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Merkel defends
Afghan mission

DHAKA WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2009
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The blasts followed a series of bombings on patrols near the restive oil hub city of Kirkuk,

Monday that left 22 people dead nationwide,
on what was the worst day of violence since the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan began more

than two weeks ago.

The US deaths in northern Iraq and in
Baghdad culminated in the highest number ol
American soldiers killed on a single day since
April 10, when five died in a truck bomb attack

in Mosul

Three of the Americans died when a home-
made bomb struck their patrol in the north of
the country, a US army statement said without

giving further details.

The fourth US soldier was killed by a similar
explosive device while on patrol in southern

Baghdad.

US combat troops withdrew from Iraqi
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officials said.

Lieutenant Colonel Zaid Hussein, the top-
ranking officer in Amerli town, and three col-
leagues died when a roadside bomb struck
their convoy, said Colonel Hussein al-Baiti, a
seniorofficer in Kirkuk.

Four more police were killed when a road-
side bomb struck their patrol in the south of the

province, Baiti said.

Kirkuk, a mixed city of Arabs, Kurds and
Turkmen 255km north of Baghdad, is the capi-
tal of the province of the same name,

Tensions between the Iragi national govern-

ment and the autonomous northern Kurdistan
region over control of the disputed province

remain high amid fears that a conflict could

eruplt.

unpopular mission ahead of
elections on September 27,

"Bvery innocent person
killed in Afghanistan is one oo
many,” Merkel said in aspeech
to parliament. "Any innocent
person killed or hurt, includ-
ing through German actions, |
deeplyregret.

"It Is important to me as
German chancellor to express
this today, and to the Afghan
people, and I think I say this in
all your names,” Merkel told
deputies, promising a "open”
enquiry.

"I will ensure that we will
notputagloss onanything.”

German Chancellor Angela Merkel (R) addresses the lower house of parliament (Bundestag) at the
Reichstag in Berlin yesterday. Merkel said she "deeply regrets” any innocent victims in Afghanistan,
afteran airstrike last week ordered by a German commander left scores dead.
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Palestinian labourers work on a new housing project at the Jewish settlement of Tekoa, south of the
West Bank city of Bethlehem on Monday. Israel gave the go-ahead to build hundreds of new homes in
settlements in the occupied West Bank, defying warnings that the move jeopardises any resumption

of Middle East peace talks.

Khamenei asks
Ahmadinejad to
listen to criticism

AFP, Tehran

Iran's supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei told
President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad to listen to
"benevolent criticism” as the
hardliner began another term
in office amid opposition
claims his re-election was
fraudulent.

"There is internal criticism
backed by foreign media with
the aim of sabotage but there
is also benevolent criticism
which may not come from
supporters of the government
but they contain good com-
ments,” Khamenei said in a
meeting with Ahmadinejad
and his cabinet, state telewi-
sion reported.

He called on the govern-
ment to have its "ears open to

criticism.”

Also on Monday a leading
Iranian conservative elerical
group told Ahmadinejad to
avoid "provocative” com-
ments, in a first such message
to the hardliner whose dis-
puted re-election has bitterly
divided the political elite.

"We ask the president and
the government to seriously
try to solve people's problems
and the country's economic
and social issues and avoid
talking about unnecessary
and provocative issues,” the
Society of Militant Clergy said
Inastatement.

“The comments made and
the disrespect committed in
the debates, speeches and
rallies before and after the
election caused divergence,"
said the statement carried on
theirofficial website.

Russia denies
Arctic Sea
carried missiles
§@AraAN s wheo

AFP, Moscow

Russia yesterday vehemently
denied that a cargo ship whose
supposed seizure by pirates
sparked an international
mystery was carrying sophis-
ticated Russian anti-aircraft
missiles bound for Iran.

Russian investigators
inspected the Arctic Sea cargo
ship and found nothing but
timber, despite reports it may
have carried a secret arms
shipment, Interfax and RIA-
Novosti news agencies
reported.

A British newspaper
reported at the weekend that
the Arctic Sea had been carry-
ing a batch of S-300 missiles, as
conspiracy theories swirl over
the ship's mysterious disap-
pearance and reappearance.
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Gaza offensive may cost
Palestinians $4b: UN

AFP, Geneva

The Israeli military offensive
in the Gaza Strip in December
and January caused four billion
dollars of losses to the
Palestinian economy, a UN
think tank said yesterday.

Overall, the losses repre-
sent "three times the size of
the Gaza economy,” said
Mahmud Elkhafif, coordina-
tor of the UN Conference and
Trade and Development's
(UNCTAD) assistance
programme for the
Palestinians.

“Initial estimates put the
economy's direct and indi-
rect losses at around four
billion dollars (2.8 billion
euros), including the costs
associated with cushioning
the humanitarian impact of
the military campaign of
around one billion dollars,”
UNCTAD said inareport.

Some 88 million dollars
was wiped off GDP due to the
halt in economic activity
alone in Gaza, it said.

Direct. losses, incl_uding
damiagé 'to infrastructure,

public buildings, power and
water supplies, as well as lost
raw material stocks could
reach 2.5 billion dollars, it
added.

The losses in Gaza came
after "another lost year for
Palestinian development” in
2008 as the overall Palestinian
economy lost ground for the
ninth straight year, according
to UNCTAD.

Although real gross
domestic product was in
positive territory with two
percent growth, GDP per
head fell by 1.2 percent, it
added.

"The continued isolation
of the occupied Palestinian
territory under a tight Israeli
closure policy and blockade of
Gaza has further fragmented
theeconomy,” the report said.

The report noted that the
closures "deepened
Palestinian economic depend-
enceon Israel.”

Elkhafif said agriculture and
industry "are basically shrink-
ing" in Gaza, where about 90
percent of the population live
in poverty.

Obama faces key test
in healthcare speech
to Congress

AFP, Washington

President Barack Obama,
whose approval ratings have
taken a hit, prepares to
address Congress Wednesday
in anattempt to regain control
of healthcare reform, one of
his top legislative priorities.

Obama's speech comes
after many legislators were
heckled by irate health insur-
ance reform opponents over
the summer at public forums
on healthcare, dubbed "town
hallmeetings.”

The speech is a crucial test
for Obama, who also faces a
drop in support for the war in
Afghanistan as security deteri-
orates and casualties rise in
the eight year-old conflict.

Obama's healthcare
reform plans -- a key plank of
his 2008 presidential cam-
paign -- face trouble especially
over "public option” plans,

which supporters.say are. .
necessary to keep'the insuf-" "cenury,” the president said.

ance industry honest and help
cover the 46 million uninsured
Americans.

The debate has dented
Obama's popularity: a Pew
Research Centre poll released
Friday has the president's
approval rating dropping 10

points, to 52 percent, since his |

100-day mark in April.

The economy however was |

giving some encouraging
signs, with the number of job
losses decreasing in August.
On Monday, Labour Day In
the United States, Obama told

sources said today.

Personnel of 12th
Maratha Light Infantry
patrolling Mokot hilly area
were fired upon by the Kuki
militants at around 7:00 PM
lastnight.

In the ensuing encounter,
four Kuki militants were
killed, while some managed
Lo escaped. Over 300 persons,
including militants, have so
far been killed in militancy-
related incidents in Manipur
this year.

13 missing after

helicopter crash
AFP, Almaty

Thirteen people were miss-
ing Tuesday after a Kazakh
border patrol helicopter
crashed in a remote region
in the south of the Central
Asian state, the state secu-
rity services said.

All on board were mem-
bers of the state security
service (KNB, ex-KGB),
which is responsible for
border security, a spokes-
woman told AFP.

Bomb hoax causes
panic in Delhi

ANI, New Delhi

There was panic in Delhi
following anonymous call
that bombs were placed at
three important buildings-
Vikas Minar, NDMC build-

union workers in Cincinnat,
in the northern state of Ohio,
that the country is on the
"road to recovery” after a year
of financial turmoil.

“We're also going to build
an America where health
reform delivers more stability
and security to every
American,” Obama said.

"We've been fighting for
quality affordable health care

foreveryAmerican fornearlya’

ing and Safdarjang
Hospital.

Police received the
anonymous call at 9.30 in
the morning. Teams of
Delhi police, Bomb Squads
along with sniffer dogs, and
Fire brigades reached the
suspected spots.

At Safdarjang Hospital,
patients had to be immedi-

ately evacuated from the
building. F R

Gates urges Arabs
to strengthen military
ties with eye on Iran

AFP, Washington

Defence Secretary Robert
Gates urged US allies in the
Arab world to strengthen their
military capabilities and
defence cooperation with
Washington as a means of
pressuring Iran to back off its
nuclear programme.

In an interview with Al
Jazeera that was to be aired
Monday, Gates said the United
States still favoured diplo-
matic and economic
approaches to the challenges
posed by Iran and its nuclear
programine.

But, according to a tran-

" script of the interview, Gates

said "one of the pathways to
get the Iranians to change
their approach on the nuclear
issue is to persuade them that
moving down that path will
actually jeopardise their
security, notenhance it.

"So the more that our
Arab friends and allies can
strengthen their security
capabilities, the more they
can strengthen their co-
operation, both with each
other and with us, 1 think
sends the signal to the
Iranians that this path
they're on is not going to
advance Iranian security but
in fact could weaken it," he
said.

@ Krishi Gobeshona Foundation

NATP Phase-1, AIC Building, BARC Campus (3rd Floor), Farmgate, Dhaka-121%5

KGF/1-10/2008-PC

Date: 08-09-08

Invitation for Tenders

| 1 | Ministry/Division Ministry of Agriculture.
| 2 | Procuring entity name Executive Director, Knshi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF).
3 | Procuring entity district Dhaka
4 Invitation for tender Supply of 2 (two) nos. of Microbus.
5 | Invitation Ref No KGF/1-10/2009-PC.
6 | Date 08/09/2009
KEY INFORMATION
7 | Procurement method %pgg) Tender Method (OTM) National Compefiive Bid
( _
FUNDING INFORMATION
Source of funds IDA/IFAD/GOB
Development partners (if applicable) | IDA & IFAD
Project/programme code (if applicable) | 43-4305-7300

applicable)

Project/programme name (if

National Agricultural Technology Project, Phase-1 KGF Unit

8
9
PARTICULAR INFORMATION

01(one)

10

1

12 | Tender package No.
3

Supply of 2 (two) nos. of Microbus.

PHOTO: AFP

Pakistani students sit on top of an overloaded minibus as they ride
home from school in Lahore yesterday. Pakistan's Prime Minister
Yousuf Raza Gilani said on Tuesday education was the top priority
of the government and it has doubled the budget to increase the

country's literacy rate.

Suu Kyi's party hopeful
about her release

AFP, Yangon

The party of Myanmar opposi-
tion leader Aung San Suu Kyi
said on Tuesday it was hopeful
that she would be uncondi-
tionally released after a court
agreed to hear an appeal
against her recent conviction.
Lawyers for the Nobel laureate
and the country's ruling junta
are due to present legal argu-
ments on September 18, after
Suu Kyi challenged last

month's guilty verdict for
sheltering an American man
who swam to her lakeside
home.

The regime has ordered her

- to spend another 18 months

under house arrest, softening
the original sentence of three
years' hard labour. However,
the house arrest is-still long
enough to keep Myanmar's
opposition leader away from
the political scene during
elections scheduled for 2010,

Tender publication date

On or before 10-09-2009.

13 | Tender package name
14
15
16

Tender last selling date 06-10-2008 up to 2.00pm.
Date Time
Tender submission & closing dale 07-10-09 12:15pm
and time
17 | Tender opening date and time 07-10-09 12:20pm

18 | Name & address of the office(s)

(KGF), 3rd Floor AIC

Address: Executive Director, Knshi Gobeshona Foundation

Building, Bangladesh Agnicultural

Research Council Campus, Farmgate, Dhaka-1213.

-Selling tender document

Foundation (KGF) AIC

Accounts Officer, KGF., Room, No-426, Krishi Gobeshona

Building, Bangladesh Agncuitural

Research Council Campus, Farmgate, Dhaka-1215

-Receiving tender document

Executive Director, Knshi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF),
3rd Floor AIC Building, Bangladesh Agricultural Research
Council Campus, Farmgate, Dhaka-1215.

-Opening tender document

3rd Floor Room No.
1215.

Conference Room, Knshi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF),

425, AIC Building, Ba

Agricultural Research Council Campus, Farmgate, Dhaka-

19 | Pre-tender meeting (optional)

Not applicable.

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

20 | Eligibility of tenderer

Current

similar nature of works,

Tender secunty

Manufacturers/Sole Agents/Sole Distributors shall have: q

year trade license, (ii) Vat registration certificate (i
Update income tax clearance certificate, (iv) Authorization
letter from the manufacturer, (v) Bank :
from any scheduled bank, (vi) Experence certificate of
(vi) Annual av
Liquid assets/credit facilities, (ix) Balance sheet, and (x)
as Pay-Order/Bank Guaranty from any
recognized scheduled bank etc as stated in TDS.

cy certificate

tumnover, (viil)

21 | Brief description of goods

As per description in the tender documents.

22 | Brief description of related service

As per description in the tender documents.

23 | Price of tender document (Tk) Microbus-700 (#a::g hundred). -
ification of package ender securi tion time in
24 Package No. identification o s m)ty g@w
(1) GD-KGF/11 Supply of 2(two) nos. of Tk 120,000/ 2 months from the date of
microbus signing of contract
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
25 | Name of official inviting tender Or M Nurul Alam.
26 | Designation of official inviting tender | Executive Director.

27 | Address of official inviting tender

Executive Director, Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF),
AIC Building, Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council
Campus, Farmgate, Dhaka-1215.

28 ~ Tel.No Fax No. E-mail
29 | Contact details of official inviting 880-2-9111041 | 880-2-8113032 | barc@bdmailnel
tender
30 | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept any or reject all tenders.
Executive Director
D-673 Krishi Gobeshona Foundation

¥




