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: AHMED A. AZAD indigenous pool of scientists and questionable, this does point to the highereducationsystem relevant to our
technicians, the oil-rich countries of pitiable state of higher education in needs.
i HE newly elected the Middle East have to depend on Bangladesh, We thus need to urgently While access to hight_-r {'dll{:ﬂti(‘lr? isa
| government's manifesto imported equipment, technology and focus on certain core areas such as fundamental right ol every citizen
| includes the realisation of expertise. commitment to scholarship and there is a need to seriously assess
Vision 2021 and the technology to Scientific proficiency, in turn, is research, laboratory and workshop whc‘lhur every Hludt't.ll who passes
implement it (Digital Bangladesh), (ritically dependent on the quality of facilities, development and utilisation  H5C needs to be prlll‘h’“dl-"iI d l"i“-"_‘ s
envisages Bangladesh as a middle- higher education and scientific capac- of intellectual property (patents) and tertary education since many stu-
income technology-savvy country by v It is no coincidence that the best technology transfer to local industry. dut.'ﬂa:.wmuld be lmtl.upnﬂ_'ln vncntmnlall
2021. Although this is a much needed research universities in the world are It goes without saying that a very (rainingcentres which ””"r_m“r“f“_ -
change in paradigm shift, it will Jocated in the most advanced coun- strong primary and secondary educa- Specific trade-related subjects. The
require sustained effort and a long- tries. Bangladeshis notonlyascientifi- tion system is the foundation for an Pressure tor “{1"‘1551;”‘ fhi"' L‘iil S :;
term plan involving strategic cally-deficient LDC butitalso has very internationally competitive higher mga}hnmn‘;?ng _Eff“‘_““ yL Pavls ﬂ"r
investment in education and little natural resources that can be education system. Developing such a. 1‘”""‘?““ 'l""wrblilt,wl"’l' ”_“'}’ (Tliﬂ}(]rlltf ¥
technology. For this to happen, there traded for cash. Thus, if Bangladesh system and making itaccessible to all is “:h"‘lf' tfim”:”quf duln}:i(_'s:u‘tl;l:l;:_;lI:I}
has to be unwavering commitment by seriously aspires to the status of a perhaps the most important and diffi- lLIn:I??‘[?I 'mf ‘_:"‘ *:urv i
the present and successive middle income country, it needs to cult task facing the Government of S e g '
governments to elevate the present drastically improve the quality of its Bangladesh (GoB). Fortunately, the
levels of higher education and higher education and scientific profi- present government seems to have For the full version of this article please read this month's
scientific proficiency to contemporary ciency through rapid capacity building realised the importance of this issue gonm, available free with The Daily Star on September 7
international standards. in the academic and Science and since the Ministry of Education has — ;
‘ There is a positive correlation Technology (S&T) sectorsand effective been given the highest allocation in the R R by baas Thonciiad s TWAS T
: ‘ between the levels of scientific profi- collaboration between academia, recent budget, an additional State Academy of Science of the Developing World) as a TWAS
ciency and economic development of governmentand the private sector. Minister has been appointed specifi-  gosaarch Professor in Bangladesh. He previously held
a country and that is why the devel- Recently some newspapers in cally tooverhaul the primary education the positions of Director of Research and Professor of
oped countries of the West are also the Dhaka reported that Dhaka University, sector and secondary education is ':'ﬂﬂrtal g:ﬁiiﬂf';nﬂlﬂﬁr. ;Jnswt?fﬁlti_rlﬂfgsﬂlieoﬁ’-;:" it?;:::h
most scientifically and technologically the premier seat of higher learning, being modernised with special empha- Mgncﬁn)ér, b B p s ) ';&wmm ot ;I
advanced. Wealth alone does not guar- was ranked at number 4922 in the sisonscienceandtechnology. However, . . =~ . Engineering and Biotechnology
antee a knowledge-based technology- world. While the relevance and useful- this alone will not automatically result  (CGEB, Trieste); and Director, Board of the Medical :
driven economy; in the absence of an ness of such rankings for an LDC is in an internationally competitive ResearchCouncilof SouthAfrica
Back to the Drawing Board Going Digital
ABDUS SATTAR MOLLA mended that PE be extended up to the the three main 'groups (Science, | SWAPAN KUMAR GAYEN ogy (ICT) enthusiasts, but have with their own interpretations and
| ~ 8th grade. It is indeed unfortunate Humanities and Commerce) up to the " ‘ } entered the vocabulary of the edu- agendas. While the scope of Digital
DUCATION in Bangladesh is that, even after 35 years, we have not secondarystage butit failed. III(’FTM‘ Banglﬂadesh and  caed section of the population. In its Bangladesh is likely to evolve, being
beset with many problems . . . to even partially implement Vision €0zl are catch  gojection manifesto leading up to the shaped by the economic, political,
Sucirsws. divigiveness, high. . recommendation. No public exam- For the full version of this article please read this month's BUSHSES WREAngiades, Parliamentary Elections in 2008, social and cultural realities, there will
drop-out rates.kdm?riorating teachifng ination is conducted on completion of Forum, avalable free with The Dadly Star on September 7 ;hesi daY?‘ T:fb :Jluz]zwgrds T‘r_ef“” the Awami League (AL) coalition envi- be some common threads that reason-
' : i onger confine 1e lexicon of infor-  _; i o ; _ : i
?i;?t:?:;zc;:iin.?Dtﬁ'{:};;[;{:';ill[z:l?heif i andeSther.e-]S Ve Wﬂ)’ﬂfens.urmg Abdus Sattar Molla is a PhD candidate, NIE (under NTU), mﬂﬁﬂn and communication technol- :-llﬂnEd”fl [?i,gl;?jl Btdr.lglﬂdﬁ'hh b)"ZU.:f_l. 9L pl.‘nl?ll? L‘_an ag'rfce. up{_m'. .Dlg”a]
| the accountability of the primary Singapore 1e alliance led by the Bangladesh Bangladesh will entail applications of
dependen.ce‘ nn_ coaching cer‘uers. school teachers for the quality of edu- Nationalist Party (BNP) countered ICT to enhance efficiency of operation,
: :;?:i:?;ilz:xasl,lz;;li?t?ci:l:tiz{:]u{;“s::lhl cation imparted durir{g this stage. It~i5 s '::rh;[;f‘;:][i;’;’s‘: dl: ’i’;i“:;:!i’;di:‘ administration, management, and
students and faculty-and so on. Some o ??ﬂnd?r- Lhm e el e ﬁn'n-i tr;i'i' [‘(ln‘liltt:{l}ﬁ[_]}]h[-ﬂ‘ own flf::;*i%;;luy* 855 s e
Rt Sl Do TR, prlmar)fschﬂnls are aby'rs'mallylow and . ¥ 11 Yrat ey Fhe process r_;l‘ n‘anwtnr[mru{
p : Y5 even middle-class families try to send heartening, as it may be a realization Bangladesh to a “digital” country will
:::: t::f;:::::;lgg":;g]: g:}:‘;:jn:?é theirc.hildre_nlnotherl‘ypesufschools. i”:::fr:‘;gzi':‘i:;:‘:L[ll;m;jf(;‘e‘:slig be complex. Many administrative,
e Tl ST e A Zspemal_ly kindergartens. The onus of September 2009 a monthly publication of The Dally Star Flrdese atac = . thg[ % T NPEES fﬂaﬂagf"fﬂ}‘_hl-ﬂ’?d“‘d- and
A7 i % eveloping a solid foundation is, thus, orward-looking, and that investment eyen socio-economic issues have to be
adm}mlstran?*e mEfflCl‘ETfCY and shifted to the secondary school teach- in ICT 1s important for national devel- 34dressed and resolved along the way:
ngc:;:}'n :Tal;ltl:ld;?tflk;:lmml:ttZk ';? ers who often have to start from npr:nent. & | ' | Two core issues are manpower devel-
_ ; _ scratch. The creation, dissemination, opment and democratisation. A com-
::ml;mi::;Ei:l;ile:g;-:fal:m:zlbi’:; The 12-year period (comprising of exchange i’f"drﬂPP“f?‘“Un 1ﬂf k"ﬂ-“*’i' petent wnrkfﬂrc:e with the requisite
r Y S 5-year PE and 7-year SE) has three edge play an increasingly important technical expertise, as well as commu-
the‘ structural weaknesses in our edu- distinct streams: the first and largest role in the economic development of pication and managerial skills, will be
cationsystem. follows the national curriculum lead- the “knowledge-based society” that pecessary, not only in the big cities but
_ Formanyyears.we‘ had been follow- ing to the SSC and HSC examinations the world is embarking upon. It is throughout the country including
Ing a system wherein a student was and most of the schools in this stream imperative that Bangladesh positions rural areas. This in turn will require
e-xposed 10‘1:'3 years of ft-}rmal educa- employ Bangla as the medium of herself well to avail that rising tide to supreme emphasis on education in
0D COMPIISTE of (a) primary educa- instruction: next are the Madrassas become a member of the group known general, and strengthening of the
UDH{PE_] -4/5 years; (b) secondary which emphasize more on Islamic as the ‘emerging economies.” The science. technology, engineering,
et.flucatmn[‘SE}-Bf? )’Ei-irs and; (c) religious education: and thirdiy. we pursuitufadigital BangladeshbyZOEl. mathematics, communication and
hlgherlft'ertiary ti:ducat{nn- 4 years have the English medium schools the golden anniversary of the nation's management education, in particular.
comprising of either [1_}_ 3(Bachelor which follow the British or American independence, will be a coveted In order for a “Digital Bangladesh” to
Honors) +1(Masters) or (ii) 2(Bachelor curriculum. Such segregation has not endeavor. be meaningful for all her citizens, the |
Pass Course) +2(Master5}.‘h decade only divided our society but is also a Questions need to be asked though: benefits of digitisation should reach ‘
.back. the Bachelor portion (both violation of Article 170of our constitu- 3 e What is the scope of Digital the disadvantaged everywhere in the |
'HDnurs and Pass Cnurs:e] Was . Honwhich guarantees uniform educa- ol Bangladesh? What are its mission and country, and not be limited to an elite |
: ¥ increased h)_" one year resulting in a tion for all. goals? Is there a roadmap to achieve few. Anything less will have the unde-
totz}] education span of 17 y:ears. PE, Many eminent educators of the . the desired end? Activists and enthusi- sirable effect of widening the “digital
which was !:af 4 years duration up to country agree that the present 8-year ) asts who like to go beyond rhetoricand divide” and accentuating the dispari-
1952, was increased to 5 years the duration of general education is not @* look for concrete plans of action are ties between the privileged and the |
following year and has been so ever enough. Students need to learn some- o raising these questions from different underprivileged.
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14 years universal schooling, recom- : : S ey shape, expectations bulld, demands - gyapan kumar Gayen, Proessor, Ciy Universi of New
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no right to fall in love. In fact, . g for flack ol places to go seek refuge in, or And it's not as if their customers just
R Ao Al et ¥ ﬁtness freaks _whu workcfut there early were tricked and brought there, gang don't pay and leave, they are often
fio right to be. She was one of the many :jn :l;; gw;mng_ anfd discovered her raal:te ;;I:Ihslaidedcut? were an int‘egral sgbjected to unbelievable amounts of
; v floating prostitutes of a mazaar area, °cad P0dy angling KOITL R Froe p SRS uct{o? process. Some  yiglence for asking for their dues.
She needed to exist to cater to our ©f them, like Meena,* also made the
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who existed, but not really. She was a
fool who made the mistake of falling in
love, an imbecile who forgot she was
not a human-being, and tricked her-

self into believing the promises her

customer-turned-lover made of mar-
rying her.
She was a dweller of a mazaar, the

place where hundreds of people flock

on a weekly basis to conduct wish-

fulfilling rituals. And apparently they
work. So why wouldn't her wishes
come true when she lived amidst all

that magic?

She forgot magic wasn't for her

either.

needs, but she had no right to exist.
Her story is the perfect example of filth
permeating through what we would
like to believe is our holy and
untainted society, Not the filth we
accuse her of diffusing, but the filth we
create and conveniently shove under
the rug. Borsha lived her life to hone
our selfishness, and died at the hands
ofour nonchalant cowardice.

Group work is usually a part of any
orientation process as it has proven to
be an effective ice-breaking and team-
building technique. That is probably
why most of the women I spoke to

colossal mistake of ignoring her
mother's advice and took a candy-pill
from a stranger. She and many like her
then found themselves in a brothel
upon regaining consciousness. Some
fled brothels and upon being rejected
by their homes, came to the city to find
work and ended up in mazaars as
homeless, floating sex slaves.

“Slaves” may seem like an exagger-
ated way of labelling them because as
commercial sex workers, they do in
theory, get paid. But given how invisi-
ble our society has rendered them,
when a customer refuses to pay for a
service, there really is no agency or

The state of the floating sex workers
-- battered, beaten, and banished --
brings to question our sense of com-
munity. That we live in a community
and are responsible for each other only
seems to be realized when we want to
quench our thirst for butting into other
people’s businesses. But when it
comes to fighting, to protecting, there
isno one,

(*real stories with altered names)

For the full version of this article please read this month's
Forum, available free with The Daily Star on September 7.

Farah Mehreen Ahmad works for BRAC and is also a
member of Drishtipat Writers' Collective
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~ Don't forget to ask your hawker for your copy of Forum,

available free with The Daily Star on Monday, September 7




