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The future of our campaign against corruption

We cannot have results overnight, or declare victory over
corruption by simply empowering an institution or individuals
to fight this malaise. But we can make progress if we show our
commitment to battle the venality of graft, larceny, and use of
public office for private gain atall levels of our society.

—

ZIAUDDIN CHOUDHURY

“In any country where talent and virtue produce no advancement, money will be the

inent people. We were all reassured by
these actions that, finally, the long arm
of the law has spared no one.

But our expectations were soon 10
be apprehended when the plethora of
cases kept piling up without much
advancement -- primarily for investi-
gation delays, and lack of adequate
evidence to prosecute the alleged
culprits. That was a principal reason
why only a handful of the individuals
out of about 150 celebrities arrested
and cited for corruption and pilferage

sad day if this perception turns 1o
reality.

No government lasts forever, least of
all an unelected interim government.
However, any good act that is under-
taken for the well being of the nation
deserves to continue, in my opinion,
the campaign against corruption and
corrupt politicians rates at the top of
such good acts.

The government that initiated this
bold campaign is no longer there. The
baton has been passed to a govern-
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- national god. Its inhabitants will either have to possess money or rrmka others believe of public exchequer could be prose- ment that was voted to power with the
that they do. Wealth will be the highest virtue, poverty the greatest vice. Those who hm{e cdtedinthRtrerton highest popular support in recent
money will display it in every imaginable way. If their ostentation does not exceed their Even this handful of prosecution history. And I do not think the govern-
fortune, all will be well. But if their ostentation does exceed I}.Iﬂ‘r :furtune Ifw}’ fvlﬂrum had Keest dons it/ atich s Depbagard - mmegt would like to defy the peuplle's
themselves. In such a country, the greatest fortunes will -vams-h in the twinkling of ol AT higher courts, later in will that we do not return to thEa period
eye. Those who don't have money will ruin themselves with vain efforts to conceal their a more litigation friendly climate, of kleptocracy that had eaten into our
poverty. That is one kind of affluence: the outward sign of wealth fur"a small number, i Md Maclare the whobls pracesiille- soul. | ‘
thema.skofpol.-erq'forrhenmjority.andasourceofcarmprianforaﬂ. ‘ gal, leaving us all wondering what A major reason why'an anti-
-- Diderot (French Philosopher) WentWrong. corruption campaign fails is because
i d In my earlier piece about when our actions i“:i;tefl by one ;nvern:n?:t
T was only a little more than two paign Lhmflgh writing, talk shows, a“d anti-corruption campaign was in full are shelved by t e:uc:t;ee ing gl:“f Will this chain reaction ever end?
hat our nation watched  Other public forums. Mostofusagreed . . |had commented that the entire mentung'rt‘:uundst atthose could have ' X SO e
ﬁzs:iz;emem as the stories of that this was a campaign that was long campaign would be doomed if the been politically motivated. In other However, even \’:’llth l:hftc: best” of But :: n-::;?tment ll; bag:t]e el
: : z ' lowed or simply intentions, and good will from all, a our :
stupendous corruption and greed of uve_rrjtue. one that would cleanse our . process did not move fast, qual-  cases, the actions are s m . good v e e i T
ou pulc oficiae were reveled on PO o1 £00d, andpae he WY 0t o invstigton id ot mprove, et isppear for peicl camprer, o 0 G20 ROUEL el prvate ettt
L .uf oy m_a-wspapers e T?Pal:" age as avenal country. L n}ml.ber Didigc o] n?t Usually, in a parliamentary democ- infrastructure comprises a firm politi- society.
electronic media. Most of us Uonalimag o brought within a reasonable limit. y 5 e i R Ay DA e A
applauded the virtuous campaign We applauded when Lh::: n?.nnbund Some of the recent acquittals by the racy, the party that had been voted out Fal support fort ccam'palgd . i 8 e s ey
against corruption that was launched Anti-Corruption Commission was higher court of several highly watched of power can exert pressuri;nththe r::::' u}df}]:endent anc:huTbil:s:m?f;LﬂdHiz o TN visil;le R
by the then interim government, and recharged, renewed, and lagnched corruption cases, unfortunately, gn?'ern.rrfeqt to carry on wi ' ec : ? e agenc'y at 1 et e e il ettt
ost of us seemed to be in full agree- N0 action with new leadership, who  o¢aplish this hypothesis. paign if it is the one that had initiated implement this campaign, and fortify 5 dered : fa program
:ent when the alleged perpetrators of Seemed highly committed to take on Another unfortunate fallout of these  it. Unff)rtunate!y. we do not have the ing it \:vith adequate resources to carry unhindere cnmnnnuance ofap grth :
; the menace of corruption head on. In  {ismi nd the litany of requests immediate past government that had out this mandate. started more than two years ago tha
the heinous offences were rounded up s dismissals, a y q _ _ 4 ' N el et PR EE Erits aHA
and thrown into jail. less than two years of its renewal @d for withdrawals of hundrer of such launched the antl-cnnupgon Eruslﬂ ic ‘Iknow we cannot a;e r;: £ el
The celebrity list included former restructure, the Anti Corruption cases, is a growing perception in ‘the FD ensure that. But our nation las 1F In night, and wﬁe cannn_t e;: are wcw l;y abroad.
ministers, parliamentarians, business Commission lodged more than i‘-:lhﬂ:' public mind that our 1[::;11111:).&1igr:.j against 1ts Cﬂfl:::fn:j;izi :‘:’Eefll::[:jﬂ]::::;liz :ger;ur::g::zﬂﬂbny ermii ;i ;rgfjl 5 em
ivi _Many of us sand cases with courts againstindivid- corruption is losing steam, and we are  promi ‘ | . ot + S
. S::E:;ea;i::fus:;??t:uthhi: cam- uals from all walks oflife, mostly prom- going back to our old ways. It willbe a carryon with the campaign. fight this malaise. This is an uphill task. Ziauddin Choudhury is a former civil servant.
Redefining victory in Afghanistan
President Leonid Brezhnev boasted quarter goes to the general people.
TH . : : . T § that it will take two to three weeks to And it accounts for two thirds of GDP.
If mllltary VICtOW s a matterof a SUbJUgatlon of the people then L complete the operation. The That is why Afghan life continues to
. . | ' were pinned down. The war - remainefsubsistencelevel. s wig
PNQhamStan 'S:'Ihemps?!“;e;amerousplaceIm}thelworl'd:' There Erl:im:; erE {)en yearf:. When the ‘The' living standard fs'primftive!
are On‘y pynhlc victories In AfghanlStan' lndeed VlCtOl'y In Russians left in 1989 they had suf- The 2004 United Nations
AfghaniStan has altogethe’lradiﬁerentmeaning. fered over 19,000 ca‘sualties. 1.5mil- Development indicators list
lion Afghans were killed and the war Afghanistan at the bottom of the
' : left 15 million landmines in table, being 173 outof 178. All signifi-
oot s Sy gettu_lg refstwe al?uuthth_e Afghanistan. cant humai indicators like nutrition,
OON the world will see the 80th I:;flsence £ S e A If military victory is a matter of a infant mortality, life expectancy apd
S anniversary of the rout of Civilian casualties are aiding the subjug.:atmn* of the people then literacy list Ai;g_haﬁ{st:? gponrlsy. ;;f:
Talibans by American forces in  rage. Thousands have died and the Mghaqistan is the most treacherous expeFtancy at 1rtl1 is 42. lw{ia;?.
Afghanistan. The coalition force is death toll stokes the fire of ven- place in the w.orld.. There are only the 1n‘fantrr:hnrta ity is 154.67 per
now a 4l-nation International pgeance. Lastyear alone around 1,000 pyrrhic 'fu:tonﬁfs in Afghamstan. 1,000 live births [2003‘}1. -
Security Assistance Forces (ISAF). The civilians were killed by errant combat Indeed victory in Afghan‘lstan has HalftheAfghan children un erSZr]e
total strength of Allied Forceshasgone mission and by wayward air-strikes. altogether a different meaning. : malnour?shed. Only 10‘53 ofmr# moth-
& UPp 10 90,000. The US troops strength  The vengeance runs deep; the victory The new ISAF commander in ers are llFerate_. Adult 'ht;;[a)(gsl]sjzﬁ%-
has increased from 57,000 to 68,000. of the coalition forces has fallen into Afghanistan General McChrystal Gross na"tmnajvmcgmem Dollar.
President Obama’'s administration disrepute. Poppy cultivation is pay- wants to provide secuntg lio the Populatmn using improved samtaqon
has relocated its focus from Iraq to ingcourtto the Talibans, and is thriv- Afghan people. For that he will isolate fs 34%. The pgrcgntage ufReople using
Afghanistan. A new US commander ing. The coalition forces are learning the Taliban pockets from the general 1mpmvgd drinking water. is Z?%. The
General Stanley McChrystal has tolive withit. Now how do you define < people. There will be no more wa?'- per capita health expendxtﬁure is 19_ US
replaced General David McKiernan as victoryin Afghanistan? “It's not victory until Afghanistan says so. ward air-strikes of the kind seen in Dol'lar. One year old 1m_rqunlsed
the Chief of ISAF forces. For the coalition forces the very the past. He comes nearer to the against rpeasles 15: 64%. Pbysm_:ans per
It is the second longest American definition of victory is changing. wary of foreigners. It has been dem- to Kabul supported by 30,000 strong Afghan people. But he misses the 100.‘0"30 is 19. Children ‘“flth diarrhoea
war after Vietnam. Yet the ISAF casu- Former American foreign secretary onstrated down the history. baggage train. His order was to "take pointthatonce theyleave the pockets TeCeIiving oral re—hyquon are 48%.
alties keep mounting. More than 1200 General Colin Powel realised the In the thirties of the 19th century,a Afghanistan in hand and make it a the Talibans swarm back within the PETCE_“”BE of ““dEf'.f“'E .chlldren
coalition troops have died in ground realities of Afghanistan, and contest was going on between the British dependency.” Kabul was shortest possible time. It is the tribal E.Uffﬂflﬂg_ fff_"n underweight is 39. The
Afghanistan. Of the dead, 730 were wisely observed that "victory" in British and the Russians for sphere of occupied and a puppet ruler was compact that gives them security. litany of ills 1sln_nng. : .
Americans 175 British and 124 Afghanistan has to be redefined. influence in Kabul. It was an inflexi- installed. But the Afghans were not Foreign presence only destabilises it. FO{ Afghanistan VICtDr}’ Is to _bE
Canadian. Britain is nervous aboutits From the way things are turning out ble decision of the British that the type that would tolerate foreign That is why it is much easier for the IEdEflnEd hEH“-‘_- ThE}ﬂSk list for VAQr
growing casualties. The Talibans are in Afghanistan, it can be understood Afghanistan has to be secured for the troops for too long. Soon they rose in Talibans to snuggle back into the tory in Afghanistan is to be fought‘m
as elusive as ever. And when they that the prospect of a decisive mili- British Raj. The tussle was called the revoltand Burnes was cutto pieces. favour of Afghan people. Their pres- human development and social
strike they strike with ferocity. tary victory looks remote. Itis becom- "Great Game." Itrequired patienceto ~ The whole army was routed, a ence offerssecurity. advancement sectors. For that the
Not long ago, they had launched a ing a battle of winning the hearts and play the "Great Game" deftly, but the single soldier managed to struggle to Poppy cultivation is another reality €Ountries of C_D‘f‘l_'""“ f‘:c“ have
daring attack on Kandahar jail and minds of the Afghans. British wanted quick result. Peshawar in bedraggled condition. in Afghanistan. Only 4% of the total unlimited P‘Osmb']'ty' Wel‘ i get £
secured the release of their fellow  Afghanistan has a predominantly  Alexander "Bokhara" Burnes was The event remains a chilling arableland in Afghanistan is used for 3¢ how quickly the coa '“““k O
combatants. The Talibans are far tribal society. It is a patchwork of the British commander. He was an reminder for any foreign occupation poppy cultivation. It is the high learn it and get down to work on it.
from being a spent force. dominant Pashtuns, Tajiks, Uzbeks, impetuous career soldier and wanted inAfghanistan. return that attracts Afghans to poppy The sooner the better.
Disen'chantmem of Afghans with Hazaras, Turkomens, Baloch and to go all out. A contingent of 15,000 When the Russians went to cultivation. Of the 3 billion US Dollar Syed Magsud Jamil is a freelance contributor to The Dady
coalition forces are growing and the others. The Afghans have always been British and Indian soldiers were sent Afghanistan the then Russian generated from opium trade only a g
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ONLY IN
ASIA

by Nury Vittachi

N

friend of mine wanted to rent
Aa shop space. He was pleas-

antly surprised to find one
might soon become available on the
second floor of a shopping mall
nearby. "Thank goodness,” he said. "I
| was worried the only thing I'd be able
to get is somewhere tucked away on a
high floor of some tall building.”

His fears made sense to me. Last
year | bought a camera from a fancy
showroom in town. It stopped work-
ing. I was told to go to the customer
service department.

This turned out to be a tiny room on

the tenth floor of a huge block on a
sprawling industrial estate on an
otherwise uninhabited tundra in the
extreme north of Russia or somewhere
like that. I threw the camera away.

I told him: "The second floor is as
high as you want to be. Never rent a
place higher than that.”

The following day, we arrived at the
car park of the mall, and then went up
two or three floors to meet a friend
who was acting as our unofficial prop-
erty advisor. "Is this the second floor?”
I asked. She shook her head. "No. You
just came up through three layers of
car park which don't count.” I replied:
“So this is the ground floor?" She
shook her head again.

We went up the escalator to the next
level of the building. "So this is the
ground level?" | asked. She replied:
"No, actually, this is the lower ground
level." We went up another escalator.

How malls trick retailers

"So this must be the ground level,” |
said. She shook her head again, saying:
"No, there are two lower ground lev-
els.”

We went up yet another set of esca-
lators. This time I didn't need to ask. |
just looked at her. Looking guilty, she
said: "This is also not the ground level.
This is the upper lower ground level
mezzanine.” (Mezzanine means "in-
between floor.") [ am not making any
of this up. You can go and check it out
yourself. The mall is in called Festival
Walkand isin Hong Kong.

We eventually reached a floor,
which was labeled "ground level." By
that time, I calculated that we had
risen at least eight floors from where
we started. A short walk along this
level led us to yet another set of escala-
tors, which we climbed, expecting to
reach the first floor. But this turned out
to be the "upper ground floor." I

pointed to a nearby set of escalators.
"So they lead us to the first floor?" |
asked. She shook her head and said.
“No, they lead to the upper ground
floor mezzanine."

To cuta long story short, we eventually
found the store. It was right at the top of
the building, on a level labeled "second
floor," which was at least 11, possibly 12
floors up from where we'd started.

Despite this ridiculous situation,
my friend put down a cash deposit for
the shop. If the managers of that shop-
ping mall are reading this, you have to
collect it. He has left it for you in a tiny
room on the ninety-eighth floor of a
huge block on a sprawling industrial
estate on an otherwise uninhabited

dune in the extreme west of the Gobi
Desert. Good luck.

For more on shopping mall floors, visit our columnist at
www. vittachi.com.
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