a discussion at
Savar.

Physiotherapists, physi-
cians and students attended
the procession which started
from Centre for Rehabilitation
of the Paralysed (CRP) and
ended at the same venue after
parading through different
streets.

BPA President Obaidul
Haque, Secretary General
Sohrab Hossain, BPA Adviser
Altaf Hossain Sarker, CRP
Founder and Coordinator
Valerie A Taylor, Executive
Emdad Moslem and
Bangladesh Health
Professional Institute
Principal Prof Hasan Ali were
presentat the rally.

Speaking at the discussion
after the rally, Sohrab said
around 10 percent people of
the total population are dis-
abled and half of them are
physically challenged who
require physiotherapy treat-
ment.

Stressing the need for
physiotherapy treatment in
the country, Valerie said the
treatment would be availat_:le
and employment opportunity
be created if the posts of phys-
jotherapists could be created
in the government hospitals.

Time has come (O thu}k
about the matter, she said
urging the government 10
create a separate physiother-
apy council for ensuring the
treatment standard.

Speakers at the programme
emphasised the importance
of establishing several physio-
therapy colleges im mediately.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Asian Development Bank
(ADB) Country Director Paul ]
Heytens met State Minister for
Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs
Dipankar Talukdar at his secre-
tariat office yesterday and
discussed the 2nd phase of rural
developmentprojectin CHT.

Presently, the first phase of
the project is being imple-
mented with the financial
assistance fromADB.

At the meeting, the state
minister stressed the need for
proper marketing of com-
modities produced in CHT,
development of road network,
supply of water during dry
season by harvesting rainwa-
ter, prevention of land erosion
and development of infra-
structure.

He also laid emphasis on
monitoring for proper imple-
mentation of the projects.

ADB Country Director Paul
] Heytens expressed his inter-
est to work on gender and
development policy dialogue,
gravity flow system for water
supply, infrastructure for
small irrigation scheme,
management of water irriga-
tion and sanitation.

Acting Secretary of the
ministry Masud Ahmed and
joint secretary (development)
Md Abul Hossain were present

at the meeting.

ADB started the four-year
first phase of CHT Rural
Development Project at a cost
of Tk 313 crore in 2001. The
project will be completed in

December.

Ambassador of Denmark
Einar Hebogard Jensen also
called on the state minister
and expressed interest In
providing cooperation in
developing physical infra-

Proper implementation

of CHT projects stressed
ADB official meets state minister

structure in the CHT region.

UNB, Dhaka

Light rain likely

WEATHER
i T O D APy

today.

unchanged over the country.

6:43am tomorrow,

at Cox's Bazar and Satkhira.

City/Town Temperature in
Celsius

Max Min
Dhaka 30.5 26.6
Chittagong 30.5 24.5
Rajshahi 29.3 24.8
Khulna 31.0 24.5
Barisal 33.6 25.5
Sylhet 33.1 25.4
Cox's Bazar 31.0 24.2

[l

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty or squally wind is likely to occur at many
places over all the six divisions in next 12 hours until 6:00pm

Moderately heavy to heavy falls are also likely to occur at
places over the country, Met Office said.
It also said day temperature may remain nearly

The sun sets in the capital at 7:07pm today and rises at

Country's highest temperature 33.1 degrees Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Sylhet and lowest 23.6 degrees Celsius

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

Humidity in
percentage
Morning Evening
79 89
85 88
98 98
92 93
84 88
95 77
96 95
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Cabinet
decides
to set up
hi-tech

park

Okays three bills

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The cabinet at a meeting
yesterday approved three bills,
including Bangladesh Hi-Tech
Park Authority Bill 2009, and
decided to set up a hi-tech
park to fulfil the Awami
League's electoral pledge to
build a "Digital Bangladesh' by
2021,

Two other bills are Mobile
Court Bill 2009 and Vested
Property Return (Amend-
ment) Bill 2009,

The hi-tech park would be
built on 232 acres of lands at
Kaliakoir in Gazipur. The land
ministry has started the infra-
structure development work
for the park at a cost of Tk 25
crore, the prime minister's
press secretary Abul Kalam
Azad told reporters after the
meeting,

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina chaired the meeting
held at the Prime Minister's
Office.

Process on to
hire 2 Boeing-
747 aircraft for
hajj pilgrims

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The process of hiring two
wide-body Boeing-747 aircraft
is under way to carry hajj
pilgrims to Saudi Arabia, the
civil aviation and tourism
minmster told the parliament
yesterday.

GM Quader replying to a
query from Awami League
lawmaker ABM Abul Kashem
said the tyo, Beging aircrafts
would add to"the'Bangladésh
Biman fleet to carry the pil-
grims.

The minister also told the
House that arrangements to
carry around 60,000 hajj pil-
grims have been made this
year.

Replyingto aqueryfromAL
lawmaker Moshtak Ahmed
Ruhi, the minister said Biman
made a profit of Tk 5.91 crore
in fiscal year 2007-08 after it
had been turned into a public
limited company.

The civil aviation and
tourism minister replying to
another question said a total
of around 2,65,905 foreign
passport holders visited
Bangladesh until December,
2008 of FY 2008-09 and the
government has earned US$
88.07 million dollars from this
sector.

The minister hopes the
earning will be increased to
USS$ 92.50 million in the next
financial year.

Appeal for help

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A four-year-
old Yasir
Nora Tl
Swadhin
has been
suffering
from blood
cancer for
last one year, says a press
release.

He is now undergoing
treatment at Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical
University (BSMMU) under
the supervision of Prof MA
Mannan.

Swadhin is staying at Ashiq
Shelter, a shelter for childhood
cancer patient at Hatirpul, as it
has become tough for his
father Abul Hashem to keep
his son at the hospital for
treatment due to financial
Crisis.

Hashem has already spent
about Tk 4 lakh for the treat-
mentofhisson.

According to the doctors,
Swadhin needs an amount of
about Tk 7 lakh for his treat-
ment.

But his father, a master
tailor and founder of a non-
government primary school,
is unable to arrange such a big
amountof money.

So he has made fervent
appeal to well-off people of
the society for financial assis-
tance to save the life ofhis son.

Contributions can be sent
to Abul Hashem, Savings
Account No 9385, Islami Bank
Bangladesh Ltd, Karwan Bazar

Branch, Dhaka.
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R PHOTO GRAMEEN BANK
ene Carron, centre, chairman of Credit Agricole, a leading French bank, with the borrowers of

Majhira branch of Grameen Bank in Bogra. A team of the bank led by Carron visited various field level
projects of Grameen Bank on Tuesday. Carron also attended the third Board Meeting of Grameen
Credit Agricole Microfinance Foundation hosted by Grameen Trust yesterday.

Man run over
by train at
Parbatipur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A man was crushed under the
wheels of a goods-laden train
here at Parbatipur upazila in
Dinajpur yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Shunil Chandra Roy, 28, son of
late Batashu Chandra Roy, of
Stationpara under the same
upazila.

BR police said the accident
occurred at 12:30pm when the
victim was crossing the rail
line near Bhabanipur railway
station with his cattle, but the
train ran over him.

'Pay salary,
bonus to
journos'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ) and Dhaka
Union of Journalists (DUJ) in a
joint statement yesterday
urged the owners of newspa-
pers, news agencies and elec-
tronic media to pay salary and
festival bonus to the journalists
and other staff before the Eid-
ul-Fitr.

They also urged the owners
who are yet to implement the
7th wage board to pay dues to
the journalists immediately.

Signatories to the statement
were BFUJ President Ruhul
Amin Gazi, Member Secretary
MA Aziz, DU] President Abdus
Shahid, and General Secretary
Mohammad Baker Hossain.

They also greeted journal-
ists in advance on the occasion
ofthe Eid-ul-Fitr.

TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

'Drop name of Bangladesh
from US watch list'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Human rights activists yes-
terday expressed their con-
CErn at Uy State
Department's annual "Traf-
ficking in Persons Report
2009' that termed
Bangladesh a source and
transit country for men,
women and children traf-
ficked for the purposes of
forced labour and commer-
cial sexual exploitation.

The US should drop the
name of Bangladesh from
its watch list for the sake of
the country's manpower
export sector, said Salma
Ali, chairman of Action
Against Trafficking and
Sexual Exploitation of
Children (ATSEC), at a press
conference at the National
Press Club.

In its report, the US State
Department placed
Bangladesh on the Tier 2
watch list, saying that "Ban-
gladesh does not comply
with theé minimum stan-
dards for the elimination of
‘trafficking.” ot o

ATSEC Co-chairperson
Masud Dhali said the state-
ment that the government
did not take any steps to
stop human trafficking is
WIONg.

The rights activists also
urged the US State
Department should give
guidelines on how to stop
human trafficking and
ensure safe migration,

instead of blaming the coun-
try for “insufficient steps to
stop human trafficking".

The Trafficking in Persons
Report, which was pub-
lished on June 16 worldwide,
also said that Bangladeshi
law enforcement officials
identified 251 trafficking
victims and referred 204
victims to care facilities run
by the government or NGOs.

ATSEC Bangladesh organ-
ised the press conference.

Ganja seized
at Benapole,
one arrested

A CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

BDR jawans seized two kg
ganja (cannabis) and arrested
a smuggler in this connection
from Durgapur area of
Benapole yesterday.

Acting on a tip-off, they
raided Durgapur area and
recovered the ganja and

Shop
employee
kills fellow

worker

Domestic help found
dead

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A shop employee killed his
fellow worker over a trifling

matter at a motor parts shop

in the city's Sayedabad area
yesterday while the police

recovered the body of a teen-
age domestic help from a
house at Dholaipar in
Kadamtali.

Mohammad Sajib, 18, an
employee of New Sumi
Enterprise at Sayedabad bus
terminal, died after Rubel,
another employee of an
adjacent shop, kicked him in
the abdomen during a quarrel
around 3:00pm, the police
said.

The quarrel took place
over arranging car batteries
and other parts in front of the
two shops.

were not in the shops during
the incident, the police
added.

On receiving information,
the police rushed to the spot
and arrested Rubel.

In the other incident, the
body of domestic help
Shahnaz Akter, 17, was
found hanging from a ceil-
ing fan with a scarf at the
flat of Mushfiqur Rahman
Milon at East Dholaipar.

No-one was in the flat at
that time as Milon, an
employee of Dhaka
Education Board, and his
wife Kamrun Nahar, a
banker, went to their offices
after locking the door from
outside.

Kadamtali police broke
open the door of the flat on
the second floor of a five-
storey building around
5:00pm and recovered the
body.

The police, however,
could not ascertain the

motive behind the suicide.

Local people informed
the police after they saw a
‘body hanging in the flat.

arrested Liton Roy, son of
Bishu Pada Roy of Nawapara
in Jessore, for possessing the
illegal item which was smug-
gled in from India.

The arrestee had been
smuggling ganja, wine and
other narcotics from India for
long. He supplies those items
to different areas of the coun-
try.

A case has been filed with
Benapole Police Station.
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PHOTO: STAR

(From left) Prof Anisuzzaman, Abdul Gaffar Chowdhury, Ambassador Waliur Rahman and Prof Syed
Anwar Hossain hold copies of a book on 'Islam and Shariah' written by noted researcher Hasan
Mahmud at its publication ceremony at Bilia auditorium in the city yesterday. Bangladesh Heritage
Foundation and Bangladesh Research and Publications Ltd organised the event.

Khairuzzaman not returning

FROM PAGE 16
Bangladeshi, who has been

living in Malaysia for 15 years
and maintains a close relation
with him, told The Daily Star last
week.

He said Khairuzzaman is
staying at a home in Ampang
Jaya area in Kuala Lumpur since
the Bangladesh government
asked him to return about five
months ago.

Khairuzzaman is one of the
1,646 Bangladeshis, who either
have already got or applied for
homes in Malaysia. So far,
12,566 foreigners have applied
in the second home scheme
and Bangladeshis rank second
behind the Chinese with2,131.

Newly-appointed
Bangladesh High
Commissioner to Malaysia
AKM Atiqur Rahman told The
Daily Star at his high commis-
sion office last week, "As far as |
know, heis in Kuala Lumpur.”

"As he has decided to stay
here for several years, he is
planning to set up business in
Kuala Lumpur,” said another
Bangladeshi, adding that the ex-
army officer is also maintaining
close contact with opposition
BNP leaders in Dhaka.

The government has mean-
time decided to take punitive
actions against the former army

officer-turned-diplomat for
violating official orders to return
to Dhaka. Implicated in the jail
killing case filed in connection
with the slaving of four national
leaders on November 3, 1975,
Khairuzzaman has been
absconding since handing over
his diplomatic charge following
an official order to return to
Dhaka and join the foreign
ministry.

The foreign ministry gave a
final order asking
Khairuzzaman to join the head-
quarters by March 7 but he did
not comply, a serious violation
of service rules. Instead, he
sought medical leave until July
3, 2009, the day of his leave
preparatory to retirement
(LPR), but the ministry turned
down his appeal.

The government has
cancelled his diplomatic pass-
portaswell.

Speaking at a gathering of
journalists, television and radio
crew, travel agents and corpo-
rate guests in Mines Wellness
Hutefuin Kuala Lumpur on
August 31, Chairman of
Tourism Malaysia Datuk Victor
Wee came up with the figures of

Bangladeshis having applied for
homesinMalaysia.

Tourism Malaysia invited
participants from across the

world, including Bangladesh for
a mega familiarisation
programme in conjunction
with the 52nd independence
day of the country to promote
tourism in Malaysia.

The Malaysia My Second
Home programme is an inter-
national residency scheme
enacted by the Malaysian gov-
ernment to allow foreigners live
in the country under a long-
term visa of initially of up to 10
years and then renewable for
life.

As required, an applicants
below 50 years is to show
monthly income above
RM10,000 and liquid assets
above RM500,000 from any
bank in the world. Aftera period
of one year, the applicant can
withdraw up to RM150,000 for
approved expenses relating to
house purchase, children's
education in Malaysia and
medical purposes. A minimum
balance of RM150,000 must be
maintained from the second
year onwards and throughout
the stay in Malaysia.

Applicants 50 years old and
above are required to show
monthly income above
RM10,000 and liquid assets
above RM350,000 from any
bankin the world.

Shahnaz had been work-
ing in the flat for over four
years, the police said.

Both the bodies were
sent to Sir Salimullah
Medical College morgue for
autopsy.

Qulkhwani

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Qulkhwani
of Ahmed
Faruohk
Hasan,
deputy
editor of the
d a k-1
Jugantor,
will be held at the daily
Jugantor office at 4:00pm
today, says a pressrelease.

Relatives, friends and
admirers are requested to
attend the programme and
pray for salvation of the
departed soul.

A condolence book has
been opened at the Jugantor
office in memory of Faruk
Hasan.

Death anniversary
STAR CORRESPONDENT

Today is the second death
anniversary of Begum Farida
Rouf, former lawmaker,
organising secretary of
Bangladesh Mahila Awami
League and wife of Gono
Forum Presidium Member
Abdur Rouf, says a press
release.

On the occasion, milad
mahfil and special prayers will
be held at her residence at
House No # 11, Road No # 33,
Sector No # 7 at Uttara in the
city and at Bakdokra
Swadhinata Chattar in Domar
upazila under Nilphamari
after Asr prayers.

Dr KMohiuddin Ahmed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
second
death anni-
versary of
Dr
Mohiuddin
Ahmed,
founder of
the K Mohiuddin Specialised
Hospital in Daudkandi, says &
pressrelease.

The hospital will offer free
treatment to patients, mark-
ing the day. A milad and doa
mahfil will be held at his resi-
dence in Gouripur Bazar after
the Maghrib prayers.

Relatives, friends and
admirers have been requested
to attend the milad and pray
for salvation of his departed

soul.
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