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Pak SC brands Musharraf's

emergency rule illegal

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan's top court ruled

Friday that former president
Pervez Musharraf's decision
(o impose emergency rule and

dismiss dozens of senlor

judges two years ago was
unconstitutional.

A l4-member Supreme
Court bench headed by
recently reinstated Chief
Justice Iftikhar Muhammad
Chaudhry had summoned
Musharraf to appear in person
or through a lawyer, but the ex-
presidentignored the notice,

"The Proclamation of
Emergency issued by General
Pervez Musharraf as the Chief
of Army Staft on November 3,
2007... (is) hereby declared to
be unconstitutional, ultra
vires of the constitution and
consequently being illegal,”
Chaudhry said, reading the
court'sorder.

Chaudhry also said
Musharraf had illegally sacked
about 60 Supreme Court and
High Court judges and that his
appointment of a new chief

justice was “unconstitutional.”

The Chaudhry-led bench
also ruled "to be void® the
validation of emergency rule
by Mmhurru!'-umminlr:{i chiel
justice Abdul Hameed Dogar
and declared all constitutional
amendments by Musharraf to
beillegal.

The court order said that
the decision would not disrupt
the present constitutional
system, including the presi-
dency, office of the prime
minister and the parliamen-
tary systemnm.

Musharraf was replaced last
year as Pakistan's president by
Asif Ali Zardari, whose party
won general elections and who
reinstated Chaudhry and his
fellow judges in March lollow-
ing a protracted political crisis.

Opposition leader Nawaz
Sharif and lawyers had organ-
ised a march on the capital
Islamabad to demand that
Zardari reinstate Chaudhry,
during mass protests last
March that risked further
destabilising the nuclear-
armed country.

——

Under Western pressure
Zardarl agreed to defuse the
standoft with Sharif, who had
urged the masses to rise up
against the government,

A spokeswoman lor Zardari
welcomed the court's declsion.

"This decision is the last
nail in the coffin of dictator-
ship and would be written
with the golden words in our
history," Zardari's media
adviser Farahnaz Isphahani
sald inastatement.

"It is the success of Institu-
tions of the state, democratic
forces of the country and the
civil society, whose efforts
have culminated in the resto-
ration ol democracy,” she said.

Lawyers outside the
Supreme Court's white mar-
bled building and across
Pakistan danced with joy as
the decision was announced
by the judges. Traditional
sweelts were distributed in bar
rooms and markets.

“This is a historic decision.
We welcome it,” Raja Zafarul
Haq, a senior official in
Sharif's party, told reporters.

Tigers complete cleansweep
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delivery from Kemar Roach
through square leg.

. Bangladesh won the open-
ing match in Dominica last
Sunday by 52 runs, and the
second match at the same
venue on Tuesday by three
wickets.

Their ODI series victory

followed a cleansweep of the
preceding two-Test series
against aweak homeside.
. "After winning the Test
series, we were looking
forward to this ODI series,”
. said Bangladesh captain
. Shakib Al Hasan.
“ | "It was a total team effort.
s Every time the team was under
pressure, someone was able to
put their hands up and do the
job. This success in the
Caribbean will help to take us
to the nextlevel.”

Bangladesh dismissed
West Indies for 248 in 47.4
overs, after the home team
decided to bat.

Siddiqui and fellow opener
Tamim Igbal set Bangladesh
on their way with a stand of 54
forthe firstwicket.

But they slid to 133 for five
in the 28th over before
Mahmudullah joined
Mushfiqur Rahim and added
50 for the sixth wicket.

It however, took a stand of
49 for the seventh wicket
between Mahmudullah and
Nayeem Islam which virtually
pushed the Tigers over the
threshold.

Earlier, Mahmudullah,
bowling his off-spin, along
with fast-medium bowler
Mahbubul Alam, and left-arm
spinner Abdur Razzak all
captured two wickets.

The Bangladesh bowlers
maintained the pressure
throughout, and several West
Indies batsmen got starts.

Andre Fletcher led the way
with 52 from 42 balls, captain
Floyd Reifer and his deputy
Darren Sammy made 40 apiece.

"l think throughout the
series we needed to build more
and better partnerships when
we were batting,” said Reifer.

"Whenever we seem to be
building partnerships, the
guys always seem to be getting
out at-the-wiong time.They

needed to carry on at crucial
stagesinthegame.”

He added: "But we had a
young, inexperienced team.
We have got to continue to
play hard, keep talking more
about the game, and looking
back atour mistakes,

"All the games were very
close, and it was just that we
kept making crucial mistakes
at crucial times.”

Bangladesh restricted West
Indies to 10 for two in the
fourth over before Dowlin and
Andre Fletcher put on 76 for
the third wicket.

Fletcher reached his 50
from 40 balls, when he slogged
Abdur Razzak over mid-wicket
for his eighth four in the 14th
over, after he had taken a four
and a six off the third and
fourth balls of the same over.

Bangladesh then made
West Indies wobble on 124 for
five in the 28th over, but were
revived when Reifer and
Sammy added 64 before they
were among a cluster of wick-
ets that fell in the last 15 overs.
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Saudi rebuffs US appeals
for peace gestures

toward Israel

AFP, Washington

Saudi Arabia on Friday rebuffed
Obama administration appeals
lor immediate Arab gestures
toward normalising tes with
Israel the kingdom urged the
Jewish state to show it was
serious about peace,

Seated next to US
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, Saudi Foreign
Minister Saud al-Faisal
rejected a “step-by-step”
diplomatic approach and
called for tackling core issues
like Palestinian statehood
and refugees.

"The question is not what
the Arab world will offer,”
Prince Saud said at a joint
press conference with Hillary
after talks in Washington.
“The question really is: what
will Israel give in exchange for
this comprehensive offer.”

He was referring to a
Saudi-sponsored initiative
endorsed by the 22-nation
Arab League.

The offer calls on all Arab
states to establish full and nor-
mal relations with Israel in
exchange for the Jewish state's
withdrawal from all lands occu-
pied in the 1967 war and the
creation ofa Palestinian state.

But Saud, reading slowly
and deliberately from a state-
ment, said: "Israel hasn't
even responded to an
American request to halt
settlements which President
(Barack) Obama described as
illegitimate."”

He balked at a question
from a journalist who asked
what Saudi Arabia would do
in return if the right-leaning
Israeli government of
Benjamin Netanyahu
changed course and froze all
settlement activity.

He said it was "not by
making gestures, it is by

delving into the real issues"

that will lead the way to peace
in the Middle East.

He also accused Israel of
"trying to distract attention
from the core issue” of estab-
lishing a Palestinian state by
turning to side issues like
academic conferences and
civil aviation matters.

"This is not the way to
peace,” he said, warning it
will anly lead the region.intoa

“maelstrom of instability and
violence."

In a sign of differences,
Saud described his talks with
Hillary as "frank, honest and
open” between longstanding
allles, but he also praised the
Obama administration for
tackling the Arab-Israeli
conllictso quickly.

The chief US diplomat
reiterated calls she had made
last month in a keynote for-
eign policy speech where she
urged Arab states to take
steps toward normalising ties
with Israel,

‘We've also asked the Arab
states, Including our friends
in Saudi Arabia, to work with
us o take steps to improve
relations with Israel, to sup-
port the Palestinian Authority
and to prepare their people to
embrace the eventual peace
between the Palestinians and
the Israelis,” Hillary told the
press conference,

Her remarks were but-
tressed by more than 200 US
lawmakers who urged Saudi
King Abdullah on Friday to
push Middle East peace efforts
forward with "a dramatic
gesture” towards recognising
Israel's legitimacy,

Led by Democratic
Representative Brad Sherman
and Republican Represen-
tative Ed Royce, the lawmakers
wrote in a letter that they were
“disappointed” that the king-
dom had not undertaken more
public outreach towards Israel.

"We urge you to assert a
strong leadership role and
help lead the Middle East to a
new era of peace and recon-
ciliation by stepping forward
with a dramatic gesture
toward Israel akin to the steps
taken earlier by the leaders of
Egyptand Jordan," they said.

The lawmakers pointed to
US President Barack Obama's
June speech to the Muslim
world in Cairo, underlining
his appeal for Arab states to
recognise Israel's legitimacy:.

The US representatives
cited Egyptian president
Anwar Sadat's historic 1977
visit to Jerusalem and the
opening of direct Jordan-
Israel ties by the late King
Hussein as Arab-world
actions that aided the cause
of peace.
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all explorations and develop-
ment work under the PSC are
approved by asetof committees
for financial and technical
issues concerning Petrobangla
and Chevron. The GTCL has no
role or even remote involve-
mentinsuchapproval process.

Sources sald the cost-
recoverable Chevron's Muchai
station's actual cost would be
much higher than $§ 527 m
because this cost does not
include two years' operation
and maintenance cost or that of
spare parts.

Again, the sources also
ralsed questions whether
Petrobangla could bypass the
cabinet's approval for imposing
a cost of $ 52.7 m for a GTCL

roject outside a PSC area just

making an interpretation of a
PSC clause in favour of it. “Be-
sides, where is the mechanism
to see ifitis a fair price? Where is
the competition and transpar-
ency,” asked aGTCL source,

Since there is no legal instru-
ment that allows a private
company to work in the GTCL's
system, Chevron is expected to
sign a partnership contract with
the GTCL to cover the legal gaps
which exist till now. A Chevron
source had earliertold The Daily
Star, “The compression project
will be implemented wilﬁln the
terms and conditions of the
PSC. Upon completion and
cost-recovery, the compressors
will be handed over to the cus-
tody and jurisdiction of GTCLto
operate.”

Petrobangla's move to
award the deal to Chevron
raises further questions
because the GTCL board
headed by the Petrobangla
chairman in May had cancelled
a GTCL tender to award con-
fract to Korean company
Hyundai to install three com-
pressors with Asian
Development Board (ADB)
funding.

The GTCL's tender was
opened in February, but the
Petrobangla chairman had
asked Chevron for this job in
December last year.

Meanwhile, a number of
experts argue whether having a
compressor station at Muchai
should get priority over install-
ing compressors at other points.
The GTCL pipeline at Muchai
point is connected to several
large gas fields owned by both
Chevron and the Sylhet Gas
Fields Ltd. This pipeline has the
capacity to supply 1,041 million
cubic feet gas a day (mmcid)

@he Daily Star

Petrobangla ignores a host

while it is presently supplying
990 mmcfd.

“Gas supply through this
pipeline can be increased by 50-
1(30 MItlll}ml;y cubic feet a day
mmcf augmenting pro-
duction in gmﬁeld.s.s Even
without installing compressor,”
says a pipeline expert. “By
installing compressor, the
pipeline will be able to increase
only9 mmcfd gas.”

This fact is also stated in the
report of an independent con-
sultant hired by the ADB,

Meanwhile, in Petrobangla's
July 26 letter to the energy min-
istry, Chairman Muktadir Ali
praised Chevron's proposal
saying that its compressor had
“high horse power”. And he
pointed out that Chevron made
a technical presentation on July
15 before officials of
Petrobangla and GTCL. He
claimed that Chevron's expla-
nation of questions .
GTCL's consultant had satisfied
all the officials present there.

He justified cancellation of a
GTCL bid to award contact for
three compressor stations with
ADB funding saying that the
lowest bidder-- Korean
Hyundal -- gave 12 clarifica-
tions on its bid to the project’s
consultant in May, which the
GTCL board did not find
acceptable. But sources pointed
outthat the chairman misinter-
preted the Lﬁrﬂject consultant'’s
stance as the consultant actu-
ally recommended considering
Hyundai's bid by taking further
clarifications.

He also said Hyundai's price
offer for the three compressors
was 152 percent higher than the
allocated fund. But sources said
Chevron's compressor station
project cost is actually 12 m
dollars higher than the cost
proposed by Hyundai at
Muchai point.

The GTCL consultant on July
9 posed questions on Chevron's
proposal. These include service
year of the compressor station
notmentioned; station metering
facilities not mentioned; recov-
ered condensate ownership not
determined; operational guar-

antees not mentioned; commu-
nication; provision of pipelines
notmentioned.

TECHNICAL ISSUES
IGNORED

Unlike the Petrobangla chair-
man's claims that Chevron's
response to these questions
were satisfactory at the July 15
meeting, the GTCL consultant
inits July 21 letter reiterated that

Chevron did not technically

address 16 such questions.
Chevron rather wanted more
time to answer these quﬁliun:-...

Quoting the consultant's
letter, GTCL sources said
Chevron had commented on
and compared its proposal with
Hyundai's without mentioning
gas flow condition, design data
and tender document require-
ments,

Some of the issues consid-
ered by Hyundai were nol
considered by Chevron. These
include metering unit for each
discharge pipeline; pipeline by-
pass with bore valves; 100 per-
cent station by-pass; VSAT
communication system
between stations and GTCL
head office; shelter and shade
for all major equipment; office
building; water hydrant system;
on-line hydrocarbon analyser;
leg‘:fomly office and accom-
modation for GTCL personnel
during construction and 730
days of Operation and
Maintenance (O&M); two years
O&M; two years' mandatory
spare parts; taxand Vatincluded
in the proposed price (which
will be deducted from pay-
ments as per rule); conditional
discount of$2 million offers and
provision for future pcireline
and other equipment including
spares.

ADB'S DIRECTIVE POSE
FURTHER COMPLICATIONS
The Petrobangla chairman
claimed that the ADB had
agreed to revise its loan for the
compressor project and is likely
to give a go- ahead for its
retender by January 2010.
Instead of three compressors,
the ADB would give loan for two
compressors since Chevron
would install one compressor at
Muchai.

The GTCL board upon
cancelling the compressors'’
tender in May wrote to the
ADB seeking clearance for
re-tendering the compressor
project for only two com-
pressors.

But instead of okaying the
retendering process, the ADB
last week wrote to the GICL to
ask Hyundai to extend the
validity of its bid and project
price by one month.
Hyundai's bid and price offers
have remained valid till July 31
though the board had
cancelled the tender.

“This means that the ADB

has not cleared re-tendering g

and it still considers
Hyundai's bid wvalid,”
explained a source. PP
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