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PHOTO. AFP
US Forest Service firefighters monitor a backfire on Monday in La Crescenta, California. The out of

control fire has burned more than 105,000 acres and has forced thousands to evacuation as nearly
12,000 homes are threatened.

California residents return
to rubble as fires spread

AP, Los Angeles

Bert Voorhees and his son fetched several cases
of wine from the brackish water of their back-
yvard swimming pool, about all he salvaged
from his home in deadly fires that have swept
Southern California.

"You're going to be living in a lunar land-
scape for at least a couple of years, and these
trees might not come back," said Voorhees, 53.
"Are enough of our neighbours going to
rebulld?”

Residents began to return to the ashes of
their homes on Monday and ponder what's
next even as the blazes fanned out, destroying
53 homes and threatening 12,000 others. Lack
of wind has kept the flames from driving into
the hearts of the dense suburbs northeast of
Los Angeles.

“This is a very angry fire that we're fighting
right now," US Forest Service Cmdr. Mike
Dietrich said Monday night. "I'm not overly
optimistic but yet at the same time, our
firefighters are going to be taking every action
to keep this fire from burning more destruc-
tion.”

Beth Halaas, who lives next door to
Voorhees, knew her creekside home in Big
Tujunga Canyon was gone when she saw
her favourite Norwegian dishware on tele
vision news, but she was desperate to see
for herself and cajoled fire officials to
escort her through barricaded roads
Monday.

“It's just stuff,” she murmured, as her 5-
year-old son Robert kicked at a deflated soccer
ball in his sandbox. She raked ceramic cups
from the ashes.

Girl, 15, seeks
justice for
Gaza killing in
world court

AFP, The Hague

A 15-year-old Palestinian girl
who says Israeli troops killed her
father and two siblings in Gaza in
January, sought justice from the
International Criminal Court on
Monday.

“l am here o lodge a com-
plaint against the occupying
army,” Amira Algerem told jour-
nalists in The Hague, seven
months after her family was killed
in an early-moming assault in the
[al Al Hawa neighbourhood that
also left her severelyinjured.

'l hope this complaint will
succeed because it is the truth,”
the soft-spoken teenager said,
seated next to her lawyer on his
way to the 1CC to file the com-
plaint with the office of the
prosecutor.

Israel warns Palestinians not
to declare de facto state

AFP, Jeru mh. n/ Wm hi ngmu
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Israeli Foreign Minister
Liecberman on Monday wa
Palestinians against a plan to e

state by 2011 regardless of the outcome of

the Middle East peace process.

“If the unilateral initiative presented
by (Palestinian prime minister) Salam

Fayyad is promoted, Israel will

Lieberman was quoted by his office as
telling EU foreign policy chief Javier
Solana and Mideast Quartet envoy Tony

H].lil’
"The Palestinians’

logue between the parties,

nationalist ministersaid.

Fayyad last week unveile
under which his government planned to
create a de facto Palestinian state in two

years as international efforts

unilateral initia-
tives do not contribute to a positive dia-

Middle East peace talks grind on

Fayyad said that the Palestinian gov-
ernment is determined to build state
institutions without waiting for the out-
come of peace talks with Israel.

Speaking at a news conference in the
West Bank city of Ramallah after meeting
Solana on Monday, Fayyad said it is his
government's responsibility 1o build a
Palestinian state.

“If Israel says this is a unilateral step,
then it is a positive step. We must not
forget that the main goal of the diplo-
matic process is to end the occupation
andbuild a state,” he said

"How can they describe our action as
negative if they truly believe in the two-
state solution?”

Earlier the United States said Monday
it would be “quite happy” if Israel and the
Palestinians were to make progress on

—_————
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reviving Middle East peace efforts at the

@he Baily Star

UN General Assembly inlate September. *-J

"We're certainly hopeful that we can
continue to make progress. And if that
happens in New York, we would be quite
happy,” sald White House spokesman
Robert Gibbs.

Gibbs spoke after thaEuropean Union
foreign policy chief, Javier Solana, said
Israel may agree 1o a West Bank settle-
ment freeze by mid-September and is
discussing the technical aspects of a deal
with the United States,

Solana also said after meeting Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that
a summit grouping the US, Israeli and
Palestinian leaders to relaunch the peace
process could take place on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly.

Gibbs did not explicitly confirm
Solana's account, but underlined that US
President Barack Obama was still pushing
Israel 1o freeze settlement activity.

Europeans remember
start of WWII

AFP, Gdansk

European leaders remem-
bered the victims of World War
1 Tuesday at ceremonies
marking the start of the con-
flict 70 years ago, as the coun-
tries involved disputed its
historical legacy.

Veterans of the war joined
Poland's leaders for a cere-
mony in the port of Gdansk --
the site of the first battle on
September 1, 1939, when a
German ship opened fire on a
Polish base.

"We are here to remember
who in that war was the
aggressor and who was the
victim, for without an honest

memory neither Europe, nor
Poland, nor the world will ever
live in security,” said Polish
Prime Minister Donald Tusk.
Events marking history's
bloodiest conflict began at
4:45 am (0245 GMT) on the
Westerplatte peninsula near
Gdansk, the site of the base.
The Polish army, outnum-
bered by more than two to
one, surrendered on October 6
and a brutal Nazi occupation
began. Almost six million
Polish citizens perished in the
war, halfofthem Jewish.
Bogdan Kolodziejski, who

was 10 when the war started -

and became a resistance
Courler.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
PROMOTION OF DEVELOPMENT AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING
IN THE CHITTAGONG HIIL TRACTS (CHT)

Bangladesh

The Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Facility (CHTDF), United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) Bangladesh,
interested and well qualified national/international NGOs/Organizations in
response to the following RFP 1in the CHT.

"Conduct studies of Perception of illness and health seeking behavior
among S different ethnic groups in
the CHT of Health Cluster under UNDP-CHTDF"

The RFP documents along with the instructions for submission can be
downloaded from UNDP website: http://www.undp.org.bd/proc_more.php

seeks proposals from

The deadline for submission of proposal is 18" September, 2009 05:00 pm
(Bangladesh Local Time)
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PHOTO. AFP

Palestinian fishermen prepare their nets at the port in Gaza City yesterday. The European
Commission has Tuesday announced a contribution of 13 million Euros to support the job creation
programme of the UNRWA for the fishermen and workers in the Gaza Strip.
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LEGAL NOTICE

This is for the public information that my client Destiny Tree Plantation Ltd.
(13th Floor) National Scout Bhabon 70/1 Inner Circular Road Kakrail Dhaka-
1000 had reached a deal and a verbal contract with the legal owners (by
inheritance) namely. (a) Nawab Ali Abbas Khan (b) Nawab Ali Mehidi Khan.
(c) Nawab Ali Toki Khan (d) Nawab Ali Nabi Khan (e) Nawab Ali Ehsan Khan
all sons of Nawab Ali Sabdar Khan and (a) Nawab Jadi Samar Moly Shah
(b) Nawab Jadi Durdana Moly Shah both D/O: Nawab Ali Yaur Khan of
Village: Rangi Chora, P.S. Kulauara. District: Moulovibazar with the view to
purchase the under schedule land and it is under process.

If any person, Organization, Bank, Bima and any Financial Institution had
any demand or claim in connection with the scheduled land, they are
their claim by producing their papers within 15

(fifteen) days of publication of this notice to me or with the management of
Destiny Tree Plantation Ltd. Failing which it will be treated that no person or
authority had any claim or any objections in connection with schedule land.
After expiry of the time schedule mentioned above no claim will be

entertained legally.

SCHEDULE OF THE LAND
District: Moulovi Bazaar, Police Station: Kulauara, Mouza: Rangi Chora Tea

Estate. JL No.111, Khotian No, SA-11 SA DAG No0-927, 929, 931, 933, 952,
922, 951, 904 Total land 200 (Two hundred) Acre out of 426.68 Acre Land.

Md. Manik Hossain
Advocate

Judges Court, Dhaka
Legal Adviser

Destiny Group

Mobile No, 01711804111
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