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Army pullout

FROM PAGE 1

Khagrachhari. The camp was
est:g:ilshed in 1988 to ensure

in 23 areas.

secﬁﬂal?nlchhari army zone's
Acting Commander Maj
Mamunur Rashid said all

b structures of the temporary
camp were knocked down
while the army personnel and
movable stuffs of the camp
were taken to the zone head-
quarters.

He said the land used for
the camp was given back to
the original owners--Shanti
Bikash Chakma, Naya Ram
Chakma, Premo Ranjan and
Jyoti Lal Chakma.

The landowners have been
given Tk 2,000 each a month
asrentofthe land.

However, the owners are
not allowed to construct
anything on the land as the
army will use it until 2011 as
peran agreement, he added.

Mahalchhari upazila
Chairman Sona Ratan
Chakma said an equal pro-
portion of Bangalee settlers
and indigenous people live in

the 5 acres of land.
Upazila Nirbahi Officer

Saiful Arif and the officer-in-
charge of Manikchhari Police
Station were present during
the withdrawal activities.

Around 10 other tempo-
rary camps under
Khagrachhari brigade of the
army will be withdrawn in
phases, said sources.

Our correspondent from
Rangamati reports: Apart
from the Hamid Tila army
camp at Ghagra, four other
temporary security camps are
in the process of withdrawal.
Those are Dighalchhari and
Bengal Tila army camps in
Barkal upazila, Dewanchar
army camp at Subhalang and
Rajnagar police camp at
Longudu.

Army sources said nine
military camps set up in the
district 15-25 years ago,
including Hamid Tila, will be
withdrawn in phases.

The four other camps are
Uttanchatra army camp at
Chhotoharina, Nagar Ali Tila
and Rankatya army camps at
Longudu, and Guniapara
army camp at Naniachar.

Troops withdrawn from
the camps were sent to the
Chittagong Cantonment, said

& sources.

The process to withdraw
camps from Bandarban is yet
to start.

According to "the peace
accord, the government is
supposed to- withdraw all
military camps and security
forces from CHT excepting
the three cantonments in
Bandarban, Khagrachhari
and Rangamati district head-
quarters and those in
Alikadam and Ruma upazilas
of Bandarban and Dighinala
of Khagrachhari, police and
border security.

According to the govern-
ment, 200 security camps
have so far been withdrawn in
phases since the accord was
signed between the then
Awami League government
and Parbatya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity on
December 2, 1997 to bring an
end to two decades of insur-
gency and unrest in the hill

districts.

After signing the accord,
members of the Jana Sanghati
Samity who had been fighting
for autonomy of the CHT
surrendered arms to the then
AL government,

owever, implementation
of the accord saw little prog-
ress after the BNP-Jamaat-led
alliance government
assumed state power in 2001.
The alliance had opposed
signing of the accord.

After assuming power in
January, the AL again initi-
ated steps to implement the
CHT Peace Accord to bring
normalcy in the region and in
May made Deputy Leader of
the House Syeda Sajeda

Chowdhury the chairperson
of a national committee for

implementation of the
accord.

DMCH slaps fee
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so 200 nurses should be on

duty in a single shift. But
around 100 remain on leave
every day, cutting further the
already stretched manpower.

Besides, nurses and ward
boys do not take proper care of
the patients and ask formoney
to serve them.

Several patients and their
attendants alleged that the
new system is causing suffer-
ings to them.

The ticket price is much
higher compared to the
admission fee of Tk 11 and the
treatment fee of Tk 5.50, visi-
tors said.

Since most of the patients
coming to this state-run hos-
pital are very poor, itis difficult
for them to meet the expenses.

Ishhaq Miah, a day
labourer, told The Daily Star,
“The security guards harassed
me for ticket money when I
brought a female passer-by
wounded in a road accident in
Keraniganj to the hospital
Tuesday.”

If the rule is made manda-
tory, no one would come
forward to help people in
need, he observed.

Meanwhile, Brig Gen Bazle
Quader beat up an attendant
named Ramzan for entering
the hospital without ticket on
Tuesday night.

Ramzan, 20, was looking
for blood for his father who
was in operating theatre.

The other attendants at the
hospital protested at~the
incident.

Mitford Hospital, another
government-run medical
establishment, has a system
where ticket money is
refunded to the attendants
once their patients are ready
toleave the hospital.

The registers kept at the
emergency, outdoor, and
administrative units showed
that highest 250 1o 300 tickets
were soldonaday.

DMCH sources said every
day more than 2,000 patients
stay in the hospital for treat-
ment, and at least 4,000 peo-
plevisitthem.

The ticket system is going
to open up a new area of cor-
ruption by the hospital
employees, sources said.

Toxic drug makers
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He said, “A team led by the
drug superintendent
launched a drive in the mar-
kets in search of Rid's
paracetamol but failed to get
any.”

Meanwhile, an official
probe on July 29 found the
presence of toxic compound
in Rid's syrup but the Drug
Administration is allegedly
buying time in prosecuting
the company.

Asmanyas 25 childrendied
of renal failure in July in two
hospitals in Dhaka after taking
toxic syrup of Rid, a
Brahmanbaria drug company,
prompting the government to
seal off the company on July
22.

Drug authorities said as it
didn't have any lawyer of its
own it had slowed down the
pr. xess of filing any case
against Rid Pharmaceutical.

Director of the Drug
Administration (DA) Brig Gen

“’; Ismail Hossain Thursday said,

"By this afternoon we will be
able to come to a decision
when and how the case will be
filed.” He hoped theywould be
able to file a case within next
three days.

He, however, told The Daily
Star on August 2 that DAwould
file a case against the drug
company the following day.

“It is an urgent need to
appoint lawyers to this drug
regulatory body,” said the
director.

The authorities said that
some 45 cases have been filed
with the Drug Court over the
last two years while 221 cases
with the Magistrate Court. But
no cases have been disposed
oftill date.

Deputy Director of the
administration A A Salim
Barami told The Daily Star that

the DA is supposed to monitor
around 246 licensed
allopathic drug companies
besides hundreds of unany,
ayurvedic and homeopathic
ones.

It is also supposed to col-
lect samples from the market,
send the samples for testing
and even provide registration
to the new companies, he
added.

“We control the total drug
market that deals with medi-
cines worth about Tk 5,000
crore with only 24 people. How
canwe expect havinga perma-
nent lawyer?” questioned
Barami.

The authorities also
informed that a proposal had
been sent to the health minis-
try to recruit 750 more people
to run the administration
properly and to protect the
drug market of the country.

However, the proposal is
now awaiting approval of the
establishment ministry.

The last recruitment took
place in 1996 and every year a
total of 12 employees go on
retirement, which makes the
administration more vulnera-
ble that ultimately affects the
drug market and the consum-
ers.
Soon after submitting the
report of the investigation
committee health minister
Prof A F M Ruhal Haque told
the reporters that the govern-
ment would take legal action
against the company immedi-
ately, which is yet to come into
effect.

Currently drug-related
offences are tried under the
Drug Act 1940 and 1982 Drug
Control Ordinance that cover
issues like fake licence, adul-
teration, and spurious,
istered and low quality drugs.

War crime
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“We must conduct the trial as

the people have ﬁivcn us
mandate for that,”" Dipu Moni
said.

She said there might be
campaigns against the trial
but those must be fought by
creating public opinion at
home and abroad.

AK Khandker said the
government is going ahead
with the issue very carefully,
which might appear to be
slow.

“The campaign to build
public opinion in favour of
trying war criminals must
continue,” said AK Khandker,
also the SCF chairman.

SCF Vice Chairman Maj
Gen (retd) KM Shafiullah
alleged that the government
did not take actions against
those who spoke against the
country's constitution and
threatened the victims of war
crimes who spoke to the
mediarecently.

“It appears that we are not
mentally prepared to try the
war criminals,” he said.

Shafiullah said although
Pakistan is campaigning
against the trial, the
Bangladesh government has
not yet taken necessary steps
to create public opinion
abroad in favour of the trial.

Eminent jurist barrister
Amir-Ul Islam said various
organisations working on the
issue must unite in mobilising
people and collecting evi-
dence of war crimes.

“A high priority of the gov-
ernment now should be to
identify all 1971 mass graves,”
hesaid.

The SCF Secretary General
Lt Gen (retd) Harun Or Rashid
in his keynote paper said the
1971 war criminals who
already got established in
business and politics are
trying to mount pressure on
the government both nation-
ally and internationally to bar
it from holding the trial.

Workers' Party President
Rashed Khan Menon, SCF
Publicity Secretary Harun
Habib, Maj Gen (retd) Amin
Ahmed Chowdhury,
Bangladesh Mohila Parishad
President Ayesha Khanam,
Maj Gen (retd) Helal Morshed
Khan, Prof Mamtajuddin
Patwari and researcher AHM
Shamsul Arefin also spoke.

Tipaimukh
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flow in the Barak and other
rivers, and the possibilities of
floods and droughts will be
examined and analysed by

provided to JRC,

"1f an?;\.hing harmful for
Bangladesh is found through
the studies, there will be tal
with the Indian government to
settle the issues,” the prime
Jminister was quoted as sayin
by her Press Secretary Abu
Kalam Azad.

Razzaq, also chairman of
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Water
Resources, informed Hasina
that the Indian authorities
provided them with all
required data.

The Indian side also
assured the delegation of
providing additional informa-
tion in the future, if
Bangladesh wants. "Besides,
talks between Bangladesh and
India on the issue will con-
tinue,” Razzagadded.

Rahman said they
informed the prime minister
that they saw no structure
constructed at Tipaimukh site
as the project is still at the
initial level.

He said the Indian authori-
ties told them that no irriga-
tion project is planned sup-
plementing the dam.

Other members of the
delegation including Jatiya

lawmaker Ruhul Amin
Hawlader, AL lawmakers
Fazlul Haque and Anwarul
Haque, and independent
lawmaker Fazlul Azim were
also present at the meeting.

Businesses
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concerned showing wholesale
rate of every item at all whole-
sale outlets and wholesale and
retail prices atevery retail shop.

News agency UNB adds: On
the prices of essentials, com-
merce minister said the price of
onion should be Tk 15 a
kilo e on the wholesale
market and Tk 17 on the retail
market.

Similarly, the price of potato
should be Tk 20 a kg on the
wholesale market and Tk 22 on
the retail market, Soya bean oil
Tk 72 on the wholesale market
and Tk 76 on the retail market,
dates Tk 40 on the wholesale
market and Tk 44 on the retail
market and lentil Tk 73 on the
wholesale market and Tk 81 on
theretail market, he said.

Waming the unscrupulous
traders, who try to make exces-
sive profits during Ramadan,
he said the government would
interfere if such bad practices
take Elace during the period.

The commerce minister
said the government would
utilise the state-run Trading
Corporation of Bangladesh to
keep the essentials' prices
stable through import of some
essentials.

He said the country has
adequate stock of every essen-
tial and suggested that the
FBCCI set up a monitoring cell
at the country's apex trade

garuk said the government
would also set up a similar cell

to monitor the essentials'
prices.
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Aminul, Milon
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Earlier on July 7 this year, Judge
Tanjina Ismail of the Special
Judge Court-6 sent Aminul,
one of the influential ministers
in the four-party government,
to jail after he along with his
lawyers had appeared before
the court to seek bail.

Aminul, a key patron of
banned Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) in Rajshahi
region during 2004-2005, was
also sentenced to 31 years and
six months' rigorous imprison-
ment for aiding and abetting
militants.

On May 20 last year, the
same court sentenced Aminul
to 10 years' imprisonment on
charges of amassing illegal
wealth and concealing infor-
mation in his wealth statement
submitted to the Anti-
Corruption Commission
(ACC).

ACC Deputy Director Syed
Ahmed filed the case against
the former post and telecom-
munications minister with
Ramna Police Station on
December 12,2007,

In the case statement, the
complainant said Aminul
showed less value of two
houses he built in Dhaka and
Rajshahi while he was a minis-
ter. In his wealth statement
submitted to ACC, Aminul said
he had spent Tk 54 lakh for the
construction.

But ACC investigation
found that the expenditure was
Tk 1.08 crore, of which Tk 66
lakh was illegally earned.

Aminul surrendered before
the court after staying two and
a half years as a fugitive abroad
and applying to the govern-
ment for withdrawing all the 13
cases against him.

He purposely patronised
JMB militants abusing the
police and administration
during the tenure of BNP-led
alliance. He was eventually
handed down 31 years and six
months of imprisonment in
Rajshahiin 2007 in this regard.
MILON'S BAIL
The same HC bench granted
anticipatory bail for six months
to former state minister for
education Ehsanul Haque
Milon in a case filed for not
submitting election expendi-
ture return to the Election
Commission.

The EC office in Chandpur
earlier filed the case as Milon,

who confested thé ninth par-

liamentary election on BNP
ticket from there, did not sub-
mit his poll expenditure return

BCL men
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from the organisation.

Sohag, Baten, Muhith,
Palash, Hasan and Mobarak are
among the expelled Chhatra
League activists, Chhatra
League’'s DU unit president
Sohel Rana Tipu told The Daily
Star.

The clash between follow-
ers of Chhatra League Surya
Sen Hall unit president Sayeed
Mojumder and general secre-
tary Ziaul Haq Tuhin ensued
when Sayeed allegedly slapped
non-student Anwar Hossain,
who was staying at the dorm,
and asked him to leave the
dormitory, sources said.

DU Proctor KM Saiful Islam
Khan told The Daily Star that
the university administration
decided to suspend seven
students of the dormitory,
including Palash, Hasan,
Sumon and Sohag, based on
the primary investigation
report submitted by the dormi-
tory administration to the
proctor.

Surya Sen Hall authorities
found that the seven students
were involved in the incident,
said S Sen Hall Provost Prof
Khondaker Ashraf Hossain.

Of the injured, Masud and
Robiul of Philosophy and
Palash of Islamic History were
in a critical condition at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital with
stab wounds to their chest and
back. Rakib of Peace and
Conflict, Apu and Forkan of
Marketing, Rocky of
Philosophy, Murad of Finance,
Sohel of History and Hafiz,
Hasan and Sohag were also
injured.

Police during a raid around
2:30am vyesterday recovered
the four bullets from room-275
and a few sharp weapons from
rooms allegedly controlled by
Chhatra League leaders and
activists. Arrested Rajib was
sent to a Dhaka court in the
afternoon, officer-in-charge of
Shahbagh Police Station said.

Chhatra League sources
said Tuhin group attacked
Sayeed group around 12:45pm
Thursday as Sayeed allegedly
slapped Anwar.

Chases and counter chases
took place between the two
groups, who were armed with
various weapons, throughout
the day inside the dormitory
creahng panic among hun-
dreds of students,

They even clashed in pres-
ence ol the university proctor,
house tutors and top leaders of
Chhatra League DU unit,
sources said,

Dormitory sources said
they were fearing such a clash
after top leaders of Chhatra
League central committee
swapped SaJreed and Tuhin's
posts in the dorm unit by alleg-
edly tampering with the list of

recently declared hall commit-
tees.

to the commission by its dead-

line,

FAISAL'S BAIL

Another HC bench granted ad
interim bail for six months to
Faisal in two separate corrup-
tion cases in which he was
earlier sentenced to 17 years in
jail in absentia.

Upon two separate appeals
made by the defendant, HC
bench of Justice Syed
Muhammad Dastagir Husain
and Justice Md Rals Uddin
passed the bail orders.

Earlier on August 2, Acting
Judge AK Roy of the Special
Judge Court-10 sent Faisal to
jail after he had surrendered
before the court.

On August 20 last year,
Judge AKM Arifur Rahman of
the Special Court-10 sentenced
Faisal to eight years' imprison-
ment for amassing wealth
illegally from unknown sources
of income and two years'
imprisonment for concealing
information in his wealth
statement submitted to the
ACC.

ACC Assistant Director
Talebor Rahman filed the case
against Faisal, managing direc-
tor of Pacific Motors and chair-
man of AB Bank Ltd, and his
wife with Gulshan Police
Station on December 10 last
year foramassing wealth worth
Tk 1.66 crore and hiding infor-
mation about wealth worth Tk
1.50 crore.

The court had also ordered
confiscation of Faisal's ill-
gotten wealth worth Tk 1.66
crore.

Earlier on April 13, another
special court gave Faisal seven
years in jail for aiding and
abetting former Jamaat law-
maker Shahjahan Chowdhury
in committing crimes and
amassing wealth illegally.

The case was filed against
them with Chittagong Bandar
Police Station in July 2007 and
later shifted to Dhaka for its
trial.

Faisal returned to the coun-
try from Singapore on August 2
and appeared before the court
onawheel chair.

Hearing
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Court fixed the date of hearing

after the case was transferred
to the court on Thursday for
trial.

Arrest warrants would be
issued against the accused if
the charges are taken into
cognisance, the sources said.

On Wednesday, Deputy
Assistant Director of Anti-
Corruption Commission
(ACC) Harunur Rashid, also
the investigation officer of the
embezzlement case, submit-
ted the charge sheet to the
Dhaka Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court showing 36
prosecution witnesses.,

The other charge-sheeted
are former BNP lawmaker Kazi
Salimul Haque, Khaleda's
nephew Mominur Rahman,
Sharfuddin Ahmed, and for-
mer Principal Secretary Kamal
Uddin Siddiqui. Mominur and
Kamal Uddin have been
absconding.

Khaleda is also accused in
Gatco, Niko and Barapukuria
corruption cases while
Tarique in 15 other cases.

Of the accused, Khaleda,
Tarique, Salimul and
Sharfuddin were earlier
granted bails from the High
Courton different dates.

The higher courts had
stayed the proceedings of all
the three cases against
Khaleda and Tarique following
writ petitions.

According to the case
statement, then Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia and the
other accused embezzled over
Tk 2.10 crore by establishing
Zia Orphanage Trust that
exists onlyon paper.

The complainant alleged
thaton June 9, 1991, a grant of
$1,255,000, equivalent to
aboutTk4.45 crore at the time,
was transferred from United
Saudi Commercial Bank to
Prime Minister's Orphanage
Fund--a fund that was created
by the then premier shortly
before the transfer--as part of
theembezzlementscheme.

Only Khaleda could
administer the fund, com-
plainantadded.

Meanwhile, condemning
submission of charge sheet
against Khaleda Zia and
Tarique Rahman in Zia
Orphanage Trust case, BNP
Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain yesterday said
government is trying to
malign the image of top lead-
ership of nationalist force by
using the cases filed by an
‘unlawful government’,

"This case is part of a con-
spiracy to destroy the nation-
alist force and its future lead-
ership,” he said in a statement
that asked the authority to
withdraw all cases against
Khaleda Zia and her sons--
Tarique Rahman and Arafai
Rahman.

He said government in one
hand is withdrawing all cases
against their leaders and work-
ers terming them political
cases but on the other trying to
harass BNP leaders including
Khaleda Zia and her sons by
submitting charge sheet,

S

Shab-e-Barat
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and discussions.

Bangladesh Television,
Bangladesh Betar and private
TV channels aired special
programmes, while newspa-

ers published articles high-
iﬁ;htin;; the significance of the
night, also called Lailatul Barat.

President Zillur Rahman
and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina issued separate mes-
sages felicitating Muslims on
the occasion.

In his message, Zillur said,
"The auspicious night of Shab-
e-Barat brings a special ummr-
tunity for mankind to get bless-
ings and mercy from the
almightyAllah.”

In her message, Hasina said,
"Allah forgives those who seek
mercy from Him and grants
prayers of His creation on the
night called the night of for-
tune."

She urged all to work sin-
cerely for the welfare of man-
kind and building the country
imbued with the teachings of
the holy night.

Meanwhile, Dhaka
Metropolitan Police earlier
imposed a ban on carrying all
types of firearms, explosives
and other harmful objects, and
explosion of fireworks and
crackers in the city from
6:00pm Thursday until further
order to maintain the sanctity
of Shab-e-Barat.

Ensure
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PM's Press Secretary Abul

Kalam Azad briefed reporters
afterthe meeting.

Hasina said the right to
information act was passed in
the first session of the Jatiya
Sangsad and the information
commission has been formed
as the present government is
firmly committed to ensuring
the free flow of information.

"Passing of the right to
information act in parliament
was an epoch-making incident
in Bangladesh history,” she
said adding that the free flow of
information will greatly help
the government establish
accountability and transpar-
ency in every sphere of society
and the administration.

The PM said the govern-
ment will continue to work in
safeguarding the people's right
to information as per the con-
stitution.

Hasina told the commis-
sioners that the government
would provide every necessary
logistic support to the commis-
sion for its smooth and effec-
tivefunctioning. _;

Padma Bridge"
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Guerrero also discussed vari-
ous development projects
under the communications
ministry and said the WB
would continue its support for
Bangladesh's communica-
tions sectoy.

Roads and Railway
Division Secretary AMM Ali
Kabir, Bridges Division
Secretary M Zahid Hossain,
Bangladesh Railway Director
General M Belayet Hossain,
among others, were present.

Mumbai
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Their lawyers have indicated
that theywill appeal against the
death penalty, which is given
rarely in India and is often
delayed indefinitely or com-
muted by the president.

The court had heard the
blasts were carried out in retali-
ation for Hindu atrocities
against Muslims during riots in
western Gujarat state in 2002
and the trio claimed to be
members of the so-called
"Gujarat Muslim Revenge
Force",

Prosecutor Ujjwal Nikam
also said they were members of
the banned, Pakistan-based
Islamist group Lashkar-e-
Taiba, which was also allegedly
behind last year's militant
attacks in Mumbai that killed
166 people.

Haneel Sayyed's lawyer had
argued thathis client should be
sent to prison for life without
parole.

Fahmeeda Sayyed's counsel
also argued against the death
penalty, saying she was a poor,
uneducated woman pressured
into committing the crime by
her husband out of Muslim
duty and was taken along to
“camouflage” the group's
intentions.

Ansari's lawyer Sushan
Kunjuramaran made no sub-
missions but the convicted
bomber told the judge he did
notagree with the verdict.

Prosecutor Nikam rejected
the defence arguments, saying
the offences fell into the "rarest
of rare" category of crimes
deemed appropriate for a
judge to pass the death sen-
tence.

The meticulously planned
and executed bombings, car-
ried out by planting high-
explosive devices in the boots
of taxis, were of "extreme bru-
tality" and led to the "massacre
of innocent people”, he told
the court.

"It would be a mockery of
justice if the death penalty is
notimposed,” headded.

The trial was the biggest
anti-terrorism case in the city
since the 1993 "Black Friday"
bombings in which 257 people
were killed and at least 800
otherswere injured.
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Pak Taliban chief ._
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Pakistani Prime Minister

Benazir Bhutto, Pakistan views
him as its top internal threat
and has been preparing an
offensive against him.

For years, the US consid-
ered Mehsud a lesser threat to
its interests than some of the
other Pakistani Taliban, their
Afghan counterparts and al-
Qaeda, because most of his
attacks were focused inside
Pakistan, not against US and
Nato troops in Afghanistan.

That view appeared to
change in recent months as
Mehsud's power grew and
concerns mounted that
increasing violence in Pakistan
could destabilise the US ally
and threaten the entire region.

The Pakistani intelligence
officials said Mehsud's body
was buried in the village of
Nardusai in South Wazirnstan,
near the site of the missile
strike,

One official said he had seen
a classified intelligence report
stating Mehsud was dead and
buried, but that agents had not
seen the body since the area is
under Taliban control.

Pakistani Interior Minister
Rehman Malik told reporters in
Islamabad he could confirm
the death of Mehsud's wife but
not of the Taliban leader him-
self, although information
pointed in thatdirection.

"Yes, (a) lot ofinformation is
ouring in from that area that
e's dead, but I'm unable to

confirm unless I have solid
evidence,” he said.

Another senior Pakistani
intelligence official said phone
and other communications
intercepts he would not be
more specific had led authori-
ties to suspect Mehsud was
dead, but he also stressed there
was no definitive evidence yet.

An American
counterterrorism official said
the US government was also
looking into the reports. The
official indicated LEE United
States did not yet have physical
evidence remains that would
prove who died. But he said
there were other ways of deter-
mining who was killed in the
strike. He declined to describe
them.

Both officials spoke on
condition of anonymity
because they were not
authorised to speak on the
matter publicly.

A local tribesman, who also
spoke on condition his name
not be used, said Mehsud had
been at his father-in-law's
house being treated for kidney
pain, and had been put on a

[T detpby¥a "docrorT whermite

missile struck. The tribesman
claimed he attended the
Taliban chief's funeral.

Last year, a doctor for
Mehsud announced the mili-
tant leader had died of kidney
failure, but the reports turned
outto be false.

In Afghanistan, Defence
Ministry spokesman Gen.
Mohammad Zahir Azimi said
Mehsud's fighters would cross
the border into eastern
Afghanistan occasionally to
help out one of most ruthless
Afghan insurgent leaders Siraj

Haqqani. :

"He was an international
terrorist that affected India,
Pakistan and Afghanistan,”
Azimi said without confirming
Mehsud was dead.

In March, the State
Department authorized a
reward of up to $5 million for
Mehsud. Increasingly,
American missiles ﬁrecr by
unmanned drones have
focused on Mehsud-related
tar%ets.

akistan publicly opposes
the strikes, saying they anger
local tribes and make it harder
for the army to operate. Still,
many anaJ{sts suspect the two
countries have a secret deal
allowing them.

Malik, the interior minister,
said Pakistan's military was
determined to finish off
Pakistan's Taliban.

“Itis a targeted law enforce-
ment action against Baitullah
Mehsud's group and it will
continue till Baitullah
Mehsud's group is eliminated
forever,” he said. '

Pakistan's record o1 putting
pressure on the Taliban net-
work is spotty. It has used both
military action and truces to try
to contain Mehsud over the
years, but neither tacfic
seemed to work, despite bil-
lionsin USaid aimed at helpin
the Pakistanis tame the triba
areas.

Mehsud was not that prom-
inent a militant when the US
invaded Afghanistan in 2001
after the Sept. 11 attacks,
according to Mahmood Shah, a
former security chief for the
tribal regions. In fact, he has
struggled against such rivals as
Abdullah Mehsud, an Afghan
war veteran who had spent
timeinGuantanamo Bay. |

But a Fcbrual;r 2005 peace
deal with Mehsud appeared to
give him room to consolidate
and boost his troop strength.
Within months of that accord,
dozens of pro-government
tribal elders in the region were
gunned down on his com-
mand. ’

In December 2007, Mehsud
became the head of a new
coalition called the Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan, or Pakistan's
Taliban movement. Under his
guidance, the group killed
hundreds of Pakistanis in
suicide and other artacks,

Analysts say the reason for
Mehsud's rise in the militant
ranks is his alliances with al-
Qaeda and other violent
groups. US intelligence has
said al-Qaeda has set up its
operational headquarters in
Mehsud's South Waziristan
stronghiold™an® neighbouring
NorthWaziristan.

Mehsud has no record of
attacking targets in the West,
although he has threatened to
attackWashington.

However, he is suspected of
being behind a 10-man cell
arrested in Barcelona in January
2008 for plotting suicide attacks
in Spain. Pakistan's former
government and the CIA have
named him as the prime suspect
behind the December 2007
killing of Bhutto, the former
Pakistani prime minister. He has
denied arole.

Car bomb kills 30
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shrine city of Karbala in central
Iraqg, the official said.

The bombers struck at
around 9:00 am (0600 GMT),
the official, who requested
anonymity, told AFP.

"I was inside my house
when we heard an explosion,
and all the windows of my
house shattered,” local trader
AbuMohammed said.

"The inside of the bus was
covered in blood. The police
took the wounded to Sadr
City's hospital for treatment,”
headded.

Local resident Abbas
Jumaa, 27, said: "I saw women
and old men, I don't know why
theyattacked them.

"They are only pilgrims and
they don't carry guns. So why
would anyone attack them?”

A short time later, two near
simultaneous explosions near
the Shaab football stadium in
eastern Baghdad killed three
pilgrims as they were walking
home to Sadr City, said another
police official.

Thirteen pilgrims also were
wounded in the two blasts,
which occurred less than half a
mile apart, the official said.

All the officials spoke on
condition of anonymity
because they were not
authorised to release informa-
tion to the media.

The blasts came a day aftera
roadside bomb targeted pil-
grims on their way to Karbala,
killing one and wounding four
others. Last Friday, a string of
bombings targeted Shia wor-
shippers in the Baghdad area
during Friday prayers, killing at
least 29 people.No group has
claimed responsibility for the
attacks. Attacks on Shia civil-
ians particularly during pil-
grimages have been the hall-
mark of Sunni extremists,
includingal-Qaedain Iraq.

Hundreds of thousands of
devout Shias have been travel-
ing by foot or by vehicle to
Karbala, 80km south of

Baghdad, to celebrate the birth
of Mohammed al-Mahdi, the
12th Shia imam, who disap-

peared in the ninth century.
Devout Shias call him the
Hidden Imam and believe he
will return to restore peace and
harmony.

The ceremonies concluded
early Fnday morning.

Iraqi Vice President Adel
Abdul-Mahdi said in a state-
ment this week that one of
those alleged gunmen served
as one of his bodyguards and
eight others were soldiers in
the Iragiarmy.

Roads to and from Karbala
have been crowded with pil-
grims in vehicles or on foot this
week as Shias commemorate
the birth of the Twelfth I[mam, a
disappeared ninth century
Muslim leader revered as a
coming messiah.

Pilgrims in the holy city held
candle-lighting ceremonies
from midnight to dawn at a
mosque built on a site said to
be the last place visited by the
Mahdi before his disappear-
ance.

Streets in the city cleared
out in the early hours of the
morning with no reports of any
violence.

Violence in Iraq has
dropped off markedly in recent
months, but attacks against
security forces and civilians
remain common in Baghdad,
Mosul and the ethnically
divided northern oil city of
Kirkuk.

The number of violent
deaths in Iraq fell by a third
from the June figure of 437 to
275in July, the first month local
forces have been in charge of
security in urban areas since
the US-led invasion of 2003.

The figure in May was 155,
the lowest of any month since
the invasion. _

A string of six powerful
bombs targeting Shia worship-
pers in Baghdad last week
killed 28 people and wounded
63 in what appeared to be a bid
to reignite sectarian fighting
between Sunnis and Shias.

That sectarian war in 2006
and 2007 killed thousands
across the country.
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