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45,000 acre hills
lands not used as
per lease terms

JS body on CHT recommends cancelling lease

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

e — —_—

Khagrachhari District Council.

President of the committee Promod
Mankin, who chaired the meeting, told
journalists later that at least 25 acres of land
were given to each lessees for specilied
purposes. But they violated the terms of the
leases and did nothing on those lands,

"We have asked the deputy commis-
sioner of Khagrachhari, Rangamar and
Bandarban to submit details of the les-

activities of CHT Development Board
(CHTDB) and Internal Displaced Affairs
Taskforce, and progress of rehabilitation
olreturnee (from India) refugees,

lhe meeting was attended by com-
mittee members including State Minister
for CHT Affairs and lawmaker from
Rangamati Dipankar Talukder, CHTDB
Chairman and legislator from Bandarban
Bir Bahadur Ushei Singa, lawmaker from

\ parliamentary body yesterday recom-
mended cancellation of leases of 45, 000
acres of land in the three districts of
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) as those
were not used as per terms of the leases in
the last 10 years.

[helands were leased to 1,800 people for
rubber plantation, farming and forestry.

SK FNAMUL HAD

I'he parhlamentary standing commit- sees with their recommendations at the Khagrachhari Jatindra Lal Tripuraand A B , = | ; & :
tee on the CHT affairs ministry made the nextmeetingof the committee”, he said. M Fazle Karim Chowdhury, Abdur | Away from the microphones, former Indian president Abdul Kalam and Bangladesh President Zillur Rahman whisper to each other during the
recommendations at a meeung held at The House body also discussed the Rahman BodhiandAthin Rakhain. firstconvocation of University of Information Technology and SciencesheldattheBangladesh-ChinaFriendshipConferenceCentreyestergday
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Veteran leftist
Hena Das
passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent leader of women
rights and leftist movement
Hena Das died at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University (BSMMU)

SEE PAGE 2 COL 8B

Shab-e-Meraj
observed |

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Muslims across the country
last night observed Shab-e-
Mera), the holy prophet's |
night journey through the!
seven heavens. |
On the 26th of lunar month |
of Rajab, Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) was carried from the
Holy Ka'aba in Makkah 1o |
Baitul Mugaddis in Jerusalem |
on a heavenly transport called |
Al-Buraq |
Devotees offered nightlong |
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2 |

Stage set in
Panchagarh

Solar eclipse tomorrow

morning

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

The scene is setin Panchagarh
for the observation of the last
total solar eclipse of the cen-
tury due to take place tomor-
row morning.

The Bangladesh
Astronomical Society,
National Science and
[echnology Museum with the

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Depression
intensifies

UNH, Dhaka

Influenced by a monsoon
depression formed over the
northwest Bay, low-lying areas
of most coastal districts of the
country are likely to be inun-
dated by wind-driven surge of
height 03-05 feet above nor-
mal astronomical tide during

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

~ Prayer Timing

} Julr 21
Azan |Jamaa
Faijr 5-15 5-50
Zohr 1-45 2-15
Asr 6-00 6-15
 Maghrib 7-54 7-58
Esha 9-15 9-45

Source’ Islamic Foundalion e ]

Decides to ask govt to amend act

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

'he Election Commission yesterday decided to
ask the government to amend the Electoral
Rolls Act, in a bid to make way for registering as
voters Bangladeshi citizens who are living
abroad temporarily or have dual citizenships.
At a meeting yesterday, the EC also formally
decided to begin the process of drafting pro-
posals to bring sweeping reforms to the
Representation of the Pegple Order (RPO) to
make it 'foolproof’, meeting sources said.
Earlier the EC had sent a proposal to the
immediate past caretaker government for
amending the electoral rolls law for registering
as voters only those expatriate Bangladeshis

who hold dual citizenships.

But the commission could not proceed with
Its plan, as the caretaker government did not
bring the necessary amendment to the law
before therecent parliamentary election.

This time around, the EC will send the pro-
posals to an elected government, requesting it
to amend the Electoral Rolls Act to register as
voters all expatriate Bangladeshis, the commis-
sion sources said.

I'he details of the procedure for registering
expatriate citizens as voters will be chalked out
later.

Officials in the EC Secretariat however said
Bangladeshi missions abroad must be engaged

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

President Zillur Rahman
yesterday said the unsolved
Issues between Bangladesh
and India would be resolved
through dialogue and negotia-
tions as India is the trusted
friend of Bangladesh and
next-door neighbour.

"We have fraternal rela-
tions with India, tied together
by our common historical and
cultural heritage... we firmly
believe the pending outstand-
Ing issues between the two
countries would be solved

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8
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New Delhi approves sites for 2 US nuclear reactors

AFP, New Delhi

India and the United States agreed yesterday a
defence deal expected to boost US arms sales in
India, as New Delhi also approved sites for two
US nuclear reactors, Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton said.

At a joint press conference with Foreign
Minister SM Krishna, Clinton said the two sides
had agreed an "end-use monitoring” arrange-
ment that would provide safeguards for the sale
of sophisticated US weaponry to India. '

Theagreement "will pave the way for greater
defence cooperation” Clinton said, while
Krishna said it would help the "procurement of
USdefence technologytolndia.”

A US official said the arrangement was for a
provision to be written into future defence
contracts, guaranteeing sensitive equipment
will be used for its intended purpose and not
transierred to a third party. _

It will be welcomed by Lockheed Martin
Corp. and Boeing Co., which are both compet-
ing with Russian, French and Swedish compa-
nies for a massive $12 billion tender to provide
126 highter jets to the Indian Air Force.

The press briefing came after a day of official .
meetings between Clinton and a series of
senior Indian leaders including Krishna, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and ruling
Congress Party President Sonia Gandhi.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Porters load iron rods in a launch at Sadarghat terminal even though carrying goods by launch is strictly forbidden.

AFP, Mumbai

Mumbai attacker
changes plea

to guilty

ple.

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

The sole surviving gunman from last year's Mumbai attacks, a
Pakistani national, vesterday pleaded guilty at his trial, admit-
ting for the first time his part in the atrocity that killed 166 peo-

Mohammed Ajmal Kasab, 21, told a special prison court --
where he had originally pleaded not guilty -- that he wanted to
confess, taking the judge, the prosecution and his own defence
lawyer by surprise.

'l plead guilty,” he told the court in Mumbai, before narrating
how the attacks were carried out, and giving details of his jour-

ney from Pakistan with nine other gunmen.

Kasab and accomplice Abu Ismail opened fire wvith AK-47
assault rifles and threw hand grenades at commuters at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, killing 52 and injuring 109 in the
bloodiest episode of the 60-hour reign of terror.

The pair then fled the station, firing indiscriminately on the
way, killing civilians and a number of senior police officers,
including the head of the city's Anti-Terrorism Squad.

Kasab, who also placed an eight-kilogram (18-pound) bomb
in a taxi that took him to the station and later exploded near
Mumbai's airport, killing the driver and a passenger, was the

onlyone of the 10 gunmen to survive.
"I was firing and Abu was hurling hand grenades, " he told the

court, according to the Press Trust of India news agency.
"l was in front of Abu who had taken such a position that no

one could see him. I fired at a policeman after which there was »

SEE PAGE 15COL 7

Mugging spree

In capital
3 shot, 1 stabbed; 1
succumbs to injury

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Indian HC
on illegal

migration
Claims 25,000
Bangladeshis enter
India a year

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Indian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Pinak Ranjan

Unidentified muggers shot and stabbed two men inside a furni-
ture shop at Rokeya Swarani in capital's Kafrul area and

snatched away Tk 85,000 yesterday.

Injured Shafiqul Islam, 38, and Mostoba Hashem, 32, were

admitted to Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

Meanwhile, a mugger received bullet wounds during ashoot-
out between his cohorts and police in Dhalpur area under

Jatrabari Police Station around 11:00pm Sunday night.
Another alleged criminal Rafiqul Alam succumbed to his

injuries -- incurred by bullet wounds in a gunfight with police
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Chakravarty yesterday alleged
that every year around 25,000
Bangladeshi nationals” enter
India with visa but do not
return.

Such migration of
Bangladeshi nationals 1s a
matter of concern for India,
sald Pinak at a seminar titled
India-Bangladesh Fconomic

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Act quick to stop
stone extraction

HC asks govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

CASE WITHDRAWAL

Moudud first
from BNP to
get favour

COURT CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday directed the government to
immediately stop the use of excavator machines in stone-
quarries at three rivers in Sylhet to protect the natural eco-
system of the rivers, and lives, property and livelihoods of the

people living near the rivers.

The three rivers Piain, Dwaki and Dhala flow through Goain
Ghat and Companiganj upazilas of the district.

The HC issued a rule upon the government to explain within
four weeks why it (government) should not be directed to pro-
tect the rivers from mechanised excavation.

The rule also asked the government to explain why it should
netbe directed to initiate legal measures againstsuch unauthor-
ised and illegal excavating operations and to realise compensa-
tion from them for causing damages to the rivers and the people
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

The metropolitan public
prosecutor (MPP) yester-
day for the first time R T
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Bangladesh were 103-4 at
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tea with Raqgibul Hasan
on 39 and stand-in cap
tain Shakib Al Hasan on
25 chasing a victory target
of 215 on the fourth day

~ againstWest Indies,

| i 1 (N Ul

L e - __ o l_‘u"}"'l?:ﬁ.‘.-_h '_:E--'l . 2 ."'"_
4 b:_. AN TELL _-E_-ﬂ.-‘,".' "

g b B S SRR i

Please cast your vote at |

B www.thedailystarnet |

#
¥

‘ﬁ-"-'.#'

b
- EDITOR: MAMFUZ ANAM -Pubi e by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd., 229 Tejgaon Industral Area. Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mo iawerd Ltd 52 Motijheel C A, Dhaka-1000. Editonal, Nows & Commorcial Offices: 19 Karwan Bazar, Dhaka-1215. Tel: 8124944, 8124955, 8124966, Fax: 8125155, 8126154, GO Box No 3257, www thedailystar net, Frail ﬂﬂﬂfﬂmmmww ;;-';




