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Go for public-private partnership

IS body asks state-run telecoms to set up laptop, cellphone,
computer hardware industries

RASHIDUL HASAN

A parliamentary body yester-
day asked the state-run
elecom organisations to go
for public-private partnership
(PPP) to set up laptop,
cellphone and computer
hardware industries as early as
possible.

The parliamentary stand-
INg committee on post and
telecom ministry also asked
leletalk, BTCL and BSCCL to
enlist with the stock market
immediately and inform the
committee about the follow-
up atits nextmeeting.

I'he committee asked
Bangladesh Telecommuni-
cations Company Limited

(BTCL) to modemnise its billing

system by the end of this year to
reduce subscribers’ hassles.

"We have asked BICL,
Teletalk and Bangladesh
Submarine Cable Company
Ltd [BSCCL) to set up laptop,
mobile handset and com-
puter hardware industries
under public-private part-
nership as soon as possible,"
committee chief Hasanul Haq
Inu told reporters after a
meeting held at the Jatya
Sangsad Bhaban,

“The imnative will reduce
debt pressures on the govern-
ment,” Inu, also lawmaker
from Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
(ISD), added,

He said they have asked the

telecommunications ministry
to recover all its land from
grabbers and use those as well
as its abandoned land for
establishment of industries
under PPP

The committee also asked
BICL to provide internet
facility in all schools and
colleges at a fixed and cheap
rate instead of existing multi-
metering system.

“Subscribers of land phone
face harassment during bill
payment, We have asked BTCL
to modernise its bill payment
system by this year,” Inu said.

In response, SM
Khabiruzzaman, managing
director of BTCL, told report-
ers they have taken different
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initiatives including introduc-
ing prepaid bill and calling
card system to modernise bill
paymentsystem.

Inu said they have asked
Bangladesh Telecommuni-
cation Regulatory Commission
(BIRC) to reduce more of the
bandwidth charges.

"We welcome the BTRC
initiative for reducing band-
width charge from Tk 27,000 to
Tk 18,000, but this is not
enough to make internet
facility available to all," Inu
said.

The standing committee
also asked Teletalk, BICL and
BSCCL to enlist with the stock
market immediately to meet
its liquidity crisis.

T'he parliamentary watch-
dog body also asked BTCL 1o
finalise its organogram and
manpower structure by this
year.

Inu sald a parliamentary
sub-committee formed to
Investigate alleged wide-
spread corruption in
telecom sector during the
last seven years is continuing
Its investigation and is likely
to submit its report within
the stipulated timeframe of
three months.

He added the sub-
committee is also investigat-
ing alleged usage of money
laundered during the BNP-
Jamaat alliance rule in patron-
iIsing militancy.,

Commission to
probe 2001
post-poll violence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

T'he government will form a
commission to investigate the
incidents of violence that took
place after the 2001 parlia-
mentary elections, said Law
Minister Shafique Ahmed
yesterday.

He said the High Court has
directed the government to
constitute a commission within
two months and place its inves-
tigation reports on post 2001
election violence within six
monthsafteritsformation.

"Alfter receiving the copy of
the verdict, we will form the
commission as per the HC
directive,” he said.

The minister told this while
talking to newsmen at his
Bangladesh Secretariat office
yesterday afternoon.

He said the government has
already asked the Attorney
General's office ta collect the
copy of the judgment so that it

canimplementthe HC directive.

On May 6 this year, the HC
upon a public-interest writ
petition delivered the verdict.

Manzill Murshid who
moved the writ petition told
The Daily Star yesterday that
the certified copy of the judg-
ment was not available as of
yesterday

In reply to a question on
pending cases in the Supreme
Court, Shafique Ahmed said his
office has already assigned an
official to collect the exact num-
berofpending casesatthe SC.

“The official will submit a
report to the ministry within
two days, " he added.

On Monday, BNP law-
maker Mahbubuddin Khokon
alleged that before the recent
appointment of four new
judges to the appellate court,
the law ministry had provided
‘untrue” information to the
chief justice about the number
of pending cases in the
Appellate Division.

Another Lashkar man

FROM PAGE 1

Mansur was paraded before
the mediaatthe DB headquar-
ters yesterday.

DB Deputy Commissioner
Monirul Islam said the mili-
tant leader entered
Bangladesh illegally from
India in 1995. Under the alias
Habibullah, he worked as
teacher in different Islamic
seminaries.

Before joining Madrasatur
Rahman at Saodagarbari of
Dakkhin Khan, Mansur taught
at Nurani Madrasa at
Moralimore, Bagharpara
Madrasa in Jessore, Porasunda
Maktab in Habiganj and
Tikarpur Madrasa at
Nababganjin Dhaka,

Obaidullah o had been
holed up in the country as a
madrasa teacher.

An Afghan war veteran,
Mansur was above him in the
LeT hierarchy.

He told reporters he was a
student when he joined the
Afghan war against the then
Soviet troops.

He said he had close rela-
tions with local Huji top brass
including Mufti Hannan,
Abdur Rouf, Abu Taher and
Sheikh Abdus Salam.

He however denied having
links to any attacks staged by
the Harkatul Jihad al Islami
operatives in Bangladesh,
another banned Islamist
organisation.

Trained in operation of
AK-47 assault rifle,
machinegun, rocket launcher
and anti-aircraft weapons,
Mansur returned to India in
1993,

He moved back and forth
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan after the war
endedin 1989.

Back in India, he joined
fellow Afghan war returnees in
efforts to recruit youths to
fight the Indian army in
Jammu and Kashmir, read a
DB pressrelease.

He came under Indian
intelligence watchin 1994,

After arrest, Mansur kept
claiming that he is from
Shriramkathi village under
Ihikargachha upazila in
Jessore.

DB officials took him there
for crosscheck and found his
claim to be false,

DC Monirul said Mansur
participated in at least 25
battlte&- Y Adghanistan,, and
Kashmir,

Daud Merchant, detained
Indian underworld operative,
gave police leads abourt the
LeT leaders hiding in
Bangladesh,

Merchant, a close aide to
mafa don Daud Ibrahim. is
one of those accused of killing
music baron Gulshan Kumar
in Mumbaiin 1997.

He and his associate Zahid
Sheikh were arrested one and
a halfmonth ago.

JS body

FROM PAGE 16

about possible labour unrest
in the sector so that it can be
addressed timely."

The committee suggested
introducing ‘counselling desk’
in each garments factory
where workers can express
their grievances and discuss
any other issues. Details of
such desks could be deter-
mined through discussion
among the stakeholders, he
said,

The House body also asked
the labour ministry to build
dormitories for female gar-
ments workers on unused
public land’ 1Trjfﬁi;-"r the minis-
try.

_“F_“—
h S b

The Baily Btar

Ties with India

FROM PAGE 1

the Bangladesh-India
boarder will be developed
and other necessary infra-
structures set up there grad-
ually to boost bilateral trade
between the two countries.

Besides, the present gov-
ernment has a plan to
develop Mongla seaport as
part of the government's
massive plan to turn
Bangladesh into a prosper-
ous modern countryby 2021,

As the Indian business
delegation requested the PM
for setting up special eco-
nomic zones in the boarding
areas exclusively for Indian
investment, she said the
government has already
planned to build such zones
where, like others, Indian
businessmen can also make
theirinvestment.

She said there are EPZs in
Comilla, Feni and Syedpur
(Uttara EPZ) and the Indian
businessmen could invest in
these EPZs as these are close
to the border regions.

Regarding special eco-
nomic zone for Indian
investment, she said, "If the
Indian businessmen come
forward to set up such zones
in Bangladesh, the present
government will extend all
necessarycooperation.”

In such special zoning,
the present government will
prefer labour intensive
industries as the govern-
ment is strongly committed
to removing unemployment
problem from the country.

Hasina reaffirmed her
government's stand on
promoting public-private
partnership for rapid and
sustainable development.

Regarding open markets,
the PM said all windows to
trade and business should
remain open, butatthe same
time, greater interest of the
people will have to be pro-
tected.

She also emphasised
sharing experiences among
the South Asian countries in
the fields of economy, trade,
business and investment fon
the good ofthe people.

About the existing bilat-
eral friendly relations
between Bangladesh and
India, Hasina said in case of
the bilateral problems, these
could be solved through
discussion.

Hasina welcomed the
Indian business delegation
to Bangladesh and recalled
the historic role of India
during the liberation war of
Bangladesh.

Singling out povertyasthe
main enemy of the South
Asian nations, the PM said
Bangladesh and its all neigh-
bouring countries, including
India at the next door, should
work together to expand
trade and business for bal-
anced development of the
region through eradicating
poverty.

"We have resources. Our
people are also very much
capable and industrious. If
we can work unitedly, pov-
ertywill be eliminated as well
as development of all the
nations will be achieved,”
she told her business audi-
ence from India.

The ministers, advisers
and the business leaders in
the meeting emphasised the
need for reducing the trade
gap between Bangladesh
and India.

Commerce Minister
Faruk Khan identified lack of
testing facilities in
Bangladesh as one of the big
obstacles to trade and busi-
nesswith India.

He said Indian authorities
do not accept the testing
certificates provided by the
Bangladesh Standards and
Testing Institution (BSTT).

"But 1 can assure you that
in the next six months, BSTI
will be upgraded to such
standards which will be
accepted by the Indian

authorities,” he told the

meet.
Besides, Farugq
emphasised removing tariff
and non-tariff barriers and
fostering political under-
standmg tretweemathe dwn
countries for a better econ-

omy of the country.

Finance Minister AMa
Muhith underscored the
need for increasing regional
connectivity among the
South Asian countries for
betterment of the people.

President of the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry Annisul Huq said
Bangladeshi businessmen
are firm to work shoulder to
shoulder with the Indian
businessmen for reducing
the trade gap amounting to
nearly about 6 billion Us
dollars between the two
countries,

"But, at the same time, we
have to have the assurance of
exporting more products to
India,” he said.

Huq identified lack of
warehouses at the land ports
and other infrastructure
facilities as the barriers to
expanding bilateral trade
and business between
Bangladeshand India.

FICCI delegation chief
Mariwala also said the trade
gap is the real issue to be
addressed immediately,

FICCI secretary-general
Dr Amit Mitra noted that
India and Bangladesh have
emotional artachment due
to the two countries’ history
and geography.

"Now time has come to
turn the emotional attach-
ment of the two countries
into business, trade and
investment for real prosper-
ityof the people,” he said.

PM's Advisers Mashiur
Rahman, HT Imam and
Toufig-e-Elahi Chowdhury,
Principal Secretary MA
Karim, Office Secretary
Mollah Waheeduzzaman,
Press Secretary Abul Kalam
Azad, Indian High
Commissioner in Dhaka
Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty,
President of Tripura
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry ML Debnath and
former FBCCI president
Salman F Rahman were
atfiomig others presentatthe
meeting.
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Directorate of Advisory, Extension

and Research Services
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology

Invitation for Tender

b

No. DAERS/LP/08-09/01 (P-02) DR-50(2) Dale: 20.7.09
1 Minstry/Division Ministry of Education.
2 Agency Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUETVUGC.
3 Procuring enlity name Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET) represented J: '
by Director, DAERS.
4 Procuring entity distnct Dhaka, Bangladesh.
5 Invitation for Mentioned in identification of packages (SI No-17).
6 Invitation Ref No DAERSALP/08-09/01(P-02) Date: 240109
7 Procurement method Open tendering method.
B Budget and source of funds Development Budget of BUET.
9 Tender package No Mentioned in SI No. 17
10 Tender publication date 25.07.09.
1 Tender last selling date 23.08.09 (dunnq office hours).
12 Tender closing date and time 24.08.09 at 12.00noon (BST).
13 Tender opening date and time 24.08.09 at 12.30pm (BST). Tender shall be opened in presence of
tenderersienderer's authorized representative (# any).
14 Name & address of the office(s)
- Selling and opening tender | Directorate of Advisory, Extension and Research Services (DAERS),
document BUET.
- Receiving tender document Directorale of Advisory, Extension and Research Services (DAE RS),

BUET.

15 Eligibility of tenderer

Tenderer must have expenence in supply of smilar goods and related
services as spectfied in the tender documents. Tenderer will have legal.
financial, professional and technical capacity to deliver the requirements of
thss tender and have fulfilled the obligations of all tax requirements.

16 Pnce of tender document GD-01: BUET-Japan Insttute of Disaster Prevention and Tk 200/-
Urban Safety [BUET-JIDPUS/08-09/MBI DVITEM-1/LP]
GD-02: BUET-Japan Institute of Disaster Prevention and Tk 200/
Urban Safety [BUET-JIDPUS/08-08/PU(DVITEM-1/LP)
17 Package No Identification of package(s) Location Tender Completion
securtty tme in weeks/
amount (Tk) months
GD-01: BUET-Japan | Suppy of Microbus o BUET 53,000/ Stated n the
Institute of Dsaster | BUET<Japan Institute of schedule of
Prevention and Urban Safety | Disaster Prevention and requirements
(BUET-JIDPUS/08- Urban Safety Project (BUET-
09/MB(DVITEM-1/LP] JIDPUS), BUET, Dhaka
GD-02: BUET-Japan | Supply of Double Cabin BUET 20,500/ Stated in the
Institute of Disaster | Pickup with Camyboy for schedule of
Prevention and Urban Safety | BUET-Japan Institute of requirements
[BUET-JIDPUS/08- Disaster Prevention and
09/PU(DVITEM-1/LP] Urban Safety Project (BUET-
JIDPUS), BUET, Dhaka

18 Brie! description of goods

GD-01: (i) Microbus [for BUET

~Japan Insttute of Disaster Prevention and

Urban Safety (BUET~JIDPUS), BUET, Dhaka),

GD-02: (i) Double Cabin Pickup with

for BUET-Japan Insttute of

19 | Name of offical inviting

; Carryboy
Disaster Prevention and Urban Safety (BUET-JIDPUS), BUET, Dhaka].

Prof Dr Md Quamrul Islam.

tender -
20 Designation of official inviting | Director
tender A
21 | Address of offical inviting EL‘JEET Directorate of Advisory, Extension and Research Services (DAERS).
tender :
22 | Confact delals of offical | Director, DAERS, BUET, Dhaka, Tel 9665650-80, Exi. 7354 7579
inviting tender
23 Validity of tender 90 days from the date of tender opening
24 | Place/datetime of pre- | NA
tendenng meeting
25 Special instructions L Intending participants shall have 1o apply for purchasing tender documents 1o
the undersigned. The bidder should have valid trade bcense, bank solvency
certiicate and income tax certicate, VAT registration and experience
certificate. Each tender must be accompanied by a DraftBank
Guarantee issued from any scheduled bank of located in Dhaka
Cty amounting to abovementioned tender money in favour of
"Comptroller, BUET" without which no tender will be considered for evaluation.
. No deviation from the tendered specification will generally be accepted. In
case of minor deviation inchuding missing components or updated version of
any product offered 1o be supphed, the tenderer must mention them in the
remarks column of their technical specification submission sheet [Form G3]. If
the tenderer does not comply with this instruction, the tendermay be
u. The purchaser reserves the right to accept any tender, fo annul the tender
pmooss.orlorelectanyoranmders. at any time prior {o contrac award.
Prof. Dr. Md. Quamrul Islam
. Director




