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RMG worker loses
eyes in acid attack

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

A garment worker suffered
severe damage to both her
eyes after her divorced hus-
band threw acid leaving the
whole face burnt at Pahartali
in the portcity yesterday.

The victim, Nasima
Begum, 30, is an operator at
Arrow Jeans Garments,

The accused, Ruhul Amin,
threw acid on her when
Nasima along with her co-
worker Monowara Begum
went to hand him over the
divorce letter yesterday morn-
ing. Monowara also received
burninjuries.

Sources said Ruhul had
been waiting with the acid in a
condensed milk pot.

Locals beat up Ruhul Amin
before handing him over to
police while Nasima was
undergoing treatment at ward
no 20 of Chittagong Medical
College Hospital, sources said.

NEWS

Assistant Professor Dr SM
Masud Parvez of the ward said,
“Primary examination shows
that tissues of both her eyes
areseriously damaged.”

"Nasima has a little hope of
regaining her eye-sight.
However, we are (rying our
best,” headded.

Nasima's younger sister
Lovely Begum said Ruhul Amin,
who used to work as rickshaw-
puller or truck-helper, had been
unemployed recently.

He often snatched from
Nasima whatever she got as
monthly salary and beat her
up, alleged Lovely.

Nasima divorced Ruhul on
August 12 and since then
Ruhul had been threatening
Nasima to render her blind by
acid attack, shesaid.

Quamrul Hasan, officer-in-
charge of Pahartali Police
Station, said Nasima's brother
Rabiul Hossain filed a case in
this connection.,
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The Bay turns turbulent due to the impact of depression. The Met Office hoists cautionary signal No 3. The picture was taken from
Patenga beach.

Poor block road
for VGF rice

Myanmar faces ethnic
challenge for elections

AFP, Bangkok

Myanmar's military junta may
have taken Aung San Suu Kyi
out of the picture ahead of
elections next year, but it
could face an even greater
challenge from rising ethnic
unrest, analysts said.

The regime has recently
stepped up its decades-long
campaign against minority
groups, with offensives
against ethnic Chinese rebels
in the northeast in August and
Christian Karen insurgents
near the Thai borderin June.

Civil war has wracked the
country since independence
in 1948, and while most rebel
groups have reached ceasefire
deals with the junta, analysts
say the army is determined to
crush the rest before the 2010
polls.

The offensives have mir-
rored the ruling generals
effarts ta take Syp Kyi off the
political stage. by sentencing
her to another 18 months’
house arrest after a bizarre

incident in which an
American man swam to her
lakeside home.

The Nobel Laureate's
lawyers launched an appeal
against her conviction last
week, but with the country’s
pliant courts likely to do the
junta's bidding, the ethnic
problem is the next real hurdle
for the regime, analysts said.

"This is a very complicated
issue. After Aung San Suu Kyi's
case, the next big issue is the
issue of ethnic minorities,”
Aung Naing Oo, an independ-
ent Myanmar analyst based in
Thailand, told AFP.

Military ruler Than Shwe has
long made the struggle for the
“stability of the state” the main
justification for the army's
continued dominance over the
SoutheastAsian nation.

In recent years the regime
has been able to reach peace
pacts with key ethnic groups,
co-opfing some to become
junta-backed border forces
that have taken on their for-
mer rebel brothers-in-arms.

But August's outbreak of
fighting in Kokang, a mainly
ethnic Chinese region of
Myanmar's Shan state,
showed the tensions near the
surface and earned a rare
rebuke from Beijing, usually
Myanmar's closest ally.

The offensive was a warn-
ing to other minority groups
thinking of causing disruption
before the polls, said Win Min,
a Myanmar expert at Payap
University in the northern
Thai city of Chaing Mai.

Critics have denounced the
elections as a sham aimed at
legitimising the junta’s grip on
power, but the influential
International Crisis Group
(ICG) think-tank said recently
that the polls could be an
opportunity for change.

"These things are happen-
ing in the context of the 2010
elections. The Burmese mili-
tary are showing ceasefire
groups thatif they don 't agree
with their plans they are going
to fight,” Win Min said, using
the country's former name.

7R T TE-20/200d/

>4 = |

FREATT 20w AT

o e P
ﬁmm _"“f"":'"‘# A M1TU
fT8 QURAS @S, ITA!, FII-HB |
wifes OR-03-00d

e fwfe

smmmﬁwwﬁwwmﬁEﬂGmﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂaﬁm/mﬁm
sferss 37 o fewd ori/afebrmee @S @t PPR-2008 Ul Femarads wava S

I.g:_I » B P
o AL
A
o e
& e,
o LI
L % 5
- B
B
-

N 5 | mwemry e @S (a4 AfFaEH ¢ /i Ty
% FATA ATo IR
B o | SIS «foiba A T oA FAATE
B 5| | ofesi JfOf e ATATE] 7Y
E T S

Ny | Aa W@

AW oA IR MATER oo
ez 84 o fafe g3 fRmereR R W
FIWATA Y00 WHEA Gea IR g7 faf

0 BEBREERGE %-30/3005
b1 | o 3 PILHWA 2000
- BEEETEE T W3 |
0| | WéE B farefd
e > | T R e o 3> DGR 200d e ATIFR 73 |
DB 3 | e qais AT oY @ T | 9o DIUBNR 200d (31 3330001 168 |

B o

w2 (I oifed 6 37y

00 THNR 2009 (F1 53590017 |

[} . -_
, e 08 |
- r H
] : & = ;
#d f
g §

92T [AHTS WHTR AN 6

w9 @ 2772 fasm, 1T “d0a FACNEH, T

i gy e A, T, BI1-533 |
S 3¢ | @ qeeed WOeeRE A @ | DFO 3 (89 W), bro-vb TN, 13, B
o Q3 Ao, 2T I @3 o frer afws Gt
A |
Yo | | w2%a TIME 2 S, Ay IR AT ¥ |

- FXX

A% ATSTa Il

|

@) @ @R I SRR A
Afepirs TifverEs 33 o fFamm |

(¥) T @ S farrER/ Ay «fEHiE
aza I FIACE  S.¢o @M T TR
fafisy frafq 318 TWEGAISIA (14 F1 NS
s oz e s et sraaian s e
73 TpFe (Fnfvivr IPR) G IR TS
¢ (415) TEraA TP AT |

(1) ¢o % T IM A =T WG
AT YA At AOREs |

(4) PPR-2008 @3 S nfiR =rofed ecaren

21E faaad

Wi

o 1 |

AT AR SRR MAeeE oA
b 8w fafa wae farEem iR @wioe
Nma.oammwmmﬁﬂh

|
=0 |

A3 PASSTa 1o
her Dirwsiaiea Arame

©,000/-(f&A TraTa B1aT) Wi |

8.00,000/-(5T ¥ “A<T ZT BI31) IR |

W |

FTOEAIAL Y

o (A2 9+) A |

2R |

TAAD SRS AT

- A (%)

29 |

TA4T STATSTAR SO B

BI#l-33 |

1% 2 (4B B[S UIRLATD (AT, A

212 S| AW I |

Al oA mmﬁmwmqmmmmwmqmmﬂﬂmw

GD-4132

g

(ST™ WO
Te)- 7S (%)

DURGA PUJA

Organisers seek
security for
Tisky’ mandaps

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of Mohanagar Puja
Udjapan Committee yester-
day sought law enforcers’
constant vigilance at a few
mandaps (worship pavilions)
in the capital during the
upcoming Durga Puja that
begins on September 24.

The committee leaders met
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) Commissioner AKM
Shahidul Haque at his office
and made the appeal for
Sutrapur, Kotwali,
Dhanmondi and Hazaribag
puja mandaps they consider
as vulnerable to violence by
land grabbers and local goons.

Sources said this year a
total of 172 mandaps would be
setup across the city.

Advocate Tapash Pal, gen-
eral secretary of Mahanagar
Sarbajanin Puja Committee,
quoting the list of vulnerable
mandaps prepared by intelli-
gence department said 66
mandaps -- two mandaps in
Ramna zone, nine at Lalbag,
28 in Wari, seven in Motijheel,
four in Tejgaon, six in Mirpur,

nine in Gulshan and one in
Uttara -- are most vulnerable.

Assistant Commissioner
Shyamal Mukherjee of DMP
(PR) said there will be a central
control room at Dhakeswari
Mandir equipped with wireless
sets, land and mobile phones
which will co-ordinate and
monitor the entire security
system at different mandaps
while several police patrol
teams will discharge their duty
round the clockin the city.

He said this year DMP
commissioner decided to
form security teams at each
mandap comprised of the
police personnel, Ansar and
the committee members.

Advocate Tapash said they
feel insecure as local goons
and land grabbers made
several attacks on the mandap
committee leaders recently
while protima (images of the
goddes) crafting was goingon.

Other leaders of
Bangladesh Puja Udjapan
Parishad, Hindu-Bouddha-
Christian Oikya Parisad and
high officials from police
attended the meeting.

Swine flu outbreak

FROM PAGE 1

of the hospital for treatment or
admission may easily be
infected with the deadly virus.

Dhirendranath Sardar,
director of SBMCH, told The
Daily Star no patient was admit-
ted at the ward till last Friday.

Meanwhile, an eight-bed
swine flu ward and an outdoor
corner were opened at Shaheed
Ziaur Rahman Medical College
Hospital in Bogra about a
month back, said the director of
the college Brigadier General
Md ShafiqulIslam.

A 16-member management
committee has been formed to
ensure treatment of the infected
people alongside creating mass
awareness of the disease.
Resident Medical Officer of
Bogra Mohammad Ali Hospital
Dr Abdul Khaleque said a two-
bed ward and outdoors have
been opened at the hospital on
August 28.

Civil Surgeon of Bogra Dr
Abdul Haque said a coordina-
tion committee has already
been formed for treatment and
prevention of the disease. He
said cautionary measures have
also been takenat upazilalevel.

But no patient with swine flu
symptom was admitted to the
hospitals since Friday last.

The Khulna Shishu Hospital
has opened a separate isolation
ward without having any sepa-
rate outdoor corner for the
patients with flu-like illness
when the government is repeat-
edly saying that all the hospitals
are directed to open isolation
ward and separate outdoor
comers for the safety of other
patients.

Khulna Medical College
Hospital has set up a five-bed
swine-flu ward on the ground
floor. More beds would be
arranged if required, said
Superintendent DrAliAsghar. But
no patientwas admitted there.

In Chittagong, three public
hospitals including Chittagong
Medical College Hospital
(CMCH), Chittagong General
Hospital and Chittagong Port
Authority (CPA) Hospital have
set up separate isolation wards
two to three months back,
claimed the civil surgeon of
Chittagong.

“We have already directed
all upazila level health officials
to arrange separate two beds in
each health complex of 14
upazilas under the district,”
said the civil surgeon, adding
that they would also seek help
from the health assistants
working in the villages to alert
peopleabout the disease.

e hospitals and upazila

/

health complexes in Rangpur
have little preparations to
combat the deadly virus.

Kurigram Civil Surgeon
Toufique Elahi told this corre-
spondent that after returning
from Dhaka he would give the
private clinics written direc-
tives about setting up separate
isolation wards.

Rangpur Medical College
Hospital declared two rooms for
contagious diseases wards of the
hospital.

Civil Surgeon of Rangpur Dr
Shah Mohammad Reajul Islam
said, “All health complexes in the
district have already set up
isolated units for the suspected
swine flu patients.”

Civil Surgeon of Lalmonirhat
said leaflets and posters were
sent to every upazila health
complexonlast Tuesday to make
the people aware about preven-
tion of swine flu.

Two hospitals in the divi-
sional headquarters of Sylhet
started arranging isolated ward
for swine flu patients while the
districtsare yetto be prepared for
facingany outbreak.

In Sylhet Osmani Medical
College Hospital, four cabins
and eight beds have been kept
for the swine flu patients, said Dr
Ehteshamul Haque Chowdhury,
assistant director of the hospital.
A 15-member committee has
been formed to look into the
swine flu cases if any, the official
added.

Besides, a separate desk has
been opened at Sylhet Osmani
International airport for check-
ing the suspected people coming
from abroad, he said. Six physi-
cians have been deputed there.

Meanwhile, an isolated ward
of eight beds has been set up at
Dr Shamsuddin Hospital in
Sylhet for the swine flu patients.

But Habiganj and
Sunamganj Sadar hospitals
authorities could not set up
separate ward for the swine flu
patients. It would be done
within days, officials said.

However, authorities of all
the above hospitals admitted
that they have enough stock of
the antiviral drug to treat swine
flu patients though they are yet
toadmit any swine flu é)atiems.

A group of students of
Rajsh Unjversit)- under the
banner of 'Abadan’ launched a
mass awareness c.ampntlﬁn on
swine flu yesterday with the
slogan 'Come forward to pro-
tectyourselves from swine flu.’

(Our correspondents from
Rajshahl, Barisal, Bogra,
Khulna, Chittagong, Rangpur
and Sylhet contributed to the
newsstory.)

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sources said Jatiya Party
Nilphamari lawmaker from Nilphamari-3
constituency in an order to the
Several thousand people from  Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO)
twounionsofjaldhakaupazila of jaldhaka suspended the
of the district blocked VGF rice distribution in
Nilphamari-Jaldhaka road at Khutamara and Balagram
Tengonmari for three hours unionsaweekback
yesterday demanding distribu- Sources said recently the
ton of rice among them from UNO had recommended the
government's vulnerable group  lists of VGF recipients made by
feeding (VGF) programme. local body representatives of
Road communication of the two unions. The chairmen
the district town with three and majority members of the
upazilas was suspended two unions belong to the
during the agitation. Police ruling AwamiLeague party.
made several attemplts to The chairmen of the two
restore the road communica- unions Abu Sayeed Shamim
tion by pushing back the and TuhidulIslam alleged that
agitators but failed. this move by the UNO annoyed
The protesterswithdrewthe  the JP lawmaker as he ignored
road blockade as upazila chair-  the list of VGF recipients pre-
man of Jaldhaka Sayed Ali on pared by his party leaders
behalf of the district adminis- earlier. The lawmaker termed
PHOTO STAR | tration gave an assurance of the list incorrect and ordered
taking step to meet their the UNO to stop distribution of
demand withinnext 24 hours. the rice in the unions.
JS sits today for 3rd |
FROM PAGE 16 overthephonethat  increasing the number of seats for
Would be discussed i thenext - BNP is holding 3 Hipe.day. - te Tavuatis ithe Sk sheds
: mouming programmes at the the House and beefing up security
The speaker has recentlytold  death of paf'tyfs senior leader M for Opposition Ll:adﬂua.plﬂ party
journalists that a discussion on  Saifur Rahman. ChairpersonKhaledaZia.
the probe report might be held in “We are not thinking of joining This session is likely to con-
the third session if the lawmakers  the House today. We shall think  tinue till 17 with high-
want _ about it after September 8,” estnineworkingdaysbeforeEid.
Former speaker Sircar had  Zainulsaid. The Business Advisory
filed a writ petition with the High BNP was scheduled to sit'on Committee headed by the
Court challenging the legality of night to decide whether  speaker is scheduled to sit at the
the _funnatiun of the all-party it would join the third session or Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban at
parliamentary probe body to not. But the meeting was 10:00am tomormow to decide the
investigate graft allegations cancelled following the death of session'stenure.
against him. former finance minister M Saifur The president summoned the
The BNP-led opposition Rahmaninaroadcrash. third session to comply with the
lawmakers, who boycotted the The opposition chief whip on  constitutional obligation of not
last session, will abstain from Saturday howevertold the media stretching the gap between two
today's House proceeding, that his party would join parlia- sessions beyond 60 days. The last
Opposition ChiefWhip Zainul ment if their demands are met.  session of the House was pro-
Abdin Farroque told The Daily The party’s demands include roguedonjuly9.
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