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FM's visit to India likely
to strengthen relations

y New Delhi

ﬁgiadesh and India would
uss the entire gamut of
bilateral ties, including the
“existing ones like the cross-
'border Tipaimukh dam, as
- Foreign Minister Dipu Moni is
to arrive here tomorrow on a
four-day visit, informed
sources said yesterday.

They said New Delhi was
keen to “bridge differences
with Bangladesh” over sensi-
tive issues like the Tipaimukh
project and move ahead on
trade and transit issues as
Dipu is set to hold talks with
her Indian counterpart SM
Krishna ahead of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's
expected New Delhi visit later
thisyear.

Official sources said the
two sides were likely to focus
~on enhancing connectivity
and giving a fresh momentum

‘to expanding economic
-engagement that would help
in reducing “trust deficit” to
resolve complex issues like

‘border management, infiltra-

"rﬁnn and illegal migration and

terrorism.

Moni, who would be in the
Indian capital on her first
official visit as the foreign
minister since the incumbent
government of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina assumed power
after the landmark December
29 general elections with three
fourths of majority last year.

Former external affairs
minister and currently
Finance Minister Pranab
Mukherjee of India visited
Bangladesh in last February
and met Moni apart from
calling on the prime minister,
Finance Minister AMA Muhith
and Home Minister Sahara
Khatun.

Moni is also scheduled to
call on Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and hold
meetings with Mukherjee and
several other political leaders.

“The proposed visit of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
to India is also likely to figure
during the discussions. The
visit is likely to take place by
the end of this year,” an official
familiar with the process said.

As the contentious
Tipaimukh Hydroelectric
Dam Project is likely to figure

prominently in the discus-
sions, New Delhi made it clear
that there would be absolutely
no diversion of water in the
Barak as feared by a section of
people in Bangladesh, the
informed sources said.

Located near the conflu-
ence of the Barak and Tuivai
rivers in Monipur, the project
appeared to have dominated
the centre stage of
Bangladesh-India ties for the
last several months.

When a Bangladeshi par-
liamentary delegation headed
by former water resources
minister Abdur Razzak visited
the project area last month,
the Indian authorities cleared
the points.

Moni's visit would provide
a good opportunity to remove
any misgivings over the pro-
ject, the sources said.

Put together, these initia-
tives have set the stage for a
new positive period of trust
and cooperation between the
two neighbours. Moni's trip
comes at a time when India's
relationship with Bangladesh
is showing signs of improve-
ment, the sources said.
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BGMEA's d

emand for

Tk 3,000cr an attempt
to blackmail govt

Prof Akash tells BBC Sanglap

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Noted economist Prof MM Akash
yesterday said the BGMEA's
demand for Tk 3,000 crore to pay
the workers' wages and bonuses is
an attempt to blackmail the goy-
emment.

“They are blackmailing the
government by saying if the gov-
emment does not pay them the
moneyand if the workers go forany
unrest, the government would be
responsible for that,” he said while
speaking at the Bangladesh
Sanglap hosted by BBC Bangla
Service.

Prof Akash said they need to
specifically show their balance
sheets how much loss they are
incurring. The government is doing
it right by not giving them any fund
for facing economic recession as
theirgrowthisstill positive.

Adviser to Prime Minister Dr
Syed Modasser Ali said, “Our gar-
ment industries were benefited by
the economic recession in the US
and elsewhere and it was making

“They [garment owners) need
to recognise that how logical it
would be that the government
would pay the workers' Eid bonus

owned by them. I think they need
other government supports than

stimulus package,” hesaid,
President of Bangladesh

Women's Chamber of Commerce
and Industries Salima Ahmad said
it is unfortunate that people always
support the workers, not the own-
ers. The owners' interests should
alsobeconsidered.

Replying to a query at the dia-
logue on the contemporary issues
ofthe country, Dr Modassersaid the

.government has taken all the steps

tofightswine flu, adding that media
and the opposition party have
supported the government in this
regard

BNP leader ANM Ehsanul
Haque Milon said the government
did not take enough measures for
tacklingtheeconomic meltdown.

But he also hailed the gov-
ernment for different steps they
had taken so far to tackle the
swine fluepidemic.

About the leasing of gas
blocks to two foreign compa-
nies, Dr Modasser said the
government would not do
anything against the interest of
the nation.

The dialogue was held at the
Bangabandhu International
Conference Centrein the city.
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Participants of a workshop on 'Presentation of news in Bangla Sign Language’ pose for photo with
the chief guest, Syed Fahim Munaim, managing editor of The Daily Star, and other guests at the
certificate award ceremony in the city yesterday.

Unite to ensure

rights

Representatives urge at Dalit council

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Babulal Sarder and Rajkumar
Das were elected president
and vice-president of the 13-
member national working
committee of Bangladesh
Dalit and Excluded Rights
Movement (BDERM) at its first
general council yesterday,
says apressrelease.

Other office bearers
include Milan Das, general
secretary; advocate Monilal
Das, treasurer; Rambhojon
Koiri, joint secretary; Ashok
Das, organising secretary;
Lalit Das, publication secre-
tary; Shanti Mondol, women
affairs secretary; and mem-
bers Raghubir Das, Lovely
Rani, Sajoni Rani, Nirmal
Chandra Das and Pannalal
Banshfor.

Representatives from
BDERM and its 25 organisa-
tions from six divisions across
the country working for the
development of the people
with Dalit community took

part in the council at WVA
auditorium in the city.

They called on the Dalit
community to be united to
press the government in order
to meet their basic human
rights, as years after years they
have been deprived of these
rights as citizens of the coun-
try and human beings as well.

Babulal, newly elected
president, said: “We have to be
united to raise our voice against
all discrimination, including
racial or religious, towards the
community people.”

A set of demands by the
representatives were placed at
the council, including ensur-
ing housing facilities of the
community, enactment of an
anti-racial law, implementa-
tion of election manifestos of
the political parities, ensuring
representatives of Dalit com-
munity at National Human
Rights Commission, providing
proper health, education
facilities and ensuring utility
facilities at the community.

PHOTO: COURTESY
Representatives of Bangladesh Dalit and Excluded Rights
Movement at the first general council of the organisation at WVA
auditorium in the city yesterday.

TV channels
urged to
present news in
sign language

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a certificate giving
ceremony of a workshop
yesterday called on the televi-
sion channels to present news
in sign language to ensure the
right to information for the
people with hearing impair-
ments.

The Society of the Deaf and
Sign Language Users organ-
ised the workshop on 'Presen-
tation of news in Bangla Sign
Language'.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Syed Fahim Munaim, manag-
ing editor of The Daily Star,
said, "Nowadays the use of
sign language has increased
across the globe. It is our
responsibility to promote its
useinthe country.”

Lauding the government
for giving recognition to
Bangla sign language, he
emphasised the need to
arrange more training
programmes to develop skills
ofthe sign language users.

He also urged the media
men to highlight the
programmes on the sign
language to raise awareness
aboutit. - _

Osman' Khalid, chairman
of the Society, who presided
over the ceremony, called for
greater use of Bangla sign
language in every sector,
especially in mass media, to
ensure equal rights and
opportunities for the people
with hearingimpairments.

Shirin Sultana, president of
National Women Deaf
Organisation, and MI
Chowdhury, executive direc-
tor of the Society, were also
present.

Sixteen people successfully
completed the workshop that
began on July 10.
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