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Taliban call for boycott
of Afghan election

AFP, Kandahar

Alghanistan’s Taliban movement yester-
day ordered voters to boycott August
elections and wage holy war to "free” the
country from Western troops, raising the
stakesin theirlethal insurgency.

Thelatestin a surge of attacks killed eight
Afghan soldiers and guards, raising concern
that insecurity will see poor voter umout
and jeopardise the legitimacy of the August
20 presidential and provincial polls.

of going to fake election centres, they
must go to Jihadi trenches, and through
resistance and Jihad (haly war) they must
free their invaded country from the
invaders,” itsaid.

It called for attacks on "enemy cen-
tres”, understood to refer mainly to bases
of Western and Afghan forces who are
allied in battle against the Taliban-led
insurgency that peaked this year with
record attacks.

The Taliban did not, however, directly

ment and civilian vehicles, and they must
inform people,” it said.

The Taliban have previously called for
a boycott of the polls, a landmark in the
US and Nato-led drive to move
Afghanistan towards democracy after
decades of war, but this was their most
inflammatory statement so far before the
vote.

The militia regularly calls for "Jihad"
against the government and the US-
dominated military forces backing the

boat from the South on
Thursday after it accidentally
strayed into the North's waters,
officials said, amid tensions on
the peninsula over Pyongyang's
nuclear programme.

Seoul asked the North to

who has come under intense
media scrutiny in recentmonths
as a possible successor. Some
protesters carried signs calling
for the immediate release of the
fishingboat and crew.

The Unification Ministry,

invaded MI5's official website,
itemerged last night.
According to the Daily
Express, the gang rigged the
site so the identity of visitors
could be stolen and viruses
downloaded on to their

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
New Delhi

With only a week to go before
the first parliament session of
the new government ends,
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi

demands of the people there,"
she said.

"As 1 said on an earlier occa-
sion, we have been given a
decisive mandate and people
expect us to fulfil their aspira-
tions. It is for us now to deliver
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Since 2003 Katalyst has achieved significant jobs and income impact by
increasing the competitiveness of micro, small and medium sized enterprises in
selected urban and rural sectors.

Katalyst has been working in the media sector with the goal of increasing
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apparently because its satellite
navigation system malfunc-
tioned, an official at South
Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said.

The official, who spoke on
customary condition of ano-
nymity, said the boat was taken
to North Korea's eastern port of
Jangjon, justnorthof the border.

In the wake of the seizure,
dozens of demonstrators gath-
eéred in central Seoul to
denounce the North. Some
bumed a North Korean flag and

we promised’,

Sonia, who backed Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh's
declaration there was no dilu-
tion of the national consensus
On countering terrorism ema-
nating from Pakistan, reminded
the MPs to not forget the deci-
sive mandate that had voted the
government back to power.

“You will be soon going back
to your constituencies and
states. | am sure you will keep in
touch with your constituency
and attend to the needs and

Baikonur space centre in
Kazakhstan, Russian military
spokesman Alexander Vovk
said, according to the Interfax
Jewsagency.

“Six satellites, namely the
DubaiSat-1, Deimos 1, UK-
DMC 2, Nanosat 1B, AprizeSat
3, AprizeSat 4 were put in orbit
by the Russian launcher
Dnepr,” Vovk said. The rocket
was launched at 10:46 pm

Moscow time (1846 GMT), he
added. -

the matter, Lee said. North
Korea's state news agency,
monitored in Seoul, did not
mentionthe seizure,

Relations between the two
Koreas deteriorated last year
after a pro-US, conservative
government took office in
Seoul, advocating a tougher
policy on the North. In retalia-
tion, Pyongyang cut off ties and
halted all major joint projects
except a joint industrial com-
plex located just across the
border in North Korea.

ever increasing and rightly so,”
Soniasaid.

"It is no longer a matter of a
hand pump here and there, or a
culvert or a kutccha (unpaved)
road. People demand better
infrastructure, all-weather
roads, functioning schools and
hospitals, skill-training facilities
andjobs."

Sonia asked all ministers to
take out time to assist MPs,
especially in developmental
works in their respective
constituencies.

o
e introduce business journalism courses in public and private universities
e support broadcast media channels and media houses to develop business

programs

e facilitate the formation of Business Reporter's Network (BRN) and exchange

program between journalists and local businesses

For further information regarding the study, please contact the Monitoring and
Impact Assessment (M&IA) Group Manager at 8861416 (Ext 254). Interested firms
are requested to send in their “Expression of Interest” elaborating their expertise
and suitability for this assignment. Applications should be addressed to the Group
Director, M&IA Group, Katalyst, House 20, Road 6, Baridhara, Dhaka.
Requests should be submitted by Aug 6 2009. Only short listed candidates will be
notified of a meeting to discuss methodology and terms of reference.




