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Samarijit’s folk fascination

TAKIR HOSSAIN
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Samarijit Roy Chowdhury is one of the
prominent figures in the Bangladeshi
art circuit and is known for the folk
motifs in his works. The artist has
carved a niche for himself with his
hallmark style.

Folk art is quite popular in the sub-
continent. Many artists start their
journey with folk art and it generally
encapsulates the identity, custom and
language of a particular place or com-
munity. Needless to say, folk elements
are in abundance in the works of our
maestros like Zainul Abedin, Qamrul
Hassan, SM Sultan, Qayyum
Chowdhury, Rashid Chowdhury and
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Abdus Shakoor Shah. Contemporary
artistes are also experimenting with
folk motfs with an urban approach,
and this is certainly contributing to
enriching Bangladeshi art. Apart from
folk motils, Bangladesh doesn't really
have any other background.

Samarjit has always had a great
passion tor art. As a child he recalls
going to fairs and buying clay horses
and elephants, various types of dolls
and such. Samajit likes to incorpo-
rate many things in his works. His
recurring motifs are birds, Kkites,
leaves, wild flowers, boats, plants
and fish. Scribbles and thick lines
are crisscrossed over his paintings.
His lines are not polished at all. The
uneven lines create an individual

language, highlighting a rural
essence.

Samarjit uses primary colours and
lines to create a flavour of bucolic
Bengal, He draws inspiration from
indigenous objects such as Lokkhi-
shora and poto chitra. His lines and
colours are also motivated by clay
dolls and ancient ballads. His works
present a combination of traditional
and modern geometric, abstract
forms.

Samarjit also has a propensity for
portraying female forms in semi-
realistic or realistic manner, The

colours frequently used are azure, red,
black, yellow and emerald green,
Samarjit indulges in nostalgia,

was carefree, Catching fish, flying kites
were part of that period of bliss and
these elements are also an integral
partofhis paintings

Acrylic, pastel, oil and mixed media
are predominately used in his works.
Adroit application of light and shades
are evident. Besides restless curves,
geometric forms, rectangular-
triangular and broken lines make his
images noteworthy., Playing with
forms is Samarjit's forte,

Among the avant-garde second
generation ol contemporary artists
in Bangladesh, Samajit seeks 1o
represent our culture, heritage and
traditions. As a painter, he believes
he has certain responsibilities to the

Leela Naidu: An icon of Indian

cinema passes away

PALIAB BHATTACHAR YA,
New Delhi

-------------------------------------------

As the icon of beauty and
acting prowess, she was not in

the same league as Suchitra

Sen or Madhubala but if there
is a heroine who could come
close to them, it was Leela
Naidu, the yesteryear actress,
who died in Mumbai last
luesday at the age of 69 after a
prolonged illness

lalk to watchers of Hindi
films of 1960s, you can bet
will remember Leela
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going back to his childhood when life

motherland.

they
Naidu as one of the most
beautiful actresses of her time.
Before that -- in 1954 to be
precise -- the Vogue magazine
had voted her as one af the 10
most beautiful Indian women.

Borm in 1940 to an Indian
father and a European mother,
Leela Naidu made her film
debut with Hrishikesh
Mukherjee's “Anuradha” in
1960 opposite Balraj Sahni
Leela played the role of a
devoted but Cinderella wife of
an idealistic doctor who
decides to dedicate himself to
the service of rural population.

“Anuradha”™ won the
national award for best film
and Leela's perlormance
caught the attention of critics.

leela Naidu went on to act
in RK Nayvar's “Yeh Raastey
Hain Pyaar Ke" -- her most
talked-about movie -- oppo-
site Sunil Dutt and Ismail
Merchant-James Ivory's
inaugural production “The
Householder” opposite a
young Shashi Kapoor (both
filmsin 1963).

Merchant-Ivory's film “The
Guru” in 1969, Leela Naidu had
also appeared in “Baaghi” (with
Pradeep Kumar), director Nitin
Bose's “Umeed” (with Ashok

Kllw ukherjee). #,Illh[ﬂdb’ﬂfhe”““%
3 hiatus, Légla ™" Le¢la Naidu later m

Naidu was again seen in Shyam
Benegal's “Trikaal” in 1985 play-
ing the role of a Goanese woman
whose clanisonthededline.
Leela Naidu's personal life
was tumultuous. Her first

Bikki Oberoi, scion of the
famous Oberoi family owning
Oberoi group of hotels across
India, ended in a break-up.
Adding to her woe, she lost the

writer Dom Moares but the
relationship lasted just 10 years,

After the role in Benegal's
film, Leela Naidu became a
recluse and was seldom seen
in public in Mumbai, the hub

Besides doingasmall rolein  marriage to leading hotelier ofHindicinema.
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Solo Musical Solo Art Dance Art Exhibition

Soiree Exhibitio Performance Title: SHOMOKAL-2 \
Singer: Fakir Alamgir Title: Drowning: Is There Felicitation for Rahija Venue: Galleri Kaya ,

Organiser: Amra Time for Love? ltmmﬂjg; and Uttara

S khi Artist: Monica Jahan Bose slaging of 'Chitrangads’ ;

\‘:r?r:ul’o:at Sufia Kamal Venue: Alilance Francaise Organiser: B.nnglnd-h mﬂﬂm1mm 1

Auditorium, National of Dhaka, 26, Mirpur Road Dance Artists’ Association . :

Musuem Dhanmondi ml: National Theatre Al e TV B

Date: August 1 Date: July 23-Aug 5 nmSNpah'i:hudﬁw

Time: 6pm Time: 5-0pm Time: pm
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