Abu Sayeed'
anniversary
of death today

METRO DESK
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The 21st death anniversary of
former president Justice Abu
Saveed Chowdhury will be

observed today saysa press release.
On the

after Juma prayers on Friday.

Relatives and admirers have
been requested to pray for

salvation of the departed soul.

Justice Abu
Chowdhury National
Memorial Council
arranged a memorial discus-
sion titled "Values of democ-
racy: Perspective Bangladesh”
at National Museum Poet Suha
Kamal auditorium at 4.30pm
onAugusts.

Presided over by Prof Rafiqul
Islam the function will be
attended by Jute and Textles
Minister Abdul Latif Siddiky as
the chief guest., Dr
Shamsuzzaman Khan, Advocate
AFM Mesbahuddin, Barmster
Harunur Rashid and Secretary
Md Musa will take part in the
discussion as special guests.

Justice Mahmud Husain
METRO DESK

is the
death

| Today
27th

of former
chief justice
Sved AB
Mahmud
Husain, saysa

pressrelease.
Chief Justice Syed AB
Mahmud Husain Smiriti

Sangsad will hold a discussion
and milad mahfil at the audito-
num of Supreme Court Bar
Association at 4:30pm today,
,_wrkmgthcd‘%.ﬁ
s Former

|ﬁahmudul -\m!rr mwdhur}'
will attend the programme as
the chief guest.

Kazi Ebadul Hoque will present
a paper on life of late chief
justice. Judges of the Supreme
Court and eminent lawyers will
participate in the discussion.

Friends, relatives and admir-
ers are requested to attend the
programme.

Suraiya Begum
METRO DESK

loday 1s the
sixth death
anniversary
of Suraiya
§ Begum, an
associlate

. professor of
- the Depart-
ment of Information Science
and Library Management of
Dhaka University, says a press
release.

Suraiya, wife of late Tawfig
Aziz Khan, former executive
editor of the Daily Star, was a
life member of Bangla
Academy, Library Association
of Bangladesh, Institute of
Library Information and
Management and the Asiatic
Society of Bangladesh.

She was also memberofthe
Inner Wheel Club of Dhaka
North West, an executive
committee member of the
Community Development
Library and student adviser of
the department.

Igbal Majumder

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

[oday is the eighth death
anniversary of comrade Igbal
Majumder, former general
secretary of Bangladesh Jatiya
Sramik Federation and former
secretary general of
Gonotantrik Mojdoor Party,
says a press release,

On the occasion,
Gonotantrik Mojdoor Party
leaders will place wreaths at
his grave and a discussion will
be held at the party office in
the city.

Muazzem Ahmed Chy
METRO DESK

Today is the
seventh
death anni-
versary of
Muazzem
Ahmed
Chowdhury,
a valiant
freedom fighter and son of late
Khan Bahadur Dewan Abdur
Rahim Chowdhury of Sylhet,
says a press release.

Muazzem was a Member ol
National Assembly (MNA) of
Pakistan. He was also a close
friend of Bangabandhu since
hisstudent life in Kolkata.

occasion,
Qurankhwani and milad mahfil
will be held at Nagbari in Tangail

Sayeed

has

anniversary |
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Speakers at a seminar yester-
day blamed land grabbers and
corrupt officials of Rajuk,
Dhaka City Corporation,
Public Works Department and
Water Supply and Sewerage
Authority (Wasa) for severe
waterloggingin the capital.

A large part of the city goes
under water whenever it rains
due to unplanned urbanisa-
tion, causing immense suffer-
ing to city dwellers, they said.

Save the Environment
Movement organised the
seminar on ‘Waterlogging in
the capital: People's suffering,

damage, causes and duties’ at
Its otfice In the city.

The speakers said that a
group of developers with the
connivance of corrupt officials
have constructed high-rise
buildings by filling up water
bodies, lakes and canals, which
resulted in waterlogging dur-
INg rains.

Besides, unplanned con-
struction of box culverts and
roads as per suggestions of the
World Bank also causes
waterlogging, theyadded,

Chairman of Save the
Environment Movement Abu
Naser Khan, President ol
Bangladesh Institute ol

\J.r

METROPOLITAN/NEWS

Unplanned urbanisation
blamed for waterlogging

Planners Dr Sarwar Jahan, Prof
Zahir Uddin Chowdhury,
Director General of Haor and
Water bodies Development
Board Maj Golam Kibria Khan,
Engineer Shafiuddin Sarker
also spoke at the seminar
presided over by Vice
Chancellor of Buet Dr ANM
Shafiullah,

The experts also placed
some recommendations,
including effective steps (o
recover water bodies and
canals, preparing amaster plan
for drainage system, long-term
and short-term plan to remove
waterlogging and utilise rain-
waler,

Meanwhile, Citizen's Rights
Movement along with Sheba,
Green Voice and Sundar Jibon
also formed a human chain in
Hatir Jheel area yesterday
demanding removal of the
BGMEA Bhaban from the heart
ofthe Jheel.

Theyalso demanded imme-
diate steps to recover 43 canals
in the city to get rid of
walterlogging problem.

In a statement }"L"-;ll‘l‘ddy
Wasa said it had taken
enough preparations and
removed waterlogging from
the city within a short time on

July 27 following record
rainfall,
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Speakers at a roundtable
yesterday protested incorrect
information about and wrong
representation ol indigenous
people in school textbooks.
They also demanded that a
special committee comprising
indigenous people and experts
be formed to correct such
wrong information.
Development Initiative for
Inclusive People (DIIP) in
association with Shikkha
Shasthya Unnayan Karjakram
(SHISUK) organised the

| ties,

]unlif;fth .

Bangladesh
Press Council Chairman Justice |

roundtable on 'Ethnic minori-
indigenous people's
lifestyle: Our perspective’ atthe
National Press Club.
Presenting the keynote
paper, DIIP General Secretary
Chowdhury Ataur Rahman

|- Rana pointe doutthat the book
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full of mistakes about indige-

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

Correct wrong
textbooks

Speakers tell roundtable

nous people and that the
schoolchildren get totally
wrong impression of them by
reading these books.

He said that Incorrect
names of several indigenous
communities and the places
where they live have been
printed in the books. There are
discriminatory and stereo-
typed comments about the
lifestyle of the indigenous. The
illustrations in the books are
also discriminatory.

Apart from the textbooks,
‘Bangladesh at a Glance' pub-
lished by the Department of
Films and Publications, jour-
nals published by Parjatan
Corporation and even the
Banglapaedia have wrong
information, he said.

According to the last census
held in the year 1991, around
1.2 million indigenous people
live in Bangladesh and the total
number of indigenous ethnic
groups is 27, Non-government
organisations, however, put

info in

the number in between 4010 50
with around 3 million popula-
tion.

Jatindra Lal Tripura MP,
chairman of the Taskforce on
Refugee Affairs, emphasised
the need for constitutional
recognition of indigenous
people.

Dipankar Talukdar, state
minister for Chittagong Hill
Tracts Affairs, said request has
been sent to the education
ministry to take proper steps to
correct the mistakes.

He also said the govern-
ment has taken initiative to
change the name of Tribal
Cultural Institute to
Indigenous Cultural Institute.

Prof Sadeka Halim, Narayan
Chandra Chanda MP, Dr
Sheikh Abdus Salam, Dr
Rubaiyat Ferdous, Shaymol
Dutt, editor of the Bhorer
Kagoy, and Mardf O, exec'
utive leditorfof - the' AmaM

Shomoy, also spoke.

PHOTO STAR

Rajshahi University unit of Bangladesh Mahila Parishad organises a view exchange meeting at
Juberi Bhaban on the campus yesterday.

'Incidents of women repression
on rise in Rajshahi region’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Rajshahi University (RU) unit
of Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad (BMP) vyesterday
expressed concern over the
rise of women repression in

four districts -- Rajshahi,
Chapainawabganj, Natore
and Naogaon -- in the north-
ernregion inrecent months.
They said this at a view
exchange meeting with the
editors and the journalists of
local dailies at Juberi Bhaban

UNB, Dhaka
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No change in temperature likely

country, Met Office said.

b:Z8am tomorrow.

Celsiusat Sylhet.

City/Town

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty or squally wind is likely to occur at many
places over all the six divisions with moderately heavy to
heavy falls at places over Khulna, Chittagong and Barisal
divisions in next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

The sun sets in the capital at 7:41pm today and rises at

Country's highest temperature 36.0 degrees Celsius was
recorded vesterday at Jessore and lowest 24.1 degrees

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded
insome major cities and towns yesterday were;
Temperature in

Celsius

Max
Dhaka 33.7
Chittagong 29:9
Rajshahi 35.0
Khulna 34.0
Barisal 33.5
Sylhet 32,5

Humidityin
percentage
Min Morming Evening
25.6 73 70
25.0 90 89
264 89 73
27.0 85 76
25.0 92 77
24.) 88 84
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at the university.

It was revealed at the meet-
ing that 50 incidents of women
repression in July and 54
incidents in June were
recorded while the number
was not over 36 in previous
months. The modes of repres-
sion include torture and mur-
der for dowry, rape, abduc-
tion, and acid attack.

The incidents of repression
were recorded from five local
and national dailies. Out of 50
incidents in July, the highest 29
incidents occurred in Rajshahi
while eight I n
Chapainawabganj, seven in
Natore and sixin Naogaon.

The most appalling aspect
is that the oppressors are easily
managing corrupt police, court
officials and doctors to influ-
ence the investigation and trial
in their favour.

M Liakat Ali, editor of local
Bengla daily Sonali Sangbad, at
the programme opined that
social awareness and united
movement d[.,dl.ﬂhl women
repression are needed to
change the situation.

The BMP demanded proper
investigation into the murder
of RU student Nima Parvin, a
student of Management
department, and immediate
arrest of the killers.

RU unit general secretary
of BMP Dr Mahbuba Kanij
Keya, organising secretary
Kalpana Roy Bhowmik, legal
aid secretary Dr Nadira
Begum, and publicity secre-
tary Akhtar Jahan, among
others, spoke,

'Lease out
water bodies
to poor
fishermen'

UNH, Dhaka

Speakers at a seminar here
yesterday emphasised a com-
mon system for leasing out
government water bodies
among poor fishermen to
create employment opportu-
nities in rural areas,

They said it is necessary to
adopt a poverty focused and
environment-friendly policy
on government water body
management system through
inter-ministerial coordina-
tion.

They were addressing the
seminar titled 'Government
water body: Potential source
of poverty reduction, nutri-
tional food supply and
increase rural employment' at
Cirdap auditorium in the city.

They also called for creat-
Ing adatabase of water bodies,
as those are being misused or
grabbed for lack of inter-
ministerial coordination.

Fisheries and Livestock
Minister Abdul Latif Biswas

‘and 'Land Minister Rejaul

Karim' Hira addressed the
seminar jointly organised by
Fisheries Department and
Bangladesh Shrimp and Fish
Foundation.

Abdul Latif said if the coun-
try's 28000 water bodies could
be properly used through fish
farming, those would be the
most effective sources to cut
rural poverty.

The minister, however,
expressed his concern that the
production of spawn and fry
are declining due to the
changing environment in
water bodies due to filling up
ofriverbanks by encroachers.

He stressed the need for
increasing shrimp production
through using modern tech-
nology instead of expanding
farming areas.

Land Minister Rejaul Karim
said the government has
adopted a fresh fish policy to
increase the production so
that the country could export
fish meeting the local
demand.

He also emphasised on
inter-ministerial coordination
to properly manage the gov-
ernment water bodies.

Principal Secretary to
Prime Minister's office Abdul
Karim, Land Secretary
Ahsanul Fattah and BSFF
Chairman Syed Mahmudul
Haque, among others,
addressed the seminar.

Appeal for help

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Proysm st 1
Chakma, 33,

who hails
I A0 m
Khagra-
chhari, has
been suffer-
_ A ing from
kidney ailment.

He is currently under the
treatment of Dr Sarwar Igbal
of Birdem hospital in the city.
He needs dialysis twice a
week.

According to doctors his
both kidneys have stopped
functioning and he needs
immediate transplant which
will cost him around Tk 10
lakh.

But it is not possible for his
parents to arrange such a huge
amount of money for his
treatment.

So they have appealed to
well-to-do people of the soci-
ety for financial assistance to
save thelife of theirson.

Contributions can be sent
to Inu Chakma, Savings
Account No 4795, Bangladesh
Krishi Bank, Khagrachhari
Branch, Khagrachharl.
Cellphone numbers
01553740456 and
01925845334,

PHOTO: STAR
Different kinds of fishes put on display at the Matsya Fair 2009 that kicked off on the Shishu Academy
premises in the city yesterday.

Withdrawal of army from

CHT a positive step

Speakers say at BBC Sanglap

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Withdrawal of army from the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) to
implement the CHT Peace
Accord is a positive step, and
civil law enforcers should keep
the law and order situation
under control, said the speak-
ers at a BBC Bangladesh
Sanglapyesterday,
Commenting on the coun-
cil of ruling Awami League they
said the council did not follow
proper democratic principles.

They however hoped that
intra-party democracy would
be ensured gradually,

Regarding the Tipaimukh
Dam issue Finance Minister
Abul Mal Abdul Muhith said
four out of five names proposed
by BNP as specialist were not
specialistsatall.

"Only Dr Ainun Nishat is a
specialist in this regard, but he
had felt embarrassed to visit the
Tipaimukh site,” Muhith added.

The finance minister alleged
that BNP and Jamaat are now
trying to make Tipai a political
issue instead of trying to solve

the problem for the sake of the
country.

About the withdrawal of
army from CHT, Muhith said, “A
section of people were involved
in insurgency in the hill tracts,
but after the CHT accord they
discarded the insurgency, and
in line with the peace accord we
needed to withdraw army from
thearea.”

Dr Saira Khan, professor of
international relations at McGill
University in Canada, said there
1s no need to deploy extra troops
in the area, rather the existing
troops should be withdrawn
according to the peace accord
whichisyet to beimplemented.

BNP leader and former
minister Abdul Moyeen Khan
said theydid not scrap the peace
accord.

He also raised the question
why Awami League could not
implement the accord during
their tenure from 1997 to 2001.

“The: decision .10 deploy
army should be taken basing on
the need for security. If needed
army should be there and if not
they should not be there,” he

added.

Poet Asad Chowdhury said
nothing should be imposed on
anybody

“The hill people are also the
part of Bangladesh. So why
army should be deployed
there?” he posed a question.

About the AL council Muhith
said though none contested for
the post of general secretary it
was not the best way.

He hoped proper demo-
cratic norms would be main-
tained in all the tiers of the party.

He however said AL
President Sheikh Hasina and
General Secretary Syed Ashraful
[slam formed the committee
after discussing with the pary
leaders and activists.

Moyeen said proper demo-
cratic principle was not fol-
lowed in the AL council

He hoped that his parn_‘.‘
would select leadership™

through election.

The dialogue on the con-
temporary issues of the country
was organised by Bangla
Service of BBC.

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS MEET THIS WEEK

South Asian bodies to display
ideas to improve nutrition

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Civil society organisations
from across South Asia will
gather in Dhaka this week to
take part in a grant competi-
tion where they will display
some of the best and most
innovative ideas on how to
improve nutrition in the
region, says a press release.

The development market-
place (DM) competition is
hosted by World Bank (WB) and
is designed to showcase and
fund such innovative
approaches, focusing, espe-
cially on children under two
years of age and pregnant
womern.

The event styled 'Family and
Community Approaches to
Improve Infant and Young Child
Nutrition will bring together 60
civil society organisations from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sn Lanka
which will compete for 20

ts of up to $40,000 each to
implement theirideas.

“The scale of the under-
nutrition problem in South Asia
is alarming,” said Isabel M
Guerrero, vice-president of WB
South Asia region.

“Around 45 percent of South
Asian children are undernour-
ished which is 60 percent higher
than the under-nutrition rate of
Sub-Saharan Africa. We have all
seen the devastating effect of
poor nutrition. It robs a child of
a chance to succeed and live a
healthy, productive life and
contribute to national develop-
ment. We hope this initiative
will raise awareness and arm
people with knowledge and
information that can help
transform nutrition

mmes.”

The DM was launched in
February 2009 by reaching out
(0o communities across South
Asia seeking proposals for local,
small-scale projects with the
potential to be scaled up and
repllcated

In just over three months,
almost 1,000 civil society
organisations from across the
region submitted their propos-
als.

“This DM event will show-
case innovative approaches
that can be incorporated into
local and national nutrition
strategies and programming,”
said Andrea Vermehren, senior
social protection speclalist of
WH.

“Importantly, it will highlight
the need to empower women
within their families and com-
munities to address the socio-
cultural determinants of under-
nutrition.”

A number of prominent
organisations have partnered
with WB to support the South
Asia Regional Development
Marketplace, including Unicef,

Students to be
involved in tree
plantation:
Minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Primary and Mass Education
Minister Dr Afsarul Ameen
said measures to be taken to
involve students in ongoing
movement for tree plantation.

He said this while address-
ing as the chief guest at the
concluding ceremony of the
15-day tree fair in Chittagong
yesterday.

He called upon all to plant
and take care of plants to make
tree plantation campaign
across the country a success.

Department of Forest,
Chittagong north and district
administration organised the
fair at Chittagong Outer
Stadium as a part of the
National Tree Plantation
Programme and Tree Fair 2009.

A total of two lakh saplings of
different species of fruit, medic-
inal and tmber yielding trees
were sold at the fair where
government, non-government
and private nurseries setstalls.

Conservator of forest Anwar
Hossain, Prof Dr Mohammad
Al-Amin and Prof Dr
Mohammad Kamal Hossain of
Institute of Forestry and
Environmental Science,
Chittagong University,
Bangladesh Forest Research
Institute official Dr ATM Emdad
Hossain were the special guests
at the programme.

Later, the minister gave away
certificates and crests among
the participants at the tree fair.

Aronyak Nursery secured
the first prize while Cosmo
Nursery and Banorupa Nursery
second and third prize respec-
tively among the participants at
the fair.

WFP Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation Gates Foundation,
PepsiCo, Micronutrient
Ininative (M), GTZ (Germany)
and Global Alliance for
Improved Nutrition (GAIN).

DM is a competitive grant
programme that uses a partici-
patory process to identify and
support grassroofs initiatives
with innovative approaches to
solving challenging develop-
mentissues. Since 1998, DM has
awarded more than $54 million

In grants.

Obituary
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Prof ANM
Abdul
Mannan
Khan of
Arabic
department
of Dhaka
University
passed away due to diabetics
and old-age complications at
Combined Military Hospital
in the city yesterday at the age
of 66, says a press release.

He left behind his wife, four
sons, five daughters and a host
of relatives to mourn his
death.

His namaz-e-janaza was
held at DU Central Mosque
after Asr prayers yesterdayand
later his body was taken to his
village home for burial.

DU Vice Chancellor Prof
AAMS Arefin Siddique
expressed profound shock at
his death. He also prayed for
salvation of the departed soul
and conveyed sympathy to the
bereaved family members.

AbulMansur Ahmed Khan
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Abul Mansur Ahmed Khan,
nephew of Mohiuddin Khan
Mohon, deputy publicity
secretary of BNP, passed away
due to a cardiac attack in
United Arab Emirate on July 26
at the age of 28, says a press
release.

In a condolence message,
BNP Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain
expressed deep shock at his
death and conveyed sympa-
thy to the members of the
bereaved family.
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