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Torres ready for action
K's W Football

AFP, Singapore
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Woodgate to
miss start of
season

AFP, London

SP

Lucio slates
Van Gaal

AFP, Berlin

The Baily Star

Gerrard
found

not guilty

percent as soon as possible. | | .

"It's difficult to return to training in this
weather and this heat. We are tired and stiff but
we still have one month before the season starts
sothereis time to beready.”

With Steven Gerrard in court on affray
charges back in Liverpool, Torres is the star
attraction for fans in Asia and he has been
overwhelmed by the attention.

Bayern Munich's new Dutch
manager Louis Van Gaal
"showed me a lack of respect,”
'Kicker' soccer magazine
quoted Brazil captain and star
defender Lucio as saying on
Thursday.

Tottenham manager Harry
Redknapp revealed on
Thursday that England
defender Jonathan Woodgate
will miss the start of the season

Fernando Torres has had barely three weeks
away from football but that is enough for the
Spanish striker who is itching to get back into
action.

Liverpool and England foot-
ball star Steven Gerrard was
found not guilty of affray
Friday over an alleged assault

)

onabusinessman during a bar
brawl.

The player showed no
emotion when the verdict was
read out, after 70 minutes of
jurydeliberation.

Judge Henry Globe told
Gerrard:: "The verdict is a
credible verdict on the full
facts of this case, and you walk
away from this court with your
reputation intact.”

Gerrard was accused of
being part of a group that
injured Marcus McGee at the
Lounge Inn nightclub in
Southport near Liverpool,
northwest England, in
Decemberlast year.

The midfielder was cele-
brating his club’s 5-1 win at
Newcastle United at the time.
He denied the charge of affray.
Aninitial charge of assault was
dropped at a court hearing in
March.

Giving evidence at the trial
Thursday, the 29-year-old
midfielder had insisted he
punched 34-year-old busi-
nessman McGee only in self-
defence after an argument
about what music was being
played.

But he said he was sorry
about what he did, adding
"Obviously I am upset about
how the whole thing turned
out.”

PHOTO: AFP

England and Liverpool star Steven Gerrard arrives at Liverpool
Crown Courtto face trial for affray on Friday.

"Henry pledges future

to Barcelona

I’'s ¥ Football :

AFP, London

Thierry Henry has declared he now loves life with
Barcelona so much he cannot contemplate ever
playing foranyotherteam.

The 31-year-old is regarded as a legend at
Arsenal, where he became the club’s record
goal-scorer during eight Premier League cam-
paigns in north London, but he is beginning to
enjoy his time inCataloniajustas much.

After a rocky first season at the Nou Camp, in
which Barca failed to lift a single trophy, it was
rumoured the French striker was keen to return
to England.

But following a stellar 2008-09 campaign,
which saw Josep Guardiola's side out-play
Manchester United to win the Champions
League, as well as claiming the Spanish league
and cup double, Henry believes he has finally
embarked upon a special relatonship that
wouldbehardtoend.

"I had a difficult first season, it has to be said,
but when we won the treble we had a special
event on the pitch,” he said. "I took the micro-
phone and said some things that really came
from myheart.

"Isaid to the Barcelonafans thatfinallylwasa
fan of the club. That was the first time I felt I could
say that. In the first season [ didn't deliver,
although Idon'tfeel Icheated anyone.

"It would be impossible to walk out after that.
And I also had a great discussion with the boss,
who reassured me he wanted me to stay.

“I still miss London, don't get me wrong, but
Barcelona is an amazing town and finally | feel |
am partoftheteamat thisclub.”

Henry scored 26 goals last term as part of a
three-pronged strike force also featuring Leo
Messiand Samuel Eto’o.

Cameroon international Eto'o is in the pro-
cess of moving to Inter Milan however, with
Zlatan Ibrahimovic travelling in the opposite
direction.

The tall and physically imposing Sweden
international is a more robust type of player and
will bring with him from Italy a reputation for
arrogance.

But Henry insisted he was looking forward to
getting to know both sides of the newcomer's
personality.

"“Technically he can keep whatever ball you
throwathim,"” Henry said. "And whatI like about
him is his character. For some people it is a bit
too much but I don't mind. To be a player like
thatyouhave to haveit.”

While Henry thrives at Barca, Arsenal have
not lifted a trophy since his departure in 2007
and have been out-spent over the past few years
by Chelsea, Manchester United, Liverpool and
now Manchester City.

The latter have taken Togo international
forward Emmanuel Adebayor off Arsenal's
hands for a 25 million pounds fee, but Henry is
adamant Arsene Wenger's policy of blending
young players with less-expensive imports
could yet see the Premier League title coming
backtonorth London.

"Arsene and Arsenal have proven so many
times that they can win without spending a lot of
money,” hesaid.

"People talk about the top four but the only
thing that matters to me is who is going to be top
and I know that's how Arsene sees it as well. It
can happen this year.

“Itwon'tbe easybecause there are teams who
are doing it every time but you never know what
can happen.” ‘

Henry was talking ahead of Barca's appear-
ance at the Wembley Cup pre-season tourna-
ment, also featuring Spurs, Celtic and Egyptian
champions Al Ahly, which starts on Friday and
continues on Sunday:.

r..

R ¢ N i
A *® .-’?*-::
e
; /o8
-

LT
- , ;I' ¢ _‘
- | 3 K

4 A

. {.’:I 'l_ |

SCARIEE S R S S -,

—

PHOTO: AFP
Barcelona's new signing Brazilian Keirrison da Souza Carneiro gives the thumbs up outside Nou

Camp after agreeing terms with the Catalan club on Thursday.
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AFP, Seoul

Patrice Evra counts Park Ji-Sung as a close friend
but even he has been at the fanatical
support the midfielder gets on home turf, calling
him "the David Beckham of Korea".

The France left-back has accompanied Park on
some promotional events on the Korean leg of their
pre-season tour of Asia and said he wasin awe.

"When Ji first arrived in Manchester he never
talked and people didn't know much about him.
But when we arrive in Seoul you can see he is the

KingofKorea,"hetold the clubwebsite.

“They shake, they cry, they scream when they
see him. It's amazing. He's like the David
Bedhmn.r of Korea.

m happy for him because he's a reall
Mb‘ﬂmdonﬂwpildlhcahﬂmglm m%’

Evra in awe of Park

percentforthe team. That'swhypeoplelove him."

Park's enthusiasm and ability have endeared
him to Sir Alex Ferguson with the club to offer
himanew contract.

Britain's Daily Express said itwould see Park's
current 30,000 pounds (49,500 dollars) a week
deal doubled to 60,000 pounds.

Ferguson, meanwhile, has paid tribute to the
welcome the team have received in Asia, saying
the support they have in the region never ceases
to amaze him.

“I'm still amazed sometimes when we arrive
at hotels and there are thousands of fans hang-
ing about. Then they're in the corridors and in
the lifts,” he said.

“You have to admire that love of the club. We
experienced it here in Seoul two years ago and
it's just asgood this time.

“In facy, it's typical of the whole Far East -- we
have a terrific fan base and there's a great fanati-
cism here.”

"Every coach has his own
opinion and that is normal, bit
[ was not given enough respect
during my separation (from
Bayern to Inter Milan) and I
consider 1 deserved better
treatment,” the Brazilian said.

“I am a world champion (in
the 2002 winning Brazil team)
as well as winning the
Confederations Cup twice and
was chosen best defender in
the Bundesliga,

"Surely I did not need to
show him further proof of my
abilities?" he added.

Last week, the 31-year-old
defender signed a three-year
contract with Inter for a
reported 8 million euros.

Meanwhile, Bayern's
Franck Ribery is still unable to
train due to a knee injury, the
German club said on
Thursday.

The 26-year-old French
midfielder has an inflamma-
tion to his left knee which
prevented him from training
with the squad at a pre-season
camp at Donaueschingen in
south-east Germany.

Ribery, under contract at
Bayern until 2011, continues
to be the focus of media spec-
ulation in Germany about a
possible switch to big-
spending Real Madrid, a move
Bayern management have
said isimpossible.

Striker Luca Toni also
missed training with a thigh
sprain, the club said.

Stuttgart want
Negredo

AFP, Madrid

Stuttgart are interested in
signing Real Madrid's Spanish
striker Alvaro Negredo after
the German club's bid to get
Klaas-Jan Huntelaar fell
through, Spanish sports paper
Marcasaid on Friday:.

The 23-year-old, scorer of
19 goals while on loan at
Almeria last season, IS now
backonReal's books.

But staff at the Bernabeu
have indicated they would like
to sell him because of the
current glut of forwards and
attacking midfielders includ-
ing Christiano Ronaldo, Kaka,
Arjen Robben, Raul, Karim
Benzema, Gonzalo Higuain
and Ruud Van Nistelrooy as
well as Huntelaar and
Negredo.

Other clubs said to bein the
frame for Negredo's services
include Villareal and Seville as
well as English side
Tottenham.

Dutch international
Huntelaar, also surplus to
requirements in Madrid,
joined the rest of the squad for
training on Friday after miss-
ing the side's pre-season visit
to Ireland while he awaits the
outcome of discussions about
a possible transfer to
Tottenham.

Real have spent at least 209
million euros this summer on
stellar signings.

The Spanish club has
unsuccessfully attempted to
lure French star Franck Ribery
from Bayern Munich as well as
Spanish international Xabi
Alonso from Liverpool.

'Brazil can
afford WC'

AFP, Sao Paulo

Brazil is financially well-
equipped to stage the 2014
football World Cup as well as
the 2016 Olympic Games,
President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva said on Friday.

"We meet all the require-
ments for the World Cup but
we want more - we also want
the 2016 Olympic Games, Lula
said in an interview with Sao
Paolo's Radio Globo.

The president promised 80
billion Reales (29.7 billion
euros) would be available to
fund the 2014 World Cup
which world football body
FIFA awarded to Brazil two
years ago.

The radio station has car-
ried out a survey of 12
Brazilian cities which would
be involved in the soccer
tournament, estimating
stadium infrastructure and
other essential facilities would
add up toatleast 80 billion.

"Obviously we would not
want to organize the World
Cup if we did not have the
money,” added the President.

The International Olympic
Committee is to make a final
decision on October 2 about
the location of the 2016
Olympics, with Rio de Janeiro,
Madrid, Tokyo and Chicago in

the running.

Spanish player.

said Torres.

After Liverpool finished second in the
Premier League Torres jetted to South Africa to
play for his country at the Confederations Cup,
where he scored the fastest hat-trick by . a

It meant he had less time off-duty than
others, but the 25-year-old is now focused on
his pre-season preparations and wants to get
more time on the clock after appearing for only
10 minutes against Thailand onWednesday.

Manager Rafael Benitez is carefully manag-
ing his top asset, but he should get a game
against Singapore on Sunday as they wrap up
the Asian leg of their pre-season tour.

"Whatever Rafa thinks is best is fine for me,”

"l am feeling good and want to get to 100

player.”

"It's important for us to come to Asia to see
our amazing fans," he said.

"It was really nice to hear them singing my
name and to see so many fans with my shirton
atour lastgame. [tmakes me really proud.

"I'm not surprised how big Liverpool are out
here but I am surprised how popular I am. |
have to thank Liverpool for making me that

Torres, who recently signed an improved
contract, insisted on Thursday that the Reds
canwin the Premier League this season.

"I came to Liverpool to win trophies and it's
been two years withoutone which isalongtime
for Liverpool,” he said.

"Butl'm sure we can win the Premier League
orthe Champions League.”
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shopin Singapore on Friday.

after flying to America for
treatmenton agroin injury.

Woodgate's latest injury is a
major headache for Redknapp
as centre-back Ledley King has
not been able to take part in
pre-season training due to his
recurring knee injury, while
fellow defender Michael
Dawson has a damaged
Achilles.

“All three central defenders
are struggling for the start of
the season in all honesty soitis
not an ideal situation,”
Redknapp told Tottenham's
website.

PHOTO: AFP

Liverpool players Albert Riera (L) and Emiliano Insua (R) prepare to throw mini autographed footballs to fans during a visit to a sports

AFP, Chicago

The United States blanked
Honduras 2-0 Thursday to
earn a berth in their third-
straight CONCACAF Golf Cup
final.

Kenny Cooper scored as
the game reached 90 minutes
to clinch the win while
Clarence Goodson's goal late
in the first half proved to be
the winner.

The United States will
meet Mexico in Sunday's final
at Giants Stadium in East
Rutherford, New Jersey.

The Americans have won
the past two Gold Cup titles
and will meet Mexico for the
fourth time in the final.

"It's a big opportunity for
allofus, and we're all trying to
take advantage of that,” said
Goodson. -

American goalkeeper Troy
Perkins helped seal the win
with a key stop with five
minutes to go. He posted his
third shutout of the tourna-
ment.

[t was the American's third
victory in two months over
Honduras.

"We have to accept reality
and learn from what we expe-
rienced here,” Honduran
coach Reinaldo Rueda said.
"We didn't reach our objec-
tiveinreaching the final."

The US team, which has
not dropped a game in the

event, fired 17 shots at the
Honduran net compared to
just 10 for their opponents.

"They're not intimidated
by the situations,” said
American player Brian Ching
of some of his younger team-
mates. "Some of the guys
have shown well, and that's
always a good sign of things to
come."

American coach Bob
Bradley said their success in
the Gold Cup shows that the
sportisontherisein the US.

"It's a good sign," Bradley
said. "It shows that people are
working together.

"It's important that our
programme, not just the
senior national team, but on
down to our youth teams, that
we continue to grow."

Bradley said Honduras
made them work for
Thursday's win.

"l think Honduras also
proved in this tournament
that they also have a deep
pool of players because we
know the players for their
team that are not here,”
Bradley said. "I think it shows
again Rueda does a good job
in terms of how he looks to
move players in and the
options thathe has.”

Mexico needed penalties
to beat Costa Rica on
Thursday and advance to the
Gold Cup final.

Guillermo Franco's scored
in the 88th minute to give
Mexico a 1-0 lead, but Froylan
Ledezma tied it in the third

USA in final again

minute of extra time. Mexico
wonit5-3 in penalties,

Lee agrees
Bolton move

AFP, Seoul

Star South Korean midfielder
Lee Chung-Yong is heading to
English Premier League club
Bolton for about three million
dollars, his team said Friday.

The 21-year-old has
reached a verbal agreement
with the northern English side
to sign a three-year contract
for a transfer fee of about two
million pounds (three million
dollars), FC Seoul said.

"The contract will be signed
officially after a work permit is
issued,” the K-League side said
inastatement.

The winger is expected to
earn about 1.5 billion won (1.2
million dollars) annually,
Seoul said.

A successful deal would
make Lee the seventh Korean
to play in England, following
the trailblazing example set by
Park Ji-Sung of Manchester
United.

Lee, who has spent this
week in England for talks with
Bolton officials, was due back
in South Korea on Friday.

He played a major role in
propelling South Korea to next
year's World Cup finals in
South Africa with four qualify-
ing wins and four draws.

PHOTO: AFP

Manchester City forwards Emmanuel Adebayor (L) and Robinho (R) pose with former South African
President Nelson Mandela in his office in Houghton to wish him a happy 91st birthday on Thursday.

Neville out of
Asian tour

AFP, Seoul

Manchester United captain
Gary Neville has suffered a
groin strain and will take no
further part in the current
Asian tour, the club said on
Friday.

The injury-prone 34-year-
old defender has already left
South Korea for Manchester to
undergo treatment on what
was described as a minor
injury.

Neville trained at the Seoul
World Cup Stadium on
Thursday but departed Friday
ahead of the match against FC
Seoul.

He will also miss the game
in China on Sunday against
Hangzhou Greentown.

Sir Alex Ferguson said he
could be available for either
their Valencia friendly at Old
Trafford on August 5 or the
Community Shield clash
against Chelsea at Wembley
fourdays later

"It made sense for Gary to
head home to start getting
treatment at Carrington,” he
told MUTV. "We're hoping
he'll be ready in about 10
days.”

The England international
was an unused substitute in
United's first tour game
against a Malaysian XI in
Kuala Lumpur before getting
62 minutes under his belt
against the same side earlier
this week.

Man City loan
Caicedo to
Sporting

AFP, Lisbon

Ecuadorian striker Felipe
Caicedo is being loaned by
Manchester City to Sporting
Lisbon, the Portuguese club
said onThursday.

The agreement issubjectto
the 20-year-old passing a
medical examination in the
Portuguese capital.

Caicedo was headhunted
aged just 17 from his native
country by Swiss club FC Basel
in 2005. He joined City in
January last year from Basel
forseven million euros - one of
the highest transfers paid in
the Swiss league.

Sporting kick off their
season next Wednesday when
they face Dutch club FC
Twente in a Champions
League 3rd round qualifying
fixture.




