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EU says it’s ready for talks
or confrontation with Iran

AFP, Stockholm Reinfeldt, speaking at a separate press
conference, said Europe needed to
Sweden's EU presidency said it was remain united in its opposition to Iran's
ready for talks or confrontation with nuclear programme.
Iran over its nuclear programme and ‘I think it's very important for us to be
qualified the appointment of a terror gathered firmly in the EU's reaction
suspect as defence ministerasa "provo- towards Iran, not accepting nuclear
cation.” ambitions,” he said.

"If they are ready to engage with us, [ran insists its nuclear work is peaceful
we're ready to cooperate with them,” butWestern countries allege that it wants
Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt, atomicweapons.

whose country holds the £U presidency, The UN Security Council has already

said as he arrived for informal talks with  slapped three rounds of sanctions on the

his EU counterparts in Stockholm. Islamic republic, and pressure is growing
"But if they decide to go for confronta-  formore.

tion, then confrontation will happen,” he [o make matters worse, Reinfeldt said

told reporters. Iranian President Mahmoud

Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Ahmadinejad's appointment of terror

A
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suspect Ahmad Vahidi as defence minis-
1er was a provocation,

"We feel a situation where we often
come back to provocations. Of course, |
saw that this assignment was done as one
ofthese examples,” he told reporters.

Vahidi is wanted by Interpol for a 1994
attack on a Jewish charity that killed 85
people and injured another 300,

Germany's European Affairs Minister
Guenter Gloser said that European does-,
n't want to impose more sanctions, but
added that "there must not be a nuclear
arms race inthe Middle East."

French Foreign Minister Bernard
Kouchner questioned the usefulness of
pursuing negotiations on the nuclear

dossierwith Tehran indefinitely.

Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez is greeted with petals during his visit to Damascus on Friday.
Chavez, who arrived in Syria on Sept 3, lambasted Israel as a "genocidal” and "killer" state and

demanded the return of the Golan Heights to Syria.

AFP, Sanaa

Dozens of people were killed
or wounded in clashes
between Shia rebels and the
Yemeni army overnight when
a ceaselire broke down after
only four hours, a military
source said.

"The armed forces and
rebels engaged in violent
clashes overnight which
continued until dawn on
Saturday in Malaheez and
Hafr Sufyan” in Saada prov-
ince, the source told AFP in
Sanaa by telephone,

"Dozens of people have
been killed and wounded in
both camps,” the source
added, without elaborating.
No official confirmation of the
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Ex-US soldier
gets life for
Iraqi girl's
rape, murder

AFP, Paducah, Kentucky

A former US soldier will spend
his life in prison for the gang
rape and murder of an Iraqi girl
and thesslaughter of her family, a
judge ruled Friday.

Steven Dale Green was
convicted in May of the 2006
rape and killing of 14-year-old
Abeer al-Janabi and the murder
of her mother, father and six-
year-old sister in their home
south of Baghdad.

He was considered the
ringleader of a group of five
soldiers who plotted the crime
over whiskey and a game of
cards at a traffic check point in
Mahmudiyah.

'Dozens killed' as Yemen
ceasefire cracks: Army

toll was available,

The government
announced on Friday evening
that it would declare a
ceasefire in response to
requests from humanitarian
agencies to help ensure the
safety of civilians and to an
offer from the rebels to coop-
erate in that effort.

Inastatement on Friday, the
Zaidi rebels said they were
ready to cooperate with a UN
plan for a "humanitarian
corridor” to allow aid into areas
where fighting is taking place.

The government sus-
pended its three-week-old
"Scorched Earth" operation
and calm briefly returned to
mountainous Saada province,
stronghold of the rebels.

TIONAL

Palestinian women try to comfort the sister of Ghazi al-Zaanin, 15, during his funeral in Beit Hanun in
the northern Gaza Strip yesterday. The teenager died of wounds sustained on Friday after Israelj
troops opened fire at farmers in Beit Hanun.

Abbas sees no point in

il . — ————
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meeting Netanyahu if

settlements grow <

AFP, Cairo

freeze settlements as a first step to peace nego- 1

tiations.

Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas said An Israeli government official told AFP
yesterday he sees no point in meeting on Friday that Netenyahu will approve the
Benjamin Netanyahu if the Israeli premier construction of hundreds of homes in West
approves a fast expansion of West Bank settle- Bank settlements before implementing a |
ments before considering a freeze. freeze.

Abbas, in Cairo for talks with Egyptian Netenyahu would place a moratorium on
President Hosni Mubarak, told reporters that settlement expansion “for a few months" after
such a move by Netenyahu, who has been the green light is given to build the new homes,
under US pressure to halt settlement construc- the official said.
tion, would mean he was not serious about The announcement drew outrage from the

peace talks.

"It would mean that he doesn't want to do  trying to broker peace between Israel and the
anything, and there's no need to meet him,” Palestinians, said it was inconsistent with
Abbas said, insisting again that Israel should peace efforts.

Palestinians, while the United States, which is

US, S Korea in top-level Senior Bush

talks on N Korean nukes

AFP, Seoul nated response,” Yonhap quoted an informed i
source as saying. y Washington
The United States and South Korea on Saturday In a defiant response to tougher UN sanc-

held top-level talks to discuss ways to press tions imposed after the nuclear test, Pyongyang
North Korea to return to disarmament talks, a said Friday that experimental uranium enrich-
day after the communist- state's renewed mentwasenteringtheeompletionphase.

| L ) Repracessing of spent fue] rods was also in
StephenBesworth, the White House'sspecial -the final phase and extracted plutoriufm' was

nuclearsabreganling. Ty O

representative on North Korea, met with Wi beingweaponised, it said.

Former US president George

W Bush's top law enforcer

John Ashcroft could be sued

and held personally responsi- s
ble for the wrongful detention
of a US "terror" witness, a

federal appeals court said.

Wung-Lac, South Korea's chief delegate to six- The US government said it was "very con- | gy T
party talks on disarming North Korea, an AFP cerned" by the claims, and vowed to stand firm Placing responsibility on
journaliston the scene said. on the tough international sanctions imposed Bush administration officials,

Bosworth, who is visiting the region for talks on North Korea in the aftermath of its nuclear | €specially Ashcroft who was

aimed at restarting the six-party talks which the and missile tests this year.

attorney general at the time,

North is boycotting, declined to comment on "We continue to be committed to ensuring | the judge at the ninth circuit
details of his meeting with Wi pending a press that North Korea upholds its international obli- | court of appeals in Boise,
briefing on Sunday. gations and we continue to strongly implement | Idaho ruled Friday in favour of

But Yonhap news agency said Bosworthand the sanctions that were approved,” White House | Abdullah al-Kidd, an

Wi reviewed the North's claim on Friday thatit spokesman Robert Gibbs said.

was building more plutonium-based atomic "Our goal continues to be, and will continue
weapons and had made progress on enriching to be the denuclearisation” of the Korean penin-

uranium and discussed a coordinated sula, hesaid.

response. The US has repeatedly said it wants
"As the North is raising tensions and making Pyongyang to return to six-party disarmament

official can

be sued for wrongful
detention: US court

American citizen who brought
the complaint.

The "aggressive detention
of lawbreakers and material
witnesses is vital to prevent-
ing, disrupting on delaying
new attacks," Ashcroft said at
the time, in a statement
quoted in court.

The decision came after a
2006 ruling that found mate-
rial witness law could only be
employed when an individual
is genuinely sought as a wit-
ness and there was a flight risk,
and thatitcould notbe used as
a preventive measure,

German Chancellor Angela Merkel (C) greets admirers during election campaigning in her constitu-
ency in the northern German city of Stralsund yesterday.
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conciliatory gestures at the same time, the two talks, which group the two Koreas, the US, AFP, Tehran

reviewed the situation and discussed a coordi- Japan, Russiaand China.

[ran's opposition leader Mir
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Hossein Mousavi yesterday
renewed fraud allegations
against the authorities over
June's disputed presidential
election and called for pro-
tests against the result to

w-ffagn/asgrey/far-o 9/o(89)5Tfa/300b- \_Y Y 2 oifad § ov-on-200» [EBr%| | continue,

"People, your friends are
committed not to betray you
on the path of fighting liars

AT APRIATA JER AN FW GWR-3009 AIWR FIGSW To1 JfEfox ¢ Trbr <G F& S| | .14 fraudsters.” he said in a
o Qo w1 TS /oy T WS Adren Fdfoe afitrr wfie avw (et e %) | | ctatement carried on his

official website, Kaleme.com.
“"With respect to this com-

mitment, the only way that |

recommend is to continue on

ings, campaigns and ques-

Mousavi vows to continue
fighting election 'fraud’

tions,” Mousavi said.

His call came two days after
Iran’'s conservative-
dominated parliament united
behind President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad to approve the
vast majority of his new cabi-
net, reportedly after supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
intervened.

Mousavi -- who came
second in the June 12 poll --
dismissed hardliner
Ahmadinejad's re-election as
a "shameful fraud" as hun-
dreds of thousands of Iranians
poured on to streets in protest.

Dozens of people were
killed and thousands were
arrested in the protests, which
plunged Iran into its worst
internal political crisis since
the 1979 Islamic revolution.
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25 killed in fresh clashes
in south Sudan: Military'

have stolen very many cattle.”

Twenty-five people have been killed and several more wounded
in clashes in the tense oil-rich Upper Nile region of south Sudan,
amilitary spokesman said yesterday.

Heavily armed fighters attacked an ethnic Dinka settlement
in Bony-Thiang, north of the state capital Malakal, early on
Friday, Major General Kuol Diem Kuol, of the southern Sudan
People's Liberation Army (SPLA), said.

"They killed 20, including the paramount chief, his two wives
and three children, and wounded many more," Kuol said. "They
have burnt down the village and destroyed all the huts, and they
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A crew member of the schooner Tara casts off yesterday at Lorient's
harbour as the ship is leaving for a three-year scientific voyage on the
trail of naturalist Charles Darwin to map the effects of climate change
on the marine organisms from which all life evolved. The 150,000
kilometre (81,000 nautical mile) journey will take the French boat into
all of the world's oceans and from the ice caps to the tropics, following
and also expanding on Darwin's 1831-1836 trip on board the Beagle.
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