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The Greatest Speech of the
 Greatest Bangalee
" AAMS Arefin Siddique

he speech that our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman delivered
38 years ago was an amazing cvent in the context of theoretical application of
communication science, An incredible manifestation of modern communication concepts

could be observed in this historic speeeh by the greatest Bangalee of all times - Bangabandhy. PRIME MINISTER
Bangabandhu completed this timeless speech in 19 minutes by uttering berween 58 and 60 | ©©VERNMENT OFTHE FEOFLES 2
words per minute. In broadcasting theory, 60 words per minute is considered to be an ideal. REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

There were no annoying repetitions in the speech of 1,107 words. There were no unnecessary

articulations - only the gist or core ponts. However, repetition al one or two places had

reinforced the inner meaning of the speech, Mm
The opening lines of a speech are considered to be very important. It is therefore said: There is

nothing like a good beginning for a speech’. The communication theorists say, the audience The 15th August, a grief-stricken day for the Bangalee nation, is our National

orientation and recent happenings should be highlighted in the opening words, This reference to | Mourning Day. On this day in 1975, the greatest Bangalee of all time, Father of the

the audience found marvellous expression in this epoch-making speech by Bangabandhu. Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, along with his family members, was

, A : e (Ria B ssassinated in one of the most barbaric carnages in the human history. Even the
Bangabandhu had started his address like this: "My dear brothers, | have come before you L5 : £ ~
today with a heavy heart. All of yoo know and understand how bard we have tied. But it is 8 expectant mother and the underage children were not spared from the brutality of the

matter of sorrow that the streets of Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna, Rangpur and Rajshahi have today killers.

el ik o et T e Bt s | S S R b e o o

wan! to live, the people of Bangla want their rights.” It was a highly effective introduction to the brother Shei :

specch, which Jid the foundation for the main addess and provided indications o the audience ROy erﬁhﬂmﬁfmnﬁﬁﬁmm s

regarding what was to follow. Arif and Abdul Nayeem Khan Rintu were also killed on the fateful night. On the day
If the contents of the speech is analysed, it is seen that it was basically a message about the | of National Mourning, I pray to the Almighty Allah for the salvation of the souls of

emergence of a new state on the global map and a notification cum narrative on the winding up |  the martyrs of the 15th August.

of the eastern region of the then Pakistani state as a natural progression. The people of this temitory snatched the glowing sun of the Independence breaking
The 7th March speech was the main mantra and theory for an independent Bangladesh. This | the shackles of subjugation of thousands of years under the dynamic, courageous and

address was like @ war-cry during the nine months of the liberation war. Whether children or | charismatic leadership of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

juvenile, young or old, everybody became excited after listening to this speech. This speech - Rahman. We got our own nation-state and the pride of self-identity.

articulated in Bangabandhu's own voice - not only united the 7 and a half crore Bangalees - it But Bangabandhu was killed when he had devoted himself to the arducos task of

aught them the mantra of joining the liberation war. This address was a de-facto declaration of b'uildilng a Golden Bangla reconstructing the war-ravaged mdcpcndm'_ odent country and
Bangladesh's independence. unifying the whole nation. The defeated forces of the Liberation War made an

abortive effort to ruin the tradition, culture and advancement of the Bangalee nation.
Their target was to destroy the non-communal democratic formation of Bangladesh.
The anti-liberation forces linked to the carnage initiated the politics of assasinabon,

Today is the 15th August, the mourning day of Bangalee nation. On this day of 1975,
the greatest Bangalee of all times and father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman embraced martyrdom. On his 34th death anniversary, | pay my
deepest homage o the unfading memory of this great leader of the nation.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the architect of sovereign Bangladesh, 1s the
undisputed leader of Bangalee nation who made immense contnbutions in achieving
country's independence throughout his life. He led the nation in every movement
including 52's Language Movement, 58's movement against Martial Law, 66's Six-
Point Movement, 69's Mass Upsurge and 70's General Election towards attamning
democracy and establishing our rights. During the Pakistani regime, he was sent {0 jail
for several tmes and had to face inhuman sufferings for the cause of self-
independence of our people. His political farsightedness, indomutable courage,
exquisite eloquence and able leadership inspired the people to take part in country’s
war of liberation. Responding to his clarion call, the declaration of independence on
26 March 1971, the countrymen participated in the War of Liberation and eamned the
long-cherished independence through nine-month long armed struggle. The name of
Bangabandhu, therefore, is imprinted in letters of gold in the history of Bangladesh
forever, I firmly believe, the contributions and life and works of Bangabandhu would
surely inspire not only Bangalees but also all down-trodden and freedom-seeker
people around the world.

August 15 is marked as a black-chapter and stigma in the history of Bangalee nation.
On this day the father of the nation and his family members were brutally assassinated
by a group of misguided armed personnel and conspirators. The loss of the nation due
(o this barbaric assassination is, indeed, irreparable. The whole nation is profoundly
shocked and stunmed with grief for this heinous incident.

The father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman dreamt a dream to
transform our country into a Golden Bangla. But it is ef (0 be achieved."Hls datghter
and the Prime Minister of Bangladesh H.E. Sheikh Hasina has declared "Vision 2021'
to materialise the dream of Bangabandhu and to build an IT-based prosperous
Bangladesh by 2021. I urge all countrymen, living in home and abroad, to work
unitedly with a view to fulfilling this "Vision' for the sake of the nation.

| pray for the salvation of the departed souls of father of the nation and his family
members on this mourning day. Lo

Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh Live Forever. KKC‘-"L\‘V_ .

Md. Zillur Rahman

The 'speech idioms' appropriate for mass communication were correctly applied in this speech.
It was a dialogue between the people of Bangladesh and their undisputed leader on the eve of
Bangladesh's birth. This fluent and extempore speech delivered in a lucid language and style was . | : oy oie
the principal document of our liberty. Bangabandhu quite adeptly adopted a conversational style | 5" jfgnmﬁ?" Martial Law has been provmigated susprading (he comiiios

¥ T . . . . e | g the government elected by the people. Military ruler Zia
while delivering this speech in order to altract the audience. He raised questions at different | o op)iched stratocracy and destroyed democracy, The rial of the case for
stages,, Spesifically, be: posed five quesgons, "What wrong have we done? Whas dig we get® | - Baggabandhiu’s Killing, was blogked by ﬁi&ﬁlg‘aﬁﬁliﬁwﬁ“ and the GRS DL
What RT-C? With whom shall we sit? Shall'we it with those who Had taken the blood of my | the Father of the Nation were rewarded. = e
Bunncclmg with }he audience. Log}cal use of the present lew:' refreshed the speech. lives of hundreds of martyrs. Awami League got the opportunity to run the country

angabandhu had also intermingled the past and future tenses quite beautifully in his speech for | through people’s verdict. _
the sake of a conversational style. The Awami League government achieved tremendous success in building a welfare

Sentences naturally became shorter in those parts of the address where Bangabandhu gave society, imbued with the spirit of Liberation War, through signing the Ganges Water
orders, directives or wamings. The prescriptions of the communication theoreticians 0n making Sharing Treaty, Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Treaty, self-sufficiency in food, poverty
the declarative sentences shorter found reflection in Bangabandhu's speech. Some examples may | alleviation, unprecedented success in mass edocation and empowerment of women.
be cited from the specch. For example, “the employees will fetch their salaries on the 28th. Tum | People got back their lost confidence and trust.
all your homes into fortresses. 1 say to the government employees: what I say has to be obeyed. The nation was unfortunate that BNP-Jamaat alliance, with assuming the state
As long as this country does not become free, no revenues-taxes will be paid. Nobody will pay.” power through rigged elections in 2001, undid the achievements and established
| An essential characteristic of a statesmanlike and authoritative speech is not only to familiarise | kleptocracy. The wheel of development had been twotally stopped. The 2001-06
Bﬂngubﬂnd hU Ol'ld Bﬂ“glﬂdESh the audience with future initiatives and work-plan, but also to motivate and inspire them to period was a black chapter of the country’s history 1o ruin the spirit of Liberation

participate actively, Bangabandhu's words were inspirational: “I call upon you to tum every War, democracy and democratic institutions. The main objective of the then
home into fortresses, confront the enemy with whatever you have and close all roads for life even | EOYernment Was ‘o anmhllau:b the oppositioa political forces, especially Awami
if 1 am not around to give orders.” The seven and a half crore people of Bangladesh had accepted League, and establish one-party rule in the country. As part of the design, 2 heinous

- - _ S 5 was made to kill me with a grenade attack on my rally on the 21st of August
. 7k the : rtant directives. A humanitarian outlook was a key feaure of | 2'5TP .
he inhabitants of Bangladesh had dreamt of a free land for long. Many individuals Ba:: ﬂhr:[f;:;%nm ITeTT:[; ;h:dﬂaﬂrﬁ: h ;;; I umant : t edmt]hzf h?:lilwlahu d cemdtid ] O 2004. By the grace of the Almighty Allah, I was saved but 24 leaders and workers

had sought to malerialise this dream in the past. Many had spoken about (hat land | po¢ giminish even while issuing stem wamings. While standing on the crossroads of Life and af Awarni Leaguc, including Ivy Rahumau, sere kifled in e sitack. |

during the fist fory years of the last century, That plan as onoe again Grawn | Geh of a i, be cantioned, "We will sarve them of food, we il deprive them of waiez= | Even then. the Bangalecs remained snciumes, 0 pe .
during the parntion of India. But this was immediately followed by words of reassurance: “You are my brothers - you stay in :rit;?lﬁ:f:‘nmm “:nt %“m working hca:: to build Digital Ba::l]aii.iss;h *,
Moulana Bhashani had spoken about an independent temitory for the Bangalees duning the | the barracks, nobody will tell you anything. But do pot attempt to shoot at my heart.” This :

. . materialise the charter of change. We are marching forward (o establish a modem
decade of 1960s. But none could give complete shape to that dream. That dream was finally | coexistence of hard and soft attributes could always be observed in the big heart of Banglad::h free from hunger and poverty by 20218. which is the golden jubilee of

Muntasir Mamun

realized on 16 December 1971 under the leadership of a pure Bangalee- | Bangabandhu. [ndependence. Steps have been taken to uphold the spirit of the liberation war
Sheikh Mojibur Rahman. It was he who could erect for the Bangalees the geographic | The speech was an informative one, because it incorporated appropriate facts. The andience through holding trial of the war criminals. Measures have also been taken to
boandaries of & free state. Bangabandhu, Father of the Nation, or Sheikh were tremendously inspired because of the sharpness of its logic. In Bangabandhu's | implement the verdict of the Bangabandbu killing case and accelerate the tnal of the
Mujibur Rahman - in whatever name we may call him - his iconic figure L words: "The arms which were purchased with my money for protecting the country killers of four national leaders. We must win o the struggle to estabhsh an

looms large whenever we talk about Bangladesh. That is why, his from attacks by external enemies are now being used against the poor, sad and economically solvent democrafic and non-communal Bangladesh which will be
name has become ingrained in our history and because of that we ; suffering people of my country. Bullets are being fired on their chests. We are the totally frec from hunger, If!llﬂf&‘)’ and poverty. 2
repeatedly reminisce about him. b i majority in Pakistan, whenever we Bangalees tried to go to posver, they pounced ch:]c hglrliﬁ could have kxl!odf Egabandhuh;ut té:. could not kﬂ!‘;lis d:umm:;:
- : 3 : ' . . Y This ki ' ‘ - ] ‘ 14 crore le of this country have been nurturing in ther
S formation and proofs could be obtained about the long- upon us.” This kind of powerful argument in such simple words was 2 natural | ideals : peop un
drai{jnwctgnf;nmcii Eg;' lipm?wj.'i[l;;us, of 1975 for :ciz?ng powe% attribute of Bangahandhu’s address. Mention is made today about the expansion {  ideals of sacrifice of Bangabandhu. This is our source of strength.
M= daky e sl natetiiaie g example. Evidence of the or repetition of the introductory words in the middle of an speech in order to Let us join together under the canopy of truth and justice, and against falsehood
RS TE mr:ntfliw 011 ihi ';wi 1 ';fillain B e i increase its effectivencss. This aspect has also found amazing CXpression in and injustice. Lct us mnrcl? forward with bold steps in the struggle to bmlc'l a+Goly‘&:n
cuu!g be observed even before iheprl]ibaﬁjnn war. The fmnﬂinery Bangabandhu's speech. Towards the middle of the address, he said, °I told Bua,:glzlby tum;]nﬁhthe grief of the eternal loss of the Father of the Nation inio
: \ ' : : : ' ngth. Insha victory s ours.
leaders of Awami League had visited Bangabandhu at his him, Mr. Yahya Khan, you are the President of Pakistan, come to Dhaka and streng ry Joi Bangla, Joi B !

Dhanmondi residence on 25 March 1971 and asked him fok htkw our pocs, Dot BABAL peopl ha Ve HoWn Y YK May Bangladesh Live Forever

| bullets, how the 1
to remain cautious. Only Khandakar Mostague was not . PR N e } of our mnlhii W
seen there. After independence, he lobbied with Dr. i 1 B e 1hve s ﬂs";:ikh Hasi
Wazed Miah to become Foreign Minister with . - - b cmptied, how my
seniority, Later, in 1974, Dr. Wazed Miah saw people have been

after going to Khandakar Mostaque's residence
that one Major Rashid was going out of the house

st In Remembrance of Bangabandhu

bR
l‘_

after secret talks with hum. yourself  and T Al o By ¢ P
There has been much debate about the message \,E then judge.” | m d 'he Nmion
of Sheikh Mujib broadcast by Mr. Hannan from Bangabandhu LA anat Knot

fulln“,cd bl L AR e T S v T . .

properly the oday, August 15 is the day of mourning, the day to mark the thirty fourth anniversary of
rules of ‘put the martyrdom of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. On this
day, some armed soldiers alienated from the Bangladesh armed forces and
hired by enemy countries and who were hated anti-liberation elements of
this country attacked Bangabandhu's house at 32 Dhanmondi and brutally
killed the architect and founder of Bangladesh, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rshman, Those devils also killed Bangabandhu's soos, Sheikh
Kamal, the eldest son, a brave freedom fighter and a key figure in the spons

and cultural arena, Lt. Sheikh Jamal, who was commissioned in the amy
and Sheikh Russel, a boy of ten. 'y

Terribly frightened by such awful killings, child Russel was in hidingind
room to save his life. The killers, however, tricked him to come out of the
room when they falsely assured to take him to his mother. Soon after the
killers burst into laughter as they brush-fired little Russel. Those devils

Chittagong on 26 March 1971. Dr. Wazed Miah had
written: "Bangabandhu's message was in a taped
form. After transmitting that message from Dhaka's
Baldah garden, that brave member of EPR had sought fresh orders by
contacting Bangabandhu's residence over telephone. Bangabandhu then directed
the EPR member via Mr. Golam Morshed to leave that place instantly after
throwing the transmitter into the pond of Baldah garden.”

R AP [ shafl pot go into the debate on whether this information was comrect or not | “
et - understand as an ordinary student of history that the country called Bangladesh
© wasfounded at the very start of March 1971 and that had happened at the directive of
* Sheikh Mujibur Rshman. Professor Borhanuddin Khan Jshangir highlighted this in a
~ very clear and logical manner in his essay titled 'Accountability of the State’. He wrote: ‘ '
“The 35 directives issued by Sheikh Mujib had laid the ground for all-out non-cooperation nllnbules ﬁ“_“
with the Pakistani state through resistance and rejection of s authority and complete | While  Making eSS
cooperation of the Bangalee masses with their administration through establishment of a TR G0N ;‘;
pro-people authority. ——— The Bangalee people had nurtured the thought of becoming the :]nua‘:;:lm::.mmen:s k%
inhabitants of a separate, different and independent state in their bosom, head and heart even g *

before the commencement of the war.” :2::“ ﬁTsllug uptr;, v ;o s,

From the 1960s, Bangabandhu had two objectives. One of those was unambiguous, while example, “Mr. Bhutto
another was unclear or something akin to a dream. The clear objective was (o build up the | <4id, he would not go;"
Awami League, spread the organization throughout the country and establish a civil society | or, “Yahya Khan fook
by going to power on Awami League platform. There were infightings within the Awami | over the government. He
League, which was natural for a big party. But Sheikh Mujib’s organizational capacity was | said, he would give
unique. He had the two qualities of tolerance and flexibility, which were needed for making | constitution, democracy 10
the party bigger. I have even seen old people in remote rural areas, whose only possession | the country, we accepted.”
was a tea-stall, who never got anything from the party, but had never left it &fter coming o | The main job of a public

the fold of Awami League at the behest of Sheikh Mujib. There are many more self- *
(Contd. on next page) (Comid on next page)

i

brutally killed Bangabandhu's daughters-in-law, only brother Shekh =
Nasser, Bangabandhu's sister's husband Agriculture Minister Abdur Rod
Serniabat and daughter Baby Serniabat, Bangabandhu’s uephew and
upcoming politician Sheikh Fazlul Haque Moni, Begum Arju Mosi,
Colonel Jamil Security in-charge of Bangabandho, Police officer ooty

and many more. As luck would have it, Bangabandhu's two daughiess,

Sheikh Hasina and Sheikh Rehana escaped the conspiratorial and monst
killing as they were abroad at that time. But the conspiracy to kill
daughters of Bangabandhu and their heirs very much exists even toda
was on August 15, 1975, S
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This hellish killing of Bangabandhu's family and of his close el
enacted 00 August 15, 1975 dumbfounded the conscientions peapic @
(Conid. on nexl P
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