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Action from yesterday's DC Schools Kabaddi Championships final between eventual winners Shaheed Abdul Jabbar Ansar VDP School

and Siddeshwari Girls' School at the Kabaddi court.

Kevin on
shortlist

PCB not decided yet

AFP, London AFP, Karachi

Kevin Pietersen was named @« ] Pakistan on Saturday said reports
Friday in England's 30-man 2_\3}))& that it was withdrawing a legal
provisional squad for % & | notice against cricket's governing
September's ICC Champions A body over the relocation of its
Trophy in his native South "“"“é"‘d‘ﬁ”“’ share of World Cup matches were
Africa even though he is cur- "premature”.

rently sidelined with an
Achilles injury.

Star batsman Pietersen was
ruled out Wednesday of the
remainder of the Ashes series
and, while there is no certainty
about when he will return,
England are hopeful of having
him fit in time for the 50 overs
perside event.

Also included in the provi-
sional squad was Andrew
Flintoff, the injury-prone all-
rounder.

Flintoff, 31, led from the
front with the ball by taking five
wickets as England won the
second Ashes Test by 115 runs
at Lord's on Monday, where he
overcame the effects of arecent
knee problem.

The Lancashire star has said
this will be his final Test series
but has vowed to carry on
playing one-day internationals
for England

However, even if he gets
through the Ashes unscathed,
doubts remain as to how much
rest Flintoft will require ahead
ofthe ChampionsTrophy.

England have never won a
major one-day international
tournament and selection
chief Geoftf Miller said: "The
[CC Champions Trophy is an
opportunity for the England
one-day side to compete for a
global trophy and we are confi-
dentwe have the talent to make
a strong claim,” selection chief
Geoff Millersaid.

"We have an exciting blend
of youth and experience in this
preliminary squad and we'll
continue to watch the limited-
overs form of all players
involved over the coming
month.”

The squad will be reduced
to 15 players by August 23, by
when England may have a
more precise idea of
Pietersen’s fitness.

Hampshire batsman Michael

Lumb, a county colleague of
Pietersen, is the only uncapped
playerin the squad.
England begin their Champions
Trophy campaign against Sri
Lanka in Johannesburg on
September25.

PROVISIONALSQUAD

Andrew Strauss (captain),
James Anderson, Gareth Batty,
lan Bell, Ravi Bopara, Tim
Bresnan, Stuart Broad, Paul
Collingwood, Alastair Cook,
Steve Davies, Joe Denly,
Andrew Flintoff, James Foster,
Stephen Harmison, Ed Joyce,
Robert Key, Michael Lumb,
Sajid Mahmood, Dimitri
Mascarenhas, Eoin Morgan,
Graham Napier, Graham
Onions, Kevin Pietersen,
Matthew Prior, Adil Rashid,
Owais Shah, Ryan
Sidebottom, Graeme Swann,
Jonathan Trott, Luke Wright

Rebellion
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Brazilian rather there were

some problems with the facili-
ties which we solved,” said the
former national footballer.

The residential camp
started on July 13 with 31
probables after a three-week
long strength and condition-
ing camp in Cox’'s Bazar.

Windies
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The WICB and the West Indies

Players' Association (WIPA),
which is negotiating on the
cricketers' behalf, agreed to
resolve their dispute by media-
tion on Tuesday, after meeting
with Guyana president Bharat
Jagdeo, who is also chairman of
the 15-nation trading bloc
Caribbean Community and
Common Market (CARICOM).
Both sides agreed to the
appointment of former
Commonwealth secretary
general Shridath Ramphal as
arbitrator.

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) chairman Jjaz
Butt told AFP adecisionis yetto be taken.

Pakistan served a legal notice to the
International Cricket Council (ICC) after being
stripped of its World Cup 2011 matches in April
this year.

"It's mere speculation that we are withdraw-
ing the legal notice," he said. "I am meeting ICC
president David Morgan on Monday and
Tuesday and only after that meeting we will
decide aboutthe nextstep.”

Local media reported that the PCB was con-
sidering withdrawing the notice after their
British lawyer Mark Gay said the legal grounds
were weak.

The ICC lastmonth endorsed April's decision
of relocating the 14 matches Pakistan was due to
host but maintained Pakistan will get the 10.5
million dollars asits share.

The ICCalso ruled out relocating the matches
to a fifth country -- a neutral venue such as the
United Arab Emirates, where Pakistan played
theirrecentinternational matches.

The Central Organising Committee of World
Cup 2011 in its meeting earlier this month
awarded eight of Pakistan's matches to India,
four to Sri Lanka and two to Bangladesh -- a
decision which Pakistan did not accept.

The ICC was forced to move Pakistan's
matches following terrorists' attacks on the Sri
LankanteambusinLahore on March 3.

The attacks, which left seven players and
theirassistant coach injured besides killing eight
people, ended any chance of hosting interna-
tional cricket in the country where teams were
alreadyrefusing to tour over security fears.

The PCB took legal action against the strip-
ping of the matches and relocation of the World
Cup secretariat frorh Lahore to Mumbai. A civil
court in Lahore gave a stay order against reloca-
tionof the secretariat.

Butthe PCB putonhold thelegal proceedings
in an effort to solve the issue through talks
between the four host countries and the ICC, but
the talks failed in England lastmonth.

The PCB's legal adviser Taffazul Rizvi said
the PCB has the option of withdrawing the legal
notice but a final decision will only be taken
after the meeting between Butt and Morgan in
Dubai.

"There is always the option of withdrawing
the notice but a final step will only be deter-
mined after the meeting between the PCB chair-
man and ICC president,” Rizvi told AFP.

AFP, Budapest
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Two-times world
champion Spaniard
Fernando Alonso

Several minutes later came confirma-
tion that defending champion Briton
Lewis Hamilton was fourth fastest for
McLaren Mercedes ahead of German Nico

@he Daily Star

Alonso takes pole

sandwiching Raikkonen in 11th for Ferrari.
Massa was ninth and the top 15 cars were
separated by only eight-tenths of asecond.

In Q2, it was equally tight and tense after

Sunday's Hungarian Grand Prix.

claimed his 18th
career pole position on Saturday when he
emerged on top after an incident-filled
and chaotic qualifying session for

Rosberg of Williams and Finn Heikki
Kovalainen inthe second McLaren.
Another Finn Kimi Raikkonen of Ferrari
qualified seventh ahead of championship
leader Briton Jenson Button in a Brawn GP

Webber set the first quick time. The
Ausmtlliaﬁayedmmandaﬂtl‘wdmmwas
behin as Alonso again produced a
quick lap to claim a top ten spot while
Barrichello was eliminated, the first time this

The 27-year-old Renault driver grabbed
his first pole this year in chaotic scenes as
the circuit's electronic timing system
crashed in the final minutes after a half-
hour's delay following an accident involy-
ing Ferrari's Brazilian driver Felipe Massa.

Alonso had predicted he would be on
pole for the first time since the Italian
Grand Prix of 2007 before the session
began, buthe was left asking his rivals what
had happened and what were their times
when the session ended.

"Who is fastest, who is on pole?” said
Alonso. "Idon'tknow."

In the chaos, there was relief among the
drivers to learn that Massa was unhurt after
his 200 kph crash in the final minutes of Q2.

One item of information that was cer-
tain was that Spanish debutant, Jaime
Alguersuari had kept his nose clean but
qualified 20th earlier on when the timing
screens and clocks were working reliably

It was only when Alonso, German
Sebastian Vettel and his Red Bull team-
mate Australian Mark Webber came out to
wave to the fans that it appeared con-
firmed that they were fastest in that order.

car with Japanese Kazuki Nakajima ninth
for Williams and Massa, who took no part
in the top ten shootout, placed 10th.

Alguersuari was one of the first man on
track when the session began and he soon
clocked adecent lap time to claim a banker
position. His Toro Rosso team had said
shortly before the session that they were
delighted with the efforts of the 19-year-
old Spaniard thisweekend.

Unfortunately, for the Iberian, it was
not enough. He ended up with a problem
on the track and parked at Turn 13 and
ended up as one of the five men elirminated
as he was 20th and slowest.

He joined Poland's Robert Kubica and
his BMW Sauber team-mate German Nick
Heidfeld and the two Force India's of
Italian veteran Giancarlo Fisichella and
German Adrian Sutil in failing to make the
firstcut from Q! to Q2,.

Alonso just squeezed through in his
Renault with a late lap that lifted him from
17th to sixth.

At the front, it was Rosberg who set the

year a Brawn has failed to make itinto Q3.

Out with the Brazilian, who was 13th

fastest, went Swiss Sebastien Buemi of
Toro Rosso, Italian Jarno Trulli and his
Toyota team-mate German Timo Glock
and Brazilian Nelson Piquet, on his 24th
birthday, in the second Renault.

An accident claimed Massa in the

closing minutes and he ended the session
with the nose of his Ferrari buried Into 2
wall of tyres at Turmn Four. It was several
minutes before the medical car arrived and
Massawaslifted from his car.

From the tyre marks across the circuit

and the run-off area, it appeared that he
had suffered a brake failure. Organisers

immediately delayed the start of Q3 as the

medical staff carried Massa into the circuit

medical centre.

After examination, it emerged that
Massa was not seriously hurt. He had been

struck on the chin by a piece of tubular

pace ahead of Hamilton and Webber with |

Vettel fourth, Button down in 10th and
Barrichello 12th, the two Brawns

debris from compatriot Rubens
Barrichello's Brawn GP car and, momen-
tarily concussed, lost control of the car.
Barrichello visited Massa in the circuit
medical centre, before he was airlifted to

'Legalise ball-tampering'

KY Y1 Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Allan Donald, the former South
African fast bowler, has said
bowlers must be allowed to
“prepare” the ball -- ball-
tampering, in other words -- to
redress the balance between
bat and ball and protect the
"dying breed” from increas-
ingly lifeless pitches.

Speaking to Cricinfo on
Friday, Donald was asked if he
would recommend legalising
ball tampering. He said: "The
ICC would shoot me for saying
it but, with the wickets that we
play on and the dying breed
fast bowlers are becoming on
these flatter wickets, I would
say we do need some sort of
defence mechanism, some-
thing to fall back on to say
‘Right, we can do this. We can
now prepare thisballtogo'.”

Donald, currently the
Warwickshire coach, knows,
though, that his plea is likely to
fall on deafears. "That [legalising
ball-tampering| quite simply
would never happen,” hesaid.

Ball tampering was a raging
issue in the 1990s, a period that
coincided with Donald's rise as
leader of the South African
bowling attack. He agreed that

bowlers had altered the condi-
tion of the ball in various ways
to get prodigious reverse
swing. "There is no doubt guys
tampered with the ball," he
said of the fast bowlers of his
time. He recalled one incident
in the mid-1990s when hesawa
former fast bowler pick a little
chunk of leather live on the
television during a Test match
against England. "The guy was
just chipping away with his
nails and I couldn'tbelieve how
he could get away with it,"
Donald said. "The commenta-
tor, a famous former player,
said "Steady on", but he
[bowler] denied it later. Let's
not kid ourselves, there is no
questionitstillgoeson.”

To get reverse swing, one
must rough one side of the ball
while polishing the other. "One
[popular] way to do it is to get
the ball into the dirt,” Donald
said, a method easily practised
onrough subcontinent surfaces
where the ball, especially the
white one, soon gets scuffed up.
"Even the red ball, in places like
India, we found, did not take too
longtoreverse.”

England also used reverse
swing to win back the Ashes at
home in 2005. "Yes, | remem-
ber [Andrew] Flintoff and
[Simon] Jones do it beautifully
to swing it both ways especially

in Old Trafford by chucking the
ballinto the foothold.”

Donald isn't the first fast
bowler to make this case; in the
mid-1990s, Sir Richard Hadlee
had also asked for ball-
tampering to be legalised. "As
long as the bowlers or fielders
use whatever means they have
on their persons, I don't see
anything wrong with it. I'm
talking about the use of a finger
nail to scratch the ball, not
bottle tops or those sorts of
things,” Hadlee wrote in a
newspaper column atthe time.

Donald agreed the best
method, if the ICC relented,
was to rip the ball without
artificial help. "I wouldn't bite
it,” he said with a chuckle. "One
way is if the ball gets scuffed on
oneside,and thereisatiny little
chunk that is missing, you pick
itup and just keep that side dry
and keep working on it, while
shining the other side very
heavily without putting any
moisture. The whole team
needs to keep track of this and
should know the ball is revers-
ing and they need to shine one
side. The bowler, because he is
bowling, should keep his wet
hands on this side while keep-
ing the other side dry. That's all
youneed."

First ODI today
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West Indies have recalled left-
hander Devon Smith and fellow
Grenadian Andre Fletcher, and
included uncapped left-hander
Kieran Powell to shore up their
batting.

Leg-spinner Rawl Lewis
has also been recalled and
uncapped fast-medium
bowler Gavin Tonge has
received his first call-up.

The rest of the side, which
1s again being led by left-
handed batsman Floyd Reifer,
comprises mostly the players
that played in the Tests, as well
as fast bowler Nelon Pascal,
who was part of the Test
squad, but did not play in
either of the two matches,

The first two ODIs will be
staged at Windsor Park which
has been significantly upgraded
at a cost 17 million dollars, and
allows Dominica to host its first
international matches.

The ground, which was
levelled out ofarubbishdump a
couple decades ago, now
accommodates state-of-the-art
facilines fearturing 10,000 seats
and was a gift from China at the
establishment of diplomatic
ties between the two nations.
The senes concludes Friday
next week at Warner Park in St.
Kitts which also stages a
Twenty20 International
between the two sides two
days later.

TEAMS

WEST INDIES (from): Floyd
Reifer (captain), Darren
Sammy, Dave Bernard Jr,
Travis Dowlin, Andre Fletcher,
Rawl Lewis, Nikita Miller,
Nelon Pascal, Kieran Powell,
Dale Richards, Kemar Roach,
Devon Smith, Devon Thomas,
GavinTonge.

BANGLADESH (from): Shakib
Al Hasan (captain), Abdur
Razzak, Imrul Kayes, Zunaed
Siddiqui, Mahbubul Alam,
Mahmudullah, Mehrab
Hossain, Mohammad
Ashraful, Mushfiqur Rahim,
Naeem Islam, Rokibul Hasan,
Rubel Hossain, Syed Rasel,
Tamim Igbal.

Rahim
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The first ODI starts at Windsor

Park today followed by the
second at the same venue on
Tuesday., The third and final
ODIlisatSt. Kittson July31.

BRIEF SCORES
BANGLADESHIS: 167-6 in 25
overs (Mushfiqur 82 not out,
Rokibul 34; Tonge 2-18)
UWIVC's XI: 151-8 in 25 overs
(Philips 49, Clarke 29, Walton
21)

Result: Bangladeshis won by
16 runs.

Ganguly to
captain

Kolkata

PTI, Kolkata

Sourav Ganguly is almost
certain to be reinstated as the
captain while John Wright is
likely to take over as the coach
of Kolkata Knight Riders in the
third edition of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) in 2010,
team sources said on
Saturday.

Even as an official
announcement is awaited,
sources said that there could
be a major reshuffle with
former India coach Wright
likely to replace John
Buchanan as Knight Riders
coach, while former
Australian middle-order
batsman Michael Bevan will
beonthe coaching panel.

Sources said Ganguly
would be back at the helm in
2010 when his contract with
the Kolkata team ends and the
iconic Bengal cricketer had a
one-on-one with principal
owner Shah Rukh Khan when
the duo met in London to
receive doctorates by the
University of Central
Lancashire last week.

hospital, and reported thathe was talking.

Benitez hails

FROM PAGE 20

Asked if Gerrard would be
mentally ready for the new'
campaign given the stress he
has been under, Benitez said;
"He's alright, he scored a goal
against Tranmere on Friday
night."

Gerrard said in a brief state-
ment that he wanted to put the
casebehind him.

“I'm really looking forward
to the season ahead and con-
centratingon football," he said.

Meanwhile, reserve team
coach John McMahon hailed
Gerrard's "world class” contri-
bution in the Tranmere match,
saying he was delighted with
the impact he made in a 64-
minute appearance.

"Steven is different class
and he wanted to play,” he told
the Liverpool website.

"He was areal inspiration to
the young players and theycan
learn from playing alongside a
world class player like him.

"He is a model professional
and his attitude in the dressing
room before the game and at
half-time was fantastic. Young
lads look up to Steven and they
canonlylearn fromthat.”

Gerrard is likely to rejoin the
team for their friendly against
EspanyolonAugust2.

Barca won't

FROM PAGE 20
The former Chelsea forward

has been a bit-part player since
moving to Spain and is keen to
find regular first-team action.

"I have spoken with Eidur.
We are looking for the best
situation for him,” Guardiola
said. "He wants to play. We will
seeinthe nextweeks."

Guardiola rested Lionel
Messi, Thierry Henry, Xavi and
Andres Iniesta against Spurs,
but he expects Argentina for-
ward Messi to play 45 minutes
in Sunday’'s second Wembley
Cup match against African
championsAl Ahly.

France forward Henry is
likely to miss out again as a
precaution, giving Guardiola
the chance to once again play
the gifted youngsters who

(YY1 Cricket

-

AFP, London

lan Bell is set to return to England's Test team
next week at his Edgbaston home ground after
star batsman Kevin Pietersen was ruled out of
the remainder of the Ashes series with an
Achilles problem.

Bell, 27, may have been out for a duck against
Hampshire on Friday, in a match where he only
made seven in the first innings, but he has long
been regarded as the 'next man in line’ should
England need to alter theirbatting line-up.

The Warwickshire batsman was included in
the squads, butnot picked for the final XI, in both
ofthe first two Tests against Australia.

England are currently 1-0 up in the series,
following a draw in Cardiff and their 115-run win
atLord'slast week.

They are due to announce a 13-man squad on
Sunday for the third Test of the five-match series
and England national selector Geoff Miller paved
the way for Bell's return by saying Friday the extra
two places were likely 1o be taken by additional
bowlers, rather than batsmen.

Bell played the last of his 46 Tests against the
West Indies in Jamaica in February but was
dropped after a run of low scores, with Ravi
Bopara taking over in England’'s problem posi-
tonofno3.

However, Bell has scored heavily in the
County Championship with 640 runs in his
seven innings this season prior to the double
Hampshire disappointment.

But his record against Australia is mediocre,
with his 502 runs in 10 Ashes Tests coming at a
lowaverage 0f25.10.

This week England coach Andy Flower made it

Bell set for recall

clear Bell was in line to take over should Pietersen
be ruled out and Miller backed that view Friday by
saying of the need for extra batting cover.

"There are no (more) injury problems as
such, so we probablywon 't need todo that.

"We had question marks to cover in the last
squad but I don’t foresee needing to do that
here,” the former England off-spinneradded. °

England will continue to monitor the fitness
of all-rounder Andrew Flintoff. The fast bowler
led England's attack at Lord's, taking five wickets
in the second innings after announcing this
would be his final Test series.

However, the injury-plagued all-rounder has
beentroubled recently bya knee problem.

Fellow quick Stephen Harmison, on standby
at Lord’s, is likely to be included again as is left-
arm spinner Monty Panesar, left out in the sec-
ond Test, with Graeme Swann England’s lone

specialistslowbowler.

"We have all bases covered so that, whatever
conditions we turn up to, we have players to
complement them," Millersaid.

“There is a lot of time and a lot of weathei
between now and then, and we will keep moni-
toringit.”

Reflecting on the series so far, Miller said:
"The response of the players has been very
pleasing. The rearguard action at Cardiff was
superb and to control the game at Lord's was
special aswell.

"But we realise there are three games to go
stillanditisamarathonnotasprint,” he added.

PROBABLESQUAD

Andrew Strauss (captain), Alastair Cook, Ravi
Bopara, lan Bell, Paul Collingwood, Matthew
Prior, Andrew Flintoff, Stuart Broad, Graeme
Swann, James Anderson, Graham Onions,
Stephen Harmison, Monty Panesar.

Hasan fashions U-19s
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with another half-century (62)

Shabbir claimed two wick-

in 50 overs (Northeast 62,
Goodman 28, Wells 20,

but his effort was not good
enough to put on a challeng-
ing total on the board as the
home batsmen found it diffi-
cult to negotiate the variety of
Bangladeshi spinners. Run-
rate dropped - significantly
when left-arm orthodox spin-
ner Shaker Ahmed, off-break
bowler Hasan and leg-spinner
Shabbir Rahman and Nur

ets for 37 runs while spinner
Mominul Haque took two for
24 and Hasan conceded 28
runs to capture one wicket in
histen-overspell.

The two teams wil now
play two T20 matches, the first
of which takes place at
Sleaford in Lincolnshire on
Tuesday.

BRIEF SCORES

Wheater 21, Rafiq 21 not out,
extras 5; Shaker 1-34, Hasan 1-
28, Shabbir 2-37, Nur 1-41,
Mominul 2-24)
BANGLADESH UNDER-19s:
197-9 in 49 overs (Anamul 34,
Hasan 70, Shabbir 20, Babu 24
not out, extras 13; Wood 1-42,
Rafiq 1-37, Briggs 3-23, Wells
2-42)

Result: Bangladesh Under-

shone against Spurs. Hossain were in operation. ENGLAND UNDER-19s: 196-8  19s won by one wicket.
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