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Court rejects

Berlin ready

1 killed as bomb

Business leaders

bail plea of goes off in
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Mohammad Shah Alam, chief
of the four-member sub-
committee told The Daily Star
aftera committee meeting.
"The sub-committee
thinks there is no necessity to
hear the former adviser's
version of things, as officials of
the ministry concerned, and
the chairman of Chittagong
Port gave clear evidence of
wrongdoings by former
adviser Matin,” Shah Alam

added.

Omar Farukh, alleged to the
sub-committee that Matin
committed corruption In
awarding the job to Ishak
Brothers.

The parliamentary body
was also told by Masud Elahi
that the erstwhile shipping
adviser also unilaterally
increased the age limit for
shipping pilots to 60 from 57,
ignoring government service

Pak jets kill 13

rejected the bail petitions of
three detained Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) personnel in
connection with a case filed
against them on charges of
snatching Tk 10.86 lakh from a
man after threatening to kill
him.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Dilara Alo Chandana passed
the order after hearing both
sides.

Union had welcomed the state
of emergency promulgated on
January 11, 2007 to avert
bloody violence on the streets
and 'dangerous' political
confrontation.

He said generally they do
not support any state of emer-
gency, but at that time in
Bangladesh his government
did not see anything better
than that.

"But we wanted the care-

be a matter of the past. We
want to see a strong govern-
ment and cooperation among
parties in parliament,” he said.

The ambassador said
positive political signals are
needed to attract foreign
investment.

“Combating corruption, a
truly Anti-Corruption
Commission and a strong
independent Election
Commission as well as strong

least two were injured in a
blast while making bomb on

Saturday night.

The incident occurred in a
house at Jogandarpara
Bagdanga village in Sadar
upazila of the district,

The deceased was identi-
fied as Nefazul, 30. And the
injured are Aminul Islam
Ranga, 25, and Suman, 25. All
the three are from that village.

of Commerce and Industries
said, government and the
business community should
discuss the problem in a posi-
tive way so that a possible
solution may come out,
Salam Murshedy, president
of Bangladesh Garments
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association, said the govern-
ment should promptly pro-
vide long-term soft loan to the
industrialists to setup ETPs.

government should discuss
with the tannery factory own-
ers toresolve their problem.
Mahfuz Anam, editor and
publisher of The Daily Star,
also spoke at the meet held at
MCCI auditorium, Dhaka.
Emphasising the need for
both healthy environment
and proper industrialisation,
Mahfuz Anam said, "But at the
moment we do not have time
(0 wait any more. We need to
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a member of the Privatisation
Commission, Acting Shipping

Woman killed
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train rammed two cars and a

bus stuck in a gridlock on®
Moghbazar level crossing,

tossing the vehicles on to two

other cars on the other side of

theroad.

Besides, two express trains
collided head-on on June 22
just outside Kamalapur
Railway Station, leaving a man

_dead and sixothersinjured.

JS body

Taliban in Swat, was arrested
Sunday in Peshawar, Iin
Pakistan's restive northwest, an
official said.

""The government has
arrested Moulana Sufi
Mohammad. A formal case
against him will be registered
soon,” Provincial Information
Minister Mian Iftekhar Hussein
told a press conference.

Ahmadinejad
sacks four

ministers . .

AFP, Tehran

forcibly took away the money
from him.

According to the state-
ment, the Rab men also told
him that they had saved his life
as otherwise he would have
been killed in a ‘crossfire.’

Jubo League man
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the Rifles School and hacked

him there, they added.
Hearing Sohag's scream-

ing, locals rushed to the spot

and took him to Jessore

General Hospital in a critical

reondition where her suc-|

cumbed to his injuries at
around 1:30am.

New style English
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students got GPA (Grade Point

Average)-5 this year compared
to 19,108last year.

The combined pass per-
centage of eight education
boards, the Madrasa
Education Board and the
Technical Education Board
also dropped to 72.78 percent
from lastyear's 76.19, decreas-
ingby3.41 points.

This year, 70.69 percent

Rajshahi Board Chairman
Prof Dipakindra Nath Das told
The Daily Star, "A sudden shift
to a new system (English
learning) with questions from
grammar puzzled the stu-
dents. The teachers too had

difficulty in understanding’

the question pattern.’

Hesaid the system could be
introduced a year or two after
giving the teachers required

He also stressed the exten-
sion of science education to
establish a democratic and
non-communal society.

Star Tek Dream, a research
oriented organisation, hosted
the function on the occasion
of launching a science maga-
zine titled "Telescope” mark-
ing the International
Astronomy Year 2009.

Presided over by Rabiul
Hussain, the meeting was
addressed by, among others,
Chief Information
Commissioner Azizur
Rahman, acting secretary to
the ministry of Science,

quarters and elsewhere in the
country under the Army act,
said sources.

All concerned including
representatives from Armed
Forces Division will attend
today'smeeting. -

Ibrahim, 25, son of late Kamal
Uddin of Banskhali upazila in
thedistrict.

Separate cases were filed
with the respective police
stations.

Parliamentary team
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The 11-member delegation
comprised of seven lawmak-
ers, one official each from the

Water “resoutces” arimisory, !

foreign affairs ministry, and
Joint Rivers Commission, and

"We are likely to return to
Delhion August 2, and likely to
return home the next day,
ABM Anwarul Hoque, one of
the delegares, told The Daily
Star after the briefing

ek , - training. Information and About the ambit of the
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that they made an insurance, ministersjustdaysbeforehels | coompage1 humanities and 79.63 percent Dipakindra further said, | Director General of Press | Engineering and Technology .. .. how much damage to
but the govemment has been  due fo announce his NeW | pgj] after he along with lawyers CRICINTEI "This year the answer sheets | Institute of Bangladesh AKM | (Buet), will finalise the ambit ~ ~ . Im,:: Y-
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the bridge authorities said
faulty design, negligence in
construction, overloaded
vehicles on the brnidge, and

terday.

Those sacked are Culture
and Islamic Guidance
Minister Mohammad-

Moving the bail petition,
lawyers told the court that their
client was not aware of the case

the teachers concerning the
changes made in English
second paper was also a cause
of the students’ relatively poor

giving marks last year as they
were instructed to do so. I
hope the results will be better

Tenders
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Ing.

Razzaq said they will meet
officials of the Indian foreign
ministry and energy ministry

the matter.”
"We will also try to find out
whether any structure is

5135"5 runm;lg[?:-er it coulddl_::e Hossein Saffar-Harandi,’ aiwelilﬂas ‘gjg‘e sentence. Their | nerformanceinthe subject. nexéf?l;'[ AB bt biod tid snatchingincident. on July 29, the first day of their  already built on the Barak
ereasonsforthecracksonthe  yahour and Social Affairs | clientalsodidnotgetanynotice Some of them also said that Talkin h o ' river,” he said.

: , : _ . . g to the reporters the | visit. g

bridge. Minister Mohammad | or advertisement published in | Jast year they were instructed Chairman Prof Mohammad DMCH director said. "Mea- The delegation will also News reports show a

The investigation found
cracks at 62 out of 1,262 seg-
ment joints.

The bndge authority also
said itwas thinking about taking
action against the Korean con-
struction firm, if it was found
guilty of negligence in construc-
tion.

Hyundai built the bridge ata
cost of Tk 4,000 crore, with an
expected service life of 100

Jahromi, Health Minister
Kamran Bagen Lankarani and
Intelligence Minister Gholam
Hossein Mohseni Ejeie, the
agencies said.Ejeie was sacked
"following a verbal quarrel
between the intelligence
minister and the president in
Wednesday's cabinet meeting
over the appointment of
(Esfandiar Rahim) Mashaie,"

two national dailies asking him
to appear before the court for
defending the case.

If their client knew about the
case, he would have appeared
before it for defending the case,
the lawyers said.

Lawyers also submitted two
more petitions--one for provid-
ing the convict with first class
division and the other for giving

to assess the answer sheets
liberally, but this year they did
the job properly.

Contacted, Chairman of
Dinajpur board Prof
Mohammad Sanaullah said,
"Out of 25,000 failed students,
21,000 failed in English. This
showed that the newly intro-
duced system of English learn-
ing was difficult for the stu-

Yusuf said it is not that HSC
exam results are poor this year
because five out of the eight
boards have done well. "I
think quality education has
been ensured this year."

He went on, "The slight
decline in the pass rate is
because of the new system of
teaching English second
paper. The rural students were

sure would be taken if any-
body formally files a com-
plaint.”

Contacted, Liza Enterprise
owner Arman Ali told The
Daily Star that he had already
informed the DMCH director
aboutit.”

Sources said the snatchers,
however, returned the sched-
ule of SF Enterpnise to its

make a courtesy call to the
Indian foreign minister and
energy minister on July 30.

On July 31, the delegation
willfly to Gouhatiand go to the
Tipaimukh dam site by a
helicopter from there. The
team will spend the day at the
site.

picture of a dam on the Barak
River, but we know there is no
structure built on that niver,
therefore we will go and see for
ourselves what 1s the real
picture,” added Razzaq.

He said the delegation will
also try to know the exact
nature of the project.

years. The bridgewas openedto  the Mehr news agency quoted | | . b dents." affected more as, unlike the | o er bur Liza Enterprise’s ( :I *
publicin 1998. . - an informed unnamed source prupertzeam:.entm]aﬂ. Under this board, HSC urbanstudents,theycouldnot was yettobereturned. i l l S ll Ia
The authorities are con- assaying. “"? prosecution OppOSEditgs. —botl e Bald for-the firet get required guidance from : )
the bail pett that th ; According to DMCH
cerned as several cracks devel- The Mehr agency also € petton saying that the | .o this year and the pass trainedteachers.”

oped within just 10 years of its
operation. They fear the life-

reported the sacking of the
other three ministers.

lower court had no jurisdiction
to grant bail at this stage while

percentage was 55.9 -- much
lower than that of the other

Training of teachers should
be a continuous process

sources, a total of eight other
agencies had dropped sched-
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strengthen understanding

advantage and protect its
crucial exportsector

;Eagsufthebpfdge weslﬂsadndl, i Rahim Mashaie stepped | the prosecution did notoppose | poards. because newer systems are ;::ileanivézeﬂfa&tehn? r;;,:z; and cooperation. ‘ AndWashington is pressing
aféﬂﬂlﬁﬁi\:fﬂ??ﬁdiﬂlﬂl‘y Steps down as first vice presidem on the p'EtiﬁDHS for gl"ﬂﬂg division Sanaullah said they would introduced every year, Yusuf one was disqualiﬁed due to its Thlﬁpbrﬂlnﬂ ad'“!n]?tila“ﬂn China [U. I‘IE‘IP end the glﬁt'}ai
AR he thader mam:p ula. Saturday after supreme leader | andtreatmentinjailifhegetsas | ask the colleges with high rate noted. faulty documents. Sy BIISHIISLUIMEEUNE 41501 15+ ggonomie crisis by fiitther
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei told | pertheJail Code. intended to lay the framework opening its domestic markets

tion and the concomitant
violence across the country, the
committee expressed concerns.

"We've asked lawmakers to
look into the matter in respec-

Ahmadinejad his decision to
appoint his controversial aide
as hisnew deputy would cause
“division and frustration.”

On May 15 last year, Sarwar
was sentenced to 13 years'
imprisonment for amassing
wealth illegally and concealing

of failure in English to take
special classesinthe subject.

This year Chittagong board
secured apassrateof76.31.

AL wants end

Contacted Sub-Inspector
Faruqul Islam of Shahbagh
Police Station told The Daily
Star that they had received the
GD copy and were verifyingit.

for the Strategic and
Economic Dialogue (S&ED)
meetings, to be held annually
in alternate capitals, and set
the stage for future bilateral

and easing currency controls.

Chinese officials, mean-
while, have expressed concern
about the value of their mas-

, : ; : : e US bond holdings in the
uve constituencies and to stop L R g L wealth information to the Anti- “cooperative mechanisms.” e ; s
it,” Muzibur told reporters. Harandi, Ejeie and Jahromi : = ' . . . : face of a growing US budget
"We will ask law enforces to was reported by state owned Cnnus pronCommission{ACC). PM S dll'eCUVC br;ggeslih[t)h LEpé"‘:‘;i E’Eﬂ deficit aa. ‘.‘.-nshl_nﬂtqn pumm
take legal actions against those English language television lakh. in iﬁw:li ff:tﬂgﬁiﬂ.‘ 10 FROM PAGE 1 ; Ashraf, son of the first | FROM PAGE 16 Economic Dialogue estab- :;]”tz?;ii"{_ﬂfﬁ'i‘:}t':; dﬂrfﬁ‘:[“‘f; :
who are behind the tender stationPressTV. ot behi di}ls © | In reply to a question, Ashraf president of the country Syed | facilities so that the industri- | lished in 2006 by former presi- of @ .yrolo 1;1!-‘1.‘, £
violence,” he added. : 54, Ene?orﬁyjear Sam afs. | said the way Sheikh Hasina  Nazrul Islam, said if the kill- | ous Bangladeshi expatriates dent George W. Bush'sadmin- . o China is the largest
Ifnecessary the responsible ].0 lIl]lll'ed 'aﬂedsfm ¢ Nazma Sarwar was | and he were elected party ings of Bangabandhu Sheikh | feel encouraged for making | istration and Beijing that had  _Ca: 0 "0 "o Srates.
> party people will be expelled ) or th"?_-e years for aiding | president and general secre- Mujibur Rahman and the four | investment in larger volumes | dealt solely with economic  on ™ 5ea o oo dollars
from the party, and will be FROMPAGE16 her husband in acquiring illegal | tary uncontested cannot be affairs.

handed over to the police,” he
said.

“We will ask the government
to make a provision for keeping
tender boxes in four to five
pl. es, so none may establish

The injured BCL men--Igbal,
Monir, Kamal, Shahdaat,
Shahjahan, Mamun, Zahir,
Shahed and Roni--were
rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital and the

wealth, She also was fined Tk 1
lakh, in default of which she is to
remain in jail for another six
months.

The court also ordered

called completely demo-
cratic.

Efforts will be made in the
future so that there are more
candidates and party leaders

national leaders are not
solved permanently, division
within the country cannot be
resolved permanently.

He observed that corrup-
tion has taken the worst form

in the country,” she said.

She also advised them to
set up educational institutions
in Bangladeshi residential
areas abroad by utilising
labour welfare fund of the

Obama, who has given
China high priority since
taking office six months ago,
will address the opening of the
meeting Monday.

Leading the policy track

invested in Treasury bonds,
according to June Treasury
data. Some Chinese officials
earlier this vear floated the
idea of replacing the dollar as
the world's benchmark unit

hegemony over those,” said universitymedical centre. confiscation of his properties | are elected througl_a direct as many do not work for their | Bangladesh missions in differ- | will be US Secretary of State withabasketotcurrencies.
Omar Faruk Chowdhury, The condition of Igbal and worth aboutTk 1.50 crorewhich | VOtes of party councillors, he clients even after taking | entcountries. Hillary Clinton and Chinese _Ogrume‘shuge I.”~t,he
another member of the com-  Kamal was stated tobe critical, | did not match his sources of | Sald- _ bribes. He strongly criticised Finance Minister AMA | State Councilor Dai Bingguo. “PINese 1S P 0 s A
mittee. : d income. Replying to a question, he the culture of defaulting | Muhith in his speech | US Treasury Secretary “;’“[ iy A gr‘““t:
IO] Mlah freed On September 20, 2007, | S3id the fully-fledged AL Joans and owning black | informed the meeting that a | Timothy Geithner and QPJECUVES, you re BOINE {0

Central Working Committ * Chinese Vice Premier W have to find a different way of

RMG workers another court sentenced g Committee money. two-day International | Chinese Vice Premier Wang . & & B0 o o port-

FROM PAGE 16 ;
passengers and drivers of
vehicles while many of them

on an Awami League rally on
Bangabandhu Avenue
arrested Joj during the BNP-

Sarwar to eight years' imprison -
ment in the first ever case
against an NBR member in

nextcoupleofdays.
He said the party activities

Admitting that it was the
government that gave the
chance to whiten undisclosed

held here on October 21-22 to
project the available pros-

nomic track.
In addition to the distinct
policy and economic talks, the

led growth," a senior US offi-
cial said ahead of the key
meetings.

were seen fleeing the scene . - connectionwi ion. WOUldI be geared UP.quther money, he questioned the pects for trade, business and : i "US households are raisin
leaving their vehicles on the !;fhd four P:gv fmhae?ﬁ rule. R e s following the council. "The moral standing of those who | investmentin the country. E;Ei?mtQ?:,ugffc:“c?;::;nj their savings rates, so this :E
road, witnessessaid. 3 dgitallxlj?m Yl:‘fc im to Couple held party and the government tooktheopportunity. Textiles and Jute Minister cruss-cuttinghstrategic and going to a less consumption-
Agitating workers said the s th volvement in the will be run separately. The Responding to a question, | AbdulLatifSiddiqui,Postsand | economic importance,” the led recovery than what they're
factory authorities have 4t .':jl at killed 24 AL lead- | prompaGE1L party will monitor the gov- Ashrafclaimed thatallsectors | Telecommunications US Treasury said ' used to.”
ajreamsacked ahugenumber €rs and activists and injured | at around 2:00 am and also | ernment’s activities while the including the judiciary and | Minister Razi Uddin Ahmed Both sides have indicated A senior Chinese official
of wo _rsa;;d alleged that the ove‘;thﬂoﬂ'lers. ' recovered 26 packets of her- | government will implement administration became | Razu, Labor and Employment | that long-standing trade and  said that China would call on
gm;e:e ;; t}f’?(:vifhzﬁ?mag'r:n court later acquitted | oin. the party manifesto," said controversial after the 1/11 | Minister Khandaker | currency frictions will figure the United States to keep the
eclare lay paying Joj of the charge, but he was Police said the detainees | Ashraf. changeover. "We were prominently in the discus- dollar stable and ensure the

their arrear.

Officer-in-Charge of
Gulshan Police Station Kamal
Uddin told The Daily Star that
the workers went into the
violent action as some work-
ers have been sacked from the
factory.

“The factory may declare
closure by next Friday,” he

sentenced to seven years'
imprisonment in another case
filed with Sutrapur Police
Station.

The High Court recently
granted him bail in the case.

Coming out of the jail, Joj
Miah yesterday lamented the

loss of the four years from his |

life.

confessed that Baby visits the
bordering areas of
Chapainawabganj three to
four times in a month to col-
lectheroin from asource.

She then takes the drug to
her house and her husband
Wadud sells it in the capital
and other districts, including
Comilla.

The LRGD minister said in
principle a consensus of all
political parties is a must on
crucial national issues like
the trial of war criminals.
'One party will seek trial of
the war criminals and
another will try to protect
them--this cannot go on in
the country,” he said.

responsible for this: 1/11 is
the result of our overall fail-
ures. We have invited the peril
ourselves," he said.

Several lawmakers and
party leaders yesterday
greeted Ashraf with bouquets
at the ministry on his being
elected the AL general secre-
tary.
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Mosharraf Hossain,
Commerce Minister Faruk
Khan, Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni, Finance Adviser to the
PM Moshiur Rahman, State
Minister for Power Shamsul
Haque Tuku, secretaries con-
cerned, Bangladesh Bank
Governor Dr Anur Rahman
and FBCCI President Annisul
Hugqattended the meeting.
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sions.

The massive US trade
deficit with China,
Washington's second-largest
trading parmer, swelled to an
all-time high of 266.3 billion
dollars in 2008 and keeps
growing.

US critics accuse Beijing of
keeping its yuan currency
artificially low to gain a trade
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safety of Chinese assets.

The Chinese delegation
"will make it clear that China
hopes the US takes responsi-
ble economic policies... to
maintain the basic stability of
the dollar and ensure the
safety of China's assets in the
United States,” Chinese
Assistant Finance Minister
Zhu Guangyao told reporters.
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