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PM's help sought to

bring back 80 workers

' STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Relatives of Bangladeshi migrant workers in
Saudi Arabia yesterday urged the prime minis-
ter to help bring back 80 workers who have
been waiting for return in a cell in Jeddah for
around six months after serving different terms
in jail,

At a press conference at the National Press
Club in the city, they said the workers were sent
to jail by the Saudi police in various times for
violating very common rules or for expiry of
visas.

from Saudi Arabia

ing between six months and five years, said
Mosharraf Hossain, one of the relatives, of Feni.

Mosharraf said those having passports,
collected money from home and submitted it
to the jail authorities to buy tickets, while those
who do not have passports are issued special
travel passes by the Bangladesh mission there.

“Sometimes the officials from Bangladesh
embassy went there and assured the workers of
sending them home in a week, but that week is
yet to come,” said Harun Or Rashid of
Chittagong.

By this time, one of the victims, Mohammad
Yusuf of Noakhali, also died in the cell, while

When Saudi police presented them in the
court, the workers had no scope for self-
defence that ultimately led to sentences rang-

others are having very bad times in frustration
and diseases, he said.

Gordon greets
Muslims ahead
of Ramadan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

British Prime Minister Gordon
Brown greeted the Muslim
communities across the world
on the occasion of the holy
Ramadan.

“Today I wish you, your
family, and all Muslim com-
munities in the United
Kingdom and throughout the
world, my sincerest best
wishes for the sacred month of
Ramadan,” he said in a mes-
sage received here yesterday.

As you come together
everyday for the next month to
break the fast, thoughts will be
of faith, families and together-
ness. It will also be a time for
prayer, contemplation and
reflection; a time to remember
those who are less fortunate
today.

“The message of compas-
sion and justice is strongin the
Islamic faith, not just in the
holy month of Ramadan Itis a
universal message that unites
usall,” he added.

In a separate message

ahead of the holy month of

crashes

METRO DESK

Three people were killed
and 30 others injured in
separate road accidents in
Narsingdi and Barguna
yesterday.

A correspondent in
Narsingdi reports: Two peo-
ple were killed and 30 others
injured when a passenger
bus collided head-on with a
truck on Dhaka-Sylhet high-
way near Narayanpur Bus
Stand at Belabo in the dis-
trict yesterday.

The identity of the dead
could not be known imme-
diately.

The injured were rushed
to different hospitals at
Bhairab and Narsingdi.

Our correspondent in
Barisal adds: A schoolboy
was killed in a road accident
in Barguna yesterday.

The victim was identified
as Sabuj Reza, 16, son of
Selim Molla and a student of

A yesterday, Secretary of State class ten of Itabaria
for Foreign and Charakgachhia School and
Commonwealth Affairs David | College.

Miliband also greeted the The accident took place
. Muslims across the globe . near Sonakhali Girls School

crossing at about 9:00am

Ramadan.

when a speeding bus

3 killed in road

knocked the bicycle he was
riding on while he was
returning home from school.

He succumbed to his
injuries on the way to Sher-
e-Bangla Medical College
Hospital.

Shishu Park
timing for
Ramadan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has reshuffled the
visiting hours of Shaheed Zia
Shishu Park at Shahbagh in
the city during the Ramadan.

The park will remain open
from 11:00am to 4.30pm on
Saturday, Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday. It will
remain closed for half an hour
from 2:15pm to 2:45pm for
Juma prayers.

On Wednesday, the park
will remain- closed from
11:00am to 2:00pm for repair-
ing purpose and from 2:00pm
to 4:00pm the park will remain
open for the poor and
unprivileged children.
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NEWS

Burglary at
secy's flat

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Burglars stole valuables,
including gold ornaments and
foreign currencies, from the
government residence of
secretary of the local govern-
ment division at Dhanmondi
in the city onTuesday night.

Police said that the burglars
entered into the flat of secre-
tary Monzur Hossain cutting
window grill on the first floor.
None was at the flat on that
night as family members went
to Chittagong.

Burglars took away 25 tolas
of gold ornaments, Tk 16,000
and USS 15,000, three mobile
phone sets and two digital
cameras from breaking open
almaris at the flat, police said.

Police detained liftman of
the building Masum Billah, a
driver Waliullah, and brother
of pump operator Shah Alam
forinterrogation.

A case was filed with
Dhanmondi Police Station in
this connection.

Flt Lt Matiur's
anniversary of
death observed
METRO DESK

Bangladesh Air Force
observed the 38th death anni-
versary of Shaheed Flight
Lieutenant M Matiur Rahman
Bir Shreshtho with due solem-
nity yesterday, says an ISPR
release.

On the occasion, milad
mabhfil was held at the central
mosques at all BAF Bases.

In the morning, Assistant
Chief of Air Staff (Admin) Air
Vice Marshal Muhammad
Enamul Bari visited the grave
of Matiur Rahman at the
Martyred Intellectuals'’
Graveyard at Mirpur and
offered munajat for the salva-
tion of the departed soul of
Matiur Rahman.

Qulkhwani

METRO DESK

Qulkhwani

former

chairman of
Bangladesh
Railway
Board and BIWTA, will be held
at his residence (Villa
Magnolia, Road-7, House-10,
Gulshan-1) in the city today,
says a pressrelease.

He passed away due to a
cardiac arrest at a city hospital
onTuesday:.

Relatives and admirers are
requested to attend the
programme and pray for
salvation of the departed soul.

Doa Mahtfil

I A doa mabhfil
Hfor late
| Rezaul
gae K arim,
$Wlretired
Jexecutive
M director of
- Bangladesh
Rural Development Board,
will be held at Mansurabad
Jame Masjid at Adabar in the
city after Asr prayers today.
Rezaul passed away due to
a cardiac arrest at his resi-
dence in Mansurabad
Residential Area at Shyamoli
in the city on August 13 at the
ageof67, says a press release.
All are requested to attend
the doa mabhfil to pray for the
salvation ofthe departed soul.
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PHOTO: ISPR
Army Chief Gen Md Abdul Mubeen, Navy Chief Rear Admiral ZU Ahmed and Air Chief Air Marshal SM
Ziaur Rahman call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the Armed Forces Division at Dhaka

Cantonment yesterday.

Incessant rain
disrupts life
in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Incessant rain disrupted
normal life here in the port city
yesterday.

The rain that began
Wednesday afternoon inun-
dated many of the city streets
while commuters experienced
immense suffering due to
non-availability of transports.

City streets at several busy
points like Bahodderhat,
Muradpur, Sholoshahar Gate
No 2, Agrabad Access Road
and Badurtala went under
knee-deep water creating
serious gridlock in those areas
ataround noon.

The worst sufferers were
the dwellers of low lying areas
like Chwakbazar, Bakalia,
Kapashgola, Sholakbahar,
Agrabad CDA Residential area
and Dewanbazar, which were
submerged and inundated.

The met office recorded
195.6mm of rainfall in the last
24 hours till 3:00am yesterday.

However, no hill slides or
casualty was reported till filing
of thisreportat5:15pm.

Death anniversary
DU CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
first death
anniversary
of Dr Anwar
Hossain
Matubbar.
- On the
doccasion,
Qurankhwani and doa mahfil
will be held at his village home
in Faridpur after Juma prayers,
says a press release.

Saiful Islam Khan
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
10th death
anniversary
of Saiful
Islam Khan,
former
director of

180 HIm

Polymers and Plasticisers
Limited and son of former
industries minister Samsul
Islam Khan, says a press
release.
Alhaj Nurul Islam
STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Today is the
12th death
anniversary
_ of Alhaj
| g Nurul Islam,
b a social
\ ,__/ worker in
: Narayanganj

, Says a press release,
On the occasion, a milad

mahfil will be held at his resi-
dencein the city.

BARGE-MOUNTED CASE

HC drops Hasina's
petition from
cause list

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A High Court (HC) bench yes-
terday dropped from its cause
list a petition filed by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina for
quashing the proceedings of
barge-mounted power plant
case against her, upholding its
(HC) earlier order staying the
case.

The HC bench of Justice
Sheikh Rezowan Ali and Justice
Md Rais Uddin made the peti-
tion outofits cause list since this
bench has no jurisdiction to
hear this petition following the
reconstitution ofthe benches.

Launching of
'A Passage to
Freedom' today

METRO DESK

The launching ceremony of a
book titled 'A Passage to
Freedom: The Story of an
Adventurous Escape of a Bengali
Family formn Pakistani Captivity'
by Abdul Matin will be held at
Atomic Energy Centre (Beside
Bangla Academy) in the city at
5:30pmtoday, saysapressrelease.

Former chief adviser to a
caretaker government Justice
Muhammad Habibur Rahman
will be the chief guest while Prof
Salauddin Ahmed, Prof Zillur
Rahman Siddique, Prof Jamilur
Reza Chowdhury and MA
Quaiyum will attend the
programme.

The court gave the order
when the matter came up onthe
cause list for hearing yesterday.

Hasina's lawyer Barrister
Rafique-Ul Huq told reporters
that they would move the peti-
tion to another bench of the HC
for vacating the stay order, so
that the case against Sheikh
Hasina can be withdrawn from
the trial court.

The HC on July 7 last year,
following a petition seeking
quashing proceedings of the
case, stayed all proceedings of
the barge-mounted power
plant case filed by the Anti-
corruption Commission (ACC).

Taj Melamine
fined for using
toxic materials

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A mobile court yesterday real-
ised Tk 2 lakh in fines from Taj
Melamine Industries Pvt. Ltd.
at South Keraniganj on charges
of using toxic materials to
produce melamine utensils.

A team of ‘Bangladesh
Standards and Testing Institute

(BSTI) led by a magistraté,| .

raided the factory and seized
400 sacks of toxic urea mould,
150 sacks of melamine powder
and 50 sacks of utensils, a BSTI
press release said.

The mobile court also found
that the industry did not renew
its licence issued by the BSTI

authority, which is mandatory.

5th anniversary
of grenade
attack on

AL rally toady

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The fifth anniversary of the
grenade attack on the Awami
League rally will be observed
today.

On the occasion, AL
President and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina will place
wreaths at the memorial to the
grenade attack victims in front
of the party's central office at
BangabandhuAvenue.

Council of ministers, advis-
ers to the prime ministers,
lawmakers and leaders of the
party and its associated bodies
will also be present.

On this day in 2004, the
grenade attack on the AL rally
killed 24 people, including AL
leader Ivy Rahman, wife of
President Zillur Rahman, and
injured over 500 others. Almost
the entire leadership of the
party were present in the rally.
Sheikh Hasina narrowly
escaped the bloodbath.

A discussion will also be held
at the Institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh at 5:30pm where
the prime minister will speak as
the chief guest.

Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee, a forum for
secular Bangladesh and trial of
war criminals of 1971, will also
hold a discussion.

Surya Sen Hall
house tutors

resign en masse .

DU CORRESPONDENT

Eight house tutors of Surya
Sen Hall at Dhaka University
resigned en masse yesterday
bringing allegations of 're-
vengeful and discourteous'
attitudes of the hall provost
towards them.

House tutor Al Amin sub-
mitted the resignation letter
on behalf of others at the vice
chancellor's office at around
10:00am.

Other tutors who resigned
include Dr Muhammad Saiful
Alam, Dr Faruk Ahmed, Md
Amirus Salat, AKM Yunus,
Mahmud Ullah, Mohammad
Nur-e-Alam Siddique and Md
Rajib Alam.

Provost Prof Khandgkar
Ashraf Hossain, however,
refuted the allegations
brought against him, saying
that the matteris political.

Vice Chancellor Prof Arefin
told The Daily Star that his
office has received the resig-
nation letter, but no decision
isyetto take in this regard.

Jo delicious items

The name trusted by millions of homemakers
worldwide is happy to be in Bangladesh.
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Tracing its origin back to USA, Whirlpool® has spread across the globe and
today Is present in 170 countries across the world. With 100 year§ of heritage
behind it, Whirlpool® today is truly a global brand catering to global needs!
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