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Lawyers still hope Suu Kyi
to be 'freed unconditionally'

AFP, Yangon

Lawyers for Myanmar democ-

racy leader Aung San Suu Kyi

said Sunday they stll hoped
she would be "freed uncondi-
tionally”, despite widespread
fears of a guilty verdict in her
prolonged prison trial,

The Nobel peace laureate

faces up to five years in jail it

convicted on charges of
breaching the terms of her
house arrest following an
incident in which an
American man SWam across a
lake to her heavily-secured
villain May.

The two-and-a-half month
trial has provoked intemational
outrage and critics have
accused Myanmar's junta of
using the intrusion as an excuse
to keep her locked up during
elections scheduled for2010.

Averdict had been expected
on Friday but judges post-
poned their pronouncement

until August 11, saying they
needed time to review the case.

"We hope that she will be
freed unconditionally,” said
Nyan Win, one of Suu Kyi's
lawyers and a spokesman for
her National League for
Democracy (NLD).

“We have nothing much to
do. We are just waiting for the
next trial date. Tomorrow we
will submit an application to
the authorities to meet Aung
San Suu Kyi and we hope to
meet her on Wednesday or
Thursday,” he told AFP

He said Suu Kyi, currently
detained at Yangon's notori-
ous Insein prison, had
instructed herdefence teamto
visither before August 11,

The delayed verdict, which
adds to uncertainty over the
junta's plans for the democ-
racy icon, was hailed Friday by
her lawyers as a sign that the
judges have "serious legal
problems”,

Ahead of Friday's expected
decision, UN chief Ban Ki-
moon had pressed for the
immediate release of Suu Kyl
during a meeting with
Myanmar's UN ambassador, a
UN spokesman said.

Washington, which like the
European Union has imposed
sanctions against the
Myanmar regime, also
demanded Thursday that Suu
Kyi and another 2,100 political
prisoners in Myanmar should
be "immediately and uncon-
ditionally released”.

Analysts say Myanmar's
rulers have showed rare con-
cern for foreign opinion by
delaying the verdict, but only
because they want to mini-
mise the fallout while pursu-
ing a hard line against her,

The junta has kept Suu Kyi
in detention for a total of nearly
14 years since refusing to
recognise the NLD's landslide
victory in electionsin 1990,
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decision was made hur-
riedly,” the law minister
added.

Shafique said the presi-
dent also has the authority to
call off his orders, and the
government already took an
Initiative to reverse the deci-
sion of sending the two
judges into retirement.

Asked if the government
will take any action against
the judicial officers who
demonstrated at Bangladesh
Secretariat, the law minister
said, "If there is any allega-
tion against any of them,
then that should be investi-
gated.”

Replying to a query
regarding whether the gov-
ernment's reversal of deci-
sion will become an embar-
rassment for it, the law min-
ister said he does not feel so,
'since the government
detected an error and took
stepstoremedy it’,

Asked whether there was
any - pressure <on the law
ministry to send the two
judges into retirement, he
said therewasnone. |

Prominent lawyer Dr M
Zahir welcomed the reversal
saying, "The government
reversed its decision for the
sake of the judiciary. 1 wel-
comeit.”

On July 27, Shafique
Ahmed said the Supreme
Court (SC) is the authority to
take any action against the
judicial officials who dem-
onstrated at Bangladesh

Secretariat, as they serve
under the SC since the sepa-
ration of the judiciary from
the executive branch of the
government.

Sources said the decision
of taking actions against the
two judges was taken
bypassing the law minister,
and some powerful persons
in the government instigated
the law ministry to recom-
mend to the president,
through the prime minister,
theissuance of the order.

An eight-member delega-
tion of BJSA led by Abdul
Gafur and Md Shahjahan
met Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in her official resi-
dence Jamuna yesterday
morning and demanded
reversal of the decision.

The sources said the
premier assured the delega-
tion of considering their
demand.

The BJSA leaders earlier
had taken preparations to
file separate writ petitions
with the High Court(HC)
challenging the legality of
the government's decision to
send the two into forced
retirement, but following the
premier's assurance that
their demand will be consid-
ered, they refrained from
filing the writs, an associa-
tion leader told The Daily
Star.

BJSA has been waging a
movement demanding
removal of Law Secretary
Kazi Habibul Awal from his
position, saying that he was

illegally accommodated in
the ministry, and has been
acting against the interest of
judicial officials.

Aleader of the association
recently told The Daily Star
that Awal became the law
secretary using his clout over
the ministry during the
immediate past caretaker
government following 1/11,

"Awal had come to the
drafting wing of law ministry
from the judicial cadre dur-
ing the previous Awami
League government.
According to the promotion
rules-2002, the highest offi-
cial position in the drafting
wing is the post of an addi-
tional secretary. But, he was
elevated to the post of the
law secretary violating the
promotion rules, due to his
influence in the caretaker
government,” the BJSA
leadersaid.

"The High Court declared
his appointment illegal on
different grounds, but the
Supreme Court stayed the
High Court verdict. Since
then Awal has been repeat-
edly petitioning for resched-
uling the hearing for a settle-
ment of the issue in a bid to
keep delaying possible
upholding of the verdict,” he
added.

When The Daily Star tried
to contact Awal for com-
ment, his private secretary
said the law secretary was
not interested in talking to
the media.

Date: 30 July 2009
Loan No. Cr-4581 BD

Government of the People's |
Republic of Bangladesh

Dhaka City Corporation

IFB No: CASE Project/DCC-W 1/111/2003-10

1. The Dhaka City Corporation has received a credit from the International Development Association
(IDA) in various currencies towards the cost of Clean Air and Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project.
It is intended that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible payments under the
contract for Construction of Sidewalk & Road Improvement at Mohammadpur Area-East,

2, The Dhaka City Corporation now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the construction and

Office of the Project Director, PIU
Clean Air & Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project
Nagar Bhaban, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh

Invitation for Bids

completion of Construction & Repair of Footpaths/Sidewalks/Road Improvement, Construction & Repair

office of:
Project Director (Supdt. Engr)
PIU, DCC

Dhaka City Corporation

Clean Air & Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project

Tel: + B80-2-0564436, Fax: + 880-2-9563514

E-mail: ullah1993@gmail.com

shehullah@yahoo.com

5. A complete set of bidding documents in English may be purchased by interested bidders on the
submission of a written application to the address below and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of
BOT 10,000 or in US dollar 150. The method of payment will be direct deposit to Current A/IC #
1014720, Sonali Bank Limited, Nagar Bhaban Branch, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh, (head-
government/foreign funded project miscellaneous income). The document will be sent by air mail

for overseas delivery and surface mail or courier for local delivery.

6.  The provisions in the instructions to bidders and in the general conditions of contract are the provisions
of the World Bank Standard Bidding Documents: Procurement of Works.

7. Bids must be delivered fo the above office on or before 13.00 hrs (BST) on 16 September 2009 and
must be accompanied by a security of BOT 7.5 million or USD 110,000. Late bids will be rejected.

8.  Bids will be opened in presence of bidder's representatives who choose to attend at 1400 hrs (BST) on
16 September 2009 at the office of:

| Project Director (Supdt. Engr)

PIU, DCC

Dhaka City Corporation

Clean Air & Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project

Tel: + 880-2-9564436, Fax: +880-2-9563514
E-mail: ullan1993@gmail.com, shehullah@yahoo.com

9. Qualified domestic bidders may be eligible to receive a margin of preference of 7.5 percent in bid

evaluation,

DCC/PRD/48/'09-'10
GD-3602

Project Director (Supt. Engr)

Clean Air & Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project
Dhaka City Co '

of Drainage System (Brick Masonry Surface Water Drain/RCC Pipe Drain), Relocation of Utilities,
Providing of Road Sign & Marking for Traffic Management System for One Way Street ("the Works").
The construction peniod is 12 months.
3. Bidding will be conducted through the intemnational competitive bidding procedures specified in the
World Bank's Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits, May 2004 revised October
2006, and Is open to bidders from all countries as defined in the guidelines.
4.  Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from and inspect the bidding documents at the

PiU, DCC

ration
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Khatami terms trial
of protesters a sham

10 more put on trial

AP, A¥P, Tehran

An influential pro-reform ex-
president criticised the coun-
try's first trial of activists and
protesters following the dis-
puted presidential election as a
sham that would further erode
confidence in the ruling
Islamic establishment.

Mohammad Khatami said
he hoped the "show" trial of
more than 100 people that
started Saturday would not
“lead to ignorance of the real
crimes” carried out by authori-
ties following the June 12 vote,
including alleged abuse and
murderofdetainees.

On Sunday 10 more protest-
ers who opposed the re-
election of President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad were
put on trial in a revolutionary
court in Tehran on Sunday, the
ISNA news agency reported.

“This morning, 10 other
defendants were put on trial in
a revolutionary court in a
closed session,"” the report said
quoting a judiciary official.

“These people are among
those arrested in the incidents
after the election.”

The opposition has sought
to capitalise on growing criti-
cism from both conservatives
and reformists of the govern-
ment's violent crack down
against the hundreds of thou-
sands of people who took to the
streets following the election to
protest hard-line President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's
disputed victory.

Atleast 20 people were killed
in the unrest that followed the
vote, although human rights
groups believed the number is
far greater and at least one
person has died while in gov-
emmentdetention.

I'he mass trial is part of the
government's efforts to choke
off the protest movement by
targeting key supporters of Mir
Hossein Mousavi, the opposi-
tion leader who claims he was
the true election winner. The
defendants include some of
the most prominent reformist
politicians, including
Khatami's former vice presi-

dent, Mohammad Ali Abtahl,

The government used
Salurdurs hearing to press its
claims that the opposition was
a tool of foreign countries
seeking to topple the Iranian
government,

State media quoted Abtahi
and others as confessing to
working together to foment
unrest. But rights groups have
sald such confessions are often
obtained under duress in Iran.

"Relying on claimed confes-
slons expressed in this specific
situation has no credit,” said
Khatami, according to a report
Imslcd on his Web site, Baran,
ate Saturday.

The former president, who
held office from 1997 to 2005,
criticised the court for not
allowing defendants' lawyers
access to the courtroom or the
case files,

"As far as 1 have learned,
what happened in the trial was
contrary to the constitution
and law, as well as citizens'
rights,” said Khatami.

Instead of a show trial,
Khatami said the public
expected the government to
“confront the problems and
tragedies that happened in
some detention centres and
apparentlyled to murder.”

Some conservatives joined
the chorus of reformists
criticising the government's
violent crack down following
the death of the son of a promi-
nent member of their camp,
Abdolhossein Rouhalamini.
Rouhalamini is a close ally of
Mohsen Rezai, the only conser-
vative who ran against
Ahmadinejad in the election.

His son, Mohsen, who was
arrested during a July 9 pro-
test, was taken to a hospital
after two weeks and died.
The Norooz Web site
reported that Mohsen's face
was beaten in when his
father received the body.

The growing criticism
comes only days before
Ahmadinejad is to be sworn
into a second term and has
compounded the biggest
challenge the cleric-led gov-
ernment has faced since the
1979 Islamic revolution.

Pakistan
books Swat
cleric for
treason

AFP, Peshawar

Pakistan police have laid
charges of treason, terrorism
and rebellion against a radi-
cal Islamic cleric who
brokered a peace deal with
Taliban in the Swat valley,
officials said yesterday.

Sufi Mohammad, the
father-in-law of Maulana
Fazlullah, the leader of the
Taliban in Swat and head of a
banned Islamist militant
group, was arrested on July 26
on the outskirts of Peshawar.

"We have registered a case
of treason, rebellion and
terrorism against Sufi
Mohammad,” Swat police
chief Sajid Khan Mohmand
told AFP by telephone.

He has been charged on the
basis of a speech he delivered
on April 19, declaring that he
does not believe in democracy,
the constitution of Pakistan or
its judicial and parliamentary
system, Mohmand said.

"A case of waging war and
conspiracy against the coun-
try has also been registered,”
he said.

Information minister for
North West Frontier Province
(NWFP) Mian Iftikhar
Hussain, earlier said the cleric
had killed a lot of people and
was planning violence again.

"His actions so far indicate
that he still has close ties to the
Taliban of Swat," Hussain told
AFP last week.

Fazlullah, who has a 50-
million-rupee (615,000-dollar)
price on his head, is the archi-
tect of an uprising that marked
the only time that a district
under Pakistani government
control has effectively slipped
into hands of the Taliban.

He has led thousands of
supporters, a mixture of hard-
core ideologues and disen-
franchised young men, in a
brutal campaign beheading
opponents, burning scores of
schools and fighting against
government troops since
November 2007,

Under a deal brokered by
Mohammad, the Pakistani
government agreed to allow
the implementation of Islamic
law in Swat once violence had
stopped but Taliban militants
led by Fazllulah refused to lay
down arms and undermined
the deal.

Pakistan troops launched
an operation in late April to
root out the extremists after
Taliban advanced to within
100km of Islamabad. Officials
say more than 1,800 militants
and 166 security personnel
have beenkilled since then.
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any installations or erec-
tion work in progress in the
area from the chopper.

On Saturday, the delega-
tion returned to New Delhi
from the Assam state's
capital Guwahati as
inclement weather pre-
vented it from flying to the
site of the projected dam
on the Barakriver.

The team also failed to
visit the site on Friday amid
heavy rainfalls, and
returned to Guwahati
where they were staying
after a meeting with the
Indian government in New
Delhi earlier in the week.

Failing to reach the site,
the delegation chief Razzak
said that he might have
chosen a wrong time to
visit the place.

"We hovered above the
site by helicopter, observ-
ing the area for around half
an hour from above. It is a
very inaccessible place that
often experience heavy
rains,” he said while talking
to BBC on Saturday.

The 10-member delega-
tion led by Abdur Razzak,
also the chairman of parlia-
mentary standing commit-
tee on water resources
ministry, left Dhaka on July
29 to meet Indian ministers
and visit the site of the
planned dam over the
Barak, which enters into
Bangladesh as the Surma
and Kushiararivers.

[t also has two experts--
BUET professor Monwar
Hossain and Sajjad
Hossain of the Bangladesh-
India Joint Rivers
Commission.

The team during its stay
in New Delhi held talks
with Indian power minister
and officials concerned.
The Bangladesh team sug-
gested a joint survey of the
project by experts from
both the countries.

Indian side reportedly
assured the Bangladesh
team that they would not
do anything that could
harm the relationship
between the two countries.
They said the dam was
designed to produce
hydro-electricity, not for

irrigation.

The main opposition
BNP and its ally Jamat-e-
Islami did not join the team
despite request from the
government side.

Outlaw killed
in 'shootout’

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

A regional leader and a top
cadre of Janajuddho faction of
the outlawed Purbo Banglar
Communist Party (PBCP-ML)
were shot dead in a "shootout”
between their cohorts and
police at Beel Amla in Mirpur
upazilayesterday.

The deceased, Jahangir
Alam, 36, and Yarul Islam, 32,
were from Khalishakundi in
Daulatpur upazila in Kushtia.
Jahangir was the regional leader
of the outfit.

Acting on a tip-off, separate
teams of Daulatpur and Mirpur
police swnﬂch’ on the north
side of GK (Ganges-Kabadak)
main canal, where a meeting
was being held by Jahangir at
about 5:00am.

As police reached the place,
Janajuddho men opened fire
forcing them to retaliate. The
gunfight ended when the cadres
stopped firing and fled the scene.

Later, police found two dead
bodies lying in a pool of blood.

Police recovered two pistols
and 12 bullets from the spot.

Police said both Jahangirand
Yarul were top wanted outlaws
inthedistrict.

Jahangir was a convicted
criminal. He was awarded 10
years imprisonment in an
extortion case two years ago. He
was also accused in at least 10
cases including five formurder.

Yarul was accused of sev-
eral murders in the district
with a number of other crimes
including extortion and rob-
bery filed with Mirpur and

Daulatpur police stations.
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They held responsible
Faruque for the attack on the
Proshika head office
Saturday, which left at least 50
officials including some of
their female colleagues
injured.

They also said that the
attackers had ransacked 15
vehicles parked outside the
office of Proshika and dam-
aged a portion of a wall.
Proshika Chairman Abdul
Wadud, Chief Executive
Officer Mahbub-Ul-Karim
and Micro-credit Director
Abdur Rob attended the
briefing.

Asked about the legality of
the governing board, Wadud
said, “The governing board at
a meeting removed Faruque
on May 24 after amonth-long
agitation by its employees.”

“Eight out of nine mem-
bers of the governing body
attended the meeting held at
the Proshika headquarters in
Mirpur and unanimously
appointed me as its chairman
as the founder chief is
accused of massive corrup-
tion, nepotism and
politicisation of the organisa-
tion,” he said.”

Mahbub said they were
surprised at the silent role of
thelaw enforcement agencies
in the Saturday’s attack led by
Faruque,

“It was a horrible experi-
ence for us that a number of
unruly people led by Faruque
swooped on us while the law
enforcers played the role of

mere spectators,” he added.

“Had the police played
their due role the officials
would not have been hurtand
properties could have been
saved,” said the chief execu-
tive officer. He felt that mma_
influential quarters fuelledy
the agitation.

Meanwhile, an uneasy
calm gripped Proshika head
office yesterday in the city's
Mirpur with hundreds of
employees guarding the
main entrance following
Saturday’'s violent attacks
on its employees.

Several hundred male
employees passed a sleepless
night staying back at the
office in apprehension that
Proshika's sacked chief Qazi
Faruque and his men might
take control of the office.

A good number of employ-
ees attended the office yester-
day but most of them were on
guard at the main entrance
and the first floor.

Alauddin, a senior
accounts coordinator, said
that most of the employees
turned up but normalcy in
the office is yet to return.

Roksana Sultana, a coordi-
nator at finance department,
who lives in Gulshan, said she
went to the office a bit late at

11:00 am as she was not sure of
the overall situation at the office.

“I contacted my col-
leagues at the office to know
the situation,” she said add-

ing that she had never been so
frightened in her life.
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