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TRIAL OF WAR CRIMINALS

Analyse process of trials
to make laws relevant

Say international experts on war crimes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

International experts on war
crimes trial yesterday recom-
mended carrying out com-
parative analysis and
research on the process of
such trials held in different
countries to make the exist-
ing law in Bangladesh alaw of
the 21stcentury.

“We must guarantee or
strive for extensive require-
ments for transparency and
education, equal and concur-
rent legal and social analysis,
and protection against politi-
cal exploitation,” said Helmut
Scholz, a member of EU par-
llament. ‘

"For the crimes in
Bangladesh, a legal analysis
similar to the Cambodian

model, combined with inter-
pational support, i1s highly
recommendable. A mix of
pational and international
gourts can focus on the stan-
dards of independence and
gransparency, and also protect
against political exploitation,”
he added.

Helmut Scholz said this
while presenting a paper on
International law and peace-
making' at the second plenary
session of the 2nd
International Conference on
‘Genocide, Truth and Justice’,
organised by Liberation War
Museum inthe city.

Dr Syed Anwar Hossain

sented another paper on
ﬁnucide in Bangladesh,
1971: Fixing Responsibility'.
prof Chanwahn Kim of

Graduate School of
International and Area
Studies, Seoul presided over
the session.

Another paper on '‘Docu-
ments and statements from
the Pakistan Press in 1971" by
Ahmed Salim was also pre-
sented atthe session.

Speaking on the occasion,
former ambassador Wali-ur
Rahman called on the govern-
ment to ratify the
International Criminal Court.

The speakers emphasised
giving broad entitlement fo
investigative research and
investigative journalism to
create an educational climate
inpublicdebates.

They also emphasised that
different issues should be
debated such as the demand

for legal reparations, the
question of the origins of
violence and reconciliation.

"It is the state's job to
secure the structures which
allow for open cultural recon-
ciliation, such as here, in the
Liberation War Museum,”
Scholzsaid.

At the third session, Prol
Chanwahn Kim presented a
paper on 'The role of India on
the prisoners of the Korean
war'; Constanze Oehlrich and
Nafia Tasnim Din presented a
paper on 'Victims unit and
role of the victims in the
Cambodian court of Trial’;
while Bina D'Costa presented
a paper on 'Gender-Sensitive
Justice Mechanism'.

Halina Wawzyinak pre-
sided over the session,
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PHOTO STAR

The road at Kalyanpur Natun Bazar lies in dilapidated condition for long, causing immense suffering to the locals. The photo was

taken yesterday.
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Ganatantri Party forms a human chain at Muktangan in the city yesterday demanding reinvestiga-

tioninto the death of Md Nurul Islam.

Fresh probe
into death of
Nurul Islam
demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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The leaders of Bangladesh Trade
Union Centre (BTUC) deman-ded
impartial reinvestigation into the
death of Md Nurul Islam, former
president of Ganatantri Party and
BTUC, and exemplary punishment
to the culprits.

They placed the demand from a

human chain formed at Muktangan
in the city vesterday, says a press
release.

Theyalleged that a vested quarter

continued pressure on Nurul Islam
as he got the grand alliance ticket for
contesting in the last parliamentary
election from Noakhali-1. The con-
spiracy ended through hisdeath by a

mystenous fire.

PHOTO STAR

The investigation committee

formed by the government was
partial and not acceptable. We
demand an impartial reinvestiga-
tion into the death and punishment

to the culprits, theysaid.
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| Workéhbp on

apparel fashion
begins at Uttara

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Alliance Francaise de Dhaka
hosted its 1st 'Appreciation
Workshop and Training
Course' of three months'
duration on the basics of
apparel fashion design and
ramifications in the ready-
made garment (RMG) mer-

?rchandising continuum on

Wednesday at its Urtara
Antenne.

Martinets, a consulting
house, will conduct the work-
shop. Jacues Bounin,
directeur-adjunct of Alliance
Francaise, opened the course,
saying that the effort of
Alliance Francaise would
hopefully be contributive to
the Bangladesh RMG sector
revampinginitiatives.

Under a kind corporate
modality, it is intended to
provide excellence in human
resource development in the
RMG at low cost to the stu-
dents in the middle-class
community with a mix of
cooperationand support.

This is specially suitable for
those who find it difficult to
get opportunities of good
training for economic reasons
from a good training house.

Martinets Chairman AKM
Kamaluddin Chowdhury,
Director FH Khan and Al-
Arafah Bank Director Harun-
Ar-Rashid Khan were present
at the programme,
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before young
generation: Zillur

BSS, Dhaka

President Zillur Rahman
yesterday underscored the
need for presenting the true
history of the War of
Liberation of the country
before the young generation
so that they can grow up
being imbued with patrio-
tism.

‘It's our responsibility to
build our young generation
with the spirit of the War of
Liberation,” he said while
addressing a gathering of the
winners of national cultural
competition of

Bangabandhu Shishu
Kishore Mela at
Bangabhaban in the city.

He said the children
would feel proud of the coun-
try ifthey are able to know its
glorious history of the inde-
pendence.

“The glorious history of
our War of Liberation will
encourage the young gener-
ation to perceive their
responsibilities for people,”
he said.

Zillur hoped that today's
young generation could
make immense contribution
to the nation-building pro-
cess to know the life and

work of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and the
independence of the coun-
try.

Quoting Bangabandhu as
saying "I need golden people
to build the golden Bangla”®,
the president said by 'golden
people’, Bangabandhu
meant a citizen with honesty,
competency and intelli-
gence.

Congratulating the win-
ners, he urged the young
generation to acquire noble
qualities of good citizens for
becoming a patriotic and
worthy citizen.

Referring to Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's
declared 'Charter of Change'
for bringing smiles among
the distressed people, he
hoped that the youths would
show their talent and cre-
ativeness in implementing
the goal.

Chief Adviser of
Bangabandhu Shishu
Kishore Mela Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, Adviser Prof Dr
AK Azad Chowdhury, Chief
Patron Meer Mosharraf
Hossain Pakbir and
President Meah Monsaf
were presentat the function.
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|'HC asks govt to

give upgraded
pay scale to 254
BCS (Agri) cadres

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yester-
day in a verdict directed the
government to provide the
upgraded pay scale and all
arrear benefits to 254 BCS
(Agriculture) cadre officials
allowing their selection grade
since January 8, 1994.

The HC bench of Justice Md
Miftah Uddin Choudhury and
Justice Abu Bakar Siddiquee
delivered the verdict upon a
writ petition jointly filed by
254 BCS (Agriculture) cadre
officials.

Petitioners' lawyer
Advocate Salahuddin Dolon
yesterday told The Daily Star
that his clients had completed
their 10-year service in the
class one posts on January 8,
1994, but on that day only the
BCS (Administration) cadre
officials were given the bene-
fits of the selection grade
denying the same to his cli-
ents.

The deprived 254 BCS
(Agriculture) cadre officials
filed the writ petition with the
HC challenging the govern-
ment's discriminatory deci-
sion last year, he said.

He said the HC inits verdict
also declared the govern-
ment's decision discrimina-
toryand illegal.
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Breastfeeding can prevent one-third
of neonatal deaths a year: Experts

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Experts at a press briefing yes-
terday said initiation of breast-
feeding within one hour of birth
can preventone-third ofneona-
tal deaths in the country every
year.

They also disclosed that
around 240 under-five children
die every day for not having
breastfeeding properly.

To mark the Global
Breastfeeding Week 2009 from
August 1 to 7, Bangladesh
Breastfeeding Foundation
(BBF) in association with Save
the Children organised the
press briefing at the National
Press Clubin thecity.

With the theme 'Breastieed-
ing a vital emergency response:
Are you ready?', the week would
be observed across the country
and elsewhere in the world with
ark aun 1o make _people, espe-
cially the;mothers, aware that
breastfeeding i1s a must for
under-five children during
disaster to avoid different dis-
eases, includingdiarrhoea.

Stressing the need for breast-
feeding, Dr Ganesh Chandra
Sarker, director (IEM) of

Directorate of Family Planning,
said only breast milk contains
alone around 2,000 ingredients
which is a must to increase the
body's resistance power of a
child as well as to develop its
brain and physical structure.
“Butignorantly, we dowrong
practice to feed the children

power milk instead of breast-
feeding. As aresult, hundreds of
children die every year due to
malnourishment,” he added.
Expressing grievance, BBF
Adviser Prof MQK Talukder said
proper breastfeeding helps
reduce child mortality signifi-
cantly, but no governments

DCC signs

UPPRP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) with
UPPRP to work in partnership
to reduce urban poverty in the
DCC area.

DCC Mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka was present at
the signing ceremony at a city
hotel yesterday.

The MoU was signed with an
aim to improve living standard
of the poor especially women
and childrenlivinginits area.

Richard Geier, interna-
tional project director of

MoU with

UPPRP, DCC Chief Executive
Officer Nurul Haque, DCC
Secretary BM Enamul Haque
and DCC Chief Slum
Development Officer Khanda-
ker Millatul Islam were pres-
ent at the programme.

Around 30 lakh urban poor
living in 30 ciues (Six city
corparations.and 19 munici-
palitieg)'will come under a
project funded by UNDP,
DFID and the government.
The Tk 816 crore project "Ur-
ban partnership for poverty
reduction project’ started on
October 2008 and will con-
tinue till 2015.

took any effective steps to Intro-
duce proper diet for children,
especially in terms of breast-
feeding.

He alleged that some
unscrupulous milk traders and
doctors for their self-interest
encouraged the mothers to
have their children powder
milk.

Saying that there is no alter-
native to breastfeeding for
children, Prof Talukder stressed
the need to create massive
awareness through different
programmes to reduce child
mortalityrate

Child specialist Sufiya
Khatun, who is also the BBF
trustee, said, “Dunng disasters,
some foreign countries donate
powdered milk as relief for the
children which should be
stopped and instead, those
country can send foodstufis for
mother which n:iUhJ:lmwmdu Clr vy
milk. ; i

Dr Muhammad Mohsin Ali,
nutrition specialist of Unicef, Dr
Riad Ahmed of Save the
Children, Prof Samina
Chowdhury, vice chairman of
BBE, and Dr SK Roy, chairper-
son, also spoke at the bnefing.

HC asks Ershad
to allow Eric to

meet mother
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday
directed former military ruler
HM Ershad to allow his son Enic
Ershad to meet his (Eric) mother
Bidisha for two hours on alter-
nate Saturdayin every 15 days.

The HC in its interim order
said Eric and Bidisha will met
each other in the afternoon from
next Saturday at Baridhara
residence of Advocate
Mahbubur Rahman, a lawyer for
Ershad.

Awrit petition filed by Bidisha
said Ershad has been illegally
keeping Eric in his custody for
more than four years and not
allowing her to meet Eric since
January 2008.

The HC bench of Justice Syed
Mahmud Hossain and Justice
Quamrul Islam Siddiqui also
directed the family court con-
cermned to expeditiously dispose
of the case filed by Bidisha seek-
ingherson Ericto her custody.

After hearing, the court came
up with the directions and dis-
posed of the writ petition.

Bidisha's lawyer Dr
Shahdeen Malik told The Daily
Star that he is hopeful that the
family court will dispose of the
case filed by Bidisha within three
months, following the HC direc-
tive.

Ershad’'s lawyer Advocate
Sheikh Muhammad Sirajul Islam
said he will advise his client to
send his son Eric to meet Bidisha
for two hours in every 15 days as
perthe HC directives.

Bidisha filed a writ petition
on May 11 with the HC seeking a
direction upon Ershad to hand
over Enc toher custody.

The perttioner also said
earlier they reached a compro-
mise through their lawyers after
their divorce in 2005 that Eric
would remain in the custodies of
both of them for one week by
rotation.

Driving course
for policewomen
starts today

UNB, Dhaka

A driving course aimed at creat-
ing a pool of drivers amongst
policewomen will start today at
Rajarbagh Police Line in the city.
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Commissioner AKM Shahidul
Huq will inaugurate the course
at 3:30pm. DMP organised the
course, saysapresrelease.
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Know Bangladesh Better

Read Star Insight, a fortnightly

publication of

The Baily Star

It's coming out

twice a month every
alternate Saturday along
with our regular Issue.
The current issue
(August 01, 2009)
covers stories from
Khulna, Jessore, Sirajganj,

Sylhet & Pabna

Coming out Tomorrow.
Ask your hawker for your copy

P ight

Rafi Hossain

Seng your comments & contribution o

19 Karwan Bazar, Dhaka- 1215, Bangladesh, Fax: 880-2-8125155
emall: starinsight€@thedailystar net
www thedailystar netinsight

=3 Why MPH at AIUB?

A For excellent career opportunities, it provides
modern classrooms with all facilities
* & Well experienced and overseas trained - qualified

A Internship facilities at renowned organizations
including UN-supported programs
j;:-; A Career development opportunities from UN (UNDP,
UNICEF, WHO, UNFPA, UNAIDS, UNODC etc),
International (ICDDR,B, FHI,CARE etc.) and National

B A A modern library with up-to-date journals, .
=% Majors include
. Epidemiology | Occupational and Environmental Health .

Reproductive Health | Hospital Management | Health X

Management | Dental Public Health | Health Promotion and >
Health Education | Research Methodology

Only Fridays & Saturdays Classes 3:00 pm to 900 pm
Applications clesr € Avgust 2009, Adwesuion fxam 11 Aagust 2009

ADMISSION INFORMATION OFFICE:
81/B, Road 4, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banan, Dhaka
Phone: 8815387, 9897387, 8811749, 5894229 Bxt. 100, 200
MPH PROGRAM OFFICE: 55/8, Road 21, Kemal Ataturk A
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