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Introduce vocational
edn to ensure jobs for
madrasa students: PM

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has emphasised the need to
provide general and voca-
tional education for Madrasa
students alongside religious
education to ensure more
employment opportunities
for them.

"We want to introduce
vocational educaton at every
level of the education system
to bring up a skilled popula-
tion,” she said while address-
ing the opening ceremony of
the International Literacy Day
2009 at the Osmani Memorial
Auditorium yesterday.

Hasina in her address
urged every educated citizen
ol the country to impart liter-
acy to atleastone child.

‘I believe, through such
process, illiteracy will be
removed from the country.”

She said developing coun-
tries like Bangladesh should
enlighten its every citizen with
education through all-out
coordinated eftorts.

But, Bangladesh could not
attain stable and desired
development in all sectors,
including education, as
democracy in the country

could not proceed uninter-
rupted.

“The hope is still alive as
eflforts are on,” Hasina said.

The PM observed that the
present government has taken

the charge of the country with
scores of problems "created
due to misrule in the last seven
years."

That is why the govern-
ment has to give special atten-
tion to every sector to put
things straight.

"We have set our target to
advance our primary educa-
tion sector fast. We have
already brought equity in the
salary structure of primary
schoolteachers

"Apart from continuing the
previous programmes, the
present government has taken
up new initiatives to raise the
literacy rate in the country,” the
PM told heraudience.

She asked the local admin-
istration and people's repre-
sentatives to work hard to
expedite government's pri-
mary education programmes,

Hasina deplored that the
previous Awami League gov-
ernment through its concerted
efforts had increased the coun-
try's literacy rate up to 65.5
percent.

But, because of the next
governments, the rate pres-
ently came down to 53 percent
in adigression.

T'he PM informed the func-
tion that the present govern-
ment wants to fully remove
illiteracy by 2014 and ensure
admission of every child to
schoolsby2011.

"We all have to come for-

ward unitedly to get to these
goals," she said.

Hasina mentioned the
government's initiative to
update the country's educa-

tion policy through the reforms’

recommended by a national
committee of expert academ-
ics.

The draft education policy
has already been submitted to
her, and following her order, it
has been placed on the educa-
tion ministry's website, she
said.

The PM said supplemen-
tary education programmes of
the government for bringing
the dropped out children back
into the mainstream education
flow are beingimplemented.

She said already second
National Plan of Action has
been formulated and
Education Project-2 is being
implemented to keep the
attained literacy rate advanc-
ing and expediting skill based
training activities.

Besides, Hard to Reach
project's second phase and
Reaching Out of School
Children are being imple-
mented to bring the urban
labourers’ children under the
literacy programmes and to
ensure education fordisadvan-
taged children.

Hasina noted that there is
no alternative to education for
making human lives truly
enlightened and meaningful

and that's why modern state
and society is relentlessly
trying to educate its total popu-
lation,

The PM emphasised creat-
Ing massive public awareness,
fixing future action plan and
timely implementation of
programmes to ensure literacy
ofevery individual.

"Literacy Is the first stair of
education. An educated popu-
lation is the driving force of a
country,” she said.

Realising the importance of

education, she said, Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had
nationalised primary schools
and jobs of the primary teach-
ers,
. "But, had Bangabandhunot
been killed in 1975,
Bangladesh's overall situation,
including its literacy rate,
would not be in such a bad
condition," the PM said.

"Now we are strongly deter-
mined to complete the unfin-
ished task of the Father of the
Nation. It is our duty to give
literacy to every citizens and
educate them with vocational
education,” Hasina said.

Primary and Mass
Education Minister M Afsarul
Amin chaired the function,
addressed, among others, by
State Minister for Primary
Education Md Motahar
Hossain and acting secretary
Badrul Alam Tarafder.
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National Committee to Protect Oil, Gas, Mineral Resources, Power and Ports stages a sit-in at
Muktangan in the city yesterday protesting the police action on its march towards Petrobangla office
at Karwan Bazar on September 2.

US Dy Asstt
Secy of State
Owen due today

DIPLOMATIC
CORRESPONDENT

US Actung Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for South
and Central Asian Affairs
Michael S Owen arrives today
on a two-day visit to
Bangladesh.

During his visit, Owen will
meet with Bangladesh govern-
ment officials, parliamentari-
ans, business people and
members of the civil society.

T'he deputy assistant secre-
tary will discuss a range of
regional and bilateral issues,
saysapressrelease.

Cocaine worth
Pk 2Z2.5et
seized, five
arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Members of the Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab-1) seized 2.5
pounds of cocaine worth
around Tk 2.5 crore and
arrested five people at Tongi
in Gazipur yesterday.

The arrestees were identi-
fied as Nannu Miah, 61, Nuru
Miah, 52, Al Amin Shimul, 27,
Sabuj Kader, 26, and Arafat,
21.

Rab official Raihan Asgar
Khan told The Daily Star that
several Rab members, pos-

STORMY WEATHER
Mawa ferry, launch

A CORRESPONDENT, Madaripur

Movement of ferries,
launches and speedboats on
Mawa-Kawrakandi route in
the river Padma has been
suspended since 2:00pm
yesterday because of rough
weather, resulting from a low
developed in the Bay of
Bengal.

However, only a Ro-Ro
ferry is plying with caution.
The fishing boats have taken
shelter in the chars. The wind
speed is gradually increasing,

Cautionary signal No. 2
has been hoisted for the river
Padma, which has become
rough due to stormy weather,
BIWTA sources said.

service suspended

Meanwhile, more than 150
vehicles remained stuck on
both sides of the river follow-
ing the suspension of ferry
service, causing suffering to
passengers.

Kawrakandi Launch
Owners Association General
Secretary Monir Hossain said,
"The weather has been bad
since the morning. As the
situation became worse at
noon, we stopped operating
launches and speedboats on
this route.”

BIWTA Mawa Assistant
General Manager Ashiqur
Rahman said ferry service has
been suspended after cau-
tionary signal No. 2 was
hoisted.
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Fall in temperature likely

6:00pm today.

Office said.

6:43am tomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind is likely to occur at most places over
Khulna, Barisal, Dhaka and Chittagong divisions and at
many places over Rajshahi and Sylhet divisions with moder-
ately heavy to heavy falls at places in next 12 hours as of

Day temperature may fall slightly over the country, Met
The sun sets in the capital at 7:08pm today and rises at

Country's highest temperature 35.2 degrees Celsius was

Monsoon
low over
north Bay

UNB, Dhaka

A monsoon low developed over
the northwest Bay and the
Bangladesh-West Bengal coast;
is triggering squallywind.

"The lowiglikety toumensify, -

Steep pressure gradient persists
over the north Bay,” said a Met
oflice special bulletin yesterday
Noon.

Under its influence, a deep
convection is taking place over
thenorth Bay.

‘Squally weather may con-
tinue to affect the maritime
ports and the coastal regions of
Bangladesh," the bulletin said.

Chittagong, Cox's Bazar and
Mongla seaports have been
advised to keep hoisted local
cautionary signal number
three,

All fishing boats and trawl-
ers over the north Bay have
been advised to take shelter
"immediately.”

17 ASPs
promoted
to addl SP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday
promoted 17 assistant super-
intendents of police (ASP) to
the rank of additional superin-
tendentofpolice.

The home minister and
state minister approved their
promotion yesterday after-
noon, an official of the minis-
try told The Daily Star prefer-
ring notto be quoted.

The promotion came a day
after the government pro-
moted 494 senior civil ser-
vants on Monday.

All the police officials are
from the 20th batch of cadre
service and were deprived of
promotion during BNP-
Jamaat coalition govern-
ment.

Appeal for help

METRO DESK

Md Ashikur

Rahman, 6,
is suffering
from acute
lymphoblastic
leukemia

and under-
going treat-
ment at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University (BSMMU)
Hospital.

However, it is not possible

Foreign Minister Dipu Moni holds talks with Indi

(Story on Page 1)
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an Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, right, at his residence in New Delhi yesterday.

WASIM BIN HABIB

The draft National Education
Policy 2009 underscored the
importance of female educa-
tion as it adopted several
strategies 1o ensure women
empowerment as well as their
overalldevelopment.

The policy recommended
brining out women from the
cocoon of household chores,
including family welfare, child
rearing and housekeeping and
ensuring their active partici-
pation in poverty alleviation
and socio-economic develop-
ment.

Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid submitted the
draft copy of the new educa-
tion policy to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her office at
| fafiya Sangsad Bhaban on

Monday.

The draft policy, which was
uploaded on the education
ministry website, envisages
basic changes to set the coun-
try’s outmoded education
system In tune with the fast-
moving world.

It was aimed at decreasing
gender disparity and encour-
aging women to science,
vocational and technical
education.

The policy suggested spe-
cific allocation for female
education sector in the budget
and formation of a specia)
fund for increasing female
education rate at all levels of
education.

It recommended incorpo-

mary-level curriculum for
changing social behaviour
towards women.

A number of life sketches of
great women and write-ups of
other women would have to
be included in the curriculum
of primary and secondary
levels, it said, adding that the
topics ‘gender studies’ and
reproductive health’ would
have to be included in the
curriculum of secéndary level.

Students irrespective of
male and female have full
liberty to choose subjects in
the secondary level and
female students would not be
encouraged to special sub-
jects like home economics.

“Female students would

rating positive and progres~ . have to. be. encouraged .10 .

., siye images of wemen- and,.

their equal rights In the pri-
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‘education 'liké engineering,

INDIAN VISA CENTRE
Section 154
imposed to
avert chaos

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gulshan police yesterday
imposed section 154 of the
penal code on a 'disputed build-
ing’ at Banani as there had been
a feud between the authorities
of Banani Society and State Bank
of India over setting up of a visa
application centre.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) of
Gulshan Police Station Kamal
Uddintold The Daily Star that he
imposed the section from
6:00am to avert any untoward
incident between both the
feuding parties.

Theimposition of the section
would continue untl the court
gives a decision in this connec-
tion, headded.

Banani Society sources said
they have been opposing the
relocation of the centre at House
No. 98, Road No. 7, Block-F at
Banani as it would hamper
normal life in the area.

“Banani will turn into a
chaotic place if the visa applica-
tion centre is established in the
residential area,” said a member
ofthe society.

He also said the residents of
Banani formed a number of
human chains and made
repeated appeals to State Bank
ofIndia, an agent of Indian High
Commission, requesting it not
to setup the centre there.

In the cautionary notice
served on both the parties, the
OC urged both the parties to
maintain peace and discipline
inthe area.

4 hoodlums held from
BSMMUH premises

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The leader of a criminal gang
and its three members were
arrested from Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical
University Hospital
(BSMMUH) premises in the
city yesterday.

Rapid Action Battalmn
(Rab) and Ansar personnel
picked up gang leader
Mohammad Rahim, 28, also
known as Tunda Rahim, and
his three accomplices Nur
Nabi, 31, Mohammad Ripon,
28, and Sohel Miah, 20, and
handed them over to the
Shahbagh police.

The gang members, who
reside at the staff quarters of
the hospital and adjacent
areas, are engaged in mug-
ging, extortion and other
crimes in and around
Shahbagh area, the police
said.

Local people said Rahim
and his men are engaged in
various crimes -- they snatch
valuables from pedestrians,
extort money from footpath
vendors and also cheat
patients and their relatives
out of money.

"None of us dare to say
anything against them in fear
as they are linked to crime
networks,” said a tea vendor
in Shahbagh area.

The police said Rahim is
accused in a number of mug-

ging cases.

Ansar Platoon
Commander Jahangir Alam,
the chief of a 120-member
team deployed in the hospi-
tal area for security reasons,
told The Daily Star, "These
youths always roam around
the area and commit various
crimes.”

"We with the help of Rab
members caught them in the
morning. Later, Rab person-
nel handed them over to
Shahbagh police station in
the afternoon,” he added.

Patients coming to hospital
often fall victim to their crimi-
nal activities, said an Ansar
man.

The arrestees, now in the
custody of Shahbagh police
station, told reporters that the
police arrested them as they
were protesting the eviction
of some tea stalls from foot-
paths.

Rahim said that the police
had also arrested him last
week, but he was released on
bond arranged by his 'big
brothers'.

In presence of reporters,
Rahim even threatened Ansar
Platoon Commander
Jahangir Alam, who filed a
case with the Shahbagh
police, saying, "I will return to
my place after a maximum
period of one year. | will then
take revenge on you, if you are
found in the area.”
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Female edn gets priority in
draft national policy

medical, law and business,”
the policy said recommending
allocation of necessary budget
for higher education of
women.

It suggested that polytech-
nic institutes for female stu-
dents be increased so that the
students who cannot get
admitted into the secondary
level can receive technical or
vocational education.

It also recommended
arranging special stipends
and bank loans on low interest
rates for the poor and merito-
rious female students so that
they pursue higher studies
and do research works.

Women's participation in
education-related
‘policymaking and decision-

qsyes in prumary,
a,ryr and higher educa-
tmn levels would have to be
ensured, the policyadded.

It asked the education
institutions to strictly follow
the rules and regulation for-
mulated on sexual harass-
mentand torture.

The government formed a
16-member committee on
April 6 to review the report of
Shamsul Haque Education
Committee of 1997 to formu-
late a modern national educa-
ton policy in line with the
report of Qudrat-e-Khuda
Education Commission of
1974.

Obituary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Asiya
Khatun,
mother of
Prof Sirajul
[ sl am
Chowdhury
Ko+ Sl
' Engineer

Amanul Islam Chowdhury,
former adviser to a caretaker
government, passed away at
Bangladesh Cancer Society
Hospital yesterday at the age
0f92, says a press release.

She was buried at Azimpur
old graveyard.

Her qulkhwani will be held
at her residence after Asr
prayers on Friday.

Death anniversary
METRO DESK

Today is the
37th death
anniversary
of AKM
Fazlul Kabir

| Chowdhury,
| leaderof the
o W © | opposition
in the then East Pakistan
Assembly and father of ABM
Fazle Karim Chowdhury,
chairman of the parliamen-
tary standing committee on
Ministry of Housing and
Public Works, says a press
release.

On the occasion, milad
mahfil, Qurankhwani and
destitute feeding programme
will be held at Gohira under
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