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Agassi honoured

INTERNET, undared

X

It was like
old times
at Arthur
A s h e
Stadium
as U.S. Open fans gave Andre
Agassia rousing ovation as the
former champion was hon-
oured before Monday's open-
ing night programme af
Flushing Meadows.

Eight-times grand slam
champion Agassi, the U.S.
Open winner in 1994 and
1999, was one of four athletes
saluted on centre court as part
of a celebration ol the com-
munity work done by them,

Agassi was joined by for-
mer basketball player David
Robinson, football quarter-
back Doug Flutie and
women's soccer player Mia
Hamm, but it was the tennis
champion who won a stand-
Ing ovation and blew kisses to
the four corners of Arthur
Ashe Stadium.

“Over the years I've shared
this court with many great
athletes but I'm extra proud
tonight to share this court with
athletes who are not only
great, but doing great work,”
saild Agassi, one of only six
men to win a career grand
slam.

In 1994, the year Agassi
won his first U.S. Open title at
the age of 24, he started the
Andre Agassi Foundation
dedicated to improving public
education in his hometown of

US OPEN

LasVegas.

In June the Andre Agassi
College Preparatory Academy
graduated its first senior class

and had a 100 per cent college
acceptance rate,

"There has not been a
single match, a single tourna-
ment, a single accomplish-
ment on the tennis court that
comes even close to the tulfil-
ment | feel with what it is our

foundation is doing,” Agassi
sadd ina video message played
to the crowd.

Agassi said 1t was special to
return (o New York, where he
appeared in a record 21 con-
secutive Opens during a
career in which he evolved
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Tennis legend and two-time US Open winner Andre Agassi
acknowledges the applause of the crowd as he is being honoured
for his philanthropic work during the Opening Ceremony of the US
Open atthe Arthur Ashe Stadiumin New York on Monday.

Gay plans
surgery

AFP, Gateshead

American sprinter Tyson Gay
revealed he is set to have
Surgery on a groin injury after
cruising to 100m victory in the
British Grand Prix in
Gateshead on Monday.

Gay won in 10.15secs
despite a headwind of two
metres per second as he
returned to the track after his
second place finish behind
world record-setting Jamaican
Usain Bolt at the recent World
Athletics Championships in
Berlin.

‘I'm looking forward to
Brussels on Friday and maybe
one more race and then I'll
have surgery,” said Gay, who
clocked the third-fastest time
in history behind Bolt in the

German capital.
Bhajji in SUV
Harbhajan is also looking
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forward to shifting to a new
home.

The house is under con-
struction in the New Baradari
area of the city. The plot was
given by the state government
for his outstanding perfor-
mance in the 2001 home series
against Australia.

However, he has no plansto
sell off his ancestral home
where he was broughtup.

"It has memories of my late
father Sardev Singh,” he said.

Butt's wrong

FROM PAGE 17
Before making the deal with

the ICC, ljaz had claimed that
Pakistan would get a substan-
- tial compensation for settling
Its court case with the ICC over
the staging of the World Cup.

The PCB had issued a legal
notice to the ICC early this
summer after the game's
governing body moved
Pakistan's share of matches
out of the country because of
Security concerns.

BEFF stringent
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The players will report to BFF
on Thursday and travel to the
Bangladesh Krira Shikhha
Protisthan (BKSP) for a long-
term training before heading
forThailand.

Coach Shafiqul Islam
Manik was however cautious
to set his target this early.

“It is too early to say any-
thing as I am yet to start the
camp and I can only give you
an idea about the team after
the training goes on for one-
and-a-half months,” said
Manik.

SQUAD

Goalkeepers- Nurul Karim,
Shakil, Sohel, Bidyut.
Defenders- Md. Mofa, Saddam,
Rubrl, Nahidul, Shumon,
Shaikat, Saidul, Al-Amin,
Milon, Javed, Rasel.
Midfielders-Saddam, Shahed,
Emon Babu, Sohel Rana,
Shohag, Krishna, Shohag,
Bipul, Asif, Naimul, Shahed,
Forwards- Sui Khai Marma,
Saifuddin, Kanon, Sohel,
Nadim.
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from a cocky rebel with shoul-
der-length hair to a respected
champion with shaved head.

“I've shared all my life with
New York fans, for the most
part,” he told reporters. "l
mean, 21 years. They not only
helped me (o take a harder
look at myself; they helped me
grow up. They watched me
and helped me,”

Agassi repaid fans in grand
fashlon at his last Open in
2006, when at the age of 36 he
won an epic second-round
match against a cramping,
eighth-seeded Marcos
Baghdatis of Cyptus,

Buoyed by a cortisone
injection to soothe his aching
back, Agassi kept his final
tournament going with a 6-4,
6-4, 3-6, 5-7, 7-5 victory.
Afterward he wasseen lying on
his back in pain in the
National Tennis Centre car
park.

'l didn't know how | was
going to get off the parking lot
floor and get to the car, let
alone come back and play. But
I had to walk through that
door,” hesaid,

Agassi's playing career
ended in his next match, a
four-set struggle against
I12th-ranked Benjamin
Becker of Germany.

"The scoreboard said I lost
today but what the scoreboard
doesn't say is what it is ['ve
found,” Agassi told the crowd
after the 2006 defeat as tears
streamed down his face.

"Over the last 21 years, I've
found loyalty. You have pulled
for me on the court and also in
life.Thave found inspiration."
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Referees' day
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bring foreign referees in the
inaugural one-crore taka
super Cup in the face of partic-
ipating teams' demand.

“To be honest, the players,
the club officials and support-
ers are¢ not up to date with
modern rules and that's why
they often criticise us and
create barriers to carry on the
game,” sald referee Jalaluddin,
who is also a physical trainer
of the Dhaka University.

"Referees are criticised in
every country when they
conduct domestic matches.
Even Japan hire foreign refer-
ees to conduct local matches,”
sald Monirul Islam, vice-
chairman of BFF's referee
committee,

Islam, however, admitted
that Bangladesh have a lack of
quality referees and blamed it
on a lack of tournaments at
lower levels.

"How will a quality referee
be groomed up if he can't get
much opportunity to conduct
a lot of matches?” questioned
Islam, who informed that five
to six referees conducted tl
110 matches of the B. League
lastseason,

Islam thinks that
Bangladesh's referees are still
amateur rather than profes-
sional as the set-up itself has
yetto getaprofessional shape.

Meanwhile, a referee inside
the capital gets Tk 1,000 to
conduct a match while a
referee from outside Dhaka
receives Tk 3,500 fora match.

Hossain also suggested the
upcoming referees to follow
the whistle, running and
instruction of a referee who he
likes.

IY"T' Cricket

INTERNET, undated

The income and the profits of
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)
declined for the first time in
five years in the financial year

| ending March 2009.

According to the income
and expenditure account for
2008-09, a copy of which is
with The Indian Express,
BCCI's total income was Rs
726 crore, down from Rs 1,000
crorein 2007-08.

This came after a consis-
tent year-on-year rise in
income over the previous four
years.

The board's surplus, which
is the net of income after
accounting for expenditure,
also declined.

The surplus, which had
risen about 600 per cent in
2006-07, and 31 per cent in
2007-08 to Rs 303 crore, was
down 82 per cent to Rs 53.7
crorein 2008-09,

The income and expendi-
ture account is being vetted by
the top board members.
BCCI's governing council will
meel on September 2 to
approve the financial

BCCI profits
decline

accounts.

BCCI president Shashank
Manohar said that the board
would “discuss all this" in a
meeting today, butdeclined to
comment on the board's
financial performance.

The financial statement
suggests that a drop in the
‘income from grant of media
rights” was one of the reasons
for the decline in revenues.

The BCCI had earned
around Rs 559 crore from
media rights in 2007-08 as
against Rs 465 crore in 2008-
09.

Mumbai-based Nimbus
Communications had won the
four-year media rights to all
BCCI matches for 612 dollars
million in 2006.

The deal, however, was
renegotiated after Nimbus
argued that the loss of exclu-
sivity, because of the manda-
tory sharing of the telecast of
the matches with public
broadcaster Doordarshan,
would limitits ability to gener-
aterevenue.

Another reason for the
decline over the previous year
was that the board had earned
around Rs 50 crore from two
big-ticket events, the World
Cup and the ICC Champions
Trophy, in2007-08.

Top seeds safely thru'
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headliner on Day 1. The 2005
U.S. Open champion, now with
a 1-year-old daughter, returned
to Grand Slam tennis after a 2
1/2 -year layoff with an impres-
sive 6-1, 6-1 victory over
Viktonya Kutuzova.

"Nowit'samatter oftryingto
keep this going, " Clijsters said.

Other winners included
John Isner, the 6-foot-9
American who knocked off No.
28-seeded Victor Hanescu of
Romania in straight sets,
including a 16-14 tiebreaker in
the second; No. 21 James Blake;
and French Open runner-up
Robin Soderling.

Two-time major champion
Amelie Mauresmo won easily,
as did No. 7 Vera Zvonareva, No.
8 Victoria Azarenka, No. 10
Flavia Pennetta, No. 12
Agnieszka Radwanska and No.
14 Marion Bartoli, who plays
Clijsters next.

Roddick's match was played
in front of a half-empty crowd
thanks in part to a late start after
an hourlong opening ceremony
thatfeatured Andre Agassi.

Roddick wasn't complaining,
but did say he wouldn't mind
seeing the women take the late
slotsometimein the future.

Hours earlier, Williams was
in trouble from the start. Down
abreakat2-1, she took an injury
timeout to get her left knee
worked on and taped up,
though that didn't cure the
problems with herserve,

She finished with 10 double
faults and seven-foot faults.
Ahead 5-3 in the first-set tie-
breaker, she hit a great serve but
got hit with a foot fault. After a
brief discussion with the line
judge -- "Which foot, the front

one or the back one?" -- she
stepped up and served the next
ballinto the net.

She fell behind 6-5 and
Dushevina answered Williams'
angle volley with a running,
crosscourt backhand for the
winnerand theset.

[t stayed uncomfortable for
Venus through most of the
second, as well.

"I had 5-4 in the second set
and it was maybe little chance,"
Dushevina said. "It was love-15,
but the next few points, she
playedso great.”

The third set wasn't a breeze,
but went more to form, with
Williams getting an early break
and hangingon.

The next big question is how
bad her knee really is, and
whether it will be ready for the
nextmatch.

‘I'm not one to complain,”
Williams said. "Everyone has
injuries they're dealing with. |
did my best tonight despite
everything I was going through.
[n the next round, I'm just going
todomybestto prepare.”

Before the Americans took
their places under the spotlight,
Sania Mirza and Somdev
Devvarman sparked off cele-
brations in their homeland as
Monday marked the first time a
man and a woman from India
reached thesecond round ofthe
samemajor.

"For a long time.., I was the
only one playing singles in the
main draw for the grand slams,
and it's great that Somdev is
playing so well, I'm really happy
that we have two Indians in the
second round of a slam," Mirza
told reporters after beating
Belarussian Olga Govortsova 6-
23-66-3,

Irish f;te

4. 4Boxing

AFP, Dublin

Boxing legend Muhammad
Aliwas to be honoured today
as the first freeman of a west
of Ireland town from where
his great-grandfather emi-
grated to the United States in
the 1800s,

Abe Grady left Ennis,
County Clare, for Kentucky
in the 1860s and his great-
grandson went on to
become one of the world's
greatest boxers, as the first to
win the world heavyweight
championship title three
times.

"It's fantastic. I never
thought this would hap-
pen,” Mayor Frankie Neylon
told AFP. "He is definitely the
most famous son of Ennis.”

With all the talk of eco-
nomic recession in Ireland,
the visit of the international
sporting icon was a "ray of
sunshine” for the town, he
said.

Neylon was due to pres-
ent a scroll of freedom to the
boxer, now 67 and fighting
Parkinson's disease, at a
civic reception in the town,
which has been decked out
with bunting and US flags.

It marks Ali's unrivalled
sporting achievements and

Fisichella to
switch to
Ferrari!

INTERNET, undated

If Giancarlo Fisichella puts his
signature on a five-race deal to
finish the season with Ferrari, he
is likely to then stay with the
Maranello-based team next year
and beyond as test driver.

The news means that not
only does Luca Badoer face
imminently losing his opportu-
nity to race in injured Felipe
Massa's race boots, but his long
tenure as test driver dating back
to the late nineties might also be
over.

The suggestion is that Tonio
Liuzziis set to move into the Force
India race seat full time next year,
and immediately if Fisichella's
Ferrari switch is completed
ahead of the Italian Grand Prix.

Younis stands
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Pakistan captain Zaheer
Abbas, who believe that he
may be too rusty for an inter-
national comeback during the
ChampionsTrophy.

Younis, meanwhile, said
Pakistan has other reliable
fast bowlers to do the job in
South Africa.

"'We have Umar Gul, who is
aworld-class fastbowler. Then
there is the experienced Rana
Naved and Rao Iftikhar
Anjum, who bowled really well
in Sri Lanka. And there Is
young Mohammad Aamer,
whois steadily improving."

for Ali

his contribution to educa-
tional and charitable causes
through his global fundrais-
ing foundation.

While in some cities the
status of freeman brings
ancient privileges -- in
Dublin a freeman is allowed
graze his sheep in a city park
-- the freedom of Ennis is
simplyan honorary title.

"It is the highest honour
we can give him but if he
returns with a flock of sheep
we will let him graze them
somewhere in the town,"
Neylon said.

"We will also give him free
parking which is a bigger
bonus than sheep grazing in
Ennis these days.”

Ali fought Al "Blue” Lewis
in 1972 in front of a crowd of
25,000 in Dublin, and also
visited Ireland to lead out
the US team when Dublin
hosted the Special Olympics
in 2003.

In Kentucky, Abe Grady
married an African-
American woman and they
had a son called John Grady -
- Ali's grandfather. His
daughter Odessa Lee Grady
wasAli'smother.

Ali was originally Cassius
Marcellus Clay Junior but
changed his name to
Muhammad Ali after joining
the Nation ofIslam in 1964.
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Local referees attend a procession marking the Asian referees' Day 2009 organized by the
Bangladesh Football Federation in front of the BFF House yesterday.

Voges in Aus ODI squad
R NCricket

AFP, Manchester

endofthe England ODI series.
His inclusion now gives the 29-year-old Voges

achance to find some form before that event,
Andrew Hilditch, chairman of Australia's
National Selection Panel (NSP), said in a Cricket \J

Australia have added Adam Voges to their squad
for the one-daylegof their tour of England.
Western Australia batsman Voges, already in
England for the two Twenty20 internationals, the
second of which is set to take place here at Old
Trafford later Tuesday, has replaced Brad Haddin

inthe squad.

Wicketkeeper Haddin had surgery on a frac-
tured finger last week, having sustained the
injury while warming-up for the drawn third

AshesTestat Edgbaston.

Australia already had a wicket-keeper in Tim
Paine in their squads for the Twenty20s and the
seven-match one-day international (ODI) series
against England thatstarts atthe Oval on Friday.

But Haddin's injury left Australia light on
batting andVoges's call-up was no surprise given
he made 72 in an ODI against Scotland in

Edinburgh on Friday.

Although David Hussey made a hundred in
that match, Voges, unlike Hussey, is a member of
the Australia squad for the Champions Trophyin
South Africa which follows on straight after the

Australia statement: "With Brad Haddin's injury,
the NSP has taken the opportunity to add Adam
Voges to Australia’s squad for the seven one-day
internationals against England.

"Adam will now stay with the squad for the
remainder of the tour of England before travel-
ling with the team to the ICC Champions Trophy
in South Africa.”

Voges has played two ODI and two Twenty20s
for Australia, the second of which was Monday's
washed-out series opener against England at
Old Trafford where he made an unbeaten 11.

His maiden one-day century in 2004/05, off h
62-balls, was then the fastest in Australian
domestic history.

Voges has also played English county cricket
for Nottinghamshire and it was soon after scor-
ing his maiden Championship century for the
Midlands side in August that he was recalled to
the Australia squad for the Champions Trophy.

He had previously withdrawn from the squad
for the ODI and Twenty20 leg of Australia's tour
of South Africa earlier this year because of a clash
of dates with his wedding.

Anger grows over
IMG issue

A Cricket
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Deccan Chargers and Kings XI Punjab -- sent f
similar letters to the BCCI, whileVijay Mallya, who

owns Bangalore Royal Challengers, is believed to

have spoken to Sharad Pawar, the former BCCI J

The Indian board's decision to sever its IPL con-
tract with IMG continues to generate heat, with
the sports management firm indicating that it
might take the legal route to resolve the dispute,
and three more franchises expressing their con-
cernover the development.

Replying to the BCClI's letter on Friday inform-
ing IMG that it would not use any of its services

following a disagreement over payments for the
second IPL in South Africa, Andrew Wildblood, a
senior vice-president at the firm, said that there
were no grounds for the termination. IMG, he
pointed out, had a legally binding 10-year agree-
ment with the BCCI and would "reserve all of our
rights and remedies at law under and in respect of
the contract”.

The issue will be discussed at the Indian
board’'s annual general meeting (AGM) in
Mumbai at the end of the month. The IPL govern-
ing council is scheduled to meetin Mumbai today
but that's expected to be a 30-minute meeting to
ratify accounts and reports related to the second

SE450I.

TheIndian board’s decision has been opposed
by the IPL franchises, four of whom wrote to the
BCCI over the weekend expressing their disap-
pointment at the unilateral manner in which it
was taken and concern that the league's value will
be diluted. On Monday, two more franchises --

president, over phone. Chennai, which is owned
by N Srinivasan, the BCCI secretary, is the only
franchise to remain silenton the issue.

“These are all important decisions,” Shah
Rukh Khan, the Bollywood star who co-owns
Kolkata Knight Riders, said on Monday. "All we
wantis to be keptin the loop. Alot of our sponsor-
ship deals depend on the backbone ofthe IPL."

Srinivasan had claimed in hisletter to IMG that
its fee was disproportionate to the services ren-
dered. IMG played a key role in conceptualising
the IPL and implementing it, including drafting
the Indian and foreign players’ contracts, putting :
the logistics in place and managing the day-to-
day running of the tournament. The BCCI
claimed to have paid IMG Rs 42.92 crore (US 9.54
million dollars) for the inaugural IPL edition, with
the fee for the second edition said to be around Rs l
33 crore (US 7.33 million dollars).

Reports suggest that IMG's initial contract
with the BCCI, which was signed in September
2007, stipulated a commission-based payment
of 10 per cent of the board's revenue. The con-
tract was subsequently negotiated to a fixed
retainer payment of roughly Rs 33 crore but this
was objected to by some members of the
BCCI's working committee, who are keen that
the Indian board take over the running of the
IPL entirely.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 38 Slow DOWN
1 Bellow 39 Flightless 1 Plagia-
5 Indis- bird rizes
pensable 40 Rotation 2 Watch
8 Not up duration impolitely
and 42 Indicates 3 Vicinity
about “| dunno” 4 Blush
12 Shrek is 45 Star- 5 Aussie
one related critter
13 Epoch 49 Lofty 6 I1d
14 Wheel 50 Hooter counter-
hub 52 Vagrant part
15 Evi- 53 Shaving 7 Ever-
denced cream greens
a pinprick additive 8 "— &
16 Present 54 Privy Demons”
17 Smooth- 55 Piece 9 Flamboy-
lalking of ant
18 Old work pitch
salt 56 Ink 10 Satan’s
20 Witch's smudge forte
incanta- 57 Yoko 11 Socialist
tions of candidate
22 Mound music Eugene
stat 58 Profits 19 If not
23 Crafty
24 Deer Solution time: 25 mins.
ittle one? [E[L]S[EINEIE[L IRAICH]E
27P|uﬂ_ ClA]IIN AlLIE H|O|O|D
Hlo|[T]s]TIulF|FIME|L]B]E
dered NEENEG TIEIN|D|O[N
32 Egas Lialm ABNO]AlF
33 Kimono LIA|C|E O|VI|E|N EIA|R
belt Alclofle|L{o]T|SIME[R]A
% AEN BROD  BREK
34 "— the DIN[AJ D] AM]P
ramparts |[E[S|CJOIR|T E{L|O|P|E
" T[H|U|sS =[O T WA T|E[R
ClO|T|EJA|D|/OBMS|T[AIG
35 Borrow  ITE(S[SEMWI(E c IHIOls]s
money

21 Omega
preceder

24 Naviga-
tion
hindrance

25 St. '
crosser

26 Napo-
leon’'s
downfall

28 Lawyers'

org.
29 Curried
recipe
30 “A
mouse!”
31 Desiccate
36 Charm
37 Drag
along
38 Big con-
strictor
41 For
example
42 Impale
43 Corridor
44 Song for
one
46 Hitch-
cock
tour
de
force
47 Touch
48 Priva-
tion
51 Tni-
umphed
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Yesterday's Cryptoquip: I MET MY LOVELY
EX-WIFE AT THE APPLIANCE CONVENTION. WE

FIRST SAW EACH OTHER AT THE MIXER.
Today's Cryptoquip Clue: L equals F




