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MONTREAL MASTERS

Federer, Nadal in qtrs
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Nadal showed some signs of nerves with a
AFP, Montreal

double-fault on his first match point, but fired
home awinner on his second try. 2

‘F'm very happy because 1 am in the
quarterfinals. It's more than I expected when |
came here," said Nadal, who caught a break
when David Ferrer retired injured in the first set |
of their match on Wednesday. “So with one |
match and a half I have right now, | expect to be |
ready for tomorrow.

“The movement was a little bit better,” he
added. "I need more matches 10 get the
rhythm.”

Nadal will face Argentinian sixth seed Juan
Martin Del Potro, who rallied to beat Victor
Hanescuof Romania3-6,6-3 6-4.

Third seed Andy Murray stayed in touch
with his dream of seizing the world number two
ranking from Nadal, stopping Juan Carlos
Ferrero6-1,6-3.

Murray needs to reach the semifinals. and
also hope that defending champion Nadal does
not progress into the final four.

Murray has now won all three of his matches
with former number one Ferrero, beating the
29-year-old Spaniard on grass this summer at
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Roger Federer captured his 21st consecutive
match win Thursday as he booked a
quarterfinal berth at the Montreal Masters and
stayed on course for a finals showdown with
Rafael Nadal.

Top-seeded Federer avenged a spring loss to
fellow Swiss Stanislas Wawrinka with a 6-3, 7-6
(//5)victory.

Second seed Nadal, playing this week for the
first time since May 31 after resting his injured
knees, gave his fragile confidence a huge boost
with a 6-3, 6-2 defeat of German Philipp
Petzschner.

I'he two led an historic parade of the top
‘eight seeds into the into the quarters of the
three million-dollar tournament -- the firsi
time since the rankings began in 1973 that the
top eight players in the world have all reached
the quarters at the same ATP event.

"It's not just the top eight seeds, it's the top
eight players in the world,” Federer said. "It's a
special occasion. It shows that the top guys are
really consistent at the big events, It's nice it
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Former world No. 1 Kim Clijsters of Belgium returns a shot against Svetlana Kuznetsova of Russia (not in picture) during their match at the Western & Southern Financial

Hewitt's wife
moves court

AFP, Sydney

I'he actress wife of Australian
tennis star Lleyton Hewill
took a gossip magazine (o
court on Friday hoping to
uncover the source of a
"grubby” story which implied
she was having an affair.

New Idea magazine has
twice published apologies
over the April article, tited
"Bec's Other Man", which
pictured Bec Hewitt with what
they described as a "hunky
American fitness trainer”
named Minder Mark.

'he man in the picture was
in fact her brother-in-law
Shaun Hewitt, who frequently
accompanies the family on
the tennis circuit.

Hewitt's lawyer Andrew
Harris told the South
Australian Supreme Court it
was a "particularly grubby”
asticle and the fermer: soap
star.was determined: to«dis-
cover its source so she could
nail "theliaras well asthelie”.

. "There is no Minder Mark,
his persona is a fabrication,”
Harris said, according to the
national AAP newswire.

[he magazine's publisher,
Pacific Magazines, argued it
could not be forced to reveal
where the information came
from because "newspaper
rules" applied, meaning Its
journalists had an obligation
to protect their sources.
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Kim Clijsters kept her comeback rolling, but
America's Williams sisters fell by the wayside at
the two million-dollar WTA tournament here on
Thursday.

Former world number one Clijsters, playing
her first tournament in two years, booked a
quarterfinal berthwith a6-4, 4-6, 6-2 victory over
sixth-seeded French Open champion Svetlana
Kuznetsova.

The Belgian earned a shot at world number
one-ranked Russian Dinara Safina, who
defeated China's Peng Shuai 6-3, 6-4.

"I feel really good after this match,” Clijsters
said. "It's not that | feel tired or drained or any-
thing, just a few little aches and pains from get-
ting backinto playing matches.”

But as Clijsters' dream return to the courts
continued, the day proved a nightmare for both
Serena andVenusWilliams.

Second-seeded Serena, the reigning US
Open, Australian Open and Wimbledon cham-
pion, was stunned by 29th-ranked Austrian
Sybille Bammer 7-5, 6-4.

Red-hot Italian Flavia Penetta, fresh from
victory in Los Angeles on Sunday, toppled third-
seededVenusWilliams 7-6 (7/2), 6-4.

Clijsters rolls on

Williams sisters tumble

Bammer broke the error-prone Serena three
times en route to the victory.

"I never played worse in my life,” Serena said.
"Itwasreallyabad match.”

"I just tried to come into the rallies and make
her play, and this worked," Bammer said.

Serena took the court after Venus was beaten,
and was hoping to get at least one Williams into
the quarters.

"We don't lose too much in the same day, so
usually I'm so pumped,” Serena said. "And | was
pumped today. I justcouldn'tgetit together.”

Nothing was coming together for Venus,
whose 38 unforced errors included untimely
forehands long in the first-set tiebreaker and a
forehand over the baseline on match point.

Pennetta will play Slovakian Daniela
Hantuchova, who advanced witha 7-6 (8/6), 0-6,
7-6 (7/5) victory over seventh-seeded Vera
Zvonareva of Russia.

Fourth-seeded Russian Elena Dementieva,
who nabbed Olympic gold in Beijing last year,
beat Romanian Sorana Cirstea 6-4, 6-4 to set-up
a quarterfinal with rising Danish star Caroline
Wozniacki.

Wozniacki the eighth seed, advanced as
Hungary's Melinda Czink retired injured while
trailing 3-0in the opening set.

Bammer will play fifth-seeded Serbian Jana
Jankovic, who beat Victoria Azarenka of Belarus
7-5,7-6(7/4).

Winning streak ends
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was an encouraging period of

4-202,5-292,6-319,7-322.

Pomersbach
banned

AFP, Sydney

Australian cricket authorities
on Friday banned Twenty20
star Luke Pomersbach from
playing until at least January
after he pleaded guilty to
multiple charges including
assaulting a police officer.
The attacking middle-
order batsman, who plays for
Kings XI Punjab in the Indian
Premier League, apologised in
court for a drunken rampage
that led to him being arrested
by police in Perth on Sunday.
Pomersbach, 24, was fined
3,500 dollars (3,000 US) by the
court, lost his driver's licence
for six months and was
ordered to pay more than
20,000 dollars (17,000 US) for
the damages he caused.
Pomersbach pleaded guilty
to a total of six charges that
also included pushing a
policeman into a window at
his Perth home, breaking the
glass and causing minor inju-
ries, as he resisted arrest over a
hit-and-runroad incident.
Following the court ruling,
the Western Australian Cricket
Association (WACA) imposed
further penalties on
Pomersbach.
The WACA said he would be
banned from representing
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activities and family are not
matters of public interest,
Blackburn said.

Glynn Hewitt, Lleyton's
father, said his daughter-in-
law hadn't deserved such
publicity, and denied the
couple put themselves for-
ward for public scrutiny.

T'he court will publish its
decision at a later date.

All eyes

order's approach snuffed
those hopes. Tamim Igbal
poked the first ball loosely to
first slip, Naeem Islam lost his
leg stump toawild slog against
Chigumbura and Mohammad
Ashraful, for the umpteenth
time, skied to third man. The
pressure mounted on the in-
form Shakib but it proved too
much. Immediately after
swinging Chigumbura for six,
Shakib tried the aerial route

on, after which he took out
Mahmudullah. Rokibul flayed
the bat after crossing his sixth
ODI fifty and Mahbubul
picked up three successive
sixes in a maiden half-century,
but they were only delaying
theinevitable.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the third one-
day international between
Zimbabwe and Bangladesh at
the Queen's Sports Club on

TamimcVermeulenbMupariwa 0
Nayeem b Chigumbura 4
Ashraful c Masakadza b Mupariwa 9
Rokibul b Masakadza 78
Shakib ¢ Sibanda b Chigumbura 17
Mushfiqur c Coventry b Price 33
Mahmudullah c Masakadzab Price 14
Mehrabc VermeulenbUtseya 25
Mahbubul ¢ Vermeulen b Muparwa 59
Enamul b Price 3
Rasel not out 1
Extras: (b-2,1b-2, w-7) 11
Total; (All outin 44 2 overs) 254
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Galle, Pakistan then suffered a

dramatic collapse, losing eight
wickets to crash to a 50-run
defeat.

In the second Test they
found themselves in a com-
manding position of 285-1
only to throw away nine wick-
ets for a paltry 35 runs, hand-
ing Sri Lanka a seven-wicket
victory.

Miandad is regarded as one

finally happened.”

Wawrinka, who played alongside Federer to
win the Beljing Olympic doubles gold medal,
had beaten his celebrated compatriot in the
third round at Monte Carlo in April.

Wawrinka made Federer work for this one,
saving four match points in the tiebreaker
before missing a low volley at the net to exit
after one and three-quarters hours,

Federer will next play Frenchman and Swiss
resident Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, the seventh seed
who beatcompatriot Gilles Simon 6-3, 6-3.

"It was a tense match, you can never tell
until it's over,” said Federer, who has won his
last three tournaments dating to May in
Madrid. "Stan was serving really well. We

played ata high level.”

After claiming the first set with a forehand to
the corner, Federer had trouble closing out the
victory a set later. A 5-1 lead in the tiebreaker
almost went for nought as Wawrinka fought

backatthe end.

"It was a very equal match,” Federer said.
“Stan had chances and played very well. But 1
served well when | needed to. I'm pleased to go

through.”

Federer beat Tsonga in their only meeting at

Queen's and Wimbledon. Victory took 77 min-
utes as the Scot never faced a break point.

"I played better and better as the match
went on. If you can get a good start in all your
matches it's going to make a big difference to
whetheryouwinor lose.”

Murray will play eighth-seeded Russian
Nikolay Davydenko, a 7-6 (7/2), 7-5 winner over
Chile's Fernando Gonzalez

Serbia's Novak Djokovic, seeded fourth,
reached the last eight with a 6-3, 6-4 victory
over Russian Mikhail Youzhny.

Djokovic won this event two years ago in
Montreal, while Nadal won last year in Toronto
as the event alternates between the cities.

Andy Roddick, seeded fifth, came good after

Fernando Verdasco saved two match points,

with the American three-time Wimbledon
finalist defeating the tenth-seeded Spaniard 7-
6(7/2),4-6,7-6(7/53).

"He was just crushing any ball, I was just

trying to kind of fight him off for as long as |

enough.”

could,” said Roddick. "That ended up being

Roddick will next meet Djokovic after win-

ning their last two meetings, including

January's Australian Open quarterfinals.
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Graeme Smith poses with the Champions Trophy in Johannesburg on Thursday. The tournament, compris-
ing eight of the top cricketing nations, will be staged from September 23 to October 5 of this year.

CT final at Centurion
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two years ago.

In the field, pole-vault
queenYelenalsinbayeva will be
seeking to overcome a minor
blip of finishing second in the
recent London Grand Prix to
continue herdomination.

l'he Russian, who has won
two Olympic and two world
crowns, was adamant that
she would use the loss to
Poland's Anna Rogowska to
her advantage.

“I'm happy I lost because |
feel more motivated and will
concentrate more on Berlin
now," the 27-year-old said.

"I am still very confident. |
know | can build a big gap
ahead of the field like before.”

Ethiopian middle-distance
duo Kenenisa Bekele and
Tirunesh Dibaba will be out to
build on their Olympic form in
both the 5000m and 10,000m,
when they won an unprece-
dented double gold to boost
their country up to 18th in the
overall medals table.

Dibaba will likely be up
against compatriot Meseret
Defar, the Athens Olympic
champion who timed her run
to perfection to win her first
5000m title in Osaka.

Masakadza's gentle medium
pace, going over the top for six
and four in successive overs. It

Total: (For 7 wkts in 50 overs) 323
Did notbat: Price, Mupariwa.
Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-17, 3-60,

runs.
Man-of-the-match: Elton
Chigumbura.

"1 will then bnef the media
about the causes of
defeats.”

Change dawns in England
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adjust to the hustle and bustle

of the English game swiftly
enough to impact a title chal-
lenge, Glen Johnson also pro-
vides a successful outlet on the
righthand side and with Steven
Gerrard avoiding charges of
affray and Fernando Torres
looking to establish his creden-
tials the Reds still have plenty of
noteworthy players.

Which brings us to London,
and Arsenal in particular. The
Gunners have made it a habitof
selling off their best players.
This season was no different as
trouble-maker striker
Emanuelle Adebayor headed
for Manchester Dhabi (oops)
and took the last of the
[nvincibles, Kolo Toure with
him. While Thomas Vermuelen
has been drafted in as backup,
Wenger has steered clear of the

markets save for a few dips for
Mourane Chamakh, which
might prove futile. Otherwise
all the Frenchman has served
to do is strengthen a direct rival
and please Mark Hughes.

It has been a summer of
mixed feelings for Hughes.
Sparky has tried his best to
accumulate squad full of the
world's best talent. But while
the likes of Kaka have decided
to ignore their pursuits, he has
still managed to rope in pros-
pect like the aforementioned
two from Arsenal. Add Carlos
Tevez and Gareth Barry to the
mix and you have a quality
laden squad with Robinho and
Steven Ireland already in their
books. What remains to be seen
is whether Sparky can effec-
tively mould a new team into a
unit. Others more qualified
than him have failed and just

because they have spent
heavily doesn't mean that City
will prove the straw that breaks
the Big Four's back. Arsenal will
be wary, but City still have a lot
of convincing to do.

And that brings us to
Chelsea. The London club are
the only ones in the top four
who have not gotten weaker.
New coach Carlo Ancelotti has
been drafted in with the aim of
landing Roman Abramovic
that much coveted European
Cup. The Italian's record in the
Serie A is quite shabby. Just one
triumph with Milan in his eight
seasons but in Europe they
have been infallible. He has
bought over the new diamond
formation and has drafted in
both Yuri Zhirkov and Daniel
Sturridge to add depth and
variety. If he can keep all the
egos in check and get them

playing anywhere near their
potential, the pensioners look
a decent bet for some silver-
ware.

Which leaves us with the
best of the rest. Aston Villa have
lost Barry, but the arrival of
Stewart Downing will give
them a regular left sided threat
alongside Ashley Young. They
are a pacey, quick side and
Martin o Neill has made them
into a strong unit. Harry
Redknapp is another of the old
guard and if anyone, he can
convert the flagging fortunes of
Tottenham.

The rest however, inclusive
of the three promoted sides
Burnley, Birmingham and
Wolves could just be there to
make up the numbers. Death
and taxes may be eventual.
But some things, even the tax
rates can'tchange.

| the

the | Champions Trophy (CT).

SuperSport Park, Centurion
final of the ICC

In the midst of a row
between CSA and the Gauteng
Cricket Board (GCB), CSA also
gave Centurion all of South
Africa's matches in the Sept
23-Oct 5 tournament, along
with the final.

[he dispute has been
settled and the GCB's ground,
Johannesburg's famous
Wanderers, has since been
reinstated as one of the host
venues of England’s tour to
South Africa later this year.

But the Champions
Trophy fixtures remain
unchanged, it was confirmed
at the launch of the tourna-
mentin Johannesburg.

"I don't know about hav-
ing any regrets,” Nyoka said.
"I've said before that the
Wanderers is a special place,
but we're fortunate in this
country to have more than
one venue capable of hosting
this type of event,

"After the Indian Premier
League we had so many peo-
ple who told us whatawonder-

tournament has been
reduced to only eight teams
in a "short, sharp, presu-
gious" competition consist-
ingofonly 15 matches.

Other innovations for the

‘sixth edition of the tourna-

ment include an increase of
prize money to four million
dollars, which is four times
the amount awarded at the
2006 edition, of which half
will go to the winners.

The victors will also
receive white Champions
jackets similar to the green
jackets awarded to winners of
the Masters golf tournament.

The players who win Man
of the Match awards will also
receive something new --
watches worth 8,500 dollars.

The 2009 Champions
Trophy, which was originally
scheduled to be held in
Pakistan in 2008 before it was
moved for security reasons,
will start on September 23
with the opening match
between Pakistan and the
WestIndies at the Wanderers.

The semifinals will be
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But Trott and Bell put on 188
for the third wicket -- a new
club record against Notting-
hamshire -- to push ahead of
the hosts and press their
England claims.

Trott was the more aggres-
sive of the pair and hit 20 fours
from 177 balls before he was Ibw
to Ryan Sidebottom for 121, his
fourth hundred of the season,
while Bell hit 10 boundaries as
Warwickshire finished on 298
forthree, 129 ahead.

West Indies
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tour, the former West Indies
vice-captain and off-spin
bowler, Lance Gibbs, has been
appointed the team manager.

"Omar Khan, the incum-
bent manager, has been tem-
porarily assigned to the prepa-
ration and management of the
West Indies Under-19 team for
the 1CC's Youth World Cup in
New Zealandin2010."

As an opening batsman,
Dyson played in 30 Tests in the
late 1970s and early 1980s,
scoring two centuries an
averaging 26.64.




