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Two photographers approach one of the two houses left standing in the devastated village of Hsiaolin
in Kaohsiung County, southern Taiwan yesterday. Rescuers in Taiwan battled to reach over 15,000
people still trapped in mountain villages nearly one week after a powerful typhoon triggered the

island's worst floods in half a century.

Typhoon claims 500 lives
in Taiwan: President

AP, Taipei

Floods and mudslides unleashed by Typhoon
Morakot last weekend have killed about 500
people on the island, Taiwan's president said
yesterday as he called on rescue crews to step
up theiretforts

Morakot left 7,000 people homeless and
caused agricultural and property damage in
excess of 50 billion New Taiwan dollars ($1.5
billion), President Ma Ying-jeou said at a
national security conference, the first called
since he took office 15 months ago.

He called it the most severe damage to the

"While the rescue operation is still going on,
we have started rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion work, which is just as imminent but might
be even more difficult and cumbersome,” Ma
said.

Morakot dumped more than 80 inches (2
meters) of rain on the island last weekend and
stranded thousands in villages in the moun-
tainous south. A total of 15,400 villagers have
been ferried to safety, and rescuers are working
to save another 1,900 people still stuck.

Ma said the death toll includes 120 con-
firmed deaths, and about 380 people believed
to be buried in the debris of a landslide in Shiao

Afghan govt

AFP, Kandahar

The Afghan government said yesterday that a
series of peace deals had been reached with
Taliban commanders in a bid to ensure peo-
ple can vote safely in next week's presidential
polls,

Ahmad Wali Karzat, the younger brother of
President Hamid Karzal, told AFP he had asked
community leaders in the troubled south to
persuade grassroots Taliban leaders not to target
next Thursday'svote,

‘I asked (community) elders to talk to the
Taliban and they have done, and have assured me
that the local Taliban have agreed not to cause
trouble,” said Karzal, who runs his brother's
election campaign in the south.

“There are some agreements already reached
between elders and local Taliban, but not with
those Taliban who are partofal-Qaeda.

“There are some small local Taliban groups
who have agreed not to create any problem on
electionday. The elders have convinced them that
this is against the interests of the people and of
Pashtuns,” hesaid.

deals with Taliban

INTERNATIONAL

strikes polls

Ihe Pashtuns are Afghanistan's largest ethnic
group, to which both Karzai and mainstream
Taliban belong,.

Asked how the deal would work, Karzal refused
1o give details but said of the insurgents: "Maybe
theywillturnablind eye.”

President Karzai is tipped to win a second term
in office, but analysts say he needs 1o shore up his

ethnic Pashtun powerbase in the southern prov-
inces, where the worst of escalating Taliban vio-
lence has been concentrated.

laliban threats to prevent people from reach-
ing polling stations have raised concerns that
voter turnout could be low, thus compromising
thelegitimacy of the results.

As polling day looms, election officials say
fears of violence could prevent hundreds of poll-
Ing stations across the country from opening,
cutting the planned number of voting destina-
tionsbyupto 12 percent.

Ahmad Wali Karzal said the violence could not
prevent his Western-backed brother from win-
ning as most of his votes were expected 1o come

from urban areas where the Taliban has limited
influence.

The Zﬁa‘ﬁg ﬁiar

US senator in Myanmar
for talks with leaders

AP, Yangon
US Senator Jim Webb, the first
member of Congress to visit
Myanmar in more than a
decade, arrived in the military-
ruled country’s remote capital
Friday to meet junta leaders,
officlals said.

'he visit follows Tuesday's
conviction of democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyl along with an
American citizen, and the
beginning of another 18-month
house arrest stint for the Nobel
Peace Prize winner.

I'he conviction has drawn
sharp criticism from world
leaders and human rights
Zroups.

The Virginia Democrat flew
in a US military aircraft straight
from Laos to the administrative
capital of Naypyitaw, said
Myanmar officials who
demanded anonyrmity because

they were not authorized to
speak to the press,

Bilateral relations have been
strained since the military took
power in 1988 after brutally
crushing pro-democracy pro '
tests, killing as many as 3,000
people. Washington is
Myanmar's strongest critic and
applies political and economic
sanctions against the junta for
s poor human rights record
and failure 10 hand over power
1o a democratically elected
povernment.

Suu Kyl had been under her
latest period of house arrest
since 2003, but was taken to
Yangon's Insein Prison in May
to be tried after American
citizen John Yettaw secretly
swam 1o her house and spent
two days there. Both Yettaw
and Suu Kyi were found guilty
of violating the terms of her
detention.

AFP, Sanaa

Iwo soldiers and 16 rebels were
killed in new clashes in Yemen's
northern mountains yesterday
as a government offensive
entered its fourth day, a security
ollicial said

I'he official said fighting
had now shifted away from
Saada town towards the prov-

Hassan

when
crushed.”

Two soldiers, 1—6 febels |
killed in Yemen clashes

troops in a bid to dislodge the
rebels, the official added.

I'he new fighting came a day
after Saada provincial Governor
Mohammed
vowed that the state of emer-
gency imposed early on
luesday would be “lifted only
the rebels have been

In comments carried by the

Manaa

ince's southern border with
neighbouring Omran, just
70km north of the capital
Sanaa.

The military has deployed

website of the defence minis-
try's September 26 newspaper,
Manaa accused the rebels of
kidnapping 15 Red Crescent
staff from a camp for people

island in 50 years

Lin, the hardest-hitvillage

warplanes as well as ground

UN rights experts warn
[ran over torture

AFP, Geneva

Iran's Revolutionary Court
must reject confessions of
political opponents extracted
under torture or harsh interro-
gation, three UN human rights
experts warned Iran on
Thursday.

In a joint statement, the
experts said they were contin-
uing to receive reports of
deaths in custody and of
torture of opponents arrested
during the wave of protests in
lran.

"No judicial system can
consider as valid a confession
obtained as a result of harsh
Interrogations or under tor-
ture,” said the UN Special
Rapporteur on lorture,
Manfred Nowak.

"These confessions for
alleged crimes such as threats
against national security and
treason must not, under any
circumstances, be admitted as

evidence by the Revolutionary
Court,"” added El Hadji Malick
Sow, vice-chair of the UN
Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention.

Both experts, together with
Margaret Sekaggya, special
rapporteur on human rights
defenders, expressed alarm at
"consistent allegations of
severe practices of torture to
obtain confessions.”

Those allegedly targetted
included opposition figures,

lawyers, journalists and | _
. on all Indonesians to remain

human rights activists.

[he UN human rights
office said reports of people
dying in custody continue (0
be received, and their families
were given "false or contradic-
tory” information on the
cause of deaths.

Many detainees were held
without being charged and
denied family visits, legal
assistance or medical treat-
ment, the statementadded.

Indonesian

leader defiant
' despite plot

to kill him

r\l?l’, }ulurm

President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono sent a message ol
defiance yesterday to Islamist
extremists, saying Indonesia
would notbe defeated by terror-
s after police- uncovered a
plotto assassinate him.

In an address to the nation
ahead of Independence Day on
Monday, the ex-general called

vigilant against extremists
blamed for a series of attacks
including last month's hotel
blasts in Jakarta.

Police hunting Islamist
fanatic Noordin Mohammed
Top, who allegedly ordered the
July 17 suicide attacks on the JW
Marriott and Ritz-Carlton
hotels, said this week they had
killed three men involved in the
assassination plot.

displaced by the fighting.

PHOTO: AFP
A 34-floor apartment building is demolished in Zhongshan, southern China's Guangdong province

on Thursday. The 104-metre (341 feet) high building, which has remained unused since 1995 due to
problems on firé control facilities, is the tallest construction to be demolished in Asia.

Thursday.

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton (L) speaks with President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf on at the Presidential Palace in Monrovia on

Lead poisoning
sickens 600
kids in China

AP, Beijing

The number of children sick-
ened from lead poisoning has
risen to more than 600 in a
northern Chinese province
where authorities shut asmelter
earlier this week thought to
have caused the contamina-
tion,state mediareported.

More than 80 percent of the
731 children living in the two
villages near the Dongling Lead
and Zinc Smelting Co. in
Shaanxi province have tested
positive for lead poisoning,
nearly double the number
reported earlier this week, the
official Xinhua News Agency
reported late Thursday.

Families who lived near the

PHOTO-AFP | iny July and blamed the smelting

factory for contaminating
nearby soil, air and the area's
water supply, the reportsaid.

factory began bringing in sick
children to hospitals and clinics

AFP, London

Lockerbie bomber Abdelbaset
Ali Mohmet al-Megrahi is
abandoning his appeal
against conviction, his lawyers
said Friday, following reports
he is set to be freed on com-
passionate grounds.

Libyan agent, jailed for 27

Lawyers for the former

[Lockerbie bomber
drops appeal

years over the 1988 atrocity,
made the application two days
ago to the High Court in
Edinburgh, said legal firm
Taylor & Kelly. It still has to be
approved by the court.

Libya has also applied for
him to be transferred home to

serve his sentence, ‘c_l%_.
ping the appeal cpuld pavethe
way for this to take place.
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