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FISH SANCTUARY AT HALDA RIVER

No policy guideline to rehabilitate fishermen

BSS, Chiragong

-_ehahﬂitnﬂnn programme for the poor fisher-
» enin the Halda river areas has been stalled for

the last two years in absence of a comprehen-
sive policy guideline on modus operandi of
utilising the money sanctioned for it, said
District Fisheries Officer Serajuddin yesterday.

Serajuddin, also director of the project titled
'Restoration of the natural fish breeding habi-
tats of the river Halda', was speaking at a meet-
ing of District Fisheries Resources Preservation
and Development Committee at the local
circuit house conference room with committee
head and Chittagong Deputy Commissioner
Farid Uddin Ahmed Chowdhury in the chair.

Rehabilitation of the poor fishermen of the
area aiming at refraining them from fishing
during February-July period, when migrated
mother fishes spawn eggs in the river, is one of
the main components of the Tk 13.84 crore
project.

Serajuddin told the meeting that rehabilita-
tion of marginal fishermen is likely to start after
approval of the draft policy they submitted
earlier to the ministry concerned.

The core aim of the five-year project that
began in fiscal 2006-2007 is to turn some spe-
cific areas of the river into 'fish sanctuary’ and
to preserve bio-diversity of the Halda river
through preserving some indigenous fish
species particularly the brood fishes (mother
fish).

The Fisheries Department also imposed a
cap on utilising the money amounting to Tk
6.15 crore sanctioned for river dredging and Tk
one crore for repairing some existing sluice
gates evaluating possible grievous impact on
the river instead of benefiting it. Officials said
process is on to divert the money for river
dredging and sluice gate repair to other heads
related with the project.

Local upazila administration officials
alleged that indiscriminate extraction of sands
from river bed on many points, unabated
catching of mother fishes ignoring ban and
reckless plying of engine boats have emerged as
aserious threat to the river as fish sanctuary.

The meeting also recommended taking
necessary steps for non- renewal of sand
quarry lease agreement after expiry of their
dates, imposing restriction on plying of mecha-
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nised boats during a particular period and legal
action for defiance through conducting mobile
courts frequently throughout the year.

It also asked the project officials to put on
display boards at all important places on both
the banks of the river inscribed with impor-
tance of the river, different aspects of the pro-
jectand government's ban on fishing mention-
ing time and areas.

The meeting decided to appoint skilled
manpower for maintaining the already built
modern hatcheries adjacent to the riverbanks
so that it could be utilised for providing better
service to the egg-processors.

Deputy Commissioner Farid Uddin Ahmed
Chowdhury told the meeting that the commit-
tee would sit in the first quarter of every month
for timely execution of the Halda River project.

In 2005, the government declared some
areas of the river stretching about 40 km from
Nazirhat Bridge to Kalurghat Bridge on the
mouth of the river Karnaphuli and about 20 km
areas in north to south from Satterghat Bridge
to Madunaghat Bridge as 'fish sanctuary’.

Through a notification on July 2 in 2007, the
government prohibited fishing in the men-

tioned areas during peak season.

The river is the country's lone source of
inbreeding-free fish fry as brood fishes of indig-
enous species like Rui, Katla, Mrigel and
Kaliboush migrate to Halda from different
rivers and release eggs during March-June
cycle every year.

According to experts, different man-made
and natural disasters like destruction of spawn-
ing ground by loop cutting, massive quarry of
sands from river bed illegally by a section of
unscrupulous traders, pollution of the river by
industrial waste, unplanned construction of a
good number of sluice gates by the locals for
irrigation purpose, indiscriminate catching
and killing of fish- fries particularly the mother
fishes and geographical change in the river due
to unchecked erosion for years have posed a
serious threat to the bio-diversity of the Halda.

Due to these risk factors, the river that was
once a haven for brood fishes for releasing their
eggs has now turned into aquite dangerous one
resulting in drastic fall in availability of eggs
and fish-fries of natural species as lesser num-
ber of mother fishes have come here for releas-
ing eggs in the recent years.
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Garment Sramik Oikya Parishad forms a human chain in front of
the National Press Club in the city yesterday demanding payment
of salary arrears and Eid bonuses to garment workers before

September 15.
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mlﬁﬁ presence of the mobile court, cars that were haphazardly parked on Mirpur Road in the city's New

picture was taken yesterday.
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UNB, Dhaka

President Zillur Rahman
yesterday praised the vari-
ous research activities of
Asiatic Society of
Bangladesh as it basically
conducts research on man
and nature of the country.

The President lauded the
activities of the society when
a three-member delegation
of Asiatic Society of
Bangladesh led by its
President Prof Sirajul Islam
paid a courtesy call on him at

Bangabhaban.

The delegation included
Asiatic Society General
Secretary Prof Mahfuza
Khanam and its Council
Member Prof Nazrul Islam.

During the meeting,
Zillur said the Asiatic Society
has been silently conducting
various research works
especially on man and

deserves high appreciation,

President lauds
Asiatic Society

he added.

The delegation members
apprised the president of the
various ongoing activities of
the Asiatic Society and
sought his cooperation as
the chief patron of the soci-
ety.

They also requested Zillur
to inaugurate the bi-annual
general meeting of the
Society, to be held in January
2010.

The president assured his
all-out support to the overall
activities of the society.

The delegation presented
a set of their research publi-
cations to the president after
the meeting,

Secretary of the
President's Office
Mohammad Shafiul Alam,
Military Secretary to the
President Major General Md
Ehtesham Ul Haque and
President's Press Secretary
Abdul Awal ' Howlader were

ATTACK ON PARTY RIVAL
8 ruling party
men get bail in
Khagrachhari

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

A Jubo League leader and his
seven aides, who were arrested
on August 31 on charges of
attacking a party rival, were
released on bail from Chief
Judicial Magistrate's Court in
Khagrachhari hill town yester-
day.

Official sources at the district
jail gate said Jubo League leader
Rafiqul Alam and his seven aids
came out of the jail at around
5:00pm.

His aides were identified as
Mohammad Yusuf, Md Almas,
Islam Uddin, Mohammad Helal,
Md Farug Ahmmed, Liton Dutta
and Md Masudur Rahman.

Earlier, the court of Chief
Judicial Magistrate (CJM)
granted them bail in the last case
filed against them on charges of
attacking party rival Haidar Ali.

CJM Md Abul Bashar Munshi
passed the order upon a bond of
Tk 5,000 with two guarantors
after defence lawyer advocate
Abdul Momin submitted a

nature of the country. This~
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Unite to establish rights

Monnujan Sufian urges women

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

State Minister for Labour and
Employment Begum
Monnujan Sufian yesterday
urged women from all strata of
life to organise themselves in
order to establish their rights in
the society.

"All women will have to be
united and alert about their
rights to end all sorts of discrim-
inations against them,” she
said.

The state minister was
speaking as chief guest at the
launching ceremony of an
organisation titled 'Alliance for
W Women Workers Rights
(AWWR)' at the National Press
Clubinthecity.

" The government led by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is
very much sincere to empower
women socially and economi-
cally and she has already
directed all organisations to

include women in every com-
mittee to move them forward,”
shesaid.

Munnujan said as per labour
law both men and women
should get equal wages but in
many cases women are less paid
because oftheirignorance,

She also stressed the need for

ensuring accountability of the
government, employers and
workers.
. Speaking as guest of honour
Dr Jyoti Tuladhar, a senior
gender specialist of the Bureau
for Gender Equality at the
Geneva-based ILO, said women
need special attention to move
forward as they have no strong
representation in executive and
technical jobs.

"This is very sad to see
women as subordinate to men
in every sphere of life. We shall
have to work wholeheartedly to
establish women at the decision
level position for their real

VIP Lounge, Mational Press Club, Dhaka
6 Septermmber 2009
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empowerment,” she said,
hoping that the Alliance would
be one of the big platforms to
establish the rights of women
workers.

While speaking as special
guest Panudda Boonpala,
director of [LO in Dhaka Office,
stressed the need for cohesion
among the government,
employers and workers to
ensure descent environment in
workplace.

“ILO is working to promote
descent working environment
all over the world for women
both at home and workplace,"
Boonpalaadded.

With AWWR Chairperson
ProflshratShamim in the chair,
the function was also
addressed by Parveen S Huda,
vice chairperson of AWWR and
executive director of Nari
Unnayan Shakti, and Shirin
Akhter, president of
Bangladesh Jatiya Sramik Jote.
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State Minister for Labour and Employment Begum Monnujan Sufian speaks at the launching cere-
mony of an organisation titled ‘Alliance for Women Workers Rights (AWWR)' at the National Press

Club in the city yesterday.

- *Road accidents kill 5

METRO DESK

underofthe upazila.

Five people were killed in separate road acci-
dents in Munshiganj, Barisal and Comilla yes-

terday.
Our correspondent in

) :

Two people were killed and five others injured

in a road accident on Dhaka-Tongi Bari road at
Atparain Munshiganj yesterday.

The dead were identified as Tuli, 6, and Lalu

Kha, 70.

Locals said the accident occurred when a

passenger bus carrying around 30 passeng
fall into aditchlosingits control. s

The injured were admitted to Tongi Bari

Hospital.

Our correspondent in Barisal adds: One
person waskilled in a road accident at Mokamia
under Betagi upazila in Barguna yesterday,.

The victim was identified as Abdur Rob
Mridha. 55, secretarv of Kazirabad union AL

)

Police said the accident accurred when a
truck dashed his motorbike at around 4:30pm
yesterday, leaving him dead on the spot.

Police arrested the truck driver,

reports:

Daudkandi.

A correspondent in Comilla adds: Two peo-
ple were killed in separate road accidents in
Comilla yesterday.

Narayan Debnath, 30, a goldsmith, was
killed in a road accident at Raypur on Dhaka-
Chittagong road under Daudkandi upazila in
Comilla yesterday.

Police said the accident occurred at around
1:00pm when a Dhaka-bound covert van hit
him while he was crossing the road.

Police recovered the body and sent it to
morgue for autopsy.

In another accident, an unidentified
passerby was killed in a road accident at
Hasanpur on Dhaka-Chittagong road under

Domestic help | /7
commits
suicide in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crtg

A domestic help committed 4
suicide by hanging herself
from a ceiling fan ata house in
Chashma Hill area in the port
city of Chittagong yesterday.

The deceased identified as
Taslima Begum, 18, hailed
from Chunati under Lohagara
upazilainthe district.

Sources said the victim had
been working at the house of
expatriate Ziaul Haque on the
second floor of a building in
the residential area under
Panchlaish Police Station for
the last eight years.

Sources said Ziaul's wife
Halima went out of her resi-
dence for shopping at around
11.00am and returned around
1:30pm.

But having no response
and finding the door locked
from inside, Halima opened
the door with the alternative
keys and found Taslima hang-
ing from the ceiling with a
scurf.

Halima then informed
police of the matter.

The body bore no mark of
injury and was sent to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital morgue for an
autopsy, said Sub-Inspector
Mostafa of Panchlaish Police
Station.

Filling of an unnatural
death (UD) case was under
process in this connection and
investigation will start after
the autopsy report is made, he
added.
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Man crushed
under wheels
of train

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

was crushed under the wheels
of a train near Rajshahi
Railway Station yesterday.

The victim identified as
Gini, 60, of Seroil Colony area
was hit by a commuter train
from Iswardi while he was
walking towards his home
alongthe railway track.

Sources said Gini was
rushed to Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital, but the on-

duty doctors declared him
dead.
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Win a Panasonic Air conditioner absolutely FREE

=) Scratch and win guaranteed Tk 2000
cash back or be the lucky one to win |
25% or 50% discount or even win a
Panasonic Air conditioner absolutely |

free with every purchase.
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Eco-Inspired Design
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Made stylish with a sleek, curved front, the new ENVIO complements any |
r0om rterior. With recyciadle mateviais and ererpy-effcent featres. the [
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| ADVANCED*PLUS | :
€-ion Air Purifying System |

New acvanced e-ion Air Purifying System with Patrol Sensor mondons the
aF and indicales the level of dust in the room. With a larger cross flow fan
for improved airflow and alr purifying performance, ENVIO Oeacbvates
99%" of airborme particies for claaner and healthier Ax
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Shopping Mall Panthapath- 1
Karnafully Garden City, Shantinagar -

+19 Septermnber (o 21 September | Chittagong-Sanmar Ocean City, GEC mor-13 September to 15 September.
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