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Council decision

mmrma
0se posts.

The 45 posts include 13
members of the party
Presidium, 31 departmental
secretaries including three joint

secretaries and seven

of the Central Working

Committee. R e
experts e coun-
cillors cannot delegate their
voting rights to others and the
AL council's decision contra-
dicts with the party’s charter,
which g‘r;min;s to g;ure
securityoftherighttovo
~ Many councillors have also
expressed frustration at the
party high command’s refusal
to hold elections to the 45 posts
in Friday's council.
- However, senior AL leaders
Suranjit Sengupta and Abdul
Matin Khasru yesterday
claimed that the council's
decisiondoes not contradict the
party constitution.

“The party chief has been
given the power to choose her
team in the central committee
since there was no candidate for
those *Suranjit, one of the
councillors, told The Daily Star.

Former law minister Khasru
said the council has full confi-
dence in the party president
and so her to com-
plete formation of the central
committee.

He said by this the council
averted rivalry and grouping
within the party. "It is a long
tradition of the party to elect
leadership in this way for its
own welfare,” said Khasru, who
was also a councillor.

Eminent jurist Shahdeen
Malik did not agree with the AL
leaders’ arguments and termed
the council's decision unfortu-
nate.

"Such a decision has ren-
dered the party constitution
meaningless. However, by
arranging proper election of the
executive committee in accor-
dance with the constitution, the
Awami League can still re-
establish its democratic creden-
tials,” Malik told The Daily Star.

Malik, a counsel of the
Election Commission,

observed that by empowering
the party president and general

to choose leaders for
the central body the ALseems (o
have gone back to the practice
and tradition of pre-democratic
days of the British rule when the
viceroy would pick legislative
councils for India.

Talking to The Daily Star on
Friday at the council venue, a
councillorof the Magura district
unit of the AL said party leader-
ship should have been elected
to avert grievances at the grass-
rootslevel.

"The district level council

t also follow the tradition
of the national council, and the
charter for changes will remain
un-implemented,” the council-
lorsaid.

A councillor of Rangpur
district unit said on condition of

anonymity that it was frustrat-
ing that no change was seen in
electing party leaders while
another from Barisal said lead-
ership quality could be
increasedifelectionwas held.

Meanwhile, sources said
new faces will be seen in the
posts of three joint general
secretaries and seven organis-
ing secretaries while a number
of dedicated leaders, mosty
party lawmakers who worked
for the party after the 1/11
political changeover, will be
included in the central commit-
lee.

“Those who either cowered
under the caretaker govern-
ment or compromised with it
will not be promoted,” said a
senior party leader.

The sources said there would
be no major changes in the AL
Presidium, the highest
policymaking body of the party.
Onlythe vacant positions will be
filled up.

Zohra Tajuddin's post in the
Presidium will be vacant as she
has been physically ill for a long
time and a senior AL leader will
be given the post. Two more
leaders will fill up the posts of
late Abdus Samad Azad and
President Zillur Rahman.

When contacted Agriculture
Minister Matia Chowdhury told
The Daily Star that the party
chief will form the fully-fledged
central committee with a com-
bination ofold and newleaders.

HSC pas
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This year, 70.69 percent stu-
dents passed from science
group, 64.26 percent from
humanities and 79.63 percent
from commerce.

The Alim examinees under
the Madrasa board did excep-
tionally well compared to other
nine boards with a pass rate of
84.14. About 49,897 out of
58,978 students came out
successful with 1,894 GPA-5
SCorers.

The HSC business manage-
ment exam students under the
Technical board got the second
position in terms of pass per-
centage with 80.74 percent
pass.

Notre Dame College, Dhaka
City College and Vigarunnisa
Noon College once again came
out on top in terms of GPA-5
achievers.

Notre Dame students
scored highest 1,207 GPA-5
followed by Dhaka City College
with 934 and Vigarunnisa
Noon College with 531.

Bir Shreshtha Noor
Mohammad Rifles Public
School and College became the
top college in terms of pass
percentage with cent percent
pass.

For the first time, HSC
examinations were held under
Dinajpur board where 32,722
among 58,541 students passed.

Besides, 170 students under
Dhaka board sat for the exams
in five centres abroad and 160
of them came out successful.

Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid handed over the
results to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina formally around
12:00noon yesterday in pres-
ence of the chairmen of all
boards.

Announcing the results at a
press conference at his
Secretaniat office, Nahid said,
" Misyearthe examination was
held amid fair and peaceful
atmosphere and the results
went in favour of those who
prepared themselves to test
theirmerit"

The minister thanked all
officials and employees of the
boards for publishing the
results in 58 days as promised
by his ministry. The examina-
tions began on April 16 and
ended on May 28.

The results are also avail-
able on the education board
website, which was launched
for the time, in all colleges and
exam centres, and on
cellphone through SMS.

Like the previous years,
colleges in urban areas, espe-
cially in the metropolises,
dominated with high number
of GPA-5 achievers and cent
percent passrecords.

Statistics show almost half
of GPA-5 scorers are from
Dhaka board. Like the previous
year, Rajshahi board students
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gotsecond highest GPA-5.
BOARD RESULTS
Dhakaboard saw71.53 percent
or 109,060 students passed
with 9,450 GPA-5 achievers.

In Rajshahi, 52,339 came
out successful with 70.47 per-
cent pass and 2,229 GPA-5
SCOrers.

Comilla board saw 27,598
students passed with 66.99
pass percentage and 601 GPA-
5.

Jessore board saw better
results than seven other educa-
tion boards with 78.77 percent
passand 2,093 GPA-5.

As many as 31,668 students
passed in Chittagong with
76.31 percent pass and 1,448
GPA-5holders.

In Barisal board, 19,972
students were successful witha
pass percentage of 67.20 and
574 GPA-5.

Under the Sylhet board,
13,413 students or 73.96 passed
and 439 obtained GPA-5.

As many as 32,722 students
or 55.9 percent from the first
batch of Dinajpur board were
successful and 1,388 of them
secured GPA-5.

Madrasa students were the
most successful with 84.14
pass rate, while they got 1,894
GPA-5scorers.

The Technical board stu-
dents also did well as 48,278
examinees or 80.74 percent
passed and 20 got GPA-5.
PRESS CONFERENCE
Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid said the govern-
ment took all-out initiatives to
ensure a fairand peaceful exam
environment.

On the decline in pass, he
said the examinees in fact did
remarkably well as the same
batch’'s pass percentage in
their Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) exams was
only58.36.

Restless efforts by the stu-
dents and hard labour by the
teachers and guardians have
paved the way for such good
results, he observed.

"We want to reach the goal
of making hundred percent
pass rate. At the same, we want
to ensure quality education.”

Asked about possible action
against the institutions with
Zero pass, the minister said
they have already collected
information about those sec-
ondary schools which had zero
percent pass rate.

They would also collect
information about the colleges
and would investigate the
matter, he added.

On policies and process
regarding university admis-
sion, he said they would
discuss the issue with the vice
chancellors of public and
private universities and

others concerned for a deci-
sion.

100 per, cent

Muzaffer

monln?;:nglndeah.

eopleo

: "l‘:'.?c should now work
together,” he said, adding that
Kaptai and Farakka barrages
had caused environmental
and biological disaster in
Bangladesh. Monga is the
result of the construction of
Farakka Barrage.

If Tipaimukh dam is con-
structed Monipuri indigenous
people of India will also be
affected, he said, adding: "We
will have to contact them. We
need to convince them to raise
their voices against the dam."

Muzaffer said indigenous
people have always been vocal
against Kaptai and Farakka
dams.

Muzaffer was delivering his
speech as the chief discussant
at a seminar on "Impact of
Tipaimukh dam construction:

at we should do to prevent
imminent disaster” at a res-
taurant in Sylhet yesterday
morning.

Sylhet Paribesh Andolon
and Rotary Club of Sylhet,
Sunshine, jointly organised
the seminar.

Muzaffer said the
Tipaimukh dam would inun-
date low-lying areas like Sylhet
and the agncultural system
there would be in jeopardy.

He said during the con-
struction of Farakka dam in
the 60s people could not
protest but now they are suf-
fering from its consequences.

Muzaffer urged the elected
lawmakers to inform the
ministries concerned about
the harmful effects of the dam.

If they discuss the issue in
the House the government
might take an environment-
friendly decision, he added.

Sadruddin Ahmed
Chowdhury, AK Kim, Enamul
Quddus Chowdhury,
Bahauddin Zakaria,
Debananda Bhattacharya,
Emadullah Shahidul Islam,
Mahbub Sobhani and ATM
‘Kamal also spoke.

100pc pass
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Twenty-five colleges under

Dhaka board, six under
Rajshahi, three under Comilla,
four each under Jessore,
Chittagong, Sylhet and
Dinajpur boards and two under
Barisal showed the excellent
performance.

Last year, 674 institutions
under all the education boards
had obtained cent per cent
success in the examinations.
The number of colleges having
pass -under the
seven general education boards
was 70 lasttime.

The number of technical
colleges and madrasas with
cent per cent success was 434 in
2007 and 363 in 2006.

Meanwhile, four colleges
each under Dhaka and Rajshahi
boards, three under Jessore, two
under Barisal, eight under
Dinajpur board, 16 madrasas
and four coll under the
technical education board
showed the worst result with
zero per cent success rate this

year.

Comilla and Sylhet boards
have achieved the success of not
having a single college with zero
pass rate for the past four con-
secutive years.

The number of least per-
forming colleges and madrasas
was 41 last year, 60 in 2007 and
701in 2006.

Swine flu
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having swine flu.

The first case of swine flu
infection in the country was
detected on June 18.

However, all the patients
except two have been cured by
this time, said Prof Mahmudur
while talking to the press at a
dissemination workshop on
Core Capacity Assessment for
Implementation of
International Health
Regulation (IHR) 2005 in
Bangladesh.

He also said that the [HR is
required for all the countries
and they allshould assess their
capacity.

Duangvadee Sungkhobol,
country representative of
WHO, said that the IHR 2005
aims at providing a legal
framework for the prevention,
detection and containment of
public health risks at its
source, before they spread
across borders, through the
collaborative actions of state
parties and the WHO.

She said the state parties
must have the capacity to
detect public health events
through a well-established
national surveillance and
response infrastructure. State
parties are required to collab-
orate actively with each other,
together with WHO, to mobi-
lise the financial resources,
she said.

Sungkhobol also said that
the [HR 2005 came into effect
in June 2007 and Bangladesh
government is capable of
meeting the requirements of
IHR.

Dr Anwar Hossain Munshi,
joint secretary of health minis-
try, Jahangir Alam Khan, direc-
tor general of Livestock
Department, and Hosne Ara
Tahmin, additional director
general of Health Directorate,
and Dr Be-Nazir Ahmed of the
Institute of Epidemiology,
Disease Control and Research,
among others, spoke at the
inaugural session.

N

<

Whip scorpions
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I thought there could be ani-

mals hiding under those
blocks.

Quickly I focused my cam-
era on it and told the driver to
lift the topmost block. As he
did so I noticed a pipe-like
structure, much thinner than
the lead of a pencil, projecting
fromahole.

On first sight, it looked like
an alien. I told my companion
to coax it out of its hiding
place. He did so and the ani-
mal obliged for a few seconds,
coming out of its hiding. It
walked a few paces gaudily
and then disappeared under
the unturned cement block.

By that time I had taken a
good look at it and also got a
fewshots ofit.

The animal is none other
than a funny-looking creature
known as Whip-Scorpion,
False Scorpion or
Vinegarroon. It iss more
related to the spider than their
physical resemblance to the
scorpions or Bichha or
Bichchhu as it is called in
Bengali. '

The very absence of the
sting and venom sac at the end
of its tail and a different
beaded flute-like tail con-
vinced me that it was not a
Bichha. However, I was not
sure of its identity.

After returning to Dhaka I
surfed several internet sites
and checked the Asiatic
Society's Fauna volume on
Arachnida --- a class of inver-
tebrates which include the
largest number of animals
after the Insects, with nearly
100,000 species of spiders,
several thousand ticks, mites,
harvestman, scorpions and
about 100 species of scorpion
look-alike Whip and False
scorpions.

During 1900 British scien-
tist Pocock described a species
Hypoctonus oatesii based on

specimens collected from
Shamshernager in Sylhet. A
second species of the same
genus named Hypoctonus
cramichaeli was named by a
scientistcalled Gravelyin 1916
and this was based on three
male Whip Scorpions col-
lected from Rangamati by a
specimen collector from the
Indian Museum in Calcutta
who accompanied Lord
Carmichael on an official tour
of Chitagong Hill Tracts.

A third species Uroproctus
assamensis was identified by
Stoliczka in 1869 based on
specimens collected from
Sylhetand Assam in India.

[ have recently photo-
graphed two of these three
species, one from Lawachhara
and the second from Kalenga
wildlife Office in the Tarap
Hills in Habiganj.

[ think these are the only
pictures taken of the two
species in Bangladesh after
the Whip-scorpions were first
discovered in the country in
the early 1900s.

They are called whip scor-
pion because their tail seg-
ments or the last abdominal
segments have been modified
into a long whip-like tube.
Moreover their appendage in
front of the firstleg is modified
as in a scorpion or crab, which
is used for crushing prey
animals.

The first pair of legs of this
creature is modified into
sensory organs and function
like the antennae of insects.
So, they walk on the remaining
three pairs of legs.

Also all Whip Scorpions
have organs at the base of the
whip that can spray a special
vinegar-like chemical. These
creatures are absolute night
animals and always hide
under dark objects during
daytime.

Thus they avoid sighting by
people.

Jumbo buses
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run by diesel--will ply Gabtali-
Asadgate-Farmgate-Shahbagh-
Gulistan route under the articu-
lated bus service project.

Executive Director of Dhaka
Transport Coordination, Board
(DTCB) Abu Bakar Mohammad
Shahjahan was learned to have
told the meeting that there is no
alternative to introducing the
articulated bus service in Dhaka
as traffic congestion in the cityis
gettingworse day byday.

He said some 4,000 mini-
buses are now plying in the city
and those need to be phased out
to ease the traffic jam.

The DTCB executive director
also called for making the city
roads free from rickshaws
before introducing the articu-
lated bus services.

Articulated buses (either
motorbuses or trolleybuses),
also known as tandem buses,
bendy buses, banana buses,
slinky buses, caterpillar buses or
accordion buses (and not to be
confused with fixible buses), are
buses of a type with an
increased passenger capacity.

Found almost exclusively in
public transportation use, these
buses are approximately 18m
(60 ft) long, while regular buses
are 11 to 14m (35-45 ft) long. To
make them nimble enough to
safely navigate streets at their
increased length, they are fitted
with an extra axle (set of wheels)
and a joint usually located
slightly behind the midpoint of

thebus, behind the second axle.

The special features of an
articulated bus are rapid simul-
taneous boarding and disem-
barkation through more and
larger doors, much larger pas-

“senger capacify (1204 versus 80-

90), increased stability from a
[ower centre of gravity, a some-
times smaller tuming radius,
higher maximum speed, and
accessibility to people with
disabilities and the elderly.

The meeting also decided to
reorganize the committee to
look into the feasibility of intro-
ducing articulated buses in the
city. The BRTC chairman will be
the chairman of the committee
while the DTCB executive
director cochairman. A repre-
sentative from the BRTA will be
co-opted as member.

The committee will submita
report to the communication
ministry.

The meeting asked the
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
to submit a study report within
the next one month describing
the merits and demerits of
dedicating the left-lanes of the
city roads for articulated bus
service.

The meeting also directed
the DCC to repair and renovate
the left side of the roads where
articulated buses will ply the
Gabtali-Asadgate-Farmgate-
Shahbag-Gulistan route and
mark the sides with color within
theshortest possible time.

Boro farming
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The agriculture and environ-
mental engineer of BADC said a
survey conducted in 2006
revealed depletion of under-
ground water in many districts
reached such an extent that
about 3 lakh shallow tube-wells
out of a total 11 lakh are unable
to liftwater during dryseason.

A zoning map of the govern-
ment agency says 78 percent
irrigated croplands in Pabna, 75
percent in Comilla, 60 percent
in Kushtia and Naogaon, 55
percent in Mymensingh and
Cox's Bazar, 50 percent in
Joypurhat, 49 percent in
Chittagong, 45 percent in Bogra
and Rajban and 30 percent in
Jhenidah, Netrakona, Gazipur
and Narayanganj have turned
worse.

Dr MA Sattar, head of
Irrigation and Water
Management Division at
Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute (BRRI), said they also
found almost similar features in
many of these districts.

“During dry season, around
72 percent irrigation is met by
underground water,” he said.

Both the experts said clima-
tic changes are contributing to
such decrease in rainfalls and
therefore the authorities must
take immediate measures to
increase irrigation efficiency
and make the best use of surface
water.

Engineer Eftekharul Alam
said presently the irrigation

»” i .

efficiency in the country is 30
percent, which could be
increased up to 42 percent.
“This means the water we use to
cultivate 30 acres of land would
beenoughtoirrigate 42 acres.”

Huge water is misused when
itis distributed, he said, adding
that cemented drains in distrib-
uting water to the paddy fields
could check such misuse.

Besides, farmers tradition-
ally keep paddy fields flooded
with water, which is not right, he
added. “Irrigating fields off and
on could also save a lot of water
and give betteryield.”

According to BRRI, 1500
litres of water is enough to
produce one kilogramme of
rice, but farmers generally apply
3,000 to 5,000 litres to grow a kg
ofrice.

A technology called
Alternative Wetting and Drying
to grow rice using less water
could require 20 to 25 percent
less irrigation, MA Sartar told
The Daily Star.

“We must make the best use
of this technology to save
underground water. Besides,
conservation of rainwater is a
must at a time when rainfall is
declining,” he said.

Dr Sattar said at the same
time the government must
ensure that water from the
upstream of the rivers is not
withdrawn that originated in
other countries and are flowing
through Bangladesh.

Nine of top 10
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Holy Cross College 339 and
Rajuk Uttara Model School and
College 317-- all in the capital,
Government AH College, Bogra
289, Cantonment College,
Jessore, 256, Milestone College,
Dhaka, 229 and Residential
Model College, Dhaka, 217.

Under Rajshahi board this
year, New Govt Degree College,
Rajshahi, topped the list of GPA-
5 achieving institutions with
441 students securing this grade
followed by Govt AH College,
Bogra, 289 and Bogra
Cantonment Public School and
College 175,

Chittagong College was at
the top under Chittagong board
with 313 GPA-5 scorers while
Govt Haji Muhammad Mohsin
College came next to it with 312
followed by Govt Commerce
College with 215,

Under Comilla board,
Comilla Victoria Govt College
topped the list with 158 stu-
dents achieving GPA-5 followed
by Ispahani Public School and
College with 74 and Comilla
Cadet College with 36.

The top three colleges under
Barisal board are Amritalal Dey
College with 133 GPA-5 scorers,
Barisal Government Women's
College 74 and Bansal Cadet
College 39.

Under Jessore board,
Cantonment College, Jessore,
Govt MM City College, Khulna,
and Govt Girls' College, Khulna,
gotthetop three positions.

Sylhet MC College topped
the list with 145 students secur-
ing GPA-5 while Jalalabad
Cantonment Public School and
College, and Sylhet Govt
Womens' College followed it
with63 and 61 respectively.

Under Dinajpur board,
Cantonment Public School and
College, Rangpur, was at the top
with 182 GPA-5 scorers, fol-
lowed by Rangpur Govt College
with 148 and Dinajpur Govt
College with 129,

Fee riddle
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Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam
signed the documents.

Contacted by The Daily
Star last night over phone, AL
leader Mrinal Kanti Das, who
was in the party delegation,
said presumably the payment
will be on a monthly basis. He
said the omission might be a
mistake.

The triennial fee for an AL
councillor was also increased
to Tk 100 from Tk 20. One will
also have to pay Tk 100 instead
of Tk 20 before joining the
triennial council.

An individual willing to
become a member of the party
will have to pay Tk 10 as fees
instead of Tk 5 along with an
application. A primary mem-
ber will have to pay a triennial
fee of Tk 10 instead of Tk 5.

Jatiya Party, which held its
council on Friday, also sub-
mitted its ratified constitution
to the Election Commission
yesterday.

First ODI
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and it has provided an oppor-
tunity for Bangladesh's stand-
in skipper Shakib Al Hasan to
lead his side to a memorable
double.

Bangladesh are yet towin a
one-day game against the
West Indies and the visitors
have only one Twenty20 vic-
tory over the hosts which
came during the 2007 World
Cup in South Africa.

The match will start at
8.30pm Bangladesh time,
Bangladesh Television and
TEN Sports will beam live
coverage from Dominica.

Bangladesh will definitely
miss the services of leading
paceman Mashrafe Bin
Mortaza, who returned home
with an injured knee having
done very little in the Test
series, as the Windsor Park
pitch is likely to offer both
pace and bounce.

The pitches have been
prepared to nullify the
Bangladesh spinners who
made the difference in the Test
series and to aid the West
Indian pacemen.

The second match will be
held at the same venue on July
28 and the third and final ODI
is scheduled for July 31 at
Warner Parkin St. Kitts,

City lacks gas
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for gas but the production has
notincreased proportionately.

The residents of Mirpur
especially block C of section-
12 are the worst sufferers
because of the old network of
one-inch-pipeline in the area,
which needs to be replaced, he
said.

Khalid said the if the pipes
are increased in diametre, the
gas supply situation will
improve significantly in the
are,
"We are trying our best and
hope to improve the situation
before Ramadan," he said.

However, the overall situa-
tion can only be improved by
an increase in gas production,
the Titas directoradded.
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Police on trail

FROM PAGE 16
During the raid, the CID team

seized some important
documents suﬁﬁ:sting the
NGO's links to militancy, said
intelligence sources.

The way the then CID
authorities acted on the matter
allowed the five to get off the
hook, theyadded. .

Despite specific information
that Saleem and Shahabuddin
had firearms in their posses-
sion, no attempt was made to
recover those, :

A case was filed against
Moulana Bakhtiar for possess-
ing a Pakistani passport. The
rest four faced no specific
charges and were shown
arrested under Section 54 of the
Criminal Procedure Code.

Later, the intelligence
agency that probed SSHI opera-
tions submitted a report to the
government, exposing how
Bakhtiar got freed in exchange
forTk5 lakh.

The agency had records of
Bakhtiar's telephone conversa-
tion with his father about this
whole arrangement with some
CID officials.

Another arrestee, Saleem,
got the president of Al Markajul
Islam, an Islamist NGO, to lobby
successfully for his release.

The intelligence agenc
report noted that militants wi
gain strength for CID's failure to

rove the charges against the
Ve.

Bakhtiar's father Sarder
Nuruzzaman yesterdaytold The
Daily Star that Servants of
Suffering Humanity closed its

the raid on

activities following
its office in 1999.

He also said Bakhtiar was the
local coordinator of SSHI, and
the South African and the
Pakistani were the international
coordinators.

The NGO had set up 750
Kawmi madrasas in cluster
villages across the country. It
stopped funding those
ma following crackdown
onthe NGO.

Bakhtiar went into hiding
after DB police arrested Mansur
at a house in Saodagarbari of
Dakkhin Khanon July 22,

Locals said Mansur and his
familry would live in a room on
the first floor for Tk 1,750 a
month.

Mansur's co-tenant said
they used to live a simple life.
Few relatives would visit them.

Bakhtiar's father and some
teachers of the madrasa denied
that Bakhtiar has gone into
hiding. They however admitted
he has not been attending the
madrasasince July22.

According to his father,
Bakhtiar is around 30 years old.
After completing hefz in two
years he went to Pakistan some-
time between 1990 and 1992
and studied in a madrasa in
Karachi.

OBAIDULLAH ON

FRESH REMAND

Mufti Obaidullah, another”’
detained Indian national and
LeT operative, was placed on a
five-day fresh remand yester-
day. He was earlier remanded
for seven days and grilled by the
Taskforce for Interrogation cell.

No curb
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of people a country can send
on the hajj based on the size of
their Muslim population.

But the spread of the
A(HINI) flu, with already
around 300 cases diagnosed in
Saudi Arabia, has worried
officials of possible mass out-
breaks during the two-week
period.

Many people have
cancelled plans to undertake
the minor pilgrimage, the
Umrah, which is most popular
during summer holidays and
the Ramadan period in August-
September, tour agents and
Makkah hoteliers interviewed
by AFP said.

On Wednesday health
ministers from 22 Arab coun-
tries held an emergency ses-
sion in Cairo together with
officials from the World Health
Organisation to address the
swine flu threat to the hajj, one
of the world's largest annual
mass movements of people.

The rapid spread of the
disease, which has killed some
800 people worldwide, accord-
ing to the WHO, had sparked
fears the pilgrimage would be
cancelled or severely curtailed.

Among numerous steps
adopted by the ministers was a
proposal to ban pilgrims older
than 65 and younger than 12.

Marghlani said the proposal
will soon be formally proposed
to the Saudi government, and
he expecteditwill beadopted.

It isn't clear how the ban
would affect the total number

Suicide bombers
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wouldrise.

"There are casualties but at
this moment we don't know
mcﬂ{]lﬁuw many people have
been killed and injured,” said
defence ministry spokesman
General Mohammad Zahir

Azimi said some of the
attackers were armed with
machine guns and rocket
launchers and exchanged fire
with security forces before
detonating their explosive-
laden vests, although the inte-
rior ministry did not confirm
this.

At least one of the bombers
detonated a car rigged with

losives in front of the police
headquarters, but that blast
causedno casualties.

Four injured people, includ-
ing three security personnel
and an eight-year-old girl, were
admitted to Khost hospital, a
doctorsaid.

Zabihullah Mujahed, a
Taliban spokesman, called AFP
from an undisclosed location
and said the insurgent Islamist
group was behind the attacks.

“Thirteen of our suicide
bombers attacked government
buildings in Khost," Mujahed
said. Taliban members are
known to exaggerate their
claims.

On Tuesday, five people died
when eight suicide bombers,
some dressed as women and
carrying guns, tried to storm
official property in two Afghan
cities, exposing the vulnerabil-
ity of the government in the run-
uptokeyelections.

Afghan authorities said later
that police arrested seven
would-be suicide bombers,
who would have inflicted may-
hem in further coordinated
strikes against the Western-
backed government.

Khost has become one of the
most dangerous cities in
Afghanistan over the last six
months and the scene of
repeated deadly artacks.

The eastern province is just
across the border from
Pakistan's wild Waziristan tribal
refFiun, where US and Afghan
officials accuse Islamist mili-
tants of plotting attacks on
troops across the border.

on hajj

of pilgrims from abroad.

For instance Indonesia,
which has a quota of 200,008
this year, had already set a
minimum age of 18, and only
0.5 percent of their pilgrims are
older than 65, according to
officials in the Indonesian
embassyin Riyadh.

Marghlani meanwhile said
an Egyptian woman who died
from swine flu after returning
from an Umrah trip to Saudi
Arabia likely contracted the
disease in her home country.

The husband of the woman,
the region’'s first reported
A(HIN1) death, criticised
Saudi authorities’ handling of
her case.

But Marghlani said the
woman tested negative for
swine flu during hospital treat-
ment inside Saudi Arabia for
other ailments, and had also
had cleared airport health
checks in Cairo.

"She came with a lot of
symptoms” including artery
blockages and signs of pneu-
monia, he said, but not the flu.

The woman also performed
the strenuous rituals four imes
-- for various members of her
family -- rather than once as is
normal, he said.

Madrasa Board
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11.36 points or 13.50 percent
higher than the overall pass rate
of ten educational boards that
standsat72.78 percent this year.

Out of 58,978 students,
49,626 including 18,682 female
students passed in Alim exami-
nation under Madrasa Board
this year. Male students have °
performed well this year secur-
ing 85.19 percent pass rate while
the female students secured
82.46 percent.

In terms of pass rate,
Madrasa board has been the
most successful among the ten
education boards in the past
four

Last year, the board secured
82.43 percent pass rate while the
overall pass rate of nine other
boards was 76.19 percent. In
2007 the board secured 74.31
percent success rate against the
overall pass rate of 65.60 per-
cent.

A total of 1894 students,
including 349 females, achieved
GPA-5 under the board this year
indicating that the ferales are
lagging behind.

Considering GPA-5 achiev-
ers, the board was second last
year but this year it has dropped
down to fourth among all the
ten education boards. The
number of GPA-5 holders under
the board has declined by 34.37
percent compared to previous
year's 2886 GPA-5achievers.

A total of 583 madrasas have
obtained cent percent pass rate
while the number was 501 last
year. The number of colleges
having cent percent pass rate
this year stands at only 52 while
it was 70 last year under seven
education boards.

This year 101 students were
expelled under the board while
172 students, the highest num-
ber, were expelled under the
Technical Education Board.

Meanwhile, the Technical
Education Board has witnessed
a slight decline in pass rate,
which stands at 80.74 percent
earning it the second position
among the ten boards. Last year,
the board achieved a success
rateof 81.27 percent.

Out of 59,792 candidates,
48,278 students-- 30,769 male
and 17,509 female-- passed
with 20 students--9 female and
11 male--achieving GPA-5 this
year. The number of GPA-5
achievers under the Technical
Education Board was 51 last

year.



