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Ustad Allauddin Khan’s 37th
death anniversary today

OURCORRESPONDE NT, Brahmanbaria
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The 37th death anniversary of world-
renowned musician, Sur Samrat Ustad
Allauddin Khan will be held in
Brahmanbaria today.

Brahmanbaria Municipality and Sur
Samrat Ustad Allauddin Sangeetangan will
hold separate programmes to mark the day.

Brahmanbaria Municipality Auditorium
will be named after Ustad Allauddin Khan
and it is likely to be inaugurated by a local
MPF, Advocate Lutful Hye.

Ustad Allauddin Khan was born in 1862 at

Shibpur village under Nabinagar upazila of

the district. He was a multi-instrumentalist,
composer and one of the most renowned
music teachers of the 20th Century in Indian
classical music.

During his lifetime, he composed several
ragas and laid the foundation of a modern
Maihar Gharana. Amongst his recordings,
which are rare, the most important ones are
those he recorded with the All India Radio in
1959-60.

He was the father of sarod maestro Ali
Akbar Khan and Annapurna Devi and guru
to Ravi Shankar, Nikhil Banerjee, Vasant Rai,
Pannalal Ghosh, Bahadur Khan, Sharan
Rani and other influential musicians. He
himself was a disciple of many great musi-
cians, including Gopal Chandra Banerjee,
Lobo, Munne Khan, and most importantly
after a lot of struggle managed to become a
shagird (disciple) of the legendary veena
player, Wazir Khan of Rampur.

He was awarded the Padma Vibhushan,
India's second highest civilian honour in
1971, and prior to that in 1954, the Sangeet
INatak Akademi awarded him with its_high-
est honour, the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Fellowship for lifetime contribution to
[ndian music.

Ustad Allauddin Khan died in 1972 in

Drik celebrates two decades
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Leading photographic agency and gallery
Drik celebrates its 20th anniversary this year.
1o mark the special occasion, a two-day
series of events begins today.

The celebration programme begins this
morningat 10am with areview of portfolios of
selected artists. Renowned Indian photogra-
pher Raghu Rai will review the portfolios. The
programme will be held at Pathshala - The
South Asian Media Academy and Institute of
Photography. Rai will also attend a couple of
other programmes, as he will inaugurate an
exhibition, "20 Years of Drik," featuring two
decades of the institution's activities, at
5:30pm today.

On the same day, Drik will introduce the
first of the 'Golam Kasem Daddy Lecture
Series.” Dhali Al Mamoon, artist and teacher
of the Fine Arts Department, Chittagong
University, will deliver the speech.

On the second day (September 7), a photo

exhibition, titled "India" featuring works of
Raghu Rai, will be inaugurated at the Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts, Dhanmondi. The exhibi-
tion will continue till September 13,

I'he second day's programme also includes
an open forum on 'Delhi in Contrasts and
Confluences." The forum by Rai, on his latest
book, will take place at Drik Gallery from 3pm.

Drik, sanskrit for 'vision,' started its jour-
ney as a photographic agency run by a small
group of people. The agency set out to repre-
sentagroup of media professionals.

Drik’s training programmes range from
providing education to working class chil-
dren to grooming the region's brightest
young photojournalists through Pathshala,
its educational wing. Top photographers
from Magnum, National Geographic, Time,
Contact Press Images and other leading
media organisations make up the visiting
facultyat Pathshala.

The organisation also holds 'Chobi Mela,’
the biggest photography festival in Asia.
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A slap in the face:
Oprah vs Chris Brown

In the forthcoming issue of
People magazine, Chris Brown
talks about his life since the
February altercation with
then-girlfriend Rihanna. The
issues the pop star discussed
included his feelings for
Rihanna, his brief reconcilia-
tion with her after the incident
and how he doesn’t think he'll
hitawoman again.

But Brown also addressed a
domestic-abuse-focused
episode of "The Oprah
Winfrey Show" that aired just
after the assault, saying he
thinks the show could have
portrayed him in a better light.
"I commend Oprah on being
like, "This is a problem,’ but it
was a slap in my face,” Brown
told the magazine. "I did a lot
of stuff for her, like going 10
Africa and performing for her
school. She could have been
more helpful, like, 'OK, I'm
going to help both of these
peopleout."”

In a statement released to
TMZ on September 3, Oprah
responded to Brown's senti-
ments about the show. "Oprah
is very appreciative that Chris

abuse very seriously,” the

statement reads. “She hopes
he gets the counselling he
needs.”

In the People interview,
Brown said he is meeting with
a counsellor. “If I do have an
anger problem, I will work
with my counsellor and hope-
fully channel my anger into
something like dancing.” he
said. "I'm going to counsel-
ling. | want to understand my
feelings. I don't think that I'd
get that mad again. I'd walk
away. This has matured me.”

B[{]‘W'n pE rrnrmed at her B Lt T
school, butshe takes domestic  Source: Intemet

Sur Samrat Ustad Allauddin Khan Maihar, India.
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