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NEWS IN BRIEF

Hillary urges Myanmar to
free Suu Kyi

AFP, PHUKET: US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton yester-
day urged Myanmar to free democracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyi, saying such a move could pave the way for investments
from the United States.

“If she were released that would open up opportunities at
least for my country to expand our relationship with Burma,
including investments in Burma,” she said, referrning to
Myanmar by its former name. Speaking after meetings in
Phuket on the eve of Asia’s biggest annual security forum, she
said suchopportunities were “up to the Burmese leadership”.

13 dead in Egyptroad crash

AFP, CAIRO: Thirteen people were killed and 26 were injured
yesterday when a passenger bus and pick-up truck collided
head-on on aroadin Egypt's Western Desert, a police official
said.

"One of the dnvers lost control of the wheel, causing the
crash. Thirteen people were killed immediately, and 26
injured were taken to hospital," in Wadi Gedeed province
west of Cairo, the official told AFP.

Kyrgyzstan chooses new
president today

AP, BISHKEK: The Central Asian nation of kyrgystan hosts a
key US mulitary air base votes today in a presidential election
that is almost certain to tighten the incumbent's grip on
power in the former Sovietrepublic.

If re-elected, Kurmanbek Bakiyev is expected to continue
his impoverished country’s policy of playing Moscow
againstWashington in an effort to win aid from both. Bakiyev
campaigned on a platform of stability, appealing to voter's
desire to see an end to political turmoil. But the opposition
accuses him of using intimidation to help ensure the contin-
uation of his rule.
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The US 'is back' in Asia,
says Hillary Clinton

f\l’, Phuker

And in an appearance Wednesday morning

LS Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
arrived at a key security conference vesterday
a no-nonsense message that the
United States is ready to re-engage with Asia

CAlrying

after yearsof neglect

Hillary, armiving from Bangkok, moved right
into talks with Asian counterparts gathered for
two days of international meetings to discuss
North Korea, Myanmar and a range of other

regional issues.

She said she will sign the seminal Treaty of
Amity and Cooperation of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN, a commit-
ment to peacefully resolve regional disputes
that already has been signed by more than a
dozen countriesoutside the 10-nation bloc

"The United States is back,” she declared
upon arrival in the Thai capital Tuesday:.

Asla.

[

on a I'hai TV talk show in Bangkok she said,
“PresidentObama and I are giving greatimpor-
tance to this region,” suggesting that the
administration of former President George W.
Bushneglected USinterestsinAsia.

ol the new US approach, she said, is the fact
that her first overseas trip, in February, was to

'l believe strongly the United States has to
be involved in this region,"” she added. Her
main aim in visiting Southeast Asia this time,
she said, is to "work hard to try to bring a sense
of future possibilities” for partnerships to
ensure Hillary was asked whether she thinks
the US image abroad has been improving
under President Barack Obama.

“Itcertainly feelslikeit,” shesaid. "“Thereis a
great sigh of relief in some places” she has
visited this year

5 Iranians
killed
in Iraq

AFP, Baquba

Gunmen have shot dead five
Iranian pilgrims, including a
woman, in an attack on a
minibus near the restive Iraqi
city of Baquba yesterday,
police said.

"At least five people were
killed in an attack by armed
men against three buses car-
rying Iranian pilgrims in the
Nabi Wais region,” a police
official at the provincial secu-
rity command centre said.

He said the five victims
were among about 30 pilgrims
travelling on minibuses in the
area northeast of Baquba, the
capital of the province of
Diyala north of the Iraqi capi-
tal.,

The artack came a day after
21 people were killed in a wave
of attacks across lIraq on
Tuesday, one of the bloodiest
days since US forces pulled
out ol towns and cities across
the country on June 30,

Shiite faithful, including
Iranians, have often been the
target of attack during reli-
glous ceremonies in Iraq and
pilgrimages to holy Muslim
sites.

Despite the violence, hun-
dreds of thousands of Iranians
travel to Iraq every year to visit
Shiite shrines since the Sunni-
led regime of Saddam Hussein
was toppled in the US-led
invasion 0f 2003,

In Apnil, 56 people were
killed in a suicide bombing on
a restaurant packed with
Iranian pilgrims in
Mugdadiyah, north of Baquba
in Diyala province, which
remains one of the most dan-
gerous areas of the country.

PHOTO AFP
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton meets with Japanese Foreign Minister Hirofumi Nakasone (R) in

the Thal resort of Phuket yesterday prior to a bilateral meeting at the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Post Ministerial Conference (PMC).
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North and south
Sudan accept int'l
court ruling

AFP, Abyei

North and south Sudan have
accepted yesterday's interna-
tional arbitration court ruling
altering the borders of the
disputed oil-rich Abyei region,
officials from the former foes
said. y

“This decision is final and
binding for both parties,”
Mutrif Siddiq, undersecretary
of foreign affairs and a senior
member of the Khartoum
government, told AFP.

Former southern fighter
and Foreign Minister Deng
Alor, who was in Abyei with
other senior officials for the
ruling, said his Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement would
accepted the decision of The
Hague court.

“The PCA (Permanent
Court of Arbitration) decision
is binding on the parties: the
SPLM and the people of this
area will respect this deci-
sion,” hesaid.

The SPIM fought a two-
decade war with Khartoum,
the longest civil war in Alfrica,
before the foes reached a
power-sharing deal in 2005.

Additional UN peace-
keepers were deployed
ahead of the ruling to the
district bordering the
Muslim north and the mainly
Christian and animist south
for fears of a repeat of vio-
lence that left 100 people
dead there in May last year.

The 2008 clashes razed
Abvyei town and left tens of
thousands homeless in what
analysts described as the most

serious threat to the 2005
peace deal that ended the civil
war.

The ruling, issued after
Khartoumn complained that a
previous border commission
had decided on the wrong
frontiers, moved Abyei's
eastern, western and northern
borders.

“Both parties have agreed
that this question IS now
settled,” said the UN secretary
general's special representa-
tive Ashraf Qazi, who had
voiced concern about the
buildup of fighters in the area
ahead of the ruling.

"This decision clearly
demonstrates that, even on
the most difficult and sensi-
tive of disputes, the parties
can find a peaceful solution if
they work together in good
faith,” said Qaz.

"I call on all involved to
cooperate to implement the
decision according to the plan
the parties adopted in recent
talks and to guarantee the long
term interests of the people of
the region.”

Abdelbagi Gailaini, a mem-
ber of President Omar al-
Beshir's ruling National
Congress Party and state
minister for humanitarian
affairs, said the NCP had
accepted the ruling and that
he doubted there would be
anyviolentreaction.

"What we have seen today
iIs a good compromise,”
Gailaini said in Abyei. ‘Every-’
body is committed, and every- *
one is standing by what this
file case has reflected.”
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