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Overcoming the problems of population growth

It still remains to be seen how population control measures
are being managed in patriarchal societies. There is a need to
testthe level of acceptability of birth control methods. -

SHAIRUL MASHREQUE

MPLEMENTING any human
Idevelopment programme has

become a daunting challenge due
mainly to the increasing population.
Demographic transition over time
paints an alarming picture of the state
of population. The country's
population growth has been showing
an alarming trend over a couple of
decades and has now reached the
height of overpopulation with 14.45
people. If there is no attempt to arrest
the growth of population the total
population will double. With this
growth of population it has become
difficult to meet the nutritional
demands of the citizens. With the
growing number of poor, it has
become even more difficult to get
them within the reach of development
programmes. The reproductive health
sector is also deficient.

The dire consequences of rapid
population growth is the depletion of
natural resources. We now see devasta-
tign of resources caused by non-
ecological human behaviour.
Demographic imbalance, unplanned
settlements and economic growth
tend to harm the natural order of

things dismantling ecological settings.

Public policy through resource
mobilisation and allocation cannot do
much in determining which way
things should move unless the govern-
ment plans to combat overpopulation.
Only observing population day on
11th July is not enough. Of course this
day is a reminder to all the citizens
thinking rationally at the level of
awareness with the global policy com-
munity reaffirming its commitment to
sustainable level of population
growth. There can hardly be any argu-
ment with the fact that a swelling
population threatens to put at risk all
implementation strategies of develop-
ment in the substantive areas of public
policy. Even a high budgetary alloca-
tion against any policy moves for a
change can hardly be implemented in
a country with arising population.

The policymakers may look at demo-
graphic transition over time -- bulge
and decline of population on a com-
parative scale in all groups respective
of age, sex, class, religion and sect or
location. Time series data is available
to surmise population growth at vari-
ous levels. Nevertheless it is more
important to probe the fact that we are
lagging behind the western countries

Family planning in Bangladesh needs to be strengthened as a movement.

as far as population control measures
are concerned.

With advances in science and tech-
nology come new challenges. In fact
tangible progress of the nation
requires institutional capacity to com-
bat them. It has been increasingly
important for the state to comply with
fiscal demands of the increasing num-
ber of young people and their share in
economic participation. The energetic
youth can be used to deal with birth
control measures if it can be putinto a
productive force.

The current development interven-
tion does notincorporate any concern
about maintaining demographic
balance through a streamlined popu-

lation policy and conserving environ-
mental resources. When the popula-
tion base is extremely high it harms
'per capita well being' and per capita
consumption. The fundamental con-
dition for resilient ecofomic growth is
population growth at the desired level.
[tcannot be done only by allocation on
reproductive health.

The government has a plan to for-
mulate a 'pragmatic population pol-
icy' realising the weaknesses in the
family planning intervention. Its new
policy move is to increase the contra-
ceptives prevalence rate upto 80 per
cent by 2021. The government has
earmarked Tk.498 crore, development
and non-development combined, for
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the procurement of birth control
related materials and equipment.

.The theme of Population Day this
year (2009) is 'Responding to the
Economic Crisis: Investing in women
is a Smart Choice.' The comment of the
UNFPA representative, Bangladesh,
deserves mention: “In time of eco-
nomic hardship women in developing
countries are likely to be dispropor-
tionately affected which in turn
inversely impacts their children and
communities That's why itis so impor-

g tant that people's basic needs, includ-
B
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ing for reproductive health and family
planning are being addressed even
more urgently...” The situation of
women nowadays presents the world
with an opportunity to generate
income and reduce poverty. Because
of human development achievements
of the past decades many young
daughters are going to schools and
combating childhood diseases. But to
succeed in competitive global econ-
omy they should be equipped with
better skills. Despite rising awareness
about gender equality and birth con-
trol resulting in lower fertility rates in
many developing countries the family
planning movement has yet to attain
any remarkable success. It still
remains to be seen how population
control measures are being managed
in patriarchal societies. There is a need
to test the level of acceptability of birth
control methods considering the
variables of sex, class and outlook.
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Family planning in Bangladesh
needs to be strengthened as a move-
ment involving a large number of rural
and urban women as activists. Fiscal
demands for reproductive health for
mother and child, education for the
vulnerable and employment should be
redeemed all within a broad brush of
social security net. What is urgently
needed is persuasion through motiva-
tion. It's high time to enhance social
security of the disadvantaged group.

The state should compensate those
women who cannot have children. The
state should also provide all logistics
and support including allowances and
social insurance for health, education
and old age to the parents blessed with
only one baby Confidence building
measures to be institutionally dealt
with of course has a positive impact on
the married couples willing to take
contraceptives. The new health policy
may incorporate a special section on
family planning with indices like repro-
ductive and protective health services
including safe birth, safe abortions and
prenatal and antenatal services in
clinics and proper nursing of the new-
born baby. There should have been a
provision for the prevention of early
marriage and premature pregnancy. |
think with well thought measures of
birth control in the proposed health
policy voluntary family planning move-
ment will be reinforced.

Dr. Md. Shairul Mashreque is Professor, Department of
Public Administration, Chittagong University
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Will the crisis reverse global migration?

(which are dominantly from workers
based in the US) were already down 12

It is only to be expected that when economic activity SIOWS OF  percent compared to the previous year.

in deginalin

rst to be laid off

economic migration has been explicitly short-term with
respect to meeting specific labour shortages in the host
economies, this is even more likely.

JAYATI GHOSH

IGRATION has been one of

the more important means

of greater global integra-
tion, and, as the economic crisis has
gripped the developed world, many
$have worried about its impact on such
integration, especially falling remit-
tances. A closer examination of the
nature of migrant workers' role in the
economy suggests more complex out-
comes, with somewhat less of an
impact than feared.

The UN estimates that the global
stock of migrants is now more than 200
million, even excluding temporary,
uregular and illegal migrants. Most of
these migrants hail from developing
countries; in the developed world (ex-
cluding the former USSR) the share of
migrants in total population more than
doubled between 1960 and 2005, from 4
percent to nearly 10 percent, while it
has declined in less developed coun-
tries. As the crisis unfolded, there was
fear that international migration and
associated remittances would be
among the first casualties.

It is true that most of this migration
has been driven by economic forces
and has given rise to rapidly expanding
remittance flows, which have become
the most important source of foreign
*xcha.nge for many developing coun-

tries. The IMF estimates total remit-
tance flows to developing countries to
be nearly $300 billion in 2009, signifi-
cantly more than all forms of capital
flows put together. This has provided
crucial foreign exchange and been a
major contributor to balance of pay-
ments stability for countries as far apart
as the Philippines and Guatemala, and
even for large countries like India and
China, where remittances have played a
significant role in domestic consump-
tion.

Other elements of global integration
have been adversely affected by the
crisis; exports have declined sharply
across the world, and capital flows have
"deglobalised” in that foreign direct
investment, portfolio capital and bank
lending to developing countries have
almost collapsed. It is only to be
expected that when economic activity
slows or contracts in destination coun-
tries, migrant workers are the first to be
laid off and sent home. Since a lot of
recent economic migration has been
explicitly short-term with respect to
meeting specific labour shortages in
the host economies, this is even more
likely.

That is why, by late 2008, it was
widely predicted that remittance flows
would quickly show signs of decline,
and initial reports also bore this out. By
August 2008, remittances into Mexico

’ ' [#BFS There was also evidence of declining
5 WQ E ﬁ{a-th Yemiftantes from other countried thht
and sent home. Since a lot of recent relied strongly on them, such as

Bangladesh, Lebanon, Jordan and
Ethiopia.

But as the crisis unfolds, it is also
becoming clear that the patterns of
migration and remittances may be
more complex than was previously
imagined. In several countries (such as
India) remittance inflows have actually
continued to increase. To some extent,
this too can be expected because even if
the crisis leads to large-scale retrench-
ment of migrant workers who are
forced to come home, they would obvi-
ously return with their accumulated
savings. In such a case, there could even
be a (temporary) spike in remittances
rather than a continuous or sharp
decline because of the crisis.
Eventually, as the adverse conditions
for overseas employment worsen fur-
ther, this would then lead to adecline in
remittance inflows.

However, it is not inevitable that
there should be a sharp decline in
migration and remittances. One impor-
tant aspect that is frequently ignored in
the discussions on migration is the
gender dimension, International
migration for work is highly gendered,
with male migrants finding dominant
representation in manufacturing and
construction sectors, while women
migrants are concentrated in the ser-
vice sectors, such as the care economy
(including activities such as nursing
and domestic work) and "entertain-
ment." :

The different nature of work also
affects remittance flows. In the first
place, female migrants are far more
likely to send remittances home, and

typically send a greater proportion of
their earnings back. Also, male migrant
workers find that incomes are much
more linked to the business cycle in the
host &conory, §6 ‘thef” émployment
and wages tend to vary with output
behaviour. Thus, job losses in the North
during this crisis have been concen-
trated in construction, financial ser-
vices and manufacturing; all domi-
nated by male workers.

By contrast, the care activities domi-
nantly performed by women workers
tend to be affected by other variables
such as demographic tendencies, insti-
tutional arrangements, and the extent
to which women work outside the
home in the host country. So employ-
ment in such activities is often unaf-
fected by the business cycle, or at least
responds to a lesser extent. Therefore,
female migrant workers' incomes are
more stable over the cycle and do not
immediately rise or fall to the same
extent.

This, in turn, means that source
countries that have a disproportion-
ately higher share of women emigrants
(such as the Philippines and Sri Lanka)
would tend to experience less adverse
impact in terms of falling remittances.
Indeed, in the Philippines, the most
recent data indicate that remittance
flows are still increasing slightly, at an
annual rate of around 2 percent. This
does not mean that there will be no
impact at all, but certainly the adverse
effects will be less and will take longer
to evolve than if the migration had been
dominated by male workers.

There are other reasons why the
crisis has had limited impact on pat-
terns of migration. For example, one
expectation was that return migration
would be dominated by the worst hit
workers who, in turn, were expected to
be the undocumented, irregular or
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Itis not inevitable that migration and remittances will decline as a result of the economic

downturn.

illegal migrants who are mostly in low-
wage and low-skilled occupations, and
do not qualify for any kind of official
support such as welfare benefits or
social security from the host country.

But the initial evidence belies this
expectation because, for one, such
migrants may be unwilling to return
home to face possibly even more fragile
and insecure employment conditions
in their own country. Many developing
countries have been hit worse by the
financial crisis that originated in the US
economy. So the push factors that
operated to cause international migra-
tion in search of work remain as strong
as ever. The unwillingness to return in
such a context may be even stronger in
cases where the undocumented
migrants have already developed some
local social networks that allow them to
survive for a period while they look for
otheremployment.

In the host country, undocumented

migrant workers may even be preferred
by employers who see in them as a
cheaper source of labour than legal
migrants or local workers. In the con-
text of this crisis, preference for cheaper
labour may become even sharper. This
may be yet another reason why women
migrants may be affected less severely,
since women migrants dominate in the
undocumented and illegal category.

In any case, one of the basic pull
factors still remains significant; the
demographic transition in the North is
increasing the share of the older popu-
lation that requires more care from
younger workers, who must, therefore,
come from abroad. So the current crisis
may temporarily slow down the ongo-
ing process of international migration
forwork, butitis unlikely to reverseit.

Jayati Ghosh is Professor of Economics al the Jawaharial
Nehru University, New Delhi
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Sometimes, cats are just plain impussible
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IFE is changing so fast we need
new words to keep up with it
University lecturer Jenny
Eagleton wrote to me: "I wonder if you
| have made-up words for the following
situations? [ tried to get my linguistics
students to do this, but [ think they were
stumped. Thanks."

She sent me a list of interesting situa-
tions for which there should be words,

ONLY IN
ASIA

by Nur, Viltachi

but aren’t. How do you describe battles
for umbrella-space on crowded pave-
ments? Or the politics of escalator-use?
Or elevator etiquette?

Fearlessly I took on this assignment --
and gave it to the smartest network of
people on the planet -- that's you, the
readers. And the result was a whole list of
new words worth adding to the dictio-
nary.

AUTOPSY: Cutting open a crashed car
to see what went wrong.

BUSINESSIE: The Loch Ness business-
man,

BUNDAMENTALIST: Person who will
commit terrorist acts in the name of his
favourite bread roll.

CAT-ASTROPHE: When your kitten
knocks over your Ming vase.

CEMENTERY: Rubble-filled patch of
ground where bits of concrete go to die.

CELEBRAT: Obnoxious kid having a
partyinarestaurant.

CYBERATTAX: Attemnpt to add a levy
ontointernetsurfing fees.

DIN-GEROUS: Rock music loud
enough to damage your ears.

DISKOVERY: Finding a long-lost com-
puterdisk.

DUSTRACTION: when you're sup-
posed to be listening to a speaker but
your attention has been caught by a
speckofdustinalightbeam.

ESCABLOCKHEADS: People who

stand on the left on escalators, blocking
people who are in a hurry.

ESCABLUDGERS: People who storm
up escalators knocking Escablockheads

aside. EMERGENTSY: When you desper-
atelyneed the gents' toilet.

FERTI-LISA: Young woman who gets
pregnant easily.

FLOPPACCINO: Your cappuccino
when the foamy part overflows down the
sides.

GLOBAL WORMING: Computer virus
that spreads across countries.

HAWKWARD: The uncomfortable
feeling you get when you realise that some-
one behind you is getting ready to spit.

HUMONIOUS: A group of workers
who are so happy that they sing while
they toil. HYPERPRESSERS: People who
think pressing the lift button lots of times
will make it come more quickly.

IMPUSSIBLE: Cat who won't do what
youwantittodo.

INTERNUT: Stupid person in an
internet chatroom,

PENTHUSIASM: Enthusiasm about
your favourite writer.

PARKITECT: Low class architect who
always get assigned to design car parks.

POORCHASE: Buying something so
expensive it leaves you feeling broke
afterwards.

PUNION: Multi-layered pun.

MALLIGATORS: Dangerous people
who hang around in shopping malls.

MOPERATIVES: Team of cleaners who
appears afteraspill ata supermarket.

RESIDUNCE: Building with a stupid
name, such as Tycoon Heights.

SMELEVATOR: Liftin which a previous
user has leftabad odour.

SHOCKSPEARE: Shakespeare plays

jazzed up so much that you don’t recog-
nise them.

TERROURISTS: Terrorists who do a
bit of sightseeing before blowing a place
up. UNKINDERGARTEN: Preschool with
unsympathetic teachers.

UNFORMATION: Untrue information
designed to mislead.

UMBRAGE: The feeling of irritation
you get when too many people with
umbrellas are clustered too close
together.

Big thanks to readers who contributed
by email or other means, including Mark,
Eddie, Sin-meng, Angela, Fardel, Limbu,
Thomas, Cookie, David, Sham and oth-
ers.
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