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Giantpandas | Sifchs and Hindus dread

at further risk

after sichuan | Tgliban tax in Pakistan

quake

AFP, Washingion

More than 60 percent of the
wild giant panda population
in China's Sichuan province
was affected by the powerful
gquake that rocked the region
and killed thousands in May
2008, a study said Monday.

Fcologists also found that
the massive 8.0-magnitude
earthquake, which triggered
huge landslides across the
region’s mountainous terrain
and left nearly 87,000 people
de-d or missing, destroyed
poarly a quarter of panda
habitat close to the tremor's
épicentre.

AFP, Peshawar

Sitting on a broken chair
outside a Sikh temple in a
crowded part of Peshawar,
Aman Deep Singh is frantic
about his future after losing
his business in Pakistan's
tribal district of Khyber.

When the Taliban gave
Sikhs and Hindus an ultima-
tum -- leave the land of your
forefathers or pay an Islamic
fax in protection money --
Singh packed up and left his
native Tirah valley for
Peshawar.

"We were living under fear.
Fear of militants, fear of
Lashkar-e-Islam and fear of
other armed groups,” said

Singh, his hair swept up in a
turban, a long beard touching
his abdomen and thick mous-
tache covering his upperlip.

He swapped a general store
in the mountains for unem-
ployment in the northwest
capital, where he struggles to
feed the nine members of his
family. Aman Deep 1s a fake
name. He wants his real name
hidden for his security.

As light fades to dusk, Sikhs
gather for evening prayers at
the Joga Singh gurdwara (tem-
ple) in a narrow street of
Peshawar's Dabgari bazaar,
Fach man removes his shoes,
washes his feet in a small pool
of water and covers his head.

"I am not the only one.

About 400 Sikh and 57 Hindu
families migrated from (the
town of) Bara and Tirah," said
Singh.

Sikhs and Hindus are tiny
communities in Pakistan. In
the last year, hundreds have
fled their homes after receiv-
ing death threats from the
Taliban and other militant
groups in an increasingly
unstable northwest,

After US troops invaded
Afghanistan in 2001, Taliban
and al-Qaeda ideologues fled
to Pakistan, where they have
increasingly focused their
campaign and where 2,000
people have perished in
bomb attacks over the past
two years.

This picture taken on July 9 shows a Pakistani Sikh businessman tending to his shop in Peshawar.
Last year hundreds of Sikhs and Hindus have fled disparate communities after demands for protec- !
tion tax from non-Muslims and receiving death threats by Taliban and other militant groups in an
increasingly unstable northwest.

Sarkozy gets
all clear after
health scare

AFP, Paris

A smiling French President
Nicolas Sarkozy left a Paris mili-
tary hospital yesterday after
doctors gave him a clean bill of
health and said he had collapsed
while jogging through simple
fatigue.

Sarkozy left the Val de Grace
hospital hand in hand with his
supermodel wife Carla Brum-
Sarkozy, thanked medical staft
and waved to journalists before
getting into his official car and
being driven off.

His office issued a statement
confirming that doctors had
found no sign of heart or neuro-
logical trouble and had diag-
nosed the 54-year-old as having
suffered a minor fainting epi-
sode caused by overwork
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~ With a chiallenge 1o the media | AFp, 7ehran "A chdotic day for the gov- ' Ahmadinejad to "contol “his
and Washington, and a list of ernment,” thundered the front- nerves.”
herachievements for thestate, | Iranian President Mahmoud page headline of the conserva- "It looks as if he is intention-
Sarah Palin has stepped down | Ahmadinejad was grappling tive Tehran Emrouz newspaper  ally bringing tension to the 3
as Alaska governor, but gave | yesterday with a new political after the weekend cabinet country. If the removal of the 3
few clues about where she is | crisis that has weakened his drama. minister is because of this 2
headed. standing even among his hard- The Mehr news agency (objections to Rahim Mashaie's e
"It is because I love Alaska | line supporters as he prepares quotedan "informedsource”as appointment) it is an ugly act B
this much, sir, that I feel it 1S | tounveilanewgovernment. saying Intelligence Minister because then it becomes a A
my duty to avoid the unpro- Ahmadinejad has come Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejeie  personal matter and has noth- S
ductive, typical politics-as- | underfire overthesackingofhis was sacked following a "verbal ing to do with the country's
usual - lame duck session in | intelligence ministeronSunday quarrel” with Ahmadinejad ata interests.”
one's last year in office," said | and was dealt another blow cabinet meeting over his con- The appointment of
Palin, who was the state's | when his culture minister quit troversial pick for first vice Mashaie, who last year pro-
youngest governor and first | over what he said was a weak-  president. voked controversy by saying
: female governor. ened government. Esfandiar Rahim Mashaie Iran was a "friend of the Israeli |
3 L T "With this decision now I Iran has been in turmoil finallysteppeddownasfirstvice people,” had angered hardlin-
| will be able to fight even | since Ahmadinejad's bitterly president on Saturday after the ers even in Ahmadinejad's own
harder foryou, forwhatisright | disputedre-electioninajunel2 all-powerful Khamenei inter- camp.
and for truth. And I have never | presidential poll triggered a vened in the cnsis and person- "Dismissal the conse-
felt you need a title to do all | wave of mass public protests ally ordered Ahmadinejad to quence of objecting to
that," Palin told a cheering | and the worst unrest since the dismisshim. Ahmadinejad,” was the head-
crowd ata state picnic. 1979 Islamic revolution. Fjeie's dismissal hassetoffa line in the hardline Khabar
But her farewell address in T'he post-election chaos has  chorus of criticism even among  newspaper.
Fairbanks, Alaska, Sunday, less | also exposed deep divisions the conservative wing in Iran MP Mousalreza Servat said K
SR tl;ja:& ;t.lhmnn[h a[IE"(Ti ::l;er 'i.v]nhin the rblll'“ng ;;ir:irlin the ];ugtt)da}-'shef_meAl_‘unadri\nejudtlf ﬁgmmz, ?iad k';;:t::::; t[::;r W
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Outgoing Alasﬁka{Gauemor Sarah P:EI'II'I{L] and her hu_sband Todd (C) congratulate incoming Go?rernor Sean Parnell during the anlnual resign[:]tinn onJuly3, provided | critici :m AT .ok GE] y and then set about f[mn%ng a "correcthisbehavioursothathe N
Governor’s Picnic on Sunday at Pioneer Park in Fairbanks, Alaska. Sean Parnell was sworn in as the new Governor and Craig E.  jittle insight into her plans | Ahmadinejad butalso supreme newcabinet. follows the leader's opinion
Campbell the new Lieutenant Governor. upon leaving office. leader Ayatollah AliKhamenesi. MP Ali Motahari urged seriously.”
h f 1l Hillary insists ties with killed lice fiech
Irag short of 1.5 million y 65 killed as police fight
h N Obama are strong Ni . Isl .
Ouses ’ Says U AFP, Washington in her boss's shadow, but lgerlan S amlStS
Hillary insisted they have "a
AFP, Baghdad ing stock is around 2.8 million homes, a short- | Hillary Clinton sought once greatrelationship.” AFP, Kano the neighbouring states of Bauchi and Yobe,
fall of at least 1.5 million houses, while more | again Sunday to dispel specu- "We have an incredibly adding that new clashes were raging in nearby
lraq has a housing shortfall of 1.5 million than half of Iraq's urban population was living | lationshe hasarockyrelation- candid and open exchange,” Radical Islamists torched a police headquar- Borno state.
homes and the situation will worsen in the iInslum-likeconditions. ship with President Barack Clinton said on the NBC net- | ters, a church and a customs office, residents "They (militants) are out there in Maidugun
corning years as more and more Iraqis migrate Irag's lack of housing is likely to become | Obama, her adversary in last work's "Meetthe Press.” said Monday, as police put the death toll in (Borno) now, battling with the police,”
tocities, the United Nations said yvesterday. even more of a problem, the UN said, because year's White House race who “I see him usually several | weekend religious clashes in northern Nigeria Nigeria's police chief told a news conference in
The country also requires an additional the urban population is expected to double by | picked her as secretary of times a week, at least once | at6b. the capital Abuja.
4,000 primary schools, while half of the 15,000- 2030, state. one-on-one. And I'm ready to "Five policemen have been killed, one Residents of the town of Gamboru-Ngala in
odd schools already in use require major reha- Planning Minister Ali Baban wrote in a fore- Media speculation has offermyadvice.” police station burnt and 60 Talibans killed," Borno state said heavily armed members of the
®  bilitation, the UN's urban developmentagency word to the report that Iraq "has an increasing | persisted about tensions Hillary stressed she under- | police Inspector-General Ogbonna Onovo told  sect stormed the town and went on the ram-
said in a report outlining its plans in Iraq over housing shortage ... and crumbling infrastruc- between the two formerrivals, stood "that the election is | reporters, referring to a Nigerian Islamist sect page, burning a police headquarters, a church
the next three years. ture and basic services, the result of years of war, | with suggestions she has been over" and she has no designs styled on Afghanistan’s Taliban. and a customs post in the early hours of
UN-HABITAT noted that [raq’s total hous- neglectandlack of sufficient investment.” a disgruntled chief diplomat ontheWhite House. He said the death toll related to clashes in Monday.



