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Exhibition

Utshab
Venue: Gallery Nitya

Date: August 28-
September 19
Time: 10am-8pm

Bengali International: Promoting

Upahar, Aziz Cooperative

R
Title: Poshakey Ronger ‘
Super Market, Shahbagh |
|
|

Film Screening
Film: Tha Big Day
(France)

Filmmaker: Jacques Tall
Venue: Allance
Francaise de Dhaka, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi
Date: September 4
Time: 10:30am & Spm

‘Bangaliaana’ overseas

MAINUL HASSAN

Bengali International is a UK-based
cultural organisation of Bangladeshi
expatriates. The organisation was
founded in 1978 to promote Bengali
culture and heritage among the Ben-
gali and non-Bengali communities
living in UK,

Shams Hoque is the chairman of

Bengali International, UK. Recently
Hoque came to Bangladesh to attend
the unveiling of a mural of Raja Ram
Mohan Roy in Rangpur. The mural was
sponsored by Hoque's organisation,
and has been designed and crafted by
sculptor Aneek Reza.

Hoque spoke to The Daily Star about
the mural, functions of Bengali Interna-
tional and more.

lalking about the organisation,
Hoque said, "Even though the organisa-
tion was founded in UK, it has branched
out into other European countries.
Currently we have branches in Spain,
[taly, Switzerland and France.

"We hold cultural programmes on
special events in the Bengali calendar -

on Pahela Baishakh (Bengali New
Year), Borshaboron Utshob (welcom-
ing the celebrating the
season of winter and so on. Special

monsoon),

programmes are also held to observe
Nazrul and Tagore birth, death anni-
Ekushey February, Inde-
pendence Day and Victory Day,” said
Hoque

vElSAllcs,

"Such programmes not only give the
Bengali expats a taste of home but also
introduces our culture to the non-
Bengalis.

For the children of the Bengali
expats, who are being raised there, we
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Shams Hoque

run Bangla schools on weekends. There
we introduce them to Bangla alphabets
and our culture.

We also have branches in the US --
in Boston, Los Angeles, New York, San
Francisco and in the Oklahoma
state.”

Speaking on the recently unveiled
mural of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Hoque
"Raja Ram Mohan Roy was a truly
committed social reformer, and one of
the pioneering figures of 'Bengali
Renaissance' who deserves respect fof
his extraordinary achievements in
many areas. - ,

"While visiting Ram,pur [ was sur-
prised to see that many are totally
unaware of Roy and his achievements,
some even referred to him as a 'local

said,

king' who lived long ago. People are
not aware

of his association with
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Rangpur. He was a dewan in Ranpur
from 1809 to 1814,

“The mural aims at generating inter-
est in Raja Ram Mohan Roy and his
legacy among the young. There is a bio
of Roy next to the mural.”

We have plans to set up an open
museum on Begum Rokeya in
Rangpur as well. The museum will
be in the shape of a huge globe,
situated in the heart of the city.
Detailed information on Begum
Rokeya will be encrypted on the
globe. Her publications and writ-
ings, quotes, and an archive docu-
menting her entire life in photo-

graphs should give one a clear idea’

on Begum Rokeya and her achieve-
ments,” Hoque hopes.

"We also have plans to open up muse-
ums on Debi Chowdhurani in
Kuchbihar and Atish Dipankar in
Bikrampur in future.

"In December this year, we are look-
ing forward to hold a South Asian con-
vention in Dhaka. The convention will
zoom in on the current state of educa-
tionsystem in Bangladesh.

"We hope to set up a university in
Bangladesh to provide proper training
for teachers at SSC and HSC levels in
near future.”

An optimistic Hoque said, "The
organisation will continue promoting
Bengali culture and Bangla language to
the global community, hopefully by
extending our operdtions into more
countries and reaching out to more
Bengali expats, making them aware of
theirroots.”

Bengali International will be holding
a 'Lalon Utshob' for the first time in
London this October.

Solo Sculpture
Exhibition

Sculptor: Mohammad
Atiqul Islam

Venue: Gallery, Asiatic
Society, Nimtoli, Ramna
Date: August 28-
September 6

Time: 2-8pm
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Malik Mohammed
Sayeed, head of
marketing, Square
Toiletries Ltd, speaking at
the 1st Draw Ceremony of
Meril Splash Freshness
Festival, held at a city
hotel recently. The launch
of 'Fresh Beauty', a joint
venture by Square
Toiletries Ltd and
Persona, was also
announced at the
programme. Kaniz Almas
Khan (R), beautician and
CEO of Persona, was also
present at the event.

Class
Date: August 27-
September 9

Time: 10am-8pm

Photo Exhibition
Title: Our stones: Middie

Venue Goethe-Institul
Bangladesh, H 10, Rd 9,
Dhanmaondi
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Bush daughter Jenna Hager becomes

TV reporter

AP, New York

.......................................... ‘-.---'.l-’".

NBC's "Today" show has hired someone
with White House experience as a new
correspondent -- former first daughter
Jenna Hager.

The daughter of former President
George W. Bush will contribute stories
about once a month on issues like educa-
tionto television's top-rated morning news
show, said Jim Bell, its executive producer.

Hager, a 27-year-old teacher in Balti-
more, said she has always wanted to be a
teacher and a writer, and has already
authored two books. But she was
intrigued by the idea of getting into tele-
vision when Bell contacted her.

"It wasn't something I'd always
dreamed to do,"” she said. "But I think one
of the most important things in life is to
be open-minded and to be open-minded
forchange.”

Bell said he got the idea after seeing
Hager in two "Today" appearances. She
was on the programme two years ago (o
promote her book about an HIV-infected
single mother, "Ana’s Story: A Journey of
Hope,” and it went so well that a short
interview was stretched to nearly a half
hour, She and her mother, Laura Bush,
also co-hosted an hour of "Today" around
the time their picture book came out.

'l think she can handle it," he said. "1
think she knows something about pres-

Jenna Hager
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sureand beingunder some scrutiny.”

He expects her first story, most likely
concerning education, to be on some-
time nextmonth.

Bell said Hager won't be covering poli-
tics. He said he didn't consider the jobas a
down payment for a future interview with
her father, who has been living quietly in
Texas since leaving office earlier this year.
Attacks on NBC News by conservatives for
the liberal bent of MSNBC also had noth-
ingtodowithit, he said.

"I hope to focus on what I'm passion-
ate about because | think I'd do the best
job on them -- education, urban educa-

ton, women and children's issues dnd"f

literacy,"” said Hager.

Married to Henry Hager in May 2008 at
her family's ranch in Texas, what she
doesn't plan to do is talk about her expe-
riences as the daughter of a president.

"Idon't think it's that interesting,” she
said. "I'm pretty normal.”
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