Film Screening

Organiser: Dhaka
University Film Society and
Russian Centre of Sclence
and Cutture (RCSC)
Venue: RCSC, H 510, Rd
7, Dhanmondi

Date: August 26-27

Time: 3pm onwards

Consigned to the back
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Theatre
Premiere of the play 'Drop
Oul’
Troupe: Alkik Theatra
(Narayanganj)

Academy

Time: 8:15pm

pages of history

Baul MA Gafur’s 38th death anniversary observed in Pabna

Baul MA Gafur

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIRTOPU, Pabna

Memories of Baul MA Gafur, a renowned folk
artist of the region, remain vibrant in the public
memory. Gafur was not just a singer, but a
devotee of music -- particularly folk and mysti-
cal songs. He was martyred during the
Liberation \War.

As in previous years, the 38th death anniver-
sary of Baul MA Gafur had a low key observance
by his family on August 20.

Unfortunately, 38 years after the war, Gafur
is sidelined in Pabna as his name finds no men-
tion in the 'Durjoy Pabna,’ a Liberation War
memeralinthedistrict.

After” independénce, a postal” ticket was
launched in his honour but there is no other
initiative to preserve his memories or introduce
his accomplishments to the young of the district.

Melody attracted Gafur at a very young age.
He began to learn music from Ustad Ashwini
Kumar Royand later under Ustad Amir Hossain.

At the beginning of his musical life Gafur was
inspired by the mystical songs of Lalon Shah and
visited the Lalon Akhra (shrine) several imes.

Gafur was an enlisted musician at Rajshahi
Radio since its inception. He was the founder
teacher of Pabna Institute of Fine Arts and
various other cultural organisations. He was
also the music director of the Bangla films
“Lalon Fakir” and “Bahram Badshah." He won
awards several times for his contribution to
music. In 1940, Gafur was conferred with the
'Gouranga Shahitya Ratna.’

Gafur worked with key musicians of the
country several times. In the 1960s folk maestro
Abbasuddin visited the Pabna Bonomali
Institute. There Gafur gave a duet performance
with the legendary singer. He was in contact
with noted folk musicians such as Abdul Latif,
Harolal Roy, Abdul Alim, Mostafa Zaman
Abbasiand more.

A little known facet of MA Gafur is his iden-
tity as a social worker in his locality. He estab-
lished the Kaizuri Primary School, graveyard
and many other institutions on his estates.
Though he was a physician by profession, his
heart lay in music.

The Pakistani army arrested MA Gafur from
his residence on August 20 in 1971 with the
allegation of providing support to the freedom
fighters. After a daylong torture they killed him
in the afternoon of August 20.

The Shahid Baul MA Gafur Cultural
Academy, a music institution, was established
in Pabna town to preserve his memory,

Gafur's sons -- Abdul Malek Sarker and
Kaiyum Sarkar -- are trying to kee p alive the
heritage of their father. However, they lament
that their fatheris yet to receive his due recogni-
tion even after 38 years of independence.

“My father's name is yet to be included in
the 'Durjoy Pabna.' Also there is no initiative to
preserve his memories. He was an asset to our
culture,” Kaiyum Sarkar said.

Venue: Experimental
Theatre Hall, Shilpakals

Dale: August 27 & 28

Jackson

memorabilia
goes on three-
city tour

Michael Jackson's memo-
rabilia will kick off a three-
city tour starting in
London, where his “This Is
[t" tour was supposed to
launch.

The company responsi-
ble for arranging Michael
Jackson's comeback tour

will instead be touring
with Michael Jackson
memorabilia.

Judge Mitchell Beckloff
ruled on Friday that AEG
Live would launch a tour-
ing exhibit of Michael
Jackson's memorabilia.

The exhibition will
open in London where
Jackson was meant to kick
off his “This Is It” tour. The
exhibit could stay in
London for up to six
months before moving on
to two other cities.

Jackson's mother
opposed the decision,
claiming that the exhibit
was not competitively bid.
She is entitled to 40 per-
cent of Jackson's estate,
Another 40 percent 1is
going to Jackson's chil-
dren, and the remaining 20
percent is going Lo various
charities.

Talk to other readers
about this story.
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Theatre

Play: The Freedom of
the City

Troupe: Udichi Central
Drama Section

Venue: Mahila Samiti
Auditorium, Natok
Sharani

Date: August 28
Time: 8pm

P‘é s & Entertdinment

Film Screening
Film: Hirak
e Rajar

Film Society and
Goethe-Institut

Date: August 27
Time: 5pm

Organiser; Children's

Venue; Goethe-Institut,
H 10, Rd 9, Dhanmonds
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An evening of classical music

In Jhenidah

AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah

-------------------------------------------

A cultural programme fea-
turing classical music was
held in Jhenidah Upazila
Auditorium recently. The
performer was classical
vocalist Mohammad
Mahmudul Hasan. The
event was organised by the
Bangladesh Gonoshilpi
Shangstha's Jhenidah wing.
A prominent personality at
the function was Gonoshilpi
Shangstha president Abdus
Salam.

Hasan performed Khayal
in Raga Maru Behag and a
Pahari Thumri. Veteran
classical artistes of Jhenidah
attended the function.

Subrata Sarkar, manager,
Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan
Bank's Bonwari Nagar,
Pabna branch, also per-
formed classical music at
the event.

Hasan's love for music
surfaced at an early age. Son
of Omar Ali of Rajdharpur

village, under Jhenidah
Sadar Upazila,
received his primary train-
ing in music from Tapan
Bhattacharya of Jhenidah.
He also trained under

Hasan
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Mohammad Mahmudul Hasan (centre) sings at the programme.

Sudhin
Das, Khairul Anam Shakil,

Sohrab Hossain,

Shaheen
Ara and Rezwan Ali.
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An enlisted artiste of
Bangladesh Betar in Nazrul
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Sangeet and adhunik songs,
Hasan has completed a
diploma course in Nazrul
Sangeet from Chhayanaut
Sangeet Bidyayatan in
Dhaka.

First general assembly of Bangladesh Sangeet Sangathan
Samonnay Parishad held

The first biennjal general meetipg of
'‘Bangladesh Sangeet Sangathan
Samonnay Parishad' was held at
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy on
August 20, says a press release.

The meeting was presided over by
eminent Tagore singer Tapan Mahmud.

General secretary of the Parishad,
Mahmud Selim presented the report at
the meeting.

Also at the meeting, a new executive
committee, comprising 31 individuals,
was formed. Artistes Tapan Mahmud,
Mahmud Selim and Tamizuddin were

named president, general secretary and
treasure respectively for the Bengali

year1416-17.

A plan for arranging 'Bijoy Sangeet
Mela' in December and a decision on
forming a ‘Sangeet Shilpi Kalyan Tahbil
were adopted at the meeting.
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