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SNAPS AND SNIPPETS

BCL hurts 10 BNP men

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

== —

At least 10 workers of BNP and its youth and students' wings
Jayatabadi Juba Dal and Jatyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) were
injured when Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) activists
attacked and vandalised their houses in Durgapur upazila Sadar
yesterday. The clash was a sequel to hot exchange of words
between them on Saturday night, police and locals said.
Yesterday morming, the BCL activists equipped with sharp and
lethal weapons from Durgapur AL office and attacked their
houses. The injured included Durgapur upazila BNP joint secre-
tary and Binshin Union Parishad chairman Anwar Hossain, Juba
Dal leader Manjurul Haque, Durgapur JCD general secretary
Julhajuddin and BNP leader Majibar Rahman.

Schoolgirl raped in hospital

A CORRESPONDENT, Kishoregan)

A student of class four of the local BRAC school was allegedly
raped by an unidentified youth aged about 30 in Kishoreganj
Adhunik Sadar Hospital on Saturday night. The nine-year-girl
hailing from Chander Hashi village in Sadar upazila came to
the hospital to attend her sick sistgr, police and hospital
sources said. An unidentified man introducing himself as a
staffof the hospital took the girl outside the ward that night in
name of giving medicine for her sister. He forced her enter a
bathroom adjacent to the RMO office where he raped her and
went into hiding. Later, hearing a hue and cry of the girl, on-
duty doctors and nurses rushed to the spot and rescued the
girl. Victim's elder brother filed a case with Kishoreganj Sadar
police station in this connection,

Rivals kill 'criminal’

UNB, Rangpur

A suspected cnminal was hacked to death allegedly by his
rivals at Paschim Jummapara in Sadar upazila Wednesday
night. The victim is Roman Sarkar, 30, of Islampur
Hanumantala here. Rivals stabbed Roman indiscriminately
leaving him critically injured when he was returning home
from a nearby locality at about 10pm, police said. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries on way to Rangpur Medical College
and Hospital. Roman was wanted in number of criminal
cases, police said. They suspected that he might have been
killed as asequel to previous enmity with rivals.

Smuggled fertiliser seized

BSS, Dinajpur

Members of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) in a drive seized an
Indian fertliser-laden truck at Dangapara Bazar in Hakimpur

upazila on Friday. On a tip-off, the elite force seized the truck |

at the bazar with 360 bags of substandard fertiliser and
arrested its driver Mustafizur Rahman, 40, and helper Wadud,
| 25, both hailing from Sirajganj district. Later, they were
handed over to Hakimpur police.

Outlaw held with gun, bullets

BSS, Rajbari

Police arrested an outlaw and recovered one-shutter gun with
two bullets at Hossain Danga village under Koshaba Majhail
unuon in Pangsha upazila on Friday. Arrested Habibur Rahman

Wy

NATIONAL

ICT to check corruption,
boost employment

Muhith tells Sylhet seminar

STAFF CO RRESPONDENT,
Svihet

without proper utilising the
ICT, he said.

The very first step for 'Digital
Bangladesh' would be to spread
the ICT education throughout
the country, he said.

Internet facilities are being
made avallable to the remot-
est corners of the country at a
cheaper rate. A comprehen-
sive programme and effort
through a holistic approach
needs to be made in this
regard.

Market for software,
outsourcing and program-
ming needs to be broadened
both at home and abroad and
the government is working
hard for that.

“"When a country goes
digital, all its activities of
governance, commerce,
education, agriculture etc, are
supported by computer and
internet,” he said.

Today the ICT drives the
technological and economic
advancement of the devel-
oped as well as emerging
economies, he said.

Today almost all the coun-
tries are heading towards a

Finance minister AMA Muhith
has stressed the role of ICT in
creating new employment,
raising work skills and produc-
tivity, containing corruption
and attaining social develop-
ment.

He was addressing as chief
guest at the inaugural session
of an orientation seminar on
‘Digital Bangladesh and our
agenda’' in Sylhet yesterday
afternoon.

Bangladesh Computer
Council (BCC) organised the
seminar at the Zila Parishad
auditorium where a hundred
district and division level
officials and social leaders
participated.

Adoption of ICT will reduce
corruption and help to have
citizen-centric and forward-
looking gevernance in the
country, the finance minister
said.

The life and livelihood of a
large number of populations,
especially those living in rural
areas, cannot be developed

“the government has to take the

knowledge-based soclety and
Bangladesh cannot stay away
from the race, speakers said at
the function.

It is very important to
create skilled manpower
educated in science and tech-
nology, they said, adding that

main initiative while the other
quarters also need to play
importantrole.

Bangladesh is still lagging
behind as economic hardship
and illiteracy stand in the way,
theysaid,

They urged making ICT
education affgrdable for
common people.

State minister for Science
and ICT, architect Yafes
Osman and Sylhet city
Mayor Badar Uddin Ahmed
Kamran spoke as special
guests while BCC Executive
Director Mahfuzur Rahman
and Sylhet Deputy
Commissioner Sazzadul
Hasan spoke, among others,
at the function presided
over by Divisional
Commissioner in charge Md
Fazlur Rahman.

Nothing could
stop Anwar's
success

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

The news of achieving GPA-5
in this year's HSC examina-
tions has broughtboth joy and
worry for Anwar Kadir, as the
boy, once struggling against
hardship as a brickfield

worker, is anxious about the

Locals form a human chain in Nautara union of Dimla upazila
under Nilphamari yesterday demanding punishment of the local
UP chairman, who allegedly raped his teenage domestic help.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT,
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Shop owners demand lifting of
time restriction in Ramadan

secretaries of district units of

the association joined the

@he Daily Star

s Snd A

PHOTO STAR

Citizens of Barisal brought out a colourful rally in the divisional city yesterday as part of campaign to
cast'free online vote'to select the Sundarbans one of the Seven Wonders of the World.

50 hurt as police try to stop
looters at Thakurgaon fair

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

Around 50 people including 12
policemen were injured in a
clash over a raffle draw in the
trade fair at Thakurgaon
Stadium on Saturday mid-
night.

A month-long trade fair
started on June 9 under the
supervision of Thakurgaon
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries but it continued
after the time expired, said
Thakurgaon Police Station
Sub-Inspector Rabiul Alam
and local sources.

The district administration
closed the trade fair on
Saturdaynoon.

Hearing the decision to
close the trade fair, people
from different areas started
gathering on the fair premises
as they had bought tickets of
raffle draws. ¥

They became agitated as
rumour spread that the raffle
draw could not be played as
the fair was declared’ closed

suddenly.

At about 9:00pm, a police
team went to the trade fair
premises to ensure closure of
the fair when the suspicion
about not holding the raffle
draw grew stronger.

A section of people started
looting the prizes of raffle
draw and goods from different
stalls.

As police tried to prevent
the unruly people from loot-
ing, clashes started at about
9:30pm.

Police fired 12 rounds of
rubber bullets and five rounds
of tear gas shells to control the
situation.

At least 50 people were
injured during two hour-long
attack and counter attack
between police and people.

Thirteen seriously injured
people, including Assistant
Sub-Inspector Amzad
Hossain and Constable Ali
Akbar, were admitted to
Thakurgaon Sadar Hospital
Others were treated at differ-
entclinics and hospitals.

Policé’arrestéd “r4*pedple
from different areas of the

town after the incident.

A sub-inspector of
Thakurgaon Police Station
filed a case accusing about 600
unknown people.

30 hurt in
Magura
village clash

UNB, Magura

Atleast 30 people were injured
in a clash between rival groups
at Nagosha village in Shalikha
upazilayesterday morning.

As over 200 people
equipped with sharp weapons
engaged in a clash as a sequel
to a longstanding dispute, 30
people from both the sides
were injured.

Fifteen of the injured were
admitted to Magura Sadar
Hospital.

Police rushed to the spot
and brought the situation
under control.

‘Aterisesituation 13 prévail -
ing in the village.
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