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WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES

Call to review law

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a dialogue yester-
day demanded the govern-
ment take steps for immediate
review of the existing laws and
policies for persons with
disabilities, because it has
failed to address the needs of
women with disabilities.

There is no mention of
women with disabilities in
Disability Welfare Act 2001
and National Policy for
Persons with Disabilities 1995
and Prevention of Women
and Child Repression Act
2000 amended in 2003, they
added.

The speakers said even the
Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against
Women (Cedaw) did not
mention their rights.

The national dialogue on
Women with Disabilities
Rights Implementation was
organised by Bangladesh
Protibandhi Kalyan Samity
(BPKS) at the National Press
Clubinthe city.

The speakers also under-
lined the importance of
changing the rules of business
of every ministry to address
the issue of disability.

Presenting a keynote
paper, Ashrafun Nahar, coor-
dinator of Women with
Disability Network, BPKS, said

women with disabilities face
triple disadvantages, first for
their disabilities, secondly
gender and then for poverty.
So, the issue needs a special
attention. 3

She pointed out that these
women are easy target of
physical, sexual and psycho-
logical abuses which often go
unreported for lack of social
and legal support.

According to a survey con-
ducted by World Health
Organisation in 2000, persons
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Foreign Minister Dipu Moni
speaks at a dialogue at the
National Press Club in the city
yesterday.

with disabilities constitute
about 10 percent of the total
population in Bangladesh. The
total number is around 1.5
crore. Of them, about 75 lakh is
women with disabilities. Only
two percent of these women get
the opportunity of education.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Foreign Minister Dipu Moni
said forming a law is not
enough unless it is imple-
mented with strict monitoring
which requires political com-
mitment.

She stressed the need to
integrate persons with disabil-
ities into mainstream devel-
opment and create access for
them into all spheres of life. To
achieve that, itis urgent to find
out the actual figure of the
persons with disabilities.

On the other hand, Prof
Imtiaz Ahmed of International
Relations department at
Dhaka University said cur-
rently war, terrorism and
disasters, both natural and
manmade, are the main rea-
sons behind disability.

Rawshan Ara Begum,
director general of the
Department ofWomen Affairs,
Abdus Sattar Dulal, founder
and executive director of
BPKS, Diane Lamberg-
Liszkay, attaché of European
Commission, and Lisa
Johnson, capacity building
officer of BPKS, also spoke.

'Save city parks, playgrounds'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Environmentalists at a human
chain vyesterday demanded
the parks in the city be saved.

They also demanded more
open spaces and playgrounds
to ensure sound physical and
mental development of the
children.

Save the Environment
Movement (SEM) and WBB
“ust formed the human chain
in front of Faculty of Fine Art
on Dhaka University campus.
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exercise and outdoor games
are very important for sound
mental growth of a man.

The children are being
deprived of the opportunity to
play outdoor games due to
lack of playgrounds and parks,
hesaid. -

Project Manager of WBB
Trust Syed Mahbubul Alam
said people are suffering from
different kinds of diseases like
diabetes, obesity and cardiac
problem due to lack of outdoor
games and physical exercise.
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Hafizur Rahman Mayna also

address the problem it is
necessary to ensure that they
get outdoor games facilities
since their childhood, he said.

Secretary General of
Citizens' Rights Movement
Tushar Rehman said amuse-
ment facilities should get
special attention in urban
planning.

Singer Abdul Kuddus
Boyati, President of Nirapad
Foundation Ibnul Sayed Rana
and President of Khilgaon
Samajik Unnayan Sangstha
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Save the Envirm:lment Movement (SEM) and WBB Trust form a human chain in front of Faculty of Fine
Arton Dhaka University campus yesterday with a call to save city parks and playgrounds.

'‘Comprehensive law a must
to fight human trafficking'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Poverty and lack of adequate
legal framework potentially
create obstacles to the fight
against trafficking in women
and children, experts at a
seminar said yesterday.

“The primary barrier is the
absence of a single compre-
hensive law to combat human
trafficking,” said Advocate
Salma Ali, executive director
of Bangladesh National
Woman Lawyers' Association
(BNWLA).

’l RDRS (Rangpur-Dinajpur
u

ral Service) Bangladesh
organised the seminar on
Dimensions of trafficking in
women and children and
barriers to implementation of
laws’ at Spectra Convention
Centrein the city.

Dignity and privacy of a
trafficked and sexually abused
woman must be protected
during the investigation and
trial, Salma Ali said. -

Stressing the need for
integrated efforts by the coun-
tries concerned, she said
extradition treaty is required
to tackle the issue effectively
and bring the accused back
from abroad.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan,
trustee board chairperson of
RDRS Bangladesh, said the
police treat most cases of
trafficking as abduction,
which weakens the legal
course and undermines the
gravity of the offence.

State Minister for Women
and children Affairs Shirin
Sharmin Chowdhury said the
foremost reasons behind
trafficking in women and
children include poverty, lack
of education, lack of social
awareness and natural disas-
ters.

Rasheda K Chowdhury,
executive director of
Campaign for Popular
Education (Campe), said that

mass awareness about the
issue could be raised by incor-
porating materials in the post-
primary education curricu-
lum or as supplementary
reading. It can also be
achieved through street
drama, music and extra-
curricular activities.

Women and children are
mostly trafficked to India,
Pakistan and Middle Eastern
countries, said Salma Ali.

Delwar blames govt
for oppression

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain
yesterday accused the govern-
ment of adopting 'autocratic
attitude’ and continuing tor-
ture and oppression of opposi-
tion leaders and activists,

He also protested the impo-
sition of a ban on a memorial
discussion at Manikganj where
he and BNP leader Salauddin
Quader Chowdhury were
invited as guests.

The meeting was sched-
uled for yesterday at
Daulatpur Upazila, but the
upazila administration
imposed the ban as the ruling
party’s local unit also called a
meeting at the same venue,

Delwar said the govern-
ment has infringed the peo-

ple's right to freedom of
expression imposing the
ban on peaceful meeting.

Meanwhile, the BNP stand-
Ing committee member
Moudud Ahmed yesterday
said it would not be a right
decision to change the name,
uniform and logo of
Bangladesh rifles (BDR) only
forafewpeople's crime.

"BDR has a glorious past.
50, the issue should be dis-
cussed in parliament before
making any changes," he told
reporters at his Motijheel
chamber in the city.

The former law minister
also said the people expect
quick trial of real culprits
involved in the carnage at BDR
headquarters, but a group in
the government is hatching a
conspiracy to delay the trial.
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Nobel laureate Prof Muhammad Yunus shares his experience in the US about receiving the
Presidential Medal of Freedom 2009, America’s highest civilian award, with distinguished guests at
the Grameen Bank auditorium in the city yesterday.
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Digitalised land
management by '14

Says minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Land Minister Rezaul Karim
Hira yesterday said the land
management system in the
country would be digitalised
by 2014.

Hira said they have placed
a budget of Tk 3,000 crore to
the government in this regard
and a project has been taken
to digitalise the land manage-
ment system by 2014.

The minister said this
while he was speaking at a
programme titled “"Meet
the Press” organised by
Dhaka Reporters Unity at
its office.

He said all records and
registration of land will be
carried out digitally and the
work has already began in five
moujasin Savar.

He said the ministry will fill
up the posts of 312 AC land
which have been lying vacant
foryears.

Hira said his ministry has
handed over Khas land to
around 22 thousand landless
people by June this year while
it is working for handing over
28 thousand Jalmahals to
peoplelivingon fishing.

"We are also trying to
retrieve the land encroached
by land grabbers over the
years,” he said, adding that
land distribution among the
landless would continue.

He said the ministry will
implement the
“Guchchagram project” in 184
police stations in four years at
a cost of Tk 187 crore to pro
vide landless people with
home.

Interview dates
for DV lottery

rescheduled > i 3
METRO DESK ™ -

The consular section of the US
Embassy in Dhaka has
rescheduled interviews for
Diversity Visa (DV) applicants
with interview dates on
September 8, 9 and 10, says a
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ATTENTION POWER PROFESSIONAILS

(OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE)

-
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Agroup of Independent Power and Water companies including HPC, Tihama Power, ITM O&M and Fu{
O&M are looking for the following “Power Professionals”. The companies are privileged to have leading g

i
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regional groups as their shareholders including International Power, TEPCO and Marubeni.

pressrelease yesterday.
Individuals with interviews

scheduled for one of those ¢ SHIFT CHARGE ENGINEERS

BE/B.Tech.(Elect./Mech.)

PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT
JRE 22605 *
BE/B.Tech (Elect./Mech./Inst.) Min. exp. 2 yrs. Salary; USS 2,000

— ITM O&M Company Limited F

Rern 1'.-

airah F2 |

obal and |

_ | ;
FIELD/OPERATION ENGINEERS JRE 22603

o e o

dates should have received a Min. exp. 8-10yrs. Salary: USS$ 3,200 e OPERATION SUPPORT ENGINEERS (FIREMAN) JRE 22623 |
letter with the new interview ® CONTROL ROOM ENGINEERS JRE 22604 Diploma/ITI, Min. exp. 3-5 yrs. Salary: USS 2,100 2
date. Individuals may also BE/B.Tech. (Elect./Mech.) e CHEMISTS JRE 22606 |
check the embassy's website at Min. exp. 8-10yrs. Salary: USS 2,800 BE/B.Tech/Dip./B.Sc. Min. exp. 5 yrs. Salary: USS$ 2,600
'http://dhaka.usembassy.gov' For the above positions please send your CV to ptrade@citechco.net with a copy to oildxbl.jvi@gmail.com *
for the new date. ~ ENG. & MAINT. DEPARTMENT |
If an individual fails to | § o MECH./ELECT./1&C ENGINEERS  JRE 22607 ® SR. MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS JRE 22602 |
appear on his/her new inter- BE/B.Tech., Min. exp.5 yrs, Salary: US$ 2,800 (Mechanical/Electrical/I1&C/Services) -'
view date, it will not be possi- e INVENTORY CONTROLLER JRE 22608 Diploma, Min. exp. 5yrs. Salary: USS 2,000 ';
ble to reschedule the inter- Graduate, Min. exp. 5 yrs (Inventory Control Management preferred) o MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS JRE 22601 |
view foran alternate day. Salary: USS 1,850 (Mechanical/Electrical/1&C) ',
Individuals may email ® STOREMEN/MATERIALS HANDLERS JRE 22609 Diploma, Min. exp. 3 yrs. Salary: US$ 1,400 11
'DhakaDV@state.gov' with Graduate, Min. exp. 5 yrs. Salary; USS$ 1,400
any questions regarding their For the above positions please send your CV to palash@avidmax.net with a copy to oildxbl.jvi@gmail.com 1
DVinterviews or applications. TO APPLY: Please send your CV to respective Email ID and also regjster your CV at 5 0
Please include the full www.jerryvarghese.com/applyonline. Please select your source of CV as “Print A PolannnE E
S ST iakt ) e SR i o) Advertisement” quoting the above Job Title and Ref. No. (JRE). To view detailed job INTERNATIONAL LTD. 8
, description, please log on to www.jerryvarghese.comy/ipplc 58, Guishan South C/A, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh E
B OINER IR TE: The Terms and Condition : (1) Contract Period : Unlimited/3 (2) Food : Self. (3) Air Ticket, T 2
. . ernod : Unlimite years. : Self. r Ticket, Transportation, A odation, Medical, = |
Fonsula: section regrets any Uniform & Residential Permit ; Provided by the Company. (4) Working Hours : 8 Hours/day, 5rdayzoa WBK. (;%Thrgr bié?f?ls : isui:ir % |
inconvenience this may UAE rules. (6) This advertisement does not ensure the job availability. (7) Registered Candidates will be selected from Data Bank. 3
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Do not miss this
special publication that l

comes with a copy of

when in roam..
.make sure it happens your way!

GRS roaming now on postpaid
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When In Roam, don't Just talk or send SMS. Browse, check malls, chat and keep In touch with GPRS Roaming.
For detalls call 786

catalogues Eid

collections from

leading design

) FREE RECRUTTMENT | Thic stverticament as concuenee of the Bureen o Maopower Employment & Traning BUETIPE-0L/104 20081851 et - 18.% 2000 |
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