Fatah members attend their party's first congress in 20 years yesterday in the West Bank city of Bethlehem. The Fatah party led by
Palestinian President Mahmud Abbas opened its first congress seeking to repair internal rifts and rebuild its standing among

Palestinians.
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Abbas admits errors at
Fatah congress
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Abbas’s power base to the West Bank. eradicate Israel but has been losing cred;.

"We also almost lost what was left of

of past errors.
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US may press for more
[ran sanctions

AFP, Washington

The United States warmed on
Monday it may seek tough
new sanctions on Iran if the
Islamic republic misses a
September deadline for agree-
ing to hold talks on its suspect
nuclear programme.

US lawmakers have been
pushing President Barack
Obama to squeeze Iran by
targeting its heavy reliance on
gasoline imports, and The
New York Times said that a
White House envoy had dis-
cussed that option with Israel
last week.

"We're not prepared tp talk
about any specific steps,”
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton said after holding a
video conference with US
diplomats around the world

who keep aclose eye on Iran.

"But I have said repeatedly
that, in the absence of some
positive response from the
Iranian government, the
international community will
consult about next steps, and
certainly next steps can
include certain sanctions,”
she said.

Because of a lack of domes-
tic refining capacity, oil-rich
Iran is dependent on gasoline
imports to meet about 40
percent of domestic con-
sumption.

For months, US lawmakers
have pushed legislation tar-
geting firms that provide such
imports, or otherwise invest in
Iran's energy sector, as a way
to get Tehran to end its defi-
ance of global pressure over its
nuclear programme.

Fatah kicked off its first congress in 20
years yesterday with Palestinian presi-
dent Mahmud Abbas urging his party to
seek "a new start” and admitting a litany

Listing where Fatah went wrong,
Abbas mentioned "the impasse in the
peace process, some of our attitudes
which the public rejects, our weak perfor
mance, our losing touch with the pulse of
the street, and our lack of discipline.”

He said these faults were to blame for
the long-dominant party's upset defeat at
the polls and its routing from the Gaza

Fatah, which is at the helm of the
Palestinian Authority, exercised undivided
power among Palestinians before it was
trounced by the rival Islamist Hamas
movementin the 2006 legislative election,

Longstanding Hamas-Fatah tensions
boiled over in June 2007 when the
Islamists seized control of Gaza after a
week of deadly street clashes, confining

bility as peace efforts have failed to pry.
duce tangible results,

In a document obtained by AFP, Farg,
expresses ils determination to regain the
initiative in peace efforts.

But it also reiterates the Palestinig,
leadership’s refusal to resume peace talk,
until Israel halts settlement building i,
occupied east Jerusalem and the West Bank

I'he document stresses that
international law, the Palestinians haye
the right to resist occupation, “incly
through armed struggle” and reaffirms
Fatah's refusal 1o recognise Israel a5 5
Jewish state.

In his opening address, Abbas str
that Fatah had worked tirelessly 1o restore
security in the West Bank "at a time when
this task appeared impossible.”

Many Palestinians blame Fatah for the
chaos and corruption that reigned inthe |
Palestinian territories before the
Palestinian Authority, set up under the |
1993 Oslo accords, set out to restore order |
over the past years. |

the Palestinian Authority, but we resisted,
held firm and took initiatives,” Abbas
said,

Abbas, who has led Fatah since the
2004 death of iconic Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat, urged the 1,900 delegates to
use the three-day congress as “a platiorm
for a new start, consolidating our struggle
to achieve our main goals: liberation and
independence.”

The congress in the West Bank city ol
Bethlehem is due to adopt a new political
programme and replace some of the top
leaders of Fatah. Itis only the sixth confer-
ence since the party was founded by
Aralat in the late 1950s.

Internal disputes which have signifi-
cantly weakened the movement, flared
up in recent weeks, with Fatah secretary
general Faruq Kaddumi publicly accusing
Abbas of plotting with Israel to get rid of
Arafat.

Over the years, Fatah has moved away
from the armed struggle and its pledge to

Clinton in N Korea seeking
release of US reporters

AP, Seoul

North Korea welcomed former
president Bill Clinton to
Pyongyang with flowers and
hearty handshakes yesterday
as he arrived in the Communist
nation on a surprise mission to
bring home two jailed
American journalists.

Clinton landed in the North
Korean capital in an
unmarked jet. After greeting
North Korea's chief nuclear
negotiator and a high-ranking
parliamentary official, he
bowed and smiled as a young
girl presented him with flow-
ers, a red scarf tied around her
neck, according to footage
aired by television news
agency APTN.

The unusually warm

exchange between officials borderinMarch.

The Daily Star | -

from communist North Korea
and the ex-leader of a wartime
foe comes amid heightened
tensions between Washington
and Pyongyang over the
regime’'s nuclear programme.
In recent months, North Korea
has abandoned a disarmament
pact, launched a long-range
rocket, conducted a nuclear
test and test-fired a barrage of
ballistic missiles in defiance of
the UN Security Council.
Clinton was making his
first trip to North Korea in
hopes of securing the release
of Laura Ling and Euna Lee,
reporters for former vice
president Al Gore's California-
based Current TV media ven-
ture who were arrested along
the North Korean-Chinese

North Korea accused them
of sneaking into the country
ilegally and engaging in "hos-
tile acts,” and the nation's top
court sentenced them in June
to 12 yearsofhard labour,

The US and North Koreado
not have diplomatic relations,
but officials were believed to
be working behind the scenes
to negotiate their release.

Clinton, whose administra-
tion had relatively good rela-
tions with Pyongyang; Gore,
his vice president; and New
Mexico Gov Bill Richardson,
who in the 1990s travelled
twice to North Korea to secure
the freedom of detained
Americans, had all been
named as possible envoys to
bringback Lee and Ling.

PHOTO AFP

Photo released by North Korea's official Korean Central News Agency shows former US president
Bill Clinton (C) receiving a bouquet from a North Korean girl upon his arrival at Pyongyang airport.
Clinton arrived in North Korea on a surprise mission to free two jailed US journalists.

US, EU hit out at Israel
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for Jerusalem evictions

AFP, Washington/ Paris

The United States and the
European Union hit out
Monday at Israel for evicting
Palestinian families from east
Jerusalem, warning that such
moves endangered the Middle
East peace process.

US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton led the inter-
national condemnation,
labelling the evictions "deeply
regrettable” and "provoca-
tive" and accusing Israel of
failing to live up to its interna-
tional obligations under
existing peace initiatives.

"I have said before that the
eviction of families and demo-
lition of homes in east
Jerusalem is not in keeping

with Israeli obligations,”
Hillary told reporters at a
Washington press conference
alongside Jordanian counter-
part Nasser Judeh.

"And I urge the govern-
ment of Israel and municipal
officials to refrain from such
provocative actions.”

Club-wielding Israeli riot
police evicted two
Palestinian families from
their homes in occupied east
Jerusalem on Sunday, after
which clashes erupted in the
upmarket Arab district of
Sheikh Jarrah.

The action followed a
decision by Israel's Supreme
Court to order the eviction of
the 53 Palestinians, including
19 minors.

Pilot dies after
Thai jet skids

off runway

AFP, Bangkok

A pilot was killed and seven
passengers injured yesterday
when a commercial jet skid-
ded off the runway as it
landed on Thailand’s resort
island of Ko Samui and hit an
old control tower, the airline
said.

Bangkok Airways, which
operated the flight and owns
Samui airport, said it had
temporarily shut the facility
following the incident at 2:15
pm.
The 70-seater ATR-72 was
flying from the southwestern
tourist town Krabi, on the
Andaman coast, to Ko Samui
in the Gulf of Thailand.

Zawahiri lashes out

at Obama

Says Israel is a crime and must be wiped out

AFP, Dubai

[raqi Shia.group to...
renounce violence

AP, Baghdad

The deal comes as the Shia-led Iraqi govermn-
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ASHUGANJ POWER STATION COMPANY LIMITED

(An enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)
Ashuganj, B.Baria-3402, Ba
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Memo No. APSCL/Pro-02/2009/1070

“Invitation of Proposal For C & F Agent Appointment ™

e — ==

date : 03/08/2009

Sealed proposal are hereby invited from the eligible C & F agent as defined in the
Proposal Document for the appointment of C & F agent as per terms and conditions are

stated in the Document.

01. | Ministry/Division Ministry of power, Energy and Minecral Resources/Power
Division
02. | Agency Ashuganj Power Station Company Ltd.(APSCL).
03. | Invitation for Appointment of C & F agent on behalf of APSCL.
04. | Source of funds APSCL'S Own Fund.
05. | Proposal publication date 03/0872009
06. | Last selling date & time of 01/09/2009 during office hour
proposal document ¥.
07. | Proposal closing 02/09/2009 at 12.00 BST
date and time
08 | Proposal opening 02/09/2009 at 12.15 BST
date and time
09. | Documents available for (1)Asstt.Chief Engineer(Generation), Bangladesh Power
selling Development Board, WAPDA Bhavan, Motijhecel C/A,
Dhaka- 1000
o (i1) Manager (Finance), APSCL, Ashuganj, B-Baria.
10. | Receiving & opening of Office of the Convener, Procurement Commitice, APSCL,

proposal

1. | Eligibility of C & F agen

L

Ashuganj, B-Baria.

Renowned C & F agent

having 10 years experience

as C & F agent as specified in the document.

12. | Price of document Non-refundable Tk.400/- (Four hundred) in the form
of Pay order/Bank draft issued from schedule Bank of
Bangladesh in favour of Ashuganj Power Station
Company Ltd, Ashuganj, B-Baria.

13. | Bid security (Lum-sum) Tk. 20,000.00 (Twenty thousand taka) in the form of
Pay order/Bank draft/ Bank Guarantee issued from
schedule Bank of Bangladesh in favour of Ashuganj
Power Station Company Ltd., Ashuganj, B-Baria,

I4. | Name of official Inviting A M M Sazzadur Rahman

Proposal P
I5. | Designation of official Convener, Procurement committee
Inviting Proposal

16. | Address of official inviting Ashuganj Power Station Co. Ltd. Ashuganj, B-Baria,

proposal Bangladesh.

17. | Contract details of ofTicial l'el : 0088 08528 74033 Fax :0088 08528 74044,

inviting proposal E-mail:procurement@apscl.com , Website : www.apscl.com
18.

The procuring entity reserves the right (o accept or reject all tenders

(A.M.M Sazzad

Procurement Commiltee
APSCL Ashuganj, B-Baria

ahman)

Convener

Osama bin Laden's right-hand man Ayman al-Zawahiri took
aim at US President Barack Obama in a new video, accusing him
of continuing to spill the blood of Muslims and saying Israel was
a "crime” that must be wiped out, according to a US monitoring
group.

He also dismissed Obama's Middle East peace push as a
"deception,” and accused Obama of seeking to create a “Pales-
tinian state that works as a branch of the Israeli intelligence,”
according to a transcript of an interview published by the SITE
Intelligence Group on Monday.

"Israel is a crime that must be eliminated,” declared the
Egyptian-born surgeon considered the brains behind al-Qaeda,
adding that Muslims have a duty to expel Israel from Palestine.

IntelCenter
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IntelCentre file photo shows Ayman Al-Zawahiri, the second-in-
command of al-Qaeda, in a video message from an undisclosed
location.
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ment moves increasingly to assert its sover-
eignty and solidify its power base ahead of
national elections scheduled for January. The
US military also has seen its influence wane as
it begins to pull back its troops with plans fora
full withdrawal by the end 0201 1.

The transformation of the remaining Shia
militant groups into political organisations
would be a significant development for Iraq as
it prepares for the end of the US military role. It
also could boost Tehran's leverage in the neigh-
bouring country, although Iran’s government
denies any links to Shia extremists in Iraqg.

[raqi politicians with links to the Asaib al-
Haq have said the group wants to participate in
next year's parliamentary vote, either by field-
ing its own ticket or backing candidates from
other Shia parties.

An extremist Shia group believed responsible
for the killing of five American soldiers in a bold
raid south of Baghdad and the kidnapping of
five British men has agreed to renounce vio-
lence, agovernment adviser said Monday.

The deal was reached during a weekend
meeting between Prime Minister Noun al-
Maliki and representatives of Asaib Ahl al-Hagq,
or League of the Righteous, a group the US
alleges is backed by Iran and refuses to adhere
to amilitia cease-fire.

The group promised to lay down its weap-
ons and join the political process, according to
government aide Sami al-Askari, who was at
the meeting. In return, al-Maliki promised to
seek the release of the detainees in US custody,
al-Askari said.
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