DL Roy: Patriotism to the fore

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

Way back in 1993, I was

presented a rare audio
cassette with an original song
by Dilip Kumar Roy, a famous
singer of the 1930s and son of
the illustrious DL Roy. The
cassette was given to me by
Dr. Khan (a reputed
physician settled in the US)
who had dgven all the way
from Ohio to Pennsylvania
with the tape

He had heard me sing the
famous Dwijendra Lal Roy
song, “Dhon-o dhanney
pushpey bhora™ at a concert
in the US, and said that I
should keep the original
record with me. It remains
one of my priceless posses-
slons.

Most of us are used to
listening to a much simpler
style; but the original tune
has a classic touchtoit.

If we look back to the early
1940s a new trend of Bangla
songs, known as Gana Sangeet
or peoples’ songs, was Intro-
duced by those who worked
against all kinds of repression
in society. The songs were
imbued with patriotic fervour
and reflected the desire for a
Society free from exploitation.
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DL Roy -- also composed
songs belonging to this genre.

Born on July 19, 1863, DL
Roy was initially trained in
classical music by his father
Dewan Kartikeya Chandra
Roy, a pioneer amongst the
Bengali classical vocalists.
After completing his Masters
in English from the Presi-

indranath, Mukundo dency College, DL Roy went
gfyd Kazi N [slam -- %oiEnglandifor further stud-

the three main poets of Ben-
gal, composed the largest
number of patriotic songs.
The other two poets and

composers -- Rajanikant and

jes. There he learned the
western forms of music.

On his return to India he
joined government service
as a Deputy Magistrate.
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During the Swadeshi move-
ment in 1905, DL Roy was
inspired by the sentiments of
nationalism and this was
reflected in his compositions,
which veered away from the
humorous songs, plays and
poetry that he had long com-
posed. Around 500 songs,

including “Bangu amar

jononi amar” and “Oi mnha‘
“Shinidhdr opar thekey” wereé

composed by him.
DL Ray was a trendsetter
forothermusicians.
Rajanikanta Sen, another

of the pancha kabi (five
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major poets) of Bangla songs,
was basically a lawyer in
Rajshahi. Rajani was deeply
influenced by DL Ray's style
and soon began to compose
similar songs. He was also
influenced by the Swadeshi
movement and composed
songs reflecting the patriotic
movements of that era,

“"Mayer deya mota kapor
matheye tuley nere bhai,” by
Rajani Kanta, carried the
important message of unifi-
cation and harmony. This
song, which called for a total
boycott of foreign goods, was
a beacon of hope during the
Swadeshi movement.

The Indian People's Thea-
tre (IPTA) was founded in
1943. This was a movement,
which sought to enlighten
the masses and organise the
people in the struggle for
economic freedom and
justice, The musical squad of
[PTA was initiated by musical
minds such as Binay Roy,
Jyotirindra Maitrya,
Hemanga Biswas and Salil
Chowdhury.

These songs that were
previously known as patriotic
songs, were now popularly
termed as Gana Sangeet.
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aged the struggling masses
and heightened their yearn-
ing for a motherland free of
Injustice.
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Monsoon melodies by Nibedon

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Nibedon, a cultural organisation of the
city, held a musical soiree titled
"Shotoborsher Borshar Gaan" at the
National Music and Dance Auditorium,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy (BSA) on
17 July.

The programme featured 19 songs -- on
monsoon and the impact ofrain in Bengali
life -- by artistes of Nibedon. The songs
were composed between 1909 and 2009.

The programme started with a chorus
"Aaj bari jhorey,” followed by "Utol dhara
badol jhorey” performed by Rashida
Rahman. “Srabon jhulatey,” an Atul
Prasad song, was rendered by Sanjay Roy.
“Ghono tomoshabrito," a song of DL Roy,
was sung by Shuma Roy. “Nishi raatey
rimjhim,” a Nazrul song, was performed
by Shaheed Kabir. "Baje mridongo
boroshar,” another chorus of a Nazrul
song followed.

Artistes of Nibedon sing at the programme.

Jahangir Alam performed “Aashar
maishya bhasha pani,” a song composed
by Ukil Munshi. Jayanto Mandal
performed a Hemanta Mukherji classic
“Tapur tupur brishti porey." Mehnaz
Mehedisang "Janalaye jhoro jhoro® a song
written and tuned by Mohammad
Moniruzzaman and Abdul Ahad
respectively. Bishwajit Roy, performed
"Amijeysur-ebajate chai.”
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Prior to the music performances
cultural personalities Syed Ahmed Ali and
Shadhon Das spoke at the programme.
Eminent lyricist Mohammad
Rafiquzzaman presided over the
discussion. Through his speech,
Mohammad Rafiquzzaman made the
audience nostalgic, reminiscing the
beautiful memories of monsoon in the
quietcountryside.
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Gontobbo, a dance-based
organisation, celebrated its
fifth anniversary on Friday. A
discussion and dance festival
were held at the Pabna Town
Hall premises on this momen-

tous day. Areception was alsp
accorded to morted dancer
Bazlur Rahman Badal of
Rajshahi.

Bodrun Nahar, president
of Gontobbo, chaired the

programme while the law-

maker of Pabna-5 constitu-
ency Golam
Khandakar was chief guest.

Young dancers perform at the festival.

Among the speakers were
Pabna Sadar upazila vice
chairman Shamsunnahar

Faruk
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Rekha, secretary of the
organisation and dance
trainer Muntakim Ibrahim
and adviser of the organisa-
tion Parvin Ara.

The speakers said in one
voice, “Culture can enlighten
society by reducing social
inequity. Financial support is
necessary for encouraging

behéfitofsociety.”

Later a dance festival,
titled 'Mayabati Meghe Elo
londra’, was also held.

conducted the dance festival

cultural organisations fur the .
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