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Uttam Kumar: The legend that
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% Nandan Kanon, an organisation of the recitors, staged its
v 't "Tahader Kotha" » Shawkat Osman

production "Tahader Kotha" at the 5 _ . e Ty
P Auditorium, Central Public Library recently. Rahmatullah ::::E::é ifli(::ltrlr:;ia;n il;(r::if: i
q Noman directed ihll‘ P“'d““li”“- 1 birth anniversary on Septem-
h “Tahader Kotha" zooms in on triumphant women -- both ber 3, 2009 was celebrated
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real and fictional characters. It narrates the stories of Pakhi,

Rohini and Jitsoma.

Pakhi is‘one of thousands of Birangana, who had to endure
inhuman abuse during the Liberation War. Rohini, a widow, is
the protagonist of Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay's

"Krishnakanter Will."
the King of Gandha.

litsoma was a scholar at the royal court of

[he recital also included heroic stories of Utpalbarna and
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befittingly in Kolkata. In a
tribute to the actor, the
Department of Posts, India
released a postage stamp.
Honorary Governor Sri Gopal
Krishna Gandhi, on the
release of the first day cover

{ g and the stamp, paid rich
Draupadi. tributes to the greatactor.

A The production featured a compilation of writings by Bani = Every year in September,
; Basu, Sabyasachi Dev, Momtazuudin Ahmed, Khandokar g when Uttam Kumar was born
: Mosharraf Hossain, Shawli Mitraand Masuda Bhatti. : the denizens of West Bengal
U The cast included Razia Sultana Koli, Azmia Binte Mahbub, '2 celebrate with abandon in
" Sharmin Sultana, Syeda Tasnuva, Jyotirmoy Das, Camellia Jelly, tibiite to him: Al indhan
= Kazi Farzana Leena and Manishita Biswas. An artiste of Nandan Kanon during the recital. television channels feature
; his films all through July and
T w - @ then September,

. Beatlemania is set to return again

have come his way: His fans - s

Beatlemania is set to return --
in digital form at least - when
[he Beatles: Rock Band game
is released this week.

'he format may not be
unique, but the content is. It
will be the first time that music
by the Fab Four has appeared
iIn avideo game.

And as a newcomer to music
gaming, it was astonishing how
quick and easy it was to step
from the 21st Century into the
Swinging Sixties.

For the uninitiated, Rock
Band is a karaoke-style game

the drum pads.
And it's curiously addictive.
If one of the band is not up
to scratch, you'll get kicked off
stage -- though there's a fam-
ily-friendly override setting.
The Beatles: Rock Band

game is part of awider market-
ing campaign that also sees

the release of newly-
remastered versions of the
band's back catalogue on CD.

[t comes at a ime when the
music industry is looking for
new ways to recover some of
its dwindling revenue as CD
sales decline.

Of course, music video

games are nothing new -- Guitar
Hero 5 was released last week in
the US featuring tracks by Nir-
vana, Muse and Iron Maiden.

But getting a brand like The
Beatles is a significant SIEJJ in
an industry worth hundreds of
millions of dollars.

The game, which goesonsale
on September 9, will feature 45
xmﬂs alungmthabunustrack

You Need is Love" -- that
canbe boughtonline.

The albums "Abbey Road,”
"Sgt Pepper” and "Rubber
Soul” will be released for
download laterin the year.

have set up the Uttam
Mancha, an auditorium for
staging plays in South
Kolkata, while others have
introduced the Uttam Kumar
Film Awards in memory of
this great actor. And that's not
all. Tullygunj where Uttam
Kumarspentalarge part of his
working life boasts of his life
size statute. Also the Tullygunj
metro station was recently
named Uttam Kumar Sarani
after him.

Here's the story of Uttam

¥
Uttam Kumar

of thought has it that he made
his debut as an extra in
Mayador in 1947. Ironically at
the beginning of his film
career, he was labelled as
‘Flop Master General’
because his films flopped
often, driving him to despair.
He managed to take off in the
world of films through sheer
grit. :

Apart from some of his
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films like Harano Sur,
Saptapadi and Grihadah. The
so-called intellectuals
labelled him as a 'theatrical
actor full of mannerisms’,
while other detractors
claimed that 'He does not
know the ABC of acting.’
However, he foiled the critics
with his stellar performance
in Bosu Paribar (1952),
directed by Nirmal De. After

on July 24 at the age of 54. In
his three decade film career

he had acted in 159 Bengali
films.

Uttam Kumar is also
known for his performance in
such Satyajit Ray films as
Nayak and Chiriakhana.

Alongside he acted in a few
Hindi movies such as
Amanush. For a small period
he also acted in professional

that uses adapted game con- The game allows players to | K ‘ tful Hissesuccessful films, Uttam . this first success, he becamea theatre.
trollers - ~leqd; guitar, bass fullm-.’l'?ie]}i:atk-a thiotigh thetr | - o ally NHWH also'known for his ™ Star with Agni Parikkha, A lesser known side of him

guitar and drums -- to play
along to various songs.

['he game is all about keep-
ing in time with colour-coded
blobs that scroll along the on-

career in environments such as
The Cavern Club and the Shea
Stadium. It also features "imagi-
native environments" known as
Dreamscapes.

Kumar Chaiterjl but “was
changed to 'Uttam' (‘the
best’) when he staged an
entry into the world of films.

§12zZling chemlistry with
Suchitra Sen from their first
film Shaare Chuattar, a tick-
ling comedy, to their last film

directed by Agradoot His last
film was Ogo Bodhu Sundari
(1980), loosely adapted from
My Fair Lady. Following a

is his persona as a-director,
assistant director, producer,
production manager and his
role as asinger.

screen fretboard. It worksina 1he game allows players to try The Beatles’ three-part ................cccoveccmsassnsorsessssss Dristidaan, his first film, was Priyo Bandhabi. In between massive heart attack on the oo
similar way if you are Ringo on harmonies. Source: BBC released in 1948. One school they acted jointly in other studio floors, he passed away Compiled by Cultural Correspondent
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