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Ashes Testagainst England at Edgbaston on Sunday.

Flintoff fires
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wicket for 12 runsin five overs.

Prior, who made a brisk
fifty at Lord's, revived the
innings.

Flintoft followed up by
cover-driving Ben Hilfenhaus,
who before lunch had dis-
missed England captain
Andrew Strauss and Paul
Collingwood, to the boundary.

Australia captain Ricky
Ponting, with England 201 for
five, brought all-rounder
Shane Watson into the attack
for the first time this match
after an impressive spell of two

for 38 in 14 overs from
Hiltenhaus.
Watson, recalled after

opener Phillip Hughes was
dropped, had top-scored with
62in Australia’s first innings.

However, the medium-
pacerwas driven for three fours
in seven balls by rival all-
rounder Flintofl.

Prior succumbed to fast
bowler Peter Siddle when, on
41, he miscued a pull to substi-
tute fielder Hughes at mid-on,
with England six runs shy of
Australia’s total. The wicket-
keeper faced 59 balls with six
fours.

Flintoff then levelled the
scores in style with a straight six
off Hauritz before sweeping the
bowler for his seventh four to
take England into the lead and
bring up his own fifty in just 53
balls.

Broad, a left-hand bat, kept
the runs coming from both
ends with several stylish
boundaries as England went
from 200 to 300 in just 90 balls.

England resumed on 116 for
Wo.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at tea on the
fourth day of the third Ashes
Test between England and
Australia at Edgbaston on
Sunday:

AUSTRALIA: First innings 263
(Watson 62; Anderson 5-80,
Onions4-58)
ENGLAND: First
(overnight 116-2)
StrausscManoubHilfenhaus 69

Innings

CookcManoub Siddle 0
Bopara b Hilfenhaus 23
Belllbwb Johnson 53

Collingwood ¢ Ponting b Hilfenhaus13
Pniorc sub (Hugbes) b Siddle 41
Flintoff c Clarke b Hauritz 74
Broad not out 20
Swann notout 4
Extras: (b-2,1b-4, w-6,nb-7) 19
Total: (For 7 wkts in 83 overs) 316
To bat: Anderson, Onions.

Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-60, 3-
141, 4-159, 5-168, 6-257, 7-

309.

Bowler 05 M "ReW
Hilfenhaus 25 6 83 3
Siddle 20" By JBErR 2
Hauritz 18 2157 1
Johnson 17 1 59 ]
Watson 3 0 23 0

BFF asked
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"A few days earlier, I met the
Prime Minister [Sheikh Hasina)
and she asked me to give an
extra care at the grassroots level
football as well as introduce
additional inter-school football
tournament beside the existing
tournaments,” the BFF boss
informed. "And today we
shared the idea with the sports
minister.”

The sports minister said that
theywere planning to introduce
Sheikh Russel Smriti
Tournament comprising school
kids.

City lack

FROM PAGE 20

insisting they will not sell the
England international
defender, even for 30 million
pounds.

Moyes continued: "l've
always tried to contact the
managers and show respect to
them in terms of transfers - and
no matter how much money |
might have to spend | would
alwayswantto keep thatup.

"It goes back to the manag-
ers having a drink together
after the game, to the fact
managers would still phone
each other up when they are
looking for a player. That is part
ofthe wayit should bedone.”

Lee targets
fourth Test

RENMCricket

AFP, Birmingham

Australia fast bowler Brett Lee
IS contemplating a return in
next week's fourth Test against
England after missing the first
three matches of this Ashes
serieswitharib injury.

Lee, the most experienced
quick bowler in Australia's
squad with 310 wickets from 76
Tests, has been a frustrated
spectator while England have
taken a 1-0 lead in the five-
match series,

[he 32-year-old looked
poised to complete a success-
ful return from ankle surgery
when he suffered the rib prob-
lem during a tour match before
the first Testin Cardiff.

However, he has been bowl-
ing in the nets for over a week
and is planning to hittop speed
by the end of the ongoing third
Test here at Edgbaston.

"I want to be going flat out
by day five here so I've got two
more days,” Lee told CA
(Cricket Australia) TV after
Saturday's third day was
washed out without a ball
being bowled.

‘I had a really good bowl
today, I'll go a little bit harder
tomorrow (Sunday) then hard
on the fifth day and hopetully
be back by full pace then."

Australia have vet to bowl
England out twice in this series
but their selectors have kept
faith thus far with the pace trio
of struggling left-armer
Mitchell Johnson, Ben
Hilfenhaus and Peter Siddle.

But Lee believes he can
force his way back in even
though there is no tour match
between the end of the
Edgbaston Test, scheduled to
conclude on Monday, and
Friday's firstday at Headingley.

"I've been bowling now for
over a week, purely off about
two or three steps,” Lee said.

"The second last session,
today's (Saturday's) session,
was the first time [ tried to let
the ball go at over 50 percent. |
gotup to 65-70 percent, maybe
80 percentonacouple of balls.”

Australia would, ideally, like
Lee to prove his fitness in
match conditions before
bringing him back for a Test
and the bowler himself said:
"It's just a matter now of mak-
ing sure the rib feels okay.

"It feels good so far so we'll
justsee howitgoes."
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Australia fast bowler Brett Lee (C) bowls during a practise session as he recovers from injury ahead of the fourth day's play of the third

f{andle ﬂamer

with care, .
Zahid

CRICINFO, undated

Former Pakistani fast bowler
Mohammad Zahid has urged
the Pakistan selectors, captain
and coach to handle young
pace sensation Mohammad
Aamer with care.

“I'm very impressed with
Aamer, he is a very talented
cricketer, but I worry a lot
about him," Zahid told
Pakpassion.net. "He's a very
young man, only 17 years of
age, and he's bowling at 90
mph plus. Also, physically he
doesn't look strong enough
yet to be playing so much
international cricket, espe-
cially Test cricket”

"They (the selectors) are
selecting him for all three
forms of the game, which I
think is too much for him. I'd
rather theydidn'tplayhimina
lot of Test cricket at this stage
of his career which is physi-
cally so demanding especially
forafastbowler.”

Zahid's reservations are
justified after a serious back
Injury cut short his own inter-
national career. He repre-
sented Pakistan in five Tests
and 11 ODIs, and was recog-
nised as one of Pakistan's
quickest ever bowlers.

Venus-Marion final

!f a Tennis

AFP, Stanford

Venus Williams and France's
Marion Bartoli meet Sunday for
the title at the WTA Bank of the
West Classic in a repeat of the
2007 Wimbledon final.

['hird seed Williams reached
her 65th career singles final
Saturday with a 6-0, 6-1 rout of
fourth seeded Russian Elena
Dementieva. Bartoli won a
roller-coaster match against
Samantha Stosur6-3, 1-6,6-1.

Venus hammered Bartoli in
straight sets when they played
for the All England club title two
years ago.

Dementieva, winner of 13
career titles, was unable to
make a lasting impression
during her 64-minute thrashing
at the hands of Williams, who is
afive-timeWimbledon winner.

Dementieva was playing at
Stanford for the first time as she
prepares for the US Open start-
Ing August31.

['he one-sided victory gave
Williams a 31-7 record in 2009,
with titles in Dubai and

Harmy has old scores
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not available. It will be their
decision if 1 don't play for
England again, not mine. |
would like to get some idea of
their thinking.

"Before the Oval Test |
would like to sit down with
Andrew Strauss and Andy
Flower and ask them for their
honest thoughts. If it turns out
I've got nowhere to go other
than walking away, if they say,
‘At the end of the Ashes, we're
going to go in a different direc-
tion to plan for a couple of
years'time’, then fairenough.”

Harmison said he did not
see himself in England’s one-
day plans for the future despite
being named in the 30-man
probables for the Champions
Trophy. "But if they turn round
to me and say, 'Because Fred's
gone, we're keen on you going
to South Africa to play Test
matches because of the option

you give us once Fred's not
there', then I'll make every
possible effort to go to South
Africa six weeks before.”
Harmison said he would then
consider playing for a South
African franchise before
England’s tour to the country.

‘I think they will have to
drag Fred away from Leeds by
his hair to stop him playing at
Headingley, but in the event
that he or they are unhappy
with his knee | feel the fire-
power | bring to the table gives
themasolid option.

"Andy Flower [England
coach] said tome the other day,
‘We would never draw a line
under you'. My response 1o
that was, 'l would never let you
draw a line under me'. Until |
felt it was right for them and for
me, | would never voluntarily
let him, the captain or the ECB
drawalineunder my name.”

Acapulco.

Williams, who served up
five double faults to her oppo-
nent's four, made up for the
deficit with five breaks of the
Russian, whose first-serve
percentage finished atalow 43
percent.

"l raised by level on impor-
tant points,” said Williams.
"Things really went well for me
on court today."

Dementieva now stands
42-12 on the season after
January's back-to-back titles
in Auckland and Sydney.

"She was just to good from
the baseline,” admitted
Dementieva. "I was always in
trouble out there.”

Williams's victory gave her
a ninth win in 11 meetings
against Dementieva and was
her sixth in succession over
the Russian blonde.

Bartoli started her two-
hour victory with a break of
Stosur in the pair's second
meeting in four seasons. But
Bartoli lost her way in the
second set as the French Open
semi-finalist from
Queensland Stosur stormed
back to level with a pair of
breaks.

Bartoli re-established
herself taking control of the
third set to run out the victory
despite ten aces from Stosur.

The French winner has now
reached back-to-back
Stanford finals at the venue
where she lost to Canadian
Aleksandra Wozniak a year
ago.

Phelps silences Cavic
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Coventry lowered her own
previous record of 2:05.24, set
in winning Olympic gold in
Beljing.

Russian Anastasia Zueva
was second in 2:04.94 -- also
under Coventry's previous
record -- and American
Elizabeth Beisel third in 2:06.39.

China’'s women won the
4x100m medleyrelay in aworld
record of 3:52.19. Zhao Jing,
Chen Huijia, Jiao Liuyang and
Li Zhesi delivered the victory
with Olympic champions
Australia second in 3:52.58 and
Germany third in 3:55.79,

Denmark's Lotte Friis
triumphed in the women's
800m freestyle in 8:15.,92,
Britain's Joanne Jackson was

second in B:16.66 and Italy’s
Alessia Filippi was third in
B8:17.21:

Olympic champion and
world record-holder Rebecca
Adlington was shut out of the
medals in fourth.

Australia’s Marieke Guehrer
won the women's 50m butter-
fly in 25.48. China's Zhou Yafei
was second in 2557, barely
edging Norway's Ingvild
Snildal who took bronze in
25.58,

One more world record fell
in semi-final action, as Briton
Liam Tancock clocked 24.08sec

to lead the way into the final of

themen's 50m backstroke.

The night's four world
records took the tally for the
week to 39 with one day remain-

ing -- but as so often Phelps was
the undisputed star,

As in Beijing, Cavic used his
early speed to take the lead at
the turn.

Phelps was fourth at the
50m mark -- better than his
seventh in Beijing -- and used
his vaunted finishing strength
to overhaul Cavic in the final
251,

‘I set it up perfectly, it was
exactly what 1 wanted to do,”
said Phelps, who has also won
gold in the 200m fly and two
relays thisweek.

| had to be out in that first
50m within striking distance
and I wentout in 23.3sec, that's
the fastest I've been out in, |
haven't been within hallf a
secondof that.
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Forgoing IPL start was
tough for Kiwi duo

ﬂ]gricket

also had to think about the captaincy at
Kolkata. | would have liked to have had

CRICINFO, undated

the opportunity to turn around what
happened earlier this year after our disap-

Jacob Oram and Brendon McCullum, who
are among the six New Zealand players
who will miss the beginning of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) next year to play the
lest series against Australia, have admit-
ted signing the national contracts last
month had been a difficult decision.

The players said while they were now
fully committed to their national side, it
had been hard to choose New Zealand
contracts over the money they had to
forgo for missing alarge part of the IPL.

"You can criticise us for our hesitation
but we have all signed,” Oram told the
Sunday Star-Times. "We're not getting
pald any compensation; we're not leaving
after day three of the second Test against
Australia. We've thought about it long and
hard and we want to keep playing for New
Zealand. You cannot begrudge us the time
to think about it and discuss with our

wives, families, mentors.”

McCullum hoped the delay in signing
would not affect his chances of captain-
ing New Zealand in the future, "I'm not
going to lie to you, it was tough,”
McCullum told New Zealand's Sunday
News. "The cold, hard facts are there for
anyone to see. It wasn't that I didn't want
to play cricket for New Zealand but I guess
the immediate financial security that sort
of money can provide for your family was
a factor, It was difficult knowing how
much money I was turning down and |

McCullum

pointing tournament.

“In the end, 1 feel very comfortable
with the decision | made and I feel that it
was the right one to make.”
and Oram said New
Zealand's performance at the World
Iwenty20, where they only won matches
against Scotland and Ireland, had been
disappointing and it was important for
senior playerstostep up and lead the way.

‘Ifthose ofus in the New Zealand team
at the moment want to leave any sort of
legacy behind when we retire, we have (o
start fronting up in the big tournaments
and start trying to get some silverware in
the cabinet,” McCullum said.

He also said New Zealand's aim for the
upcoming tour to Sri Lanka was to win at
least one Test. “... drawing games would
not be considered a success in my mind,”
McCullum said. "I'd much rather see us
risk losing to try and achieve something
speciallike winning a Test over there.”

Oram, who has returned to the Test
squad after a spate of injuries, said he was
keen to get 100 wickets and a couple more
Testcenturies asan all-rounder. He said his
Test batting average of 37.04 and bowling
average of 31.18 did not bother him for he
just wanted to do as well as he could. "I
learned from an early age that statistical
goals and averages were a peripheral
pressure [ didn't need; | have other ways to
getup foramatch,” Oramsaid.

‘I'mverykeentostart turning us into a

The ﬁa‘ﬁu (51311-

winning unit and the 2011 World Cup fur* i
me is an absolute must-win, or at least we
cannot stumble at the second-last hurdle
like we have at recent 1CC tournaments,

or at the quarterfinal as was the case at the

myself.”

world Twenty20."

In contrast to the IPL players, Shane
Bond, the fast bowler who quit the ICL to
return to the national team, said he
couldn’t wait to sign the contract and get
his chance to play for New Zealand again.
"Thatwas the one thing I wanted -- to just
come back into the fold and have another
chance to play for New Zealand, so the
decision was pretty easy for me,” Bond
told the Sunday Star-Times.

Bond said he had worked hard on his
fitness and on avoiding injuries in prepar-
ing for the comeback. "But the first thing
is actually getting back in the team and
playing that first game, that will be
incredibly exciting for me and I'll take it
from there. If I can make it into the team
for the Champions Trophy that's another
bigeventand I'll take itas it comes. | know
what's coming up after that bur I'm expe-
rienced enough not to get too far ahead of

Bond, who will be touring India with
the A team before heading to Sri Lanka,
said some IPL franchises had expressed
interest in signing him. ... but officially
there's nothing forthcoming until the
boss [Lalit Modi| sets the rules around the
[CL players.”

New Zealand play three Tests against
Sri Lanka and an ODI tri-series, which
includes India, between August 18 and
September 14.

GP-BCB
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Last year, GP-BCB National
Cricket Academy team toured
South Africa and Sri Lanka and
also played 2nd
Grameenphone Academy Cup
series at home against Sri
Lanka.

SQUAD

Marshal Ayub (captain),
Mohammad Mithun (vice-
captain), Rony Talukdar,
Nadimuddin Mintu, Nasir
Hossain, Shuvagat Hom,
Farhad Hossain, Tanbir
Hayder Khan, Saklain Sajib,
Robiul Islam, Muktar Alj,
Subhashis Roy, Kamrul Islam
and Shafiul Islam.

BCCI stands
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The ICC said in a statement
that India’s stand will be dis-
cussed by the governing body's
Executive Board to "find a way
forward.”

"The ICC is grateful to the
BCCI and its players for giving
their time on Sunday to try and
work through the issues relat-
ing to the implementation of
the ICC Anu-Doping Code,”
the statementsaid.

"The ICC has noted the
decision of the BCCI working
committee and is aware of the
1ssues of concern, and it
remains confident they can be
addressed to everyone's satis-
faction.”

It said both the ICC and the
BCCI were committed to a
zero-tolerance approach to
dopingin cricket.

"What both parties are
looking for is a practical and
mutually acceptable solution
to the current situation.

"The next step is for this
matter to be considered further
by the ICC Board to find a way
forward. The ICC will make no
further comment at this time,"
the statementadded.

Coventry gets it back

lﬁ] Cricket

AFP, Rome

Kirsty Coventry of Zimbabwe
regained the women's 200m
backstroke world title in a
world record of 2min 04.81sec
here onSaturday.

Coventry lowered her own
previous record of 2:05.24, set
in winning gold at the Beijing
Games last August 16, her
second straight Olympic title in
the event after her triumph in
Athens.

"I am very excited. I went

into the race knowing it would
be tight, and it was," said
Coventry, who won thé world
title in Montreal in 2005 but
surrendered it to American
Margaret Hoelzer in
Melbourne in 2007,

While Coventry led at every
turn, Russian Anastasia Zueva
was second in 2:04,94 -- also
under Coventry's previous

record -- and American
Elizabeth Beisel third in
2:06.39.

[twas the second time in the
championships that Zueva
swam inside a world record
and settled for silver, the first

Indian cricketers Harbhajan Singh (R), Yuvraj Singh (C) and
Mahendra Singh Dhoni are seen leaving the BCCl headquarters
in Mumbai on Sunday after an emergency meeting to discuss the
stalemate over the players' refusal to sign the WADA's anti-

doping code.

PHOTO: AFP

coming in her runner-up finish
to Gemma Spofforth in the
100m back.

Coventry's was the 36th
world record of the champion-
ships, a tally that stood at a
whopping 39 by the end of
Saturday night.

She said she tried not to
think about the records -- and
the controversy over the poly-
urethane suits that have fuelled
the outburst.

“For me, the biggest thing
was staying focused and keep-
ing the suit debate out of my
mind," Coventry said.

"I am really looking towards
January when we will have a
fresh start and 1 am excited
about that challenge,” she
added of the new swimsuit
regulations to take effect next
year.

Zueva said she went out a
little too fast, but she was
pleased to hold on for the silver.

"I had a lot of strength until
theend,” shesaid.

British coach
for archers

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Olympic
Association (BOA) signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) with British archery
coach Richard John Priestman
for six months ahead of the SA
(South Asian) Games in
Bangladesh.

Priestman, who reached
the capital on July 31, will train
the archers until the SA
Games, scheduled over
January 29-February9, 2010.

Priestman grabbed bronze
medal in both 1988 Seoul and
1992 Barcelona Olympics.
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Yesterday's Cryptoquip: NAME OF THE ACTRESS
WHO'S ALWAYS FOUND PLAYING A SMALL,
HIGH-PITCHED FLUTE: MICHELLE FIFER.
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