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COMPLICITY IN EMBEZZLING TK 3.8 CRORE

4 Sylhet Janata Bank staft
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suspended, ex-manager
denied retirement benefit

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Svihet

Janata Bank authorities have
suspended three officers and a
cashier and stopped retire-
ment benefits of a former
manager of a branch for their
complicity with embezzling
about Tk 3 crore 80 lakh by two
petroleum businessmen.

The suspended officials
are Md Harun Shah, manager
of Kumargaon branch on the
outskirts of Sylhet city, Abul
Quashem, second officer,
Abdul Hannan, officer, and
Anup Kumar Dey, cashier of
the same branch while the
concerned former manager
of the same branch is Md
Rouf (now retired), sources
said.

A letter to this effect signed

on July 8 reached the branch
office onWednesday.

“Action has been taken
against the officials con-
cerned. We have also realised
Ik 1,20,20,000 from the two
traders. A four-member com-
mittee is trying to realise the
rest of the money as soon as
possible,” Khoirat Hosain
Sarker, deputy general man-
ager (Sylhet region) of the
bank, said yesterday.

Parvez Rashid, one of the
owners of M/S Rahim and
Rahim, a filling station at
Shibganj in the city, and
Zobayer Ahmed Chowdhury,
owner of another filling sta-
tion Surma Petroleum on
Sunamganj Road, misappro-
priated a total of Tk
3,79,60,000 crore in the form
of pay orders on occasions

from Kumargaon branch of
Janata Bank during the last
two years, bank sources said.

Acting on a tip, a team
from the bank's head office
went to Sylhet a few weeks
ago and detected misappro-
priation of the said amount
through preparing fake pay
orders. The two businessmen
managed the pay orders from
the branch with the conniv-
ance of the branch manager,
second officer, officer and the
cashier.

Based on the preliminary
report of the enquiry team, the
authority suspended three
officers and the cashier and
took measures to stop paying
retirement benefits of former
branch manger Abdur Rouf,
who had been on LPR since
June 2008.

PHOTO: STAR

Rendered homeless due to the recent erosion by Jamuna River in Sariakandi upazila of Bogra dis-
trict, ayoung man making amodest hutto live on the embankment that sheltered around 1,000 people

fromtwo Tions of the upazila.
JS body on CHT
meets July 20

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

The 4th meeting of the 9th
permanent parliamentary
committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) affairs will held
at the conference hall of
Khagrachhari Hill District
Council (KHDC) on July 20.
The committee will discuss
matters relating to lease of 25
acres or more government land
to individuals and cancellation
of lease in case of non-
utilisation during the last 10
years, says a government noti-
fication signed by Assistant
Secretary Md AbuAl Helal.
The committee will also
discuss the progress of activi-
ties of the task force on the
refugees returning from India
and Chittagong Hill Tracts
DevelopmentBoard (CHTDB).
State Minister for CHT
Affairs Ministry and Rangamati
lawmaker Dipankor Talukder,
CHTDB Chairman and
Bandarban lawmaker Bir
Bahadur Ushei Singa,
Chittagong-5 lawmaker ABM
Fazle Karim Chowdhury,
Khagrachhari lawmaker
Zatindra Lal Tripura, and other
members of the committee
will attend the meeting pre-
sided over by Mymensingh-1
lawmaker Promod Mankin.
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Flood-hit people still
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stuck on embankment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Bogra

Over 1000 marooned people
who took shelter on the west
side embankment of Jamuna
River about two weeks ago due
to water logging and river
erosion in Katubpur and
Karnibari unions in
Shariakandi upazia are yet to
return home,

They are suffering from
want of cooking facilities, pure
drinking water, sanitation and
daily necessities,

The water logging was
caused due to breach of
embankment following sudden
rise of water level in Jamuna
River and inundation of villages
of the two unions, Bangladesh
Water Development Board
sources said.

Abdul Mannan, 60, Abdul
Hakim, 50, and Shamsu
Mondal, 75, are among many
people of Katubpur union
who have taken shelter on the
embankment.

Several families have taken
shelter on the premises of
Kasheyahat Non-Government
Registered Primary School
with their domestic animals.

“We have no kitchen. We

are also suffering from lack of
toilet facilities and safe water,”
said Jharu Mondol who came
to the school premises along
with 55 other people from
Kasheyahat village about 12
days ago.

They are now living in
school classrooms.

“I have been living on the
embankment under the open
sky for last 12 days,” I have
decided to build aroom on the
embankment spending Tk
500," said Yeasin, 18.

Yeasin along with other
victims got Tk 200 and 20kg
rice each as government
relief. Local lawmaker
Abdul Mannan distributed
Tk 300 each for the dis-
tressed families.

“I have been living with my
two cows on the embankment
for several days due to water
logging in my village. Rest of
my family members are still
marooned,” said Shamsu
Mondol, 75, of Karnibari
village in the same upazila.

District Relief and
Rehabilitation Office sources
said Tk 39,000 and 3.98 tonne
rice have been distributed
among 199 affected families of
the two unions.
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_ CREDIT RATING REPORT

Long Term ; AA- |
Short Term | \' : ST1

Rating Year :.fe 2008 1_'
Date of Rating [ June 22, 2009

Credit Rating Information and Services Limited (CRISL) has
assigned AA- (double A minus) for long term and ST-1 for short
term for the year 2008.

Banks rated AA- in the long term are adjudged to be of high quality,
offer higher safety and have high credit quality. This level of rating
indicates a corporate entity with a sound credit profile and without
significant problems. Risks are modest and may vary slightly from
time to time because of economic conditions.

Banks rated ST-1 in the short term are considered as the highest
certainty of timely payment. Short-term liquidity including internal
fund generation is very strong and access to alternative sources of
funds is outstanding. Safety is almost like risk free Government

short-term obligations.

To realise the misappropri-
ated amount, the bank's head
office formed a four-member
committee headed by Deputy
General Manager Khoibar
Hossain Sarker. The other
members of the committee
are assistant general manag-
ers Riazul Islam, Subodh
Chandra Talukder and Abdul
Mannan

The committee has already
recovered Tk 62 lakh 20 thou-
sand from Zobayer Ahmed
Chowdhury and Tk 58 lakh
from Parvez Rashid, commit-
tee members said.

“If we fail to realise the rest
of the misappropriated bank
money, we will have no other
option but to file cases. We are
waiting for instruction from
the head office,” said a bank
official.

18 Rohingyas
arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

Eighteen more Rohingyas
were arrested [rom different
areas of Naikhongchari
upazila on Wednesday during
the joint raids conducted by
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and
police.

Acting on secret informa-
tion that Rohingyas have
entered Bangladesh territory
to enroll them in the ongoing
voters' list update, the law
enforcers launched the joint
operation and caught the
Myanmar nationals.

Fourteen of the arrested
are identified as Syed
Ahmed, 30, Fatema Begum,
30, Josna Begum, 25, Zakir
Hossain, 24, Khairul Amin,
23, Janu Bibi, 23, Shafika
Akhter, 20, Rasheda, 15,
Zakarla, 10, Mohammed
Hasan, 10, Nabi Hossain, 5,
Shafika Akter, 4, Sayeka
Begum, 2, and Yousuf, 2.

Earlier, the joint forces
caught 11 Rohingyas from
different villages of
Naikhongchari upazila on
Sunday and Monday.

SHAMSUR RAHMAN MURDER CASE

A CORRESPONDENT, Jessore

Speakers at a condolence
meeting here yesterday
demanded fresh investigation
into the killing of journalist
Shamsur Rahman.

Paying rich tribute to the
memory of the journalist
marking his 9th death anni-
versary, they also urged the
government to arrest and
punish those who were
involved in the killing.

In his speech, Dhaka
University Vice-Chancellor
Prof AAMS Arefin Siddiqui
said Shamsur Rahman never
compromised with what he
thought positive. He was killed
for this reason, Prof Siddiqui
added.

,Prof Abdus, Saytar, VG, of
Jesgpre Universiyty-o
Science and Technology,

journalist Manjurul Ahsan
Bulbul, Prof Afsar Ali, for-
mer principal of Jessore MM
College, Prof Amirul Alam
Khan, controller of exami-
nations of Jessore Education
Board, Azizul Islam
Bhuiyan, managing editor of
BSS, and Omar Faruk, gen-
eral secretary of Dhaka
Union of Journalists (DUJ),
among others, spoke.

Jessore Union of Jour-
nalists organised the condo-
lence meeting at Jessore Press
Club. The family of the slain
journalist and Jessore Press
Club also arranged different
programmes on the occasion
of Shamsur Rahman's death
anniversary.

The programmes included
doa mahfil, condolence meet-
ings,. procession and placing
of wreaths'a the grave of the
journalist.
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Cross sections of people join a human chain in front of Faridpur Press Club yesterday demanding
punishment to the killers of NGO worker Sheuly.

FARIDPUR PROTESTERS DEMAND

Punish killers of NGO
employee, schoolgirl

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

The workers of SDC and people from differ-

Cross sections of people in Faridpur Sadar and
Boalman upazilas yesterday formed human
ght out processions demand-
' ing punishment to the killers of NGO employee
- Sheuly Akter and schoolgirl Mabia in Boalmari

Fresh probe demanded

chains and brou

upazila.

Around 300 people including NGO workers,
civil society members, teachers, students, busi-
nessmen joined ahuman chainanda
of Faridpur Press Club yesterday afternoon.

Earlier they submitted a memorandum to
Faridpur Deputy Commissioner Helaluddin
- Ahmed and Superintendent of Police Mizanur
Rahman demanding punishment to the killers
- of Sheuly and Mabia.

ent walks of life formed a human chain on
Boalmari upazila premises yesterday noon.
They also staged demonstration there and
submitted a memorandum to Upazila
Chairman Mosharraf Hossain Musa and

Upazila Nirbahi Officer Mahbubur Rahman

demanding punishmentto the killers.

rallyin front

Following recovery of the body of Sheuly
Akter, 32, an assistant accountant of SDC, from
a jute field of Dadpur village in Boalman
upazila on July 12,
accused Ranju Sarder, 23, Bikul Sardar, 21, and
Ripon Mollah, 26, while another accused
Obaidur Rahman, 26, is absconding.

Mabia, 13, a student of Brac School in

police arrested murder

Boalmari, was killed on July 1.

31 sued for war crimes

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Thirty-one alleged collabora-
tors of Pakistani occupation
forces have been sued for kill-

| ing, looting and arson in

Satkhiraand Gopalganjin 1971.
In Satkhira, Babar Ali, son of
martyred freedom fighter Kinu
Sardar of Boro Durgapur wvil-
lage in Assassuni upazila, filed
a petition case with the Judicial
Magistrate's Court on Tuesday
accusing three ‘rajakars’. of
killing his father during

Liberation War, according to
our correspondent.

The accused are Nesar-
uddin Gazi of Kodonda village,
Abdur Rouf, and Hossain Gain
of Hajipur village under the
upazila.

In the petition, the com-
plainant stated that the
accused picked up his father
from their house on October 9,
1971. They took his father to
Assassuni army camp- and
shothimdead. .

The Court ordered' the

officer-in- charge (OC) of
Assassuni Police Station to
accept the petition as an FIR
and file a case against the
accused afterinvestigation.
Twenty-eight people were
sued in Goplalganj on
Wednesday on charges of war
crimes. :
Freedom Fighter Khalilur
Rahman Sheikh of Nakrirchar
village under Sadar upazila
filed a case with the court of

Additional Chief Judicial.

Magistrate, reports BSS.

SNAPS AND SNIPPETS I

PHOTO BANGLAR CHOKH

Rapid Action Battalion arrests three persons and seizes arms
from a clandestine arms factory in Batighata upazila under

Khulnadistrict yesterday.

Arms factory unearthed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Members of the Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) yesterday
unearthed an arms factory at Debitala under Batiaghat upazila
of Khulna district. The elite force arrested three people on the
spot and seized three pipe guns, five barrels of pipe gun, one
cartridge, springs, blades and small saws. The arrestees are
Rabiul Islam Akunji, 36, Delwar Hossain, 25, and Mintu Sheikh,
32. They were being interrogated at Rab-6 headquarters at
Khalishpuras offiling of this report at 6:00pm yesterday.

Schoolgirl raped in Netrakona

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

A schoolgirl was raped at Bagbar village in Purbadhala upazila
early yesterday. Police said the girl, a student of class-VII, was
asleep when a group of miscreants led by Ariful Haque
entered their house by breaking door. The gang then took the
girl to a nearby jungle and violated her. Local people later
rescued the student and sent her to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital in a critical condition. A case was filed
against six persons but police could notarrestanyone.

BNP office vandalised

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

A group of Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) activists alleg-
edly vandalised the district BNP office at Chhotobazar in tt}e
district town Wednesday night. Local and BNP sources said
the BCL cadres brought out a procession from near the dis-
trict Awami League office with sharp weapons at about
11:00pm and attacked the BNP office. They damaged furni-
ture and the portraits of Ziaur Rahman and Khaleda Zia dur-
ing the attack. No one was injured in the incident.

2 expelled CU students held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Two expelled students of Chittagong University (CU) were
arrested yesterday for their alleged involvement in campus
violence. The arrestees are Zahedul Islam Jewel alias Black
Jewel, science and technology affairs assistant secretary of
CU unit Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL), and Rashedul
Hasan Rajib, also a BCL activist. Hathazari police picked up
them from No. 1 gate of the university around 1:00pm. Police
said they were accused in four cases, They were expelled from

CU ondisciplinary ground.
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