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Trott to keep
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dropped Ravi Bopara.

Essex batsman Bopara
managed just one and nought
during England’s innings and
80 run fourth Test defeat at
Headingley, a result that saw
Australia level the five-match
Ashes series at 1-1 with the
Oval finale, which starts on
l'hursday, tocome.

Those scores compounded
a poor series for Bopara who,
batting at number three, has
managed just 107 runs in seven
innings against Australia at a
meagre average of 15.

England, with Kevin
Pietersen out of the series
following the second Test
because of an Achilles injury,
decided they had to do some-
thing to stiffen the top-order
and so selected Trott, in the
squad at Headingley but left
outof the final XI.

"I'm chuffed as hell really.
I've been playing pretty well
this season so hope I can play
well this week," Trott told BBC
Radio 5 Live's Sportsweek
programme on Sunday.

"I'm pretty much going to
try and stay as relaxed as possi-
ble. I'd like to think that under
pressure | perform -- we'll see
this week," added Trott, whose
only previous experience of
senior international cricket
saw him score 11 runs in two
back-to-back Twenty20s
against the West Indies at The
Ovalin 2007.

Trott, who played for South
Africa Under-19s but qualified
for England on the basis of
parentage, has been in fine
form this season.

The 28-year-old reinforced
his case for a Test call earlier
this week with 121 for
Warwickshire, whose director
of cricket Ashley Giles is also an
England selector, against
Nottinghamshire at Trent
Bridge.

SQUAD

Andrew Strauss (captain),
Alastair Cook, lan Bell,
Jonathan Trott, Paul
Collingwood, Matthew Prior,
Andrew Flintoff, Stuart Broad,
Graeme Swann,
Anderson, Stephen Harmison,
Graham Onions, Monty
Panesar, Ryan Sidebottom.

Rahmatganj
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side before the Federation Cup
got underway from September
10.

"Keeping the time in mind, |
will make the schedule and |
think I will be able to prepare
the team before the start of the
tournament,” said Faruque.

Rahmatganj MFS general
secretary Tipu Sultan
requested the football govern-
ing body to reconsider its
decision on relegating three
teams.

The signed up players are:
Arifus Jaman Himel,
Mohammad Nehal, Jahangir
Patoary, Asif Hossain Rimon,
SM Razib, Kabir Hossain, Jakir
Hossain, Rasel Alam, Sahed
Azam Khan Saghor,
Mohammad Mamun, Naimur
Rahman Shahed, Sabbir
Hossain Pritom, Chowmrin
Rakhain, Pashban Mollah,
Mohammad Montu, A Hamid
Sheikh Bhasani and Sohel
Rana.

Chamakh
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day, a4-0 hammering of beaten
2004 Champions League final-
ists Monaco making sure they
go top thanks to a superior goal
difference over Bordeaux.

"We can't say we really
expected that,” said Nancy
coach Pablo Correa.

"We're showing some inter-
esting things out on the park
and it's good to see the players
are nothappywith justawin."

Lens enjoyed a 2-0 win at
home to Auxerre while Lorient
grabbed a deserved share of the
spoils when Laurent Koscielny
scored an injury-time equaliser
to draw 2-2 with Montpellier.

James |

PHOTO: AFP
Serbian Jelena Jankovic stretches to make a forehand return against Russian Elena Dementieva (not in picture) during the semifinal of

the Western & Southern Financial Group Women's Open in Cincinnati on Saturday.

Safina-Jankovic final

@Tennis 'y

AFP, Cincinnati

World number one Dinara Safina cruised into
the final of the two million-dollar WTA
Cincinnati Open on Saturday as Jelena Jankovic
clawed her way into the title match.

Safina needed just 56 minutes to posta6-2, 6-
0 victory over ltaly's Flavia Pennetta. She
improved to 7-0 lifetime against Pennetta, who
was coming off a third-round victory over Venus
Williams here as well as a title in Los Angeles last
weekend.

In the final, Russia's Safina will take on fifth-
seeded Serbian Jankovic, who emerged from a
scrappy match with a 7-6, 0-6, 7-6 victory over
fourth-seeded Russian Elena Dementieva.

Jankovic squandered three match points in
the third set as Dementieva forced the tie-
breaker.

She fell behind 6-2 before winning the final
six points, finally sealing the victory after Zhr
46muin.

She and Dementieva combined for 13 breaks
of serve and 25 double-faults.

"I don't believe | won this match,"
said.

There were no such worries for Safina, who
reached her eighth final in 14 tournaments this
year,

"Every match I feel better," said Safina, the
French Open and Australian runner-up who

Jankovic

eliminated former world number one Kim
Clijsters in the quarterfinals to end the Belgian's
firstcomebacktournament.

"Today, stepping on the court, I was feeling
very good and confident. | was feeling very good
steppingin.”

Pennetta admitted her run of success, which
saw her playing her 11th match in 13 days, had
takenatoll.

She had blisters on her feet and played with
herachingrightankle taped.

"She was playing much better than me,”
Pennetta said. "I was a little bit tired, of course,
but I didn’t lose for that. She was playing unbe-
lievable.”

While Pennetta didn't want to make excuses,
Safina said she could tell her opponent was
running on empty.

"I know how it is playing that many matches
in arow," Safina said. "When somebody starts to
put pressure on you from the first, it's tough
mentallyto faceit.”

Safina won the first six points of the match,
earned an earlybreak to takea2-0lead and never
looked back.

"That was the key for myself. I wanted to put
the pressure and to dominate, and not let her get
into the match," Safinasaid.

By reaching the semifinals, Pennetta ensured
she will become the first Italian woman to break
into the top 10 when the rankings come out on
Monday. She started this week ranked 12th.

Safina, 23, will try to wrap up her 17th straight
week atnumber one with a title on Sunday.

Rhodes's thoughts on CT

Cricket
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Jonty Rhodes, the former South African player,
has said home advantage will mean little in
next month's Champions Trophy in South
Africa since teams travel a lot more and are
used to different conditions these days.

“The support of the crowd does make a
difference if things go a bit flat and they can lift
you, but South Africa won't be relying on that,”
Rhodes told the Supercricket website. "They'll
be relying on planning and getting in place all

. the processes involved in winning."

Rhodes, a fielding coach for Indian Premier
League team Mumbai Indians, said South Africa
were favourites for the trophy along with
Australia and India. "They [South Africa] are a
really well-balanced unit and they are setting
standards for the other teams to chase. But
Australia are written off far too easily, they will
obviously be strong contenders, they have a
good record in the competition and they know

how to win. India are also very good, they've
learnt how to travel and win and they have
destructive bowlers and hittersin theirline-up.”

South Africa's strength, Rhodes said, was
their consistency, which is important in a 50-
over tournament. The top eight teams have
been divided into two groups of four each and
the top two from each group will qualify for the
semifinals of the two-week long tournament.
"They've been playing great cricket, the team is
settled and everyone knows their roles, they've
got special players in batting, bowling and
fielding. Their preparation and organisation
will be excellent and they've learnt how to hit
the ground running. They've learnt how to
switch on very quickly and the management
team of Graeme Smith and Mickey Arthur have
been very good at that.

"But you can't afford to have a bad day. We
saw that in the Twenty20 World Cup, where we
played great cricket but, to take nothing away
from the opposition, someone like Shahid
Afridi produced something special.”

South Africa will open the tournament, from
September 22 to October 5, with a game against
SriLanka in Centurion.

Kambli quits
int'l cricket

CHIC'NFO, undated

Tamim outshines Charles
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achieved in 2872 prevmus
one-dayers.

He only managed three
singles in the 48th, but a mas-
sive six over long-on took him
to 191 with the final over still to
come. A drive to cover on the
first ball took him off strike,
and he wasn't back facing the
bowling until the last;
Tawanda Mupariwa was
dismissed off the second and
Prosper Utseya facing the next
three. Two runs were needed
to equal Saeed Anwar's 12-
year-old mark, and a tired
punch straight past the bowler
gave Coventry a share of the
record. His final 91 had come
off just43 deliveries.

Bangladesh would have
been facing a far smaller target
had Syed Rasel held on to a
simple catch at deep square
leg when Coventry was only
13. With Coventry on 137 in
the 44th over and the worst of
the damage still to be done,
Mahmudullah dropped a
catch at square leg. Coventry
celebrated by plundering 16
each off the next two overs, the
crowds behind midwicket
kept busy by the deliveries
hammered by Coventry.

Bangladesh had won seven
matches in a row ahead of
their reverse in the third ODI.
How they tackle this tall target
will be an indicator of how
whether they have actually
progressed over the past few
months.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboad of the fourth one-

day international between
Zimbabwe and Bangladesh at
Queens Sports Club in
Bulawayo on Sunday:
ZIMBABWE

Vermeulen ¢ Zunaed b Mahbubul 5

Masakadza c Rokibul bAshraful 21
Coventry notout 194
Taylorlbwb Enamul 9
Williams b Nayeem 4
Matsikenyerirun out 37

Chigumbura c Nyaeem b Enamul 15

Waller b Mahbubul 3
Mupariwalbwb Rasel 0
Utseya notout 7
Extras: (b-1,b-3, w-12, nb-1) 17
Total: (For8 wkisin50overs) 312

Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-87, 3-
102, 4-111, 5-218, 6-282, 7-

302,8-303.

Did notbat: Price.

Bowler OM R W
Rasel -+ I R )|
Mahbubul 8 D832
Shakib 9 0 70 0
Enamul Lol 1 (G0N g B
Mahmudullah6 0 32 0
Ashraful UL e ) |
Nayeem YRR ) B |
BANGLADESH
Tamimcsubb Price 154
Zunaed ¢ Willlams b Masakadza 38
Ashraful ¢ Coventry b Price 10
Rokibul b Price 35
Shakib c Waller bMasakadza 19
Mushfiqurlbwb Utseya 15
Mahmudullah notout 21
Nayeem notout A
Extras: (Ib-1,w-15,nb-1) 17

Total: (For6 wkisind7.5overs) 313
Did not bat: Mahbubul, Rasel,
Enamul.

Fall of wickets: 1-68, 2-94, 3-
213,4-246,5-279, 6-300.

Bowler O M

Mupariwa 85 0 55 0
Chigumbura 9 0 63 0
Utseya 0 el ) Lo
Misakadza™ 7' 052 2
Price 10 <0500 W3
Waller o PR FRA

Result: Bangladesh won by 4
wickets and Jead 5-match
series 3-1.
Men-of-the-match: Tamim
Igbal and Charles Coventry.

Rossi wins
in Brno

AFP, Brno

[taly’s Valentino Rossi on a
Yamaha won the MotoGP race
at the Czech Grand Prix meet-
ing here on Sunday to extend
his overall championship lead
and all but clinch a ninth world
title.

After a thrilling head-to-
head duel with Spanish stable-
mate Jorge Lorenzo, Rossi
profited from the latter's fall
five laps from the finish to
extend his lead to 50 points.

Lorenzo had passed Rossi
three laps earlier but his spec-
tacular tumble -- from which
he emerged unscathed --
handed Rossi a clear run
through to the finish and a
102nd career victory.

The 30-year-old Rossi,
nicknamed The Doctor, is now
closing in on Giacomo
Agostini's all-time mark of 122
race wins.,

Vinod Kambli, who last played
international cricket in 2000
and senlor domestic cricket in
2004-05, has announced his
retirement from international
cricket. He will continue to
make himself available for
domestic selection.

Kambli made the
announcement at the inaugu-
ration of his sports academy,
Khel Bharati, in the presence
of Virender Sehwag, who
inaugurated the academy, and
Ramakant Acharekar, who
coached Kambli and Sachin
Tendulkar during their youth.

Kambli, 37, has gradually
gone farther and farther from
the selectors' sights after he
was dropped in 2000. His
International career was a
classic story of promise gone
wrong. He announced himself
to the world with double-
centuries in his third and
fourth Tests, but sadly took the
fast route to destruction. He
made nine comebacks into
the ODI team, but played his
last Test in 1995, before he had
turned 24, Since being out of
the Indian and Mumbai
teams, he has tried his hand at
movies and reality shows on
the small screen.

GP BCB fall
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165 in the first innings after
the home side posted 291 after
winning the toss.

The visitors will now face
their counterparts in a three
match one-dayer series,

| beginning on August 19 in

Pretoria.

BRIEF SCORES
STANDARD BANK NATIONAL
CRICKET ACADEMY: (292 all
out in the first innings) in the
second innings 254 all out -
David Miller 77, Rilee
Rossouw 43, Omphile Ramela
42, Obus Pienaar 21, Roy
Adams 20, Farhad Hossain 4-
30, Tanvir Haider 3-47 and
Nasir Hossain 2-70

GP-BCB NATIONAL CRICKET
ACADEMY: (165 all out in the
first innings) - in the second
innings 209-9 all out - Tanvir
Haider 64, Farhad Hossain 44,
Matshikwe 4-84 and Andrew
Birch 2-25.

Another
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At the same mark came the end

of Tysse Platzer, on a high at
one point and dreaming of a
medal, as she was also disquali-
fied, and distraught went to the
barriers to look for her brother
and gotaconsoling hug.

Both Liu and Loughnane
got a warning early on the
second lap, though, the Irish
girl still had the legs to pull
away from her Chinese rival --
but there was no catching the
impressive Russian.

Dravid back
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be held from September 24 to
October5.

SQUAD

Mahendra Singh Dhoni (cap-
tain), Sachin Tendulkar,
Gautam Gambhir, Rahul
Dravid, Suresh Raina, Yuvra)
Singh, Yusuf Pathan,
Harbhajan Singh, Praveen
Kumar, Ishant Sharma, Ashish
Nehra, Rudra Pratap Singh,
Amit Mishra, Dinesh Karthik,

OTennis

A¥P, Montreal

Andy Murray made sure of claiming the world
number two ranking, but he'll have to get past
Juan Martin Del Potro to claim the ATP Montreal
Masters crown.

Third-seeded Murray beat French seventh
seed Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 6-4, 7-6 in the semifinals
and is set to rise to second in the world for the
first time in his career.

Sixth-seeded Del Potro, who won the title in
Washington over Andy Roddick last weekend,
continued his dominance over the three-time
Wimbledon runner-up as he beat the fifth-
seeded American4-6,6-2,7-5.

Del Potro fired 19 aces in a semifinal victory
lasting just over two hours.

“I'm so happy to be in another final,” said the
Argentine. "It's a great sensation. Andy and | are
both very strong on serve. | just played better
than him in the important moments.”

Del Potro owns former number one Roddick
after winning all three of their meetings. He trails
Murray, 3-1, earning his lone victory in their last
meeting at the Madrid Masters in May,

Del Potro trailed 5-4 in the third, saved a
match pointand then broke Roddick en route to
taking the match.

"I think I'm going to remember that game at
5-all,” Roddick said. "I just played a terrible
game.

“It's the firsttime I've played aloose game like
that in a long time. It's unfortunate that | had to
enditthatway.

“leel like my game is pretty good, my serve is
certainly better than last week, and it has proba-
bly gotten better by the match. It's just a matter
of kind of getting your arm back in shape after a
litde bitofabreak.”

Scotland's Murray will replace Rafael Nadal
in the slot behind Roger Federer when the new
rankings are released on Monday.

@he Daily Star

It's Murray v Del Potro

“It's great, in terms of rankings it's the bigges:
step that ['ve made so far,” said the 22-year-old,
who is bidding for a fifth title of the season.

"I played consistently well this year, so bar
winning a Slam, I've done enough to justify
being number two and getting closer to hope-
fully one day becoming number one -- it's one of
my goals,

“I've put in a lot of hard work 1o get to this
stage, and | keep working hard to go one step
farther.”

Murray’'s trip to the final insured his promo-
tion after Nadal -- back after a break of more than
two months nursing tendinits in his knees -- lost
in the quarterfinals on Friday to Del Potro.

The change makes Murray the first player
other than Nadal or Federer to rank number two
since July 18, 2005, when Australia's Lleyton
Hewitt stood second behind Federer.

“This is very special for me,” said Murray.
"Roger and Rafa have been one and two for the
past five years. | played well and I'll try to justify
this new ranking, but it will be very difficult.

"For five years it s been Rafa and Rogeron one
and two, they are | think the two best maybe of all
time. So it's pretty special 10 get in between
them."

Murray reinforced his status as the highest-
ranked British player since the rankings began in
1973 as he won his 49th match of the season.

“It's always tough against him, because he
dominates or he dictates what happens in the
match because of the way that he plays,” Murray
said 0f 2008 Australian Open finalist Tsonga,

"I just had to stay solid and make enough
balls for him to make a few mistakes and me to
come up witha fewbigreturns.”

Murray recovered from an early break to win
the opening set. In the second-set tiebreaker he
trailed 4-Z, and saved two Tsonga set-points
before claiming the victory on his second match

point.

"Andy’s a very good player and it's tough to
go to the net every time against him,” said
Tsonga. "But that's fine, I'm okay with that.”

in Test
K¥ NN Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Sri Lanka are likely to go in with
a new opening combination for
the first Test against New
Zealand beginning on Tuesday
in Galle. Having sat out the
limited-overs leg of the recently
concluded home series against
Pakistan due to injuries,
Tillakarate Dilshan is likely to
feature atthe top of the orderon
his return.

Dilshan, 32, had fractured
his right index finger and
underwent several stitches
above his left eye on the second
day of the third Test against

Pakistan at the SSC. But follow-
ing his 68 off 60 balls while
opening for Sri Lanka Cricket
Development XI against the
New Zealanders in the tour
game in Colombo, he is likely to
replace Malinda Warnapura as
Tharanga Paranavitana's open-
Ing partner.

"The selectors told me to
have a knock here [in the tour
match] as opener and | got a
great opportunity to bat in the
middle facing the new ball,"
said Dilshan. "It was good
practice for me | am now ready
for theTest match.

"The coach and [Kumar]
Sangakkara discussed with me
and they wanted me to come up
the order as an opener to bal-

Freddie set for finale
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absence of Kevin Pietersen,
their star batsman, and like
Trott, born in South Africa,
after he was ruled out of the
series following the second
Testwithan Achilles injury.
All-rounder Flintoff, the
hero of England'’s triumphant

| 2005 Ashes campaign, was

controversially left out at
Headingley after the selectors
feared his longstanding knee
injury meant he would not get
through the match.

During the game his fellow
Lancashire pace bowler James
Anderson suffered a ham-
string injury but Miller said he
anticipated both players to be
available for selection.

Flintoff, the bowling star of
England's second Test win at

the drawn third Test at
Edgbaston, has been desper-
ate to play a full part through-
out the campaign after
announcing on the eve of the
Lord's match this would be the
final Test series of his injury-
plagued career.

England's selectors now
face a tricky problem, with
their side needing to take 20
wicketstowin at The Oval.

Assuming they recall
Flintoff and retain Harmison,
their quickest bowlers, some-
one else will have to make way
and that will also be the case if
they play a second spinner in
Panesar.

Australia need only a draw
at The Oval to retain the Ashes
they won 5-0 on home soil in

Dilshan may open

ance the side. I said if you want
me toopen Iwilldoit It's a new
position for me in Test cricket.
[t's not easy like in the one-
dayers, but I will try to deliver
100 per cent. I am ready to
accept the challenge.”

/

v

It will be the first tmewg

Dilshan will be opening the
innings during his 55-match
Test career, during which he
has scored 3,166 runs at 41.11.
The pressure will also be eased
off as he would no longer be
required to don the
wicketkeeping gloves (as he did
in the Test series against
Pakistan) with Prasanna
Jayawardene having recovered
from a finger injury.

Dilshan has continually
strengthened his reputation as
a limited-overs specialist,
which has fetched him many
accolades, the most recent
being named man-of-the-
tournament at the World
Twenty20 in England.
However, he was keen to repeat
the success in the longest
format as well.

"l am not worried that I am
playing in a Test but play in my
own positive way and try to
score runs off every ball,”
Dilshan said. "Iam notgoingto
change my gameplan because
itis a Test. I will try to play to my
strengths.

"I've been in good form id%™

the last one-and-a-half years
and [ will try to continue that
form. If the ball is in the right
area to hit I will go for the shot
straightaway. [ am not thinking
whether it's one-day or Test
cricket and whether it's the

Abhishek Nayar. Lord's and their top-scorer in  2006-07. firstover, itdoesn 't matter.”
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