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:;:?ather organisation of bus
owners, and form other com-

mittees at the city's different
terminals.

The feuding factions of
DSPS are MA Kader-Enayet
Ullah, Monir Chowdhury-
Kazi Alim Buddin and Ansa
Amin-Hasim Dewan group.

Monir Chowdhury alleged
that Kader-Enayet committee
is collecting tolls from differ-
ent bus terminals and added
that some bus owners of
Fulbaria bus stand at Gulistan
has reported him (Monir) that
Tk 300-400 is extorted against
abus perday.

But Khandkar Enayet
Ullah, general secretary of
DSPS, said some route com-
mittees formed during BNP-
led alliance tenure are
involved in realising the toll
money and in some cases
some ruling party men also
getinvolved with them.

He said DSPS would fix the
amount of money for service
charge or maintenance
charge to stop such toll col-
lection and dissolve the com-
mittees, formed during the
BNP-led alliance tenure.

Different bus owners
seeking anonymity said the
terminals were almost toll
free in 2007 and 2008 and
alleged that law enforcement
agencies do not play their
roles to curb the extortion in
the bus terminals rather the
law enforcers assist the extor-
tionists in their illegal busi-
ness.

The route committee
members who have links with
bus owners and workers
association leaders collect Tk
260 as GB from a bus against

each trip from Mohakhali

#rminal. Around 900 buses
use the terminal in a day,

sources at the terminal said.

Price of water
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supplying water on lorries

"charge the consumers
extra”. "Those who bribe get
water faster than the people
who do not,” said an official
of Wasa wishing not to be
named.

Nurul Haque said they
would rake stern actions
against the Wasa employees
or officials involved in this
malpractice.

Wasa had increased the
price of water (through
supply pipes) by five percent
onjulyl.

The cost of 1,000 litres of
water for Dhaka residents
went up to Tk 6.05 from Tk
5.75, said a Wasa official.
Industrial and commercial
consumers are now paying Tk
20.11 for every 1,000 litres,
which was Tk 19.15 before
ulyl.

A resident of Moghbazar
complained that Wasa is
giving too much attention to
increasing water price rather
than concentrating on pro-
viding good services to citi-
zens of Dhaka and providing
them with adequate water.
The resident said many areas
of the city are still in acute
water crisis.

The Wasa chief engineer
said there is almost no com-
plaint of water crisis in the
city now.

Kidnappers
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Assistant Commissioner (AC)
Md Mahibul Islam Khan of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
said, on Sultan's information a
team of detective police con-
ducted a drive at a river in
Sujanagar, Pabna around
5:00am and rescued victim
Farhad from a trawler The
kidnappers abandoned the
trawler after an exchange of
gunshots with the law enforc-
rsh for almost 45 minutes.
. Police, however, managed to
arrest Bakkar from the scene,
added ACMahibul.

DB sources said Yasmin
de. loped a false relationship
with victim Farhad, 28, a resi-
dent of Postogola in Shyampur
in the capital, over cell phone.
On July 8 she asked him to meet
at Aricha terminal and as he
arrived Yasmin's crime part-
ners abducted him at gun-

point.
gang later demanded

The
Tk 50 lakh ransom from the
victim's relatives over phone,
said the sources.

Quoting Yasmin AC
Mahibul said Jewel gave her
Farhad's number and asked
h_uh;nto develop intimacy with

In her preliminary interro-
gation Yasmin claimed Sultan
to be theringleader of the gang,
said the AC.

DB sources said Sultan and
his partners-in-crime used
female associates to deceive
and kidnap people. They are
already accused in such case
lodged with Dakkhin Khan
Police Station.

Besides, each of around 10 *

bus companies has to pay
about Tk 1.5 lakh to the own-
ers’ association and about Tk
1 lakh to workers' union
leaders per month, according

to the sources.
They said extortions at

terminals always take place
with the help of ruling party
men but sometimes extor-
tionists who have no links
with them also do such acts
including toll collection,
which are unbearable to

them.
Extortionists not only

collect regular tolls from the
bus owners, but also compel
them to appoint the goons as
their staff. As a result, the
owners do not get the actual
income from their bus.

Even some owners incur
loss repeatedly and after a
certain period of time they
have to sell their bus, a bus

owner said.
Wwhen contacted, Dhaka

Metropolitan Police (DMP)
Joint Commissioner (Traffic)
Manzur Kader Khan said
“Our members are not
involved in helping toll col-
lection in the transport sec-
tor.”

Recently, a 19-member
committee, headed by DMP
joint commissioner (traffic),
has been formed with the
representatives from police,
transport owners and trans-
portworkers' leaders to check
extortion in transport sector
but this hasyielded no result.

Tipai dam
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In response, Tharoor assured
her of India greatly valuing its
relations with Bangladesh and
nothing would be done that
could impair this relation and
went against the interest of
Bangladesh, said a foreign
ministry press release.

Dipu Moni, who is now
attending the 15th NAM sum-
mit at Sharm-el-Sheikh in
Egypt, also raised the issue of
Bangladesh's trade imbalance
with India, demarcation of
border and exchange of
enclaves, visa problems and
combating terrorism, said the

pressrelease.
She stated that

Bapgladesh-India relations
were one of the most compre-
hensive relations; hence the
resolution of the outstanding
issues had to be comprehen-

sive rather than piecemeal.
Mentioning the huge trade

imbalance between the two
countries, the foreign minister
urged the Indian state minis-
terto remove different kinds of
barriers for export augmenta-
tion from Bangladesh.

In this respect, she pointed
out equalisation of standards
and improvement of infra-
structure in the Indian side for
import of products from

Bangladesh.
She also referred to the

difficulties faced by
Bangladeshis, especially
businessmen, getting Indian
visas.

Tharoor proposed recipro-
cal arrangement in this regard.
He also mentioned that he did
not see any problem regarding
the entrance of Nepalese
trucks through Indian into
Bangladesh.

Dipu Moni also mentioned
the issues of demarcation of
border and exchange of
enclaves.

Tharoor assured to convey
her concerns to the proper
authoritiesin India.

Dipu Moni also mentioned
that maritime boundaries
should be demarcated accord-
ing to the internationally
accepted principle of equity
and hoped that India would be
ready for negotiations to
resolve the issue as both the
countries were in need of
resources at sea.

The Indian state minister
expressed his deep apprehen-
sion for the possible adverse
impact of climate change on
Bangladesh and assured
India's all out support and
understanding in this regard
and confirmed to defend the
interest of Bangladesh in
international forums.

He also suggested that
Bangladesh and India take up
joint projects for the benefit of
the people of the two coun-
tries.

The two also discussed the
South Asian Task Force on
Terrorism and were of the
opinion that an appropriate
use of this taskforce would
help combat the menace of
terrorism in South Asia.

Dipu Moni invited Tharoor

to visit Bangladesh at his early
convenience.

At the sidelines of the sum-
mit, Dipu Moni had a series of
meetings with her counter-
parts of different countries
including foreign ministers of
Portugal, the Maldives, UAE,
Singapore and Serbia.

Govt yet to pick

FROM PAGE 1 ;
Legal expert Shahdeen Malik,

however, told The Daily Star
that the trial of the BDR inci-
dent could be held under two
laws.

"Trial of the mutiny part of
the incident could be held
under the BDR act while the
carnage part under the Penal
Code... I do not see any legal
barriers in this regard,” he
said.

But if the trial is held under
the army act, the credibility of
the trial could be questioned
and it will be damaging for the
nation in the long run, he said.

In his argument Sahdeen
Malik said those who are
accused are not army person-
nel but those killed were army
personnel.

Both parties have to be
from the army to hold trials
under the army act.

He, however, said a section
of the army act states for
whom the act will not be
applicable. The government
issuing notifications can
bring trials of people con-
cerned under the army act
before the crime is commit-
ted, not afterwards.

Shafique Ahmed said, "We
are scrutinising different laws,
army laws, conventional laws,
BDR laws, the Penal Code, so
that the trial is fair and accept-
abletoall.”

Replying to a query, the law
minister said they are analys-
ing the proposals that the BDR
director general through
letters on June 23 sent to the
home and law secretaries.

In the letters, the BDR
authorities suggested that the
trials of the BDR mutineers be
held under thearmyact.

The letters also said if the
trials are held under the con-
ventional law, it will be diffi-
cult to prove mutiny charges
brought against BDR jawans
outside the capital.

"Since the matter is very
important, we have taken it
seriously and after looking
into everything we will
decide,” the law minister
said.

State Minister for Law
Qamrul Islam, Attorney
General Mahbubey Alam,
secretaries to the home affairs
and law, director general of
BDR, Chief public prosecutor
of BD ‘Huc 1
metropolitan public prosecu-
tor and representatives from
the armed forces division
attended the meeting.

Aminul, Dulu
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58 and 46 persons respectively
with the Judicial Court-3 in
Rajshahicity.

After the filing of the cases,
Judge Asafuddoula asked
Bagmara thana police to take
"legalactions.”

In his complaint Mozaffar
alleged that the accused looted
his house and took him to J]MB
torture cell forcibly on April 28,
2004 when militancy was at its
height in the upazla under the
leadership of Siddiqul Islam
BanglaBhai.

Bhai was later executed along
with JMB chief Shaikh Abdur
Rahman and four other kingpins
oftheoutfit

‘I was taken to the local ]IMB
camp and tortured as I refused to
give the money,” Mozaffar stated
inthecase.

Later, he was released after his
family members paid them Tk
30000

Mozaffar had to be admitted
to the hospital due to the inhu-
man torture meted out to him.

[brahim, the plaintiff of the
other case, said that the accused
also took him to JMB torture cell
and demanded Tk 50000 as
ransom. He was tortured for
refusing to pay the money. Later,
family members found Ibrahim
lying on a road and got him
admitted toalocal hospital.

On Tuesday, a case was filed
against 35 such suspects, includ-
ing former deputy minister Dulu
and ex-MP Nadim, on the same
charges.

Private medical
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The clash erupted when the
staffers of the college tried to
resist the angry students. Both
the groups equipped with
sticks and brickbats chased
each other, witnesses said.

The injured were admitted
to different local hospitals and
clinics.

Sub-inspector Iliasur
Rahman of Ashulia Police
Station told The Daily Star,
"College Chairman
Asaduzzaman Chowdhury on
Tuesday assured the students
of meeting their demands.

The chairman also asked
the students to hold a meeting
with them on Thursday (to-
day) in this regard," the Sl said.

“But the authorities filed a
general diary with the Ashulia
Police Station in the morning
against the students and
closed the college leading to
the clash between staffers and
student,” he added.
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Child labourers
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"Children should not be

allowed to work with danger-
ous acid solution. Eyeglasses,
hand gloves and masks are a
must while working with such
solution,” says Dr Samanta Lal
Sen, projectdirector, burn unit,
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

If acid comes in contact
with the body it can cause
perforation of the eyes, he
explains. If someone mistak-
enly drinks acid or its solution,
it might cause infection in the
kidneys, stomach and oesoph-
agus inthelong run.

It is, however, less danger-
ous blowing the nozzles with-
out any precaution for these
working children who even
used to make acid solution
wearing only hand gloves.

Chemists fear explosion
might occur anytime during
production of the solution in
unsafe condition at these
factories.

"The more the acid would
be concentrated the more it
would be damaging. And there
is also a process for making
sulphuric acid solution. It
would be dangerous if anyone
tries to make it by putting water
into acid. One has to pour acid
into water to make the solu-
tion," says Prof Dr M Muhibur
Rahman, president of
Bangladesh Chemical Society.

"Even if sulphuric acid is
diluted, it might cause harm to
the children. Concentration is
an important matter to be
considered for making acid
solution,” he adds.

The people engaged in
making the solution don't have
any idea about concentration
ofacid.

Moreover, the workers may
come into contact with acid
anytime as they put the deadly
substance in the middle of the
congested teen-roofed factory
where there is hardly enough
space Lo move.

Labour and Employment
Minister Khandker Mosharraf
Hossain said, “The conditionin
which children are found
working is undoubtedly haz-
ardous and risky.

"I did not know about the
situation and matter,” the
minister said.

"We should not shut down
the factories before generating

Apisul Hug, chief | alternative employment, o

ihtome source for these chil-
dren. 1 will ask the directorate

of labour and inspector of
factory to take immediate
measures in this regard,” he
added.

"It would be life threatening
if we do any mistake while
making the solution. It would
burn the entire body. But noth-

ing would happen as 1 have’

been working in these factories
for about a decade without any
accidents. 1 do not need any
training,” says Mohammad
Halim, who makes sulphuric
acidsolution atafactory.

He adds the solution is
made in a ratio of one mug of
acid against five mugs of water.
However, they don't have any
idea about concentration of
the acid they are working with.

"Acid generates heat when
it is mixed with water. If more
acid is mixed with compara-
tively less water, it would gen-
erate more heat and may cause
explosion,” says Prof Nilufar
Nahar.

Back at Khokon's factory,
they make acid solution after
producing 300-400 burners to
have those washed and
cleaned.

It takes a fortnight to make
such production. Khokon
produces 1,000-1,200 burners
every month and uses 10kg
acid he buys from Armanitola
for the cleaning purpose.

Once the burners are
dipped into sulphuric acid
solution, those are thrown into
the Buriganga, contributing to
the niver pollution. After that
Tauhid starts blowing brazen
pipes of the burners to have
those properly cleaned.

"It tastes a bit sour. I do not
feel anything bad in my body. I
am okay," says Tauhid, a class
six student who left school
aboutsixmonths ago.

But sores on his swollen lips
were clearly seen during the
conversation.

Deep sea port
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following a letter issued by the

Prime Minister's Office. An
inter-ministerial committee
later decided to carry out a
techno-economic feasibility
studyin 2005.

Pacific Consultation
[nternational, Japan in associa-
tion with four other firms
conducted the feasibility study,

idha et (o AdE phekorrd

site forthe deep-sea port.

Party constitution
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changes in their constitutions
to ensure democratic practice
and financial transparency
within themselves--critenia for
getting registered with the ECas
parliamentary parties as per the
Representation of the People
Order.

After incorporating the
changes the ﬁ)arties gave the
commission legal undertak-
ings, ‘Eledgi.ng that they will
ratify their provisional constitu-
tions and submit those to the
commission within six months
from the date of the ninth par-
liament's first sitting. Following
the undenakiiljs, the EC regis-
tered 39 political parties accept-
ing the provisional changes.

2 As the new parliament

journey on January 25, it
becamegan]e maﬁydalnry fnﬂﬂ the
registered parliamentary par-
ties to ratify the provisional
changes in their constitutions
and submit those to the EC on
or before July25.

However, once the election
was over, the parties forgot their
pledges and have not taken
steps to hold party councils in
over five months to ratify their
constitutions with provisional
changes. And now at the fag end
of the stipulated deadline, they
are seeking more time.

But the EC has no jurisdic-
tion to extend the timeframe
without amending the
Representation of the People
Order.

Thesecond session of parlia-
ment was prorogued on July 9
and the next session is likely to
begin early September. So, if the

overnment wants to amend

e RPO, the president will have
to promulgate an ordinance,
which, if done, will be the first
ordinance under the Awami
League-led alliance govern-
ment.

Meanwhile, in a hurried
move the ruling AL has decided
to hold its council on July 24 to
ratify the provisional changes in
its constitution. The main
opposition BNP has stated that
it will not be possible for it to
hold party council within the
timeframe.

TheALyesterday sentaletter
to the EC, informing that it will
notmeet the commission today
to seek time as per its earlier
decision since the party later
decided to submit its ratified
constitution on July 24.

An AL delegation handed
over the letter to Election
Commissioner Muhammed
Sohul Hussein, who is acting as
the chief election commis-
sioner in the absence of
Shamsul Huda.

A delegation of BNP is likely
to meet the EC to discuss the
issue.

"We will have to extend the
timeframe in line with the law,"
Sohultold reporters in reply to a

query on BNP's plea for time
extension.

Question has been raised if
the EC can cancel a political
party’s registration if the party
fails to submit its ratified consti-
tution to the commission
within the stipulated
timeframe.

The RPO does not have any
provision for taking action
against a registered party in
such case.

The EC has alread
announced that it would as
political parties that will not
submit their ratified constitu-
tions within the timeframe to
explain the failure.

In the provisional changes in
their constitutions, political
parties de-linked front organi-
sations of students, teachers
and labourers of financial
institutions, included provi-
sions for electing parliamentary
candidates through panels at
the grassrootslevels, etc.

RMG workers
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Bangladesh Association of
International Recruiting
Agencies (Baira) President
Ghulam Mustafa said for the
last several months Mauritius
has notbeen issuing work visas
to Bangladeshis, although
employers of that country
prefer Bangladeshiworkers.

"Sure, if Mauritius takes a
policy not to hire foreign work-
ers, it may take such a decision.
But, I would appeal to the
authorities of Mauritius not to
send back the workers before
completion of their job con-
tracts, considering humanitar-
lanissues,” he added.

Reza Uteem, a Mauritian
lawyer defending the interest of
the foreign workers, called his
government's decision 'irratio-
nal'and 'inbreach of the human
right declarations' to which
Mauritius is a signatory,
reported African News.

Chair of Textile
Manufacturers and Allied
Workers Unionin Mauritius Ally
Faizal Beegun asked the coun-
try's Prime Minister Navin
Ramgoolam to consider the
humanitarian aspect of the
decision, as well as the issue of
the country's textile industry's
survival.

"A number of those workers
are ready to commit suicide
instead of going back home
empty handed,"” he said, adding
thatmost of them have not even
been paid for sixmonths.

About 20,000 foreigners
from many countries including
China, India, Bangladesh, and
Sri Lanka work in the textile and
clothing industries of
Maurnitus,

Hasina
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“l believe climate change

remains as one of the most
daunting global challenges of
our times. It has far-reaching
effects on all nations of the
world, particularly on the
LDCs," she told the leaders
from the developing and eco-
nomically Emcrﬁng countries,

She pointed out that
Bangladesh, situated in a low-
lying delta, is deeply con-
cerned with climate change
and globalwarming,

"A perceptible rise in sea
level would submerge a third of
the country, burgeoning its
already thick population and
limited resources,” the prime
minister told the summit meet.

She noted that although the
LDCs have little msBunmbiUty
for this universal dilemma of
climate change, they remain
highly vulnerable to its diverse
imeacts. _

Yet, unfortunately, their
articular needs are often
E assed in formulating global
gficy solutions,” she told the
orum.

On the global economic
slowdown, Hasina said the
world is now experiencing an
intractable economic reces-
sion.

She said the most vulnera-
ble countries, which are not
responsible for this situation,
however, stand to suffer the
most.

The PM said the developed
countries must accept that the
financial crisis would further
aggravate in the event of negli-

ence of the current needs of
eveloping countries, espe-
cially those of LDCs.

She observed that years of
negligence to equity and jus-
tice, including basically an
unfair international financial
structure, has to a large extent
contributed to this setback.

“Immediate restructurin
of the global financial an
economic system is the call of
the day for overcoming the
current crisis, and avoidance of
similar recurrence in future,”
she said before the big gather-
ing of globalleaders.

The PM said in the global
trade, adoption of policies with
narrow outlook would result in
slowdown from which all
would lose in the long run.
Instead, she said, the devel-
oped countries should offer
key development deliverables
such as duty-free and quota-
free market access, trade-
capacity building and so on as
stimulus package especially to
Least Developed Countries
(LDC).

Also, she noted, recovery
measures should be designed
so that employment opportu-
nities of immigrant workers
from developing countries are
notadversely aﬂgecled.

On Food, Hasina said the
food crisis of the early 2008 still
exists, anditis necessary for the
international community to
make long-term investment in
food production, fertiliser,
irrigation and agriculture
technologies.

About terrorism, the prime
minister said in today's world
terrorism demands more
attention and resources than
any otherissue.

She said Bangladesh
denounces terrorism in all its
forms and also mentioned
brutal assassinations of the
Father of the Nation and her
father Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his
family members.

"All acts of terror are funda-
mentally flawed and unequiv-
ocally criminal. Therefore,
Bangladesh fully suPlpnrts the
Movement's principled posi-
tion on terrorism, and other
measures recommended to
deal withit," she told the meet.

The PM said Bangladesh
also recognises the value of
regional anti-terrorism
arrangements and instru-
ments for combating terrorism
and her government has pro-
posed establishment ofaSouth
Asian Task Force on counter-
terrorism and is now working

with regional partners on its
scope, dimension and modali-
ties.

JMB men
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on jihad.

The arrestees are Ehsar
members (full timers) Kurri
Mohammad Saidur Rahman, 28,
and Mohammad Akkas Ali alias
Akash, 25, of Muktagachha in
Mymensingh, Gayeri Ehsar
member (part timer)
Mohammad Rokanuzzaman,
24, of Jamalpur and member
Mohammad Saidur Miah, 32, of
Jamalpur.

Rab-1 acting Director Maj
Suman Ahmmed said they
arrested Saidur Rahman at a
house in Kanchpur of
Narayanganj Tuesday and fol-
lowing his confessions they
arrested Akash at a house in
gtll_pnagar of Mirpur in the capi-

Following their confessions,
Rab arrested Rokanuzzaman
and Saidur Miah at a house in
Jamalpur Sadar upazila yester-
daymorning, Maj Suman said.

According to Rab officials,
they recovered the shells of

nades and books on jihad

m the house of Azizul Huq of
Chitalia in Jamalpur Sadar
upazila. He could not be
arrested.

Replying to a query, Rab
officials said the ]IMB men were
preparing to launch grenade
attacks.

The major said some of the
JMB men have been trying to
organise a separate platform--
Islam O Muslim--of the militant
organisation.

DHAKA THURSDAY JuLy 16, 2009 1 5

168 people killed
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"It seemed the pllot was trying
to land and moments later the
plane hit the ground and broke
into pieces that were scattered
farand wide."

Iran's English-language
Press TV quoted a witness from
the site near the village of Janat
Abad as saying that “the aircraft
all of a sudden fell out of the sky
and exploded on impact,
where you seethe crater.”

Armenian television
reported that the crash was
caused byan engine fire.

About 30 relatives and
friends of passengers gathered
at Yerevan airport, many of
them in tears, where teams
were on hand to give assistance
and information.

Iran's civil aviation spokes-
man Reza Jafarzadeh said the
plane took off from Imam
Khomeini international air-
port at 11:33 am (0703 GMT)
but "16 minutes later it disap-
peared off the radarand then it
crashed.”

State television's website
quoted Ahmad Momeni, man-
aging director of Iran's airport
authority, as saying that the last
conversation between the pilot
and the ground was "normal
and did not indicate any tech-
nical glitch."

Ahmad Mousavi, secretary
general of the Iranian Red
Crescent, said: "The massive
explosion caused severe burns.
We were unable to do any-
thing."

President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad has ordered a
transport ministry probe into
the disaster, the latest major air
crash in six weeks.

Two weeks ago a Yemenia
Airbus crashed in the Indian
Ocean off the Comoros, killing

152 people, while on June 1 an
Air France Airbus plunged into
the Atlantic coast off Brazil
killing 228.

Iran, which has been under
years of international sanc-
tions, has suffered a number of
aviation disasters over the past
decade but Wednesday's crash
is the worstformany years.

In December 2005, a total of
108 people were killed when a
Lockheed transport plane
crashed into a foot of a high-
rise housing block outside

Tehran.

Twenty-nine people were
killed in September 2006 when
an airliner came off the runway
after landing in the eastern city
of Mashhad and burst into
flames.

In Novemnber that year, a
military plane crashed on
takeoff at Tehran's Mehrabad
airport, killing all 39 people on
board, including 30 members
of the elite Revolutionary
Guards.

Iran's civil and military
fleet is made up of ancient
aircraft in very poor condition
due to their age and lack of
maintenance. The Iranian
regime is barred by sanctions
from buying American Boeing
planes or European Airbus
aircraft when they include a
significant number of US
parts.

Caspian Airlines was estab-
lished in 1992. Its website said
it operates more than 50 regu-
lar and numerous charter
flights each week between
Iranian cities and several
Middle Eastern and Eastern
European destinations.

Emajuddin

FROM PAGE 16 :
Mohammad Momtazuddin

Ahmed passed the order in
line with a prayer moved by
defence lawyer Abdullah Al
Mamun seeking apology for
Emajuddin’s contemptuous
comment.

Prof Emajuddin was pres-
ent in the court during the
hearing yesterday.

Md Abdus Salam filed the
contempt of court petition
with the High Court against
the ex-VCof DU on June 24.

The petition contained
charges of making “deroga-
tory” statement against the
HC judges who delivered the
June 21 verdict on proclama-
tion ofindependence.

The same HC bench on
June 24 issued a rule upon
Emajuddin to explain why the
contempt proceedings should
notbe brought against him for
making contemptuous state-
mentaboutthe HC judges.

Manzill Murshid, the peti-
tioner's solicitor, didn't
oppose the apology prayer.

Reckless force

FROM PAGE 16
"We were told soldiers were to

be secured by fire-power. The
soldiers were made to under-
stand that their lives were the
most important, and that
there was no way our soldiers
would get killed for the sake of
leaving civilians the benefit of
the doubt,” said one soldier in
thereport.

Until now, Israel always
had a ready answer to allega-
tions of war cnimes 1n Gaza.
Claims were, they said,
Palestinian propaganda. Now
the accusations of abuse are
being made by Israeli soldiers.

The common thread in the
testimonies is that orders were
given to prevent Israeli casual-
ties whatever the cost in
Palestinian lives.

The Israeli military says
past allegations of wrong-
doing in Gaza were the result
ofsoldiers recycling rumours.

But Breaking the Silence
has a long - and to many,
credible - record in getting
soldiers to talk about experi-
ences which might not reflect
well on the army.

In one of the new testimo-
nies, a soldier said his unit
used Palestinian civilians as
human shields - a practice
outlawed by Israel's Supreme
Court - forcing them to enter
buildings suspected of hous-
ing militants and to break
down walls using sledgeham-
mers.

"Sometimes the force
would enter while placing rifle
barrels on a civilian's shoul-
der, advancing into a house
and using him as a human
shield. Commanders said
these were the instructions
and we had to do it," the sol-
diersaid.

Another said the regula-
tions on when to shoot were
vague.

"My impression about
rules of engagement was that,
at least at our level, they were
not clear. There were no clear
red lines,” he said.

"This report reflects the
crimes committed in Gaza,”
said Ismail Haniyeh, the
leader of the Hamas govern-
ment in Gaza. He called on
"human rights bodies and
international groups” to put
Israel'sleaders on trial.

A small number of other
soldiers have come forward
with similar testimony since
the operation. But overall,
Israelis support their army
and believe the Gaza opera-
tion was necessary, so the
long-term impact of such
reports on public opinion
appears limited.

Many of the testimonies
are in line with claims made by

human-rights organisations
that Israeli military action in
Gaza was indiscriminate and
disproportionate.

Amnesty International has
accused both Israel and
Hamas of committing war
crimes during the 22-day
conflict.

While confirming that
Palestinian militants also
violated the laws of war,
human rights groups like
Amnesty International have
focused on Israeli violations,
charging that Israel’s response
was disproportionate and that
Israel's military used powerful
weapons indiscriminately in
heavily populated areas. The
UN has also launched a probe
into Israel's actions during the
offensive.

Israel says many of those
reports are politically moti-
vated and that it is singled out
for scrutiny not devoted to the
Palestinians or to other global
conflicts.

Israeli officials insist troops
went to great lengths to pro-
tect civilians, that Hamas
endangered non-combatants
by firing from civilian areas
and that homes and buildings
were destroyed only when
there was a specific military
need todo so.

There have been several
investigations into the con-
duct of Israel's operation In
Gaza, and both Israel and
Hamas, the Palestinian mili-
tant group that runs the terri-
tory, have faced accusations of
war crimes.

An internal investigation
by the Israeli military said
troops fought lawfully,
although errors did take place,
such as the deaths of 21 people
in a house that had been
wrongly targeted.

UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon has requested more
than $11m (£7m) in compen-
sation from Israel for damage
to UN property in Gaza. A
limited UN inquiry blamed
Israel in six out of nine attacks
on UN facilities, resulting in
casualties among civilians
sheltering there.

Meanwhile, a fact-finding
team commissioned by the
Arab League concluded there
was enough evidence to pros-
ecute the Israeli military for
war crimes and crimes against
humanity, and that "the Israeli
political leadership was also
responsible for such crimes”.

It also said Palestinian
militants were guilty of war
crimes in their use of indis-
criminate rocket attacks on
civilians.



