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Tanvir Mokammel to join
Asian Leadership Fellow

A scene from “Lalon,” one of Tanvir Mokammel’s films to be screened in Japan.

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi
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It's another first for a Bangladeshi filmmaker.
After attending the Morocco International
Film Festival as a member of the jury recently,
Tanvir Mokammel is leaving Dhaka on Sep-
tember 10 on a two-month trip to Japan as part
of the Asian Leadership Fellow Programme at
the invitation of Japan Foundation, an outfit of
the Japanese Foreign Ministry. This is the first

during his stayin the country.

Mokammel will also meet renowned Japa-
nese director Nagisa Oshima who has made
two documentary films on the Liberation War
of Bangladesh.

As the aim of the programme is to introduce
the future Asian leaders to different aspects of
Japanese culture, Mokammel will watch per-
formances of traditional Japanese Noh and
Kabukitheatres and meet some Hiku poets. He
will also speak at some universities and

Noel Gallagher quitting
Oasis

Noel Gallagher has
announced he is quitting rock
band Oasis because he can no
longer work with his brother
Liam.

Noel, the group's lead
guitarist, made the statement
on the band's website. He said
a series of rows with his
brotherled to the decision.

The guitarist said: "It's with
some sadness and great relief
to tell you that I quit Oasis
tonight (August 28).

"People will write and say
what they like, but I simply
could not go on working with
Liamadaylonger."

“Apologies to all the people
who bought tickets for the
shows in Paris, Konstanz and
Milan," he added.

Earlier it was announced
the band had cancelled their
second gig in the space of a
week because of "an alterca-
tion within the band”.

They had been expected to
play the Rock en Seine festival
in Paris, but fans at the concert
were told by the support band
that Oasis would not be per-
forming.

Many of the crowd thought
it was a joke -- until screens at
either side of the stage showed
the message "as a result of an
altercation within the band,
the Oasis gig has been
cancelled"”.

Hamish McBain, from

the last tour, to say the least,
butit's been frosty before.

"Noel has left tours before,
Liam'’s not showed up for gigs
before, and they've carried on.
But this, certainly the way
Noel's presented it on the
Oasis website, it does feel like
ithas adegree of finality to it."

Oasis formed in Manches-
terin 1991, but were originally
known as The Rain.

The group was formed by
Liam Gallagher (vocals and
tambourine), Paul Arthurs
(guitar), Paul McGuigan (bass
guitar) and Tony McCarroll
(drums, percussion), but were
soon joined by Liam's older
brother Noel Gallagher (lead
guitarand vocals).

According to the Belfast
Telegraph, by June 2009 Oasis
had sold more than 50 million
records worldwide.

They have had eight UK
number-one singles and have
amassed 15 NME Awards, five
BRIT Awards, nine Q Awards
and four MTV Europe Music
Awards,

In February 2007, Oasis
received the BRIT Award for
outstanding contribution to
music.

The Gallagher brothers
have featured regularly in
tabloid newspapers for their
sibling disputes, wild lifestyles
and highly-public feud with
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Art and commerce come

Gazir Pat being promoted by NCC Bank

NCC Bank Ltd has taken up an initiative to
rekindle interest in Gazir Pat and Gazir Gaan,
through commercials for the bank's new prod-
uct "mbBridge”, produced to communicate
with the masses, says a press release.

“mBridge” is a foreign remittance payment
card, the first of its kind facilitating inward
remittance faster, automated and hassle free.

Gazir Pat and Gaan are part of a longstand-
ing tradition of our folk heritage, dating back to
the 7th century. Various episodes from the life
of Gazi Pir are depicted on the patand the story
iIs narrated through Gazir Gaan. However, this
tradition is slowly losing ground. Nowadays it
s hard to find the par and the melody of Gazir
Gaan, Some pat are preserved in Ashutosh

Museum (Kolkata), Gurusaday Dutt Sangraha
(Kolkata), Lokoshilpa Museum of Sonargaon
(Narayanganj) and Bangla Academy (Dhaka).

NCC Bank is proud to promote this heritage
of our country considering it as a corporate
social responsibility. BBDO Bangladesh has
conceptualised and supervised the commer-
cial, while Mahmudul Islam of Kino Films has
directed it. A total of 783 hand painted illustra-
tions by eminent Patua Raghunath
Chakraborty were used to complete the com-
mercial. Musician Limon and singer Sumi
teamed up to conjure the magic of Gazir Gaan.
The commercial is being aired on different TV
channels.
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umesd Bangladeshi filmmaker haes received researchcentres, . music magazine New Musical . m‘?‘mr}{fﬁﬂglpibamlllmui“ i .
suchapjnyifation, -, Mokammel, who wasxnﬂitﬂrfalasnwek to ;| Express, said despite a long hEﬂ Ir‘ ine'ip consisted #
During his stay in Japan, 5pemal screenmga give lecture at a film appreciation course, is of guitarist Gem Archer and

of Mokammel's three films "Lalon", "The
Unknown Bird" and "The Teardrops of
Karnaphuli® will be held. Besides,
Bangladeshis in Tokyo are also planning to
hold a retrospective of Mokammel's films

excited about this forthcoming visit to the
Land of the Rising Sun and hopes it will be
rewarding in terms of enriching his experience
as a filmmaker and his interest in other areas of
culture.

history of falling out between
the two brothers, this split has
an air of finality.

He told the BBC: "The
relationship between Noel
and Liam has been frosty over

bassist Andy Bell, as well as
unofficial drummer Chris
Sharrock.

--------------------------------------------------------

Source: BBC

The commercial of NCC Bank Ltd features and promotes Gazir Pat.
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