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Urgency of tackling climate change

DHAKA MONDAY AuGUST 31, 2009

A — i 3 1990 and our Climate Change Act puts ment. 1
our stringent targets in legislation. We are Bangladesh, a very low-energy con-
' | lt iS the pOOfeSt Who are mOSt VUlnerable tO these natura| Prchnrmlgm g0 even further as part of a suming country, is purﬁuinga!uw-cartmn
disasters. And itis the poorest who are most severely affected global deal. e R g i
v f rmlnds h(-cullt”}’. d(.“'.f‘l’l'lupt'{i [.[)Ullll’lt‘:h must l". climate Changc_ re LILll’l'g o :
by Cllmate Change' They mUSt be at the fOTEfront ol oul meet our commitment to provide the climate change poses to national devel-
as we decide what sort of deal we want at Copenhagen. f:‘ﬂ'wﬁIf:ffiliiifﬁﬂf ':;:'ﬂ;ff,::fﬂ} np-?-;ffm; e e o g0 L
B Co 'S address (he challe S 1§ 1S the Kin ac ,
DOUny sor because they have done the leaSt to Cause the climate change. Prime Minister Gordon  [JK stands ready to assist. We are keen
problem and their voices are rarely heard in the negotiations & #® Brown recently launched a climate (,jearn how, as part of a global climate
. 'Hl*’*i’ finance initiative which put a global 4aa) we can help India and
Ol‘the mEdla. . ; figure of around $100 hilll_un every yl?ur Bangladesh to build on these plans,
i - by 2020 to +Iurlp devcln;nng.cuunlr.mﬁ thereby helping to tackle together the
ED MILIBAND and DOUGLAS drought, which threatens hundreds of g Y :({11?;;:1;:;'::1 .:;;::,d:lutrln:: ;l:;:-la':g v e LRl e
ALEXANDER L \qng, of Mrmers il ouer’ thdle, § o] : flow in the context of an ambitious mOre outof poverty.
x dl Bangladesh and Nepal. Once again, the Aokl daal We are here together because we recog-
[TH the clock ticking and less number of farmer suicides is increasing. > Thi dl. ;m the basis that action must Pise that whilst we cannot hope to elimi-
thm-] : 'hl.‘ll‘ldl't‘d el g: While none of these natural disasters 3 bclcf:trl I)Yldeveln 1u¢i;u';111n;ri05 we recugz- + nate poverty in South Asia without facing
until ministers ,ﬁnm a:‘m:le can be directly attributed to climate 20 NEE TEE niw--”mt)’“ this itag{r dEVElnL[;ing coun- this global climate challenge; neither can
s Lk e o i change, scientists predict that they will  gangladesh is suffering the most because of climate change o ;nu”{ PR take on we hope to achieve a global climate deal
e A (_,openhﬂgﬂl:l- DEHT‘“M ,  become more frequent and more severe ~ ' listen, we have f Gy ikt sducti ; without facing this region's development
now is the time for the UK and [South et i oA drirdie tha fhbis It is their voice we have come to South As well aawcummg‘ to liste n, we have national emission reduc tu;ln targets. But g g
Asia/India/Bangladesh] to work together : &l th‘. d,ﬂf‘: TR Asia to hear. Yet we have also come to also come to South Asia to explain that we t‘l]l.lil”}', we know that u“lttl] to strong challenge. e ‘ '
to get a climate deal that is fair to the umfin u‘ : LS_EI Lh :ﬂs EX;:‘I R e “?‘ listen to those communities, businesses recognise the role th_at developed rc}ulrr action by dt",rt'l{)pt’.{l countries, we need The decisions made |n. December at
region's economy and its people. 188 ?m[ % mn. D u~ economic ., ,d Governments around the regionwho tries must play in facing up to our {?lllh:ﬁ developing countries to pursue a low the climate conference will be some of
| We are here in South Asia to hear what growthin Sfmm Asiafrom environmental are pioneering responses to climate (o help solve the problem of climate carbon development path if we are to the most important the world will take
? climate change means for millions of CHUSE"Equ“"‘lff"ttﬂ_df’“b]“th“lfmm the change. From sustainable forestry in change. And we are heretln workwith the have a hope of tackling the problem of for decades and are vital for the future
beople in India and Bangladesh. For this global economic crisis, each and every Nepal, to flood-resistant crops in Indianand BangladeshiGuwjrmm_-nlx. to climate change. | ~ securityand prosperity of South Asia.
region, the case for the urgency of tackling ) Bangladesh, torenewable energy produc-  help secure an ambitious, fair and effec- T".Ii‘ll. is why it is welrume that India is We look forward to all countries play-
climate changeis beyond question. Itis the poorest “’!}U are most “_ﬂf"em' tion in India, there is much to learn. tive deal in Copenhagen. ' taking important steps to increase theuse ;o their part in an outcome at the
Flooding of the Kosi river over the past ble to these natural disasters. And it is the We can also draw encouragement and Firstly, the UK recognises ‘m‘-vavlupvd of renewable energy, paru::u!url_y solar Copenhagen climate change talks, which
two vears has driven millions from their P‘%‘UWStWh“ﬂW most severely affected by optimism that the world is taking the countries' historic responsibility for puwcr.tnincreuscth.euncrgy efficiencyof . good for development and good for the
homes in Nepal and Bihar. Cyclones Aila climate change. The}' must h'f’ at the  jssye more seriously. In July world lead- climate change. The developed world i{siecunnmy ;md.m increase forest COVEL. ¢ tiirem stainability of our planet.
and Nargis have killed thousands and forefront of our minds as we decide what ers, including Prime Ministers must lead in the respunste.und must Eiﬂ It is dcmunstraun.g the carbon savings
displaced millions more in Burma, sort of deal we want at Copenhagen. Manmohan Singh and Gordon Brown, more. That means umb.umus.cumn‘ut- tha‘t can tn.: ‘achntwed through these To know more about UK's position at Copenhagen, visi
Bangladesh and West Bengal. Doubly so, because they have done the agreed to strive to keep global tempera- ments to mﬁduce emiss:uns: lnclut'll‘ng .:actmns.. But it is taking these steps to put .., actoncopenhagen gov.uk
Torrential rains have caused terrible lealst to cause the p.rublem anc! '.hmr ture rise Wllthln a-2 f.iegrees threshold, from the United States and l:1uru.::-[?0. Ihe its ?c(?ngmyﬁomg é low carbon pahth The Rt Hon Douglas Alexanderis UK Secretary of State for
landslides across the Himalayas.Andnow  voices are rarely heard in the negotiations  beyond which the risks of dangerous UK has set out plans to reduce its emis- because it recognises lhei benefits for its International Development. and The Rt Hon Ed Miliband s
a weakened monsoon is causing a orthemedia. climate change rise significantly. sions by one third by 2020 compared to  energy security and sustainable develop- UK Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change
Reviving Zila Parishad
consist of elected, official and nomi- rank and status of the chairman of ZP?
' nel nated women-members, including a Will the central government retain
N Democracy !S One_ O.f the fundamenta! pltlﬂClpleS Of 0!'”. state chairman and vice-chairman mghe power to supersede a ZP on some
- DOIICY Keeplng this In View, the constitution has pI'OVlded O elected by them from amongst them- excuses? Will it be able to exercise thle
: St : - selves. financial power as envisaged in Article
eIeCted ,OCHI govemment In every adm|n|Strat|V9 unit Of the General H.M. Ershad, who seized 60 of lhepconstitutiﬂn? \"sﬁl] the grants
_[ﬁpyblﬂc The QOHSUIUHOI‘I parthU'ady ATtICleS 11 59 and 60 r phmwr in Marchl I‘l82b ctiransfurme;.ll and Inan; Lrum the central government
thanas into upazilas (sub-districts) an come with heavy strings?
ShOL‘“d gl‘"de the fPaman Of the proposed Z“a PaﬂShad |aW sub- dmsmnspmm zilas (districts). So, These (iuestigns cui’nem the forefront
the three tiers of local government stood  for some valid reasons. Article 59 of the
M. ABDUL LATIF MONDAL ment continued till the imposition of &S ‘Union Parishafj {Ul_“}. Upazila constitution says that local government
martial law by Ayub Khan in 1958, which  Farishad (UZP) anq Zila Parishad (ZP). In every administrative unit of the
HILE talking to the suspended all local bodies. The Basic [n 1988, the Jatiya Party government republic will be entrusted to bodies
representatives oftheupazila pemocracies Order (BDO) of 1959, ©Of ?resident Ershad enacted the Zila composed of persons elected in accor-
chairmen and vice-chairmen providing for a four-tier local govern- Panshgd Act. Accurdipg to this Act, aZP  dance with law. The Upazila Parishad Act
at his secretariat office on June 7, LGRD ent system not only changed the name €0mprised (a) public representatives 2009 has given a lawmaker elected from
and Cooperatives minister, Syed of the DB to District Council (DCn) but Such as MPs, UP chairmen and munici- a constituency the authority to control
Ashraful Islam, revealed that the zila 45, destroyed the democratic character Pality chairmen of the concerned dis- the decisions of the UZP According to
parishads would be made functional in  of the body by appointing the Deputy rict, (b) nominated members and (c) some legal experts, since a lawmaker is
the year 2010 as the government had Commissioner as its ex-officio chairman ¢ertain officials including the deputy not elected for a UZP empowering him
planned to enact a law to this effect by ip place of the elected chairman, and ¢ommissioner of the district without to control the decisions of the UZP vio-
the beginning of that year. This is a vesting all executive powers in him. voting right. The ZP chairmen were tobe lates the constitution. It is believed that
welcome statement because of the fact Immediately after independence, the 2appointed by the government. the proposed law on ZP will not author-
that zila parishads have remained non- Awami League (AL) government dis- The ZP, as established by the Act, ise any external authority to control the
functional for the last 18 years or so. solved all the existing local government ceased to exist with the fall of Ershad decisions of the ZPs.
A look into the history of the local bodies and appointed committees to 8overnment on December 6, 1990. The The 1988 Act provided for a govern-
governments in the geographical area administer these defunct bodies. The BNP government that came to power in ment appointed chairman in each ZP
that now constitutes Bangladesh shows deputy commissioner was made the 1991 abolished the UZPs. The UZP sys- who could be removed by the govern-
that the district-level local government  administrator of the districtcommittee.  tem reintroduced by the AL-led alliance ment without shuwing any reason. We
t body was the most important tier of the Articles 59 and 60 of the constitution government this year has come under hope that this will not be repeated in the
three-tier local government system of 1972, which included specific provi- the supervision of the local MP and proposed law on ZP. The chairman and
introduced following the passage of the sjons relating to the basic structure, therebylostitsindependence. the vice-chairman, if any, of a ZP should
Local-Self Government Act 1885. These functions and power of local govern- The above narrative is given to show be directly elected and may be given the T
were: (1) a District Board (DB) at each ment bodies, were deleted by the how the local governments, starting rank and status of state minister and
district, (2) a Local Board (LB) in a sub- Constitution (Fourth Amendment) Act, their journey in a democratic environ- deputy minister respectively.
division of a district, and (3) a Union 1975, ment, subsequently suffered from A ZP should have sufficient power to
Committee (UC) for a group of villages. The Local Government Ordinance undemocratic actions of the central raise funds by imposing taxes, fees, etc. v
The DB was made the centre- pieceinthe (LGO) 1976, promulgated by the govern- government. The political identity of the chairman of e — : :
local government system and entrusted ment of General Ziaur Rahman, intro- While the statement of the minister a 7Zp should not influence sanction of A bold step v
with extensive powers and responsibili- duced a three-tier local government for LGRD and Cooperatives has ushered grants and loans by the government for e LU th TR | : : o
ties. The LB acted as an agent of the DB,  system. The Zila Parishad (ZP) was one of  in hope for revival of the ZPs, it has also implementing development programs t+]5 e S T AR RS A gl I B, Sh[.m 3 g}ude HHeaming -
while the fonnerwasasupemsmg body them, the other two being Thana raised some questions. Will a ZP be an  ofa ZpP vided for elected local government in ofthe proposedZila Parishad law. N
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The 10 worst types of Facebook friends
course, you're a tactless, completely [ with you!” Well, thank you. In return, I tions. You are on everyone's "auto-
3 2 i_““'“i"‘“'e “faf- So here goes. To my ‘ would love to give you this bullet from ignore" list.
l-acel:_muk fnenfis: {nany of ?,mu s my AK47. 8. The bad conversationalist: You
sending contributions, which are 4. The mass mailers: In my opinion, don't realise that your dull
utterly worthless garbage.

‘y Nur, Yittachi

multi-million-dollar movie

about Facebook is to be

launched worldwide by
Columbia Pictures next year. That
sounds exciting. I can't wait to sit in a
cinema for two thrilling hours watch-
ing Kevin Spacey editing his friends
list,

Facebook, the social networking
website, is wildly successful but also
incredibly annoying, since anything
anyone on your network says, pops up
on your page.

But friends are friends, and they are
alllisted there by name, so you cannot
point out that their contributions are
utterly worthless garbage, unless of

—

Thinking it through, I reckon there
are ten types of major timewasters
that foul up our Facebook news pages.

I. The linguistically blind: You
regularly send me letters and invita-
tions in Bahasa Indonesian, Tagalog,
Mandarin and other languages that
you know I cannot read. Why? Do you
think I am going to learn the language
just so I can read your worthless opin-
ion on the latest Ashley Tisdale music
video?

2. The hopelessly juvenile: You
invite me to join groups that are
clearly designed for very, very small,
brain-damaged children, such as
clubs for owners of virtual pets.

3. The everything sharers: You give
me too much information, constantly
sending me messages saying: "John
just played Typing Maniac and
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Which kind are you?

reached level six with a score of

64.558. He wants to share his success

mass mailers and mass murderers are
equally evil. You guys send me invita-
tions to events on different continent.
No, I am not going to cross the world
for a drink with an inane, thoughtless
idiot,

5. The disguised promoters: You
pretend to be my friend but you are
really just selling me a product. No I
don't want to join a new sub-group set
up to praise your latest self-published
book since I know that all the other
fans are you under various pseud-
onyms,

6. The link forwarders: You forward
unfunny jokes to our message walls,
neatly reminding us how retarded you
are. :

7. The hopeless amateur: You don't
really understand how Facebook

works, but you click everything so
each of us gets five identical invita-

responses go to everyone on the
network so we all get to hear your
dazzling gems of wisdom such as
"Anyone their?" {sic}

9. The spreader of awfulness: You
don’t realise you have extremely poor
taste but you remind the rest of us of
that fact every day. "Here's the fab
new Aqua music video, I love it almost
as much as I love I'm a Barbie Girl,
woohoo!"

10. The missing person: You signed
up for Facebook but are too busy to
use it so you miss almost every single
posting and comment and invitation.

Actually, come to think of it, num-
ber ten may be smarter than I give her
credit for.

Send ideas and

www.facebook com/nuryvittachi.

commenlts via




