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Selim Al Deen birth anniversary celebration

An innovative staging of “Prachya”

JaAMIL MAHMUD

On the second day (August 18)
of the ongoing Selim Al Deen
birth anniversary celebration,
Pantomime Movement
(Chittagong) staged a
mimodrama adaptation of Al
Deen's acclaimed play
“Prachya” at the National
heatre Hall, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy.

Al Deen wrote the play in
the late 1990s. Apart from
Pantomime Movement,

Dhaka Theatre and Swapnadal
(from Kolkata) have staged the
play several times in
Bangladesh and India.
"Prachya” is a tragedy --
narrative of an individual
named Sayfarchan. The high-
light of the play is the presen-
tation of rural elements.
Enacting so many elements of
the rural Bengal through
mimicry was seemingly a
challenge for the performers.
Sayfarchan loses his wife,
Nolok, on the wedding night
after a cobra bites her. The
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Performers of Pantomime Movement (Chittagong) in a scene from “Prachya.”

play narrates Sayfarchan's
journey home after marrying
Nolok. As his wife succumbs to
death, en enraged Sayfarchan
vows revenge, and sets out to
find the killer snake.

Al Deen was seemingly
inspired by the indigenous
myth of "Behula-Lakhindar.”
According to the myth,
Lakhindar (husband of Behula)
dies from snakebite on the
wedding night and the story is
narrated from the heroine's
perspective. In "Prachya,” Al
Deen narrated the story from
the male perspective,

Pantomime usually fea-
tures music. The troupe used
western classical, Indian
classical and Bangladeshi folk
tunes as background music.
Some of the performers were
attired in costumes (like sari)

mime, to incorporate a rural
essence.

Prior to the staging, con-
vener of the celebration
programme, Nasiruddin
Yousuff, gave a brief introduc-
tion to the production and
other activities of Pantomime
Movement. Yousuff praised
the troupe's bold endeavour
of adapting this play.

"Al Deen always wanted
to see innovative depic-
tions of his works. If he were
alive today, I'm sure he
would have been elated to
see this transformation of
the play,” said Yousuff, who
is also the director of Dhaka
Theatre's production of
"Prachya.”

Rizwan Rajon was the
director of the mimodrama.
Rajon also played the role of

Liza, Ishita, Shobhon, Shaon,
[ftekhar, Rubel and Murad
performed in the play.

As part of the celebration,
the department of Drama and
Dramatics, Jahangirnagar
University staged Al Deen's
play "Swarnoboal” at the
campus on the same day.
Professor Afsar Ahmed was
the director of the play.

The second day of the
musical programme, "Bhanga
Hater Mela,” featured recita-
tion by Jharna Sarkar. Nazrul
singer Sujit Mustafa and

Chandan Chowdhury ren-

dered songs while noted
dance duo Kabirul Islam
Ratan and Sadia Islam Mou
performed dance. Abu
Sayeed's "Kittankhola" was
screened at the Studio Theatre

Selim Al Deen Solo Woodcut Print Theatre Dance Recital
Birth ‘l‘ll‘ll\"ﬂll’] Exhibition Play: Half Akhrai gzg;"{, m] :
Celebration %ﬂ;’d“m’"’ Troupe: Udichi and Mehraj Haque
Organiser: Dhaka Theatre Artist: Anisuzzaman Venue: Experimental Venue: Concem

& Shilpakala Academy Venue: Bengal Gallery of Theatre Hall, Worldwide Country Office,
Venue: Shilpakala Fine Arts, 275/F, Rd 27, Shilpakala Academy H 15 6W(D),Rd 7,
Madﬂy Dhan.n'mdt Date: August 21 Guishan 1

Date: August 17-21 Date: August 9-22 Time: 7-30pm Date: August 20

‘Time: 4pm onwards Time: 12-8pm s Time: 7pm

t :
fﬁ' § & bEntertdinment

The Daily Star

Jackson to be interred on
his 51st birthday

With his love of old-time
Hollywood glamour, showy
art and showmanship,
Michael Jackson would prob-
ably have welcomed his
family's announcement
Tuesday that his remains will
be interred in the star-laden,
sculpture-speckled confines
of Forest Lawn Memorial-
Park in Glendale.

Jackson will be interred
August 29, which would have
been his 51st birthday, in an
intimate momning service for
family and friends in the
expansive cemetery's Great
Mausoleum, according to a
statement from the family
publicist. The pop singer's
remains will be placed in a
crypt in the Holly Terrace
section of the mausoleum, a

massive building that is the
final resting place for stars
from film's golden age, such
as Jean Harlow, Carole
Lombard and Clark Gable.

Jackson, who spent lav-
ishly on antiques and fancy
reproductions, is to be placed
in an areadecorated by sculp-
tures and bronzes of
American icons, including
George Washington, Mark
Twain, Abraham Lincoln and
Teddy Roosevelt on a prop-
erty that has replicas of
Michelangelo statues and a
stained glass window depict-
ing the "Last Supper.”

The funeral announce-
ment capped two months of
rumours that began even
before Jackson's gold-plated
casket was rolled into Staples

Centre on July 7 for a televised
memorial.

But Jackson’'s family, led
by his 79-year-old mother,
Katherine, selected Forest
Lawn, a 20-minute trip across
the San Fernando Valley from
their Encino home. Neither a
cemetery spokesman nor the
Jacksons' publicist would
comment on the reasons for
their choice.

In choosing Forest Lawn,
Jackson's family opted for a
place with the over-the-top
qualities that the pop star
loved in life and the privacy
guarantees that eluded him.,
The 103-year-old property's
290 acres straddle the border
of Glendale and Los Angeles.
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Michael Jackson will be interred in the cemetery’s Great Mausoleum.
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