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Handout photo from Taiwan Military Agency shows military troop searching for survivors in Hsuahchia, Tainan county, southern Talwan
yesterday, following heavy flooding caused by Typhoon Morakot.

INTERNATIONAL

| Typhoons bring death,
havoc to East Asia

Death toll rises to 70

AFP, Chishan

Typhoons pummelling East
Asia have killed at least 70
people, with rescuers in
Talwan battling to find survi-
vors of a mudslide that may
have buried about 100 villag-
ers, officials said yesterday.

A total of 50 people were
confirmed dead in Taiwan and
58 were listed as missing, not
counting the mudslide vic-
tims, after Typhoon Morakot
unleashed the island's worst
flooding in half a century over
the weekend.

At least 20 were killed as
landslides and flooding left a
trail of destruction in China
and Japan, where officials
feared more damage after a
powerful earthquake loos-
ened rain-soaked ground
southwest of Tokyo.

A helicopter carrying three
rescue personnel involved in
typhoon relief efforts crashed
in heavy fog In southern
Taiwan, an official said, with-

out giving details of casualties.

The Talwanese govern-
ment's National Fire Agency
said "about 100 people may
have been buried alive” in the
remote village of Hslaolin,
which could only be reached
by helicopter with all road
access to the mountainous
areasevered.

Rescuers sald they had
airlifted roughly 500 people to
safety in southern Taiwan,
including about 70 from
Hsiaolin,

One Hsiaolin survivor,
Wong Ruei-chi, said he had
lost 10 relatives in the
mudslide.

“I've lived in the village for
46 years and | had seen strong
winds and rain, but I've never
seen anything as terrible as
this,” he told the Apple Daily
newspaper.

Morakot lashed Taiwan
with three metres (118 inches)
of rain over the weekend,
submerging entire streets and
bringing down bridges, said

the fire agency.

Rescue missions were in
full swing with authorities
rushing out supplies by heli-
copter to cut-off areas in the
centre and south of the island.

In Pingtung county in
southern Taiwan, thousands
of people remained trapped in
three coastal townships with-
out electricity or drinking
water.

The Apple Daily said one
man in a flooded Pinglung
town had single-handedly
rescued about 100 people with
a bamboo raft over the pasl
two days.

In eastern China, a assive
landslide triggered by torren-
tial rain from Typhoon
Morakot toppled seven older
houses in one town, killing
two people and injuring four,
firefighters and residents said.

The four-storey buildings
collapsed around 10:00 pm
Monday night in the town of
Pengxi in the coastal province
ofZhejiang.

New faces elected in
Fatah council vote

AP, Bethlehem

The Palestinian Fatah movement elected agroup of
younger leaders to its top council on Tuesday,
bolstering its credentials as the West's best hope for
Mideast peace, according to preliminary voting
results.

Fatah's first conference in two decades, while
plagued by the movement's characteristic wran-
gling and intrigue, appeared to rejuvenate the pre-
eminent Palestinian organisation at a cntical
moment, weeks before President Barack Obama is
to unveil a comprehensive plan to achieve Israeli-
Palestinian peace.

Unofficial results indicated that Fatah's youn-
ger generation won a majority of seats on the
Central Committee, said polling officials, who
declined to be named ahead of the official
announcement.

The results indicated that pragmatic leaders
who never left the Palestinian territories and who

often spentyearsinisraelijails, workedwith Israelis
and speak Hebrew won out over exiléd hdrd-liners -

"This election is setting a new future for the
movement, a new democratic era,” said
Mohammed Dahlan, 47, a former Gaza security
chief who was one of the winners, according to the
early results.

Also elected were Marwan Barghouti, a 50-year-
old firebrand militant leader now jailed by Israel
and seen as a likely future president, and Jibril
Rajoub, 56, a former aide to the late Yasser Arafat
who led several crackdowns against Hamas.

Rajoub said the outcome represented a break
from the movement's previous leaders, many of
themare in their70s.

"This is a coup against a leadership that had
monopolised the movement for a long time with-
out even presenting a report about its work,” he
said.

Salim Zanoun, 78, a Jordan-based Fatah
founder who exemplifies the older generation
backed by Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas,
won a seat on the committee. But Ahmed Qureia, a
member of Fatah's foundinggeéneratiortand one of
the group's’ most “prominent negofiators, was

Strong quake hits

central Japan
One killed, over 100 injured

AFP, Yaizu

A strong earthquake rocked
central Japan yesterday,
killing one and injuring
more than 100 people, trig-
gering a landslide and shut-
ting down a nuclear power
plant and bullet trains,
officials said.

The magnitude 6.4 tremor
shook buildings, threw objects
from shelves and jolted people
from their sleep in and around
Tokyo, the world's largest
urban area, at 5:07 am (2007
GMT Monday).

The quake hit in Suruga
Bay on the Pacific Ocean
caast; about 170" Klemetres
(105 miles) southwest of

metres, according to the US
Geological Survey.

One person was killed and
several dozen injured when
the 6.5-magnitude quake hit
Tokyo and nearby areas
shortly after dawn Tuesday,
halting trains and forcing two
nuclear reactors to shut down
for safety checks.

Police said one 43-year-old
woman was killed by falling
debris and at least 100 people
were injured. Japan's public
broadcaster, NHK, reported
that more than 80 people
suffered minorinjuries.

Seven more people were
injured in Tokyo and in
Kanagaw#a and_Ajchi prefec-
tures, said the National Police
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- A'picture shows 4 collapsed section of the TomeisExpressway in
Makinohara, some 200krh west of Tokyo, after a $trongearthquake

ifg the killings,

Jackson's time
machine
found

P11, London

The oxygen chamber which
was reportedly used by the
King of Pop Michael
Jackson in his hope to
remain young has been
found in a warehouse in
California.

The pop star had bought
the 60,000 pounds worth
Sechrist 25008 hyperbaric
oxygen chamber from a
hospital in his hope to halt
the ravages of time and live
upto 150 years.

The machine was used
by Brotman Memorial
Hospital in Culver City,
California, to treat burns
victims. The pop star first
came to know about it
when he was treated there
in 1984 for burns he suf-
fered while shooting a Pepsi
advertisement.

Jackson''s subsequent
900,000 pound donation
allowed the unit to buy the
device, Mirror reported.

Nazi war
criminal jailed
for life

BBC ONLINE

A former German infantry
commander has been jailed
for life for his role in the killing
of 14 civilians in an Italian
village duringWorld War L.

A Munich state court found
90-year-old Josef
Scheungraber guilty of order-

ha rd

one of the last Nazi crimes

from places like Lebanon and Synia. pushed out. Tokyo, at a depth of 27 kilo- Agency. rocked Japan yesterday. | trials in Germany.
'Incalculable’ suffering|,
without climate deal i S

A boy holds a candle as Israeli and foreign peace activists join
Palestinians in a candlelight vigil in the east Jerusalem neighbour-
hood of Sheikh Jarrah on Monday to protest against the eviction of

two Palestinian families from their homes.

AFP, Incheon

UN chief Ban Ki-moon
warned yesterday of "incalcu-
lable” human suffering if the
world fails to reach a deal at
crucial climate change talks
this December.

The United Nations 1is
orchestrating the talks in the
Danish capital in hopes of
securing an agreement (o
slash greenhouse gas emis-

PHOTO: AFP

'Winds of war blow after
Colombia-US accord'

AFP, Quito

sions blamed for global warm-
ing.

"As we move toward
Copenhagen in December, we
must seal a climate change
deal that secures our common
future," Ban told an environ-
mental forum in Incheon city

Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez charged Monday at a
regional summit here that the "winds of war” were blowing
across Latin America as he slammed Colombia's decision to

allow US use of its military bases.

Chavez, saying he was fulfilling a "moral duty" to warn his fellow
leaders at the summit of the Union of South American Nations
(UNASUR) that the "winds of war were beginning to blow,”
slammed the military accords between Bogota and Washington.

west of Seoul.

The UN secretary general,
who began a visit to his home-
land Sunday, warned of catas-
trophes if the world fails to
work outadeal.

Ban said unchecked cli-
mate change would intensify
drought, floods and other

Warns UN chief

natural disasters and bring
water shortages and malnutri-
tion -- aggravating tensions
and social unrest and even
sparkingviolence.

"The human suffering will
beincalculable,” Ban said.

He said he was confident
the world could avert catastro-
phe but time was running out.
"We have the power to change
course butwe mustdoitnow.”

Ban said industrialised
countries should lead the way
by committing to mid-term
targets of cutting greenhouse
gas emissions 25 to 40 percent
below 1990 levels.

He urged developed coun-
tries to provide "sufficient,
measurable and verifiable”
technical and financial
support to developing
nations to achieve the com-
mon goal.

Ban also urged developing
countries to take "measur-
able, reportable and verifi-
able" actions to reduce emis-
sions.
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JEK's sister
Shriver dies

AP, Hyannis

President John E Kennedy's
sister Eunice Kennedy Shriver,
who carried on the family's
public service tradition by
founding the Special
Olympics and championing
the rights of the mentally
disabled, died Tuesday morn-
ing, her family said in a state-
ment. She was 88.

Shriver had suffered a series
of strokes in recent years and
died at 2 am. at Cape Cod
Hospital in Hyannis. The hos-
pital is near the Kennedy family
compound, where her sole
surviving brother, Sen. Edward
Kennedy, has been battling a
brain tumour.

As celebrity, social worker
and activist, Shriver was cred-
ited with transforming
America's view of the mentally
disabled from institutional-
ised patients to friends, neigh-
bours and athletes. Her efforts
were inspired in part by the
struggles of her mentally
disabled sister, Rosemary.

Peter Collier, author of
"The Kennedys, an American
Drama," called Eunice Shriver
the "moral force" of the
Kennedy family.
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