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Flower stands
by Pietersen

CRICINFO, undated

Andy Flower, the England
coach, has defended Kevin
Pletersen for his shot selection
in Cardiff, and insisted the
batsman would review his
own performance and learn
from the experience. Flower's
defence came after Geoff
Boycott had accused Pietersen
of acting like a “spoilt child"
for giving away his innings
with an over-ambitious pad-
dle-sweep when well set on 69
in the firstinnings.

“Pietersen is like a spoilt
child, the family favourite who
can get away with anything
because he is the golden boy,”
Boycott wrote in the Daily
Telegraph. "Until somgone
takes the trouble to discipline
him he will keep making the
same stupid mistakes overand
overagain.”

"I don't think you can just
isolate him, even though he's
the most high-profile guy,”
Flower said. "He, like any
batsman, will review his game
and the decisions he made,
and he'll regret that he got out.
He's playing for England, he's
very proud to play for
England, and he's trying to do
his bestand win games forus.

"He'll review that like any
other sensible man would.
The bottom line is you've got
to make good decisions as
batters. At the end of your
career, season, or series, the
sum of your results will be
from the decisions you make.
But Kevin must have made
some good decisions, because
he made 69 in the firstdig.”

Boycott, however, was not
confident that Flower and
England's captain Andrew
Strauss were capable of repri-
manding Pietersen. "My
concern is that there is no one
in the England set up who will
go up to Pietersen and tell him
that this is not good enough,”
he said. "Andrew Strauss and
Andy Flower are both quiet
men and frankly I do not think
they have got the courage.”

England held on to a draw
in the Test after the last-wicket
pair of James Anderson and
Monty Panesar batted out
close to 12 overs to save the
game. Boycott questioned
England’s ability to adapt to
different match situations.
"The trouble with England's
batsmen is that they are one-
dimensional. They only want
to play with an attacking
mentality, and when they are
presented with a situation that
demands a different
approach, theycannotadapt.”

Flower, however, believed
the fight England showed on
the final day of that contest was
evidence they had changed
their mindsets mid-match. "It
was a relief, they outplayed us,
but in saying that I thought we
did brilliantly to hang on," he
said. "To only lose seven wick-
ets on that fifth-day pitchwas a
great effort. We'll take a bit of
confidence from the fight we
showed.

"We obwviously talk about,
and review, games, that's
standard practice, and there
are all sorts of areas we could
improve on,” he said. "Cer-
tainly, batting-wise, didn't
cash in when we had the
opportunities, and bowling-
wise we weren't accurate
enough to put them under
pressure. But it was a flat deck
and they all batted superbly.”
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Australia captain Ricky Ponting plays a shot using a wicket during atraining session at Lord's yester-
day, ahead of the second Ashes Testagainst England starting tomorrow.
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Former England captain Nasser Hussain on
Tuesday attacked the team's time wasting tactics
during the first Ashes Test against Australia as
"amateur and embarrassing towatch".

Hussain said he supported subtle attempts
at time wasting in order to win, but the blatant
tactics used by Andrew Strauss's team bordered
on the ridiculous and were bad for the sport.

‘It wasn't a street wise move at all, it was
village green stuff. It was amateur and embar-
rassing to watch,” Hussain said, in his column
in London's Daily Mail newspaper.

"And it was bad for the game -- more like
diving to win a penalty than delaying a throw
in,” he continued.

Australia captain Ricky Ponting slammed
England for a lack of sportsmanship after the
controversial conclusion in Cardiff to the dra-
matic drawn first Test.

Ashes-holders Australia were poised to go 1-
0 up in the five-Test series before England's
last-wicket duo of James Anderson and Monty

Nasser didn't like it too

Panesar held out for the final 40 minutes to
salvage an unlikely draw.

But twice during the 10th wicket pair's 69-
ball stand, England's 12th man ran onto the
field to offer Anderson batting gloves while a
physio was eventually ordered off by the
umpires after making it to the middle on the
second occasion.

Hussain, England captain between 1999 and
2003, said time wasting was an "everyday fact of
life” and he supported "whatever it takes to win
or save a high-stakes match",

But he said the England team needed to
smarten up and not use tactics "that makes
them or theirsportlooksilly.

“Watching the 12th man run on with gloves,
followed by a physio who wasn't needed
because no-one was injured, looked terrible
and itdidn'teven waste much time," he said.

‘Itdidn'tspoil a classic Test match but it did
lead to a slightly farcical finish, which was a
shame.

"If I were Ponting, I would have been angry
too, and would have told the physio to get off. In
those situations England have got to be
smarter.”

ThesecondTeststarts at Lord's on Thursday.
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Younus Khan has responded to Pakistan's first
Test series defeat in Sri Lanka by pleading for
more time to rebuild the team after "very little
cricket over the last 18 months". Speaking after
a game in which Pakistan's batting collapses
tilted the balance towards Sri Lanka, Younus
said he didn't want to put blame on any indi-
vidual -- the team was lacking by just 20%,
failing to stay focused throughout the games
and while facing pressure situations.

"It's very easy right now to write this team
off,” he said, "But how many Tests have we
played in the last 14 months? For one full year
we didn't play at all. As and when we start play-
Ing more regularly, we will learn to adapt. I
think it's not about the technique, not about
the bowling, notabout the weather.

"Give this team some time, don't point
fingers too early. It will be very easy for me too
to blame particular players, even myself. But
the reality is, we haven't been playing any Test
cricket. It's very easy for me to give up, to say |
can't captain this team. But somebody will
have to stand up and fix the situation."

Before the start of the series, Younus had
said that being undercooked should not be an
excuse for international teams. But three heart-
breaking collapses later, Younus said it was time
to analyse the situation, and that he concluded
thus not as Pakistan captain but as an analyst.
"Out of the four matches we have played, one
was stopped midway, one we drew, and lost
two,"” he said. "And that too it felt like we were
not beaten, we lost them ourselves. So I am not

'Give this team time'

looking for excuses but for reasons. And this is
oneof the majorreasons.”

The irony of the situation, though, is that it
was not the youngsters, the debutants, who let
the team down. It was the experienced pros
who failed all three times to arrest the collapses.
Younus saw thatas one of the positives from the
series. "This team is in a rebuilding phase," he
sald. "We had three debutants in the last match,
and one in this. Butif Saeed Ajmal is putting up
a fight, if Abdur Rauf is putting up a fight, if
Fawad Alam is putting up a fight, if Mohammad
Aamer is putting up a fight, that gives me some
solace. I will have to give them some time. So
too the mediaand the fans."

Younus reiterated that the problem came
from not finishing matches. "There is only 20%
that we are lacking. If we play to our potential --
everybody knows about us -- we will start win-
ning. It is all about concentration and how to
adaptto conditions.”

Over six and a bit days, Pakistan have had
three disastrous sessions, while the other ses-
sions have been full of heartening perfor-
mances from their youngsters. Their bowling
attack looks in good health, especially with an
impending comeback of Mohammad Asif, and
Ajmal and Danish Kaneria fighting for the
spinner's slot. Yet they have lost the series,
which canbe averydemoralising experience.

Younus, though, wants to look ahead imme-
diately, to the next Test. "What can [ do? [ can
only ask them to focus forlonger durations. After
Tests we have to play one-dayers too. It will be
every difficult if we go 2-0 down or 3-0 down. If
we push more, keep pushing, we can win the last
Test, which should give us a lot of motivation
before the one-dayers. And if we can win both,
we will get some satisfaction atleast.”

Teletalk
cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachart

The final match of first Teletalk
cricket tournament will be
held at the Khagrachhari
government high school
ground today.

Khabongpuriya Samobai
Samity meet Victoria Club in
the final,

Local lawmaker Zatindra
Lal Tripura is expected to
attend the final as the chief
guest,

Div III cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

Taj Property Cricket Club rode
on Saiful Islam's century to
outclass Udayan Cricket
Academy by 250 runs in a
qualifying round match of the
Metropolis Third Division
Cricket League at the Gulshan
Youth Club ground yesterday.

Taj Ptoperty piled up a
mammoth 314 for 7 in 45 overs
with Saiful hammering 124
runs off 73 balls with six fours
and 13 sixes.

Aynal captured three wick-
ets for 44 runs while Shaiful
Islam took two wickets for
nine runs.

In reply, Udayan Cricket
Club was dismissed cheaply
for 64 runsinjust 14.4 overs.

Shoaib grabbed three
wickets conceding only four
runs while Kalam took two
wickets for 10.

In the day's other matches,
Sheikh Jamal Smriti Cricketers
(163-2) notched an 8-wicket
win over Alhaj Kazi Abdus
Samad Smriti Sangsad (162-10)
at the Dhaka University
ground, Friends Social Welfare
Organisation (232-10) beat
East End Cricket Academy (83-
10) at the City Club ground and
Dhaka North (202-9) defeated
Amarjyoti Club (61-10) at the
Jagannath Hall ground.

School chess

SPORTS REPORTER
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Former England opener Geoff Boycott has
blasted Kevin Pietersen for behavinglike a 'spoilt
child’ by getting himself out with an ill-judged
sweep shotin the drawn opening Asheg Test.

Pictersen’s offering of a gentle catch to
Simon Katich off the bowling of Nathan Hauritz
when on 69 infuriated Boycott, who vented his
spleen in a Tuesday commentary for the Dally
Telegraph.

"Pietersen is like a spoilt child, the family
favourite who can get away with anything
because he is the golden boy,” Boycott charged.

"Until someone takes the trouble to disci-
pline him he will keep making the same stupid
mistakes over and over again.”

And Boycott indicated England captain
Andrew Strauss and coach Andy Flower should
sitdown with the batsman and set him straight.

"My concern is that there is no one in the

Tﬂhe Eﬂﬂu ﬁ‘lar

Boycott blasts KP

England set up who will go up to Pietersen and tel)
him that thisis not good enough,” Boycott said.

But he added: "Andrew Strauss and An
Flower are both quiet men and frankly I do not
think they have got the courage.”

Ultimately, England snatched a draw after
James Anderson and Monty Panesar saw out the
final 40 minutes Sunday duringa 69-ball stand.

After the match, Strauss told his batsmen
they must now raise their game as, Payl
Collingwood aside, no England top-order
batsman managed more in their second
innings than Strauss's 17.

Strauss admitted that "as a batsman, 1o
watch Nos 10 and 11 do your job for you isnot a
placeyouwanttobe.”

Boycott insisted that England's batting as a
wholeleft much to be desired.

“The trouble with England's batsmen is that
they are one-dimensional. They only want to
play with an attacking mentality, and when
they are presented with a situation that
demands a different approach, they cannot
adapt,” he opined.

Victory celebrated

opening Test because of a
contract dispute with the West
Indies board.

Bangladesh now lead the
two-Test series 1-0 with the
final match set to start on
Fridayin Grenada.

The Test series will be
followed by three one-day
internationals and a Twenty20
match.

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard on the final
day of the opening Test
between West Indies and
Bangladesh at the Arnos Vale
Sports Complex in Kingstown
on Monday:

BANGLADESH: First innings
238 (Mashrafe 39; Roach 3-46)
WEST INDIES: First innings
307 (Phillips 94; Mahmud-
ullah 3-59, Rubel 3-76)
BANGLADESH: Second
innings (overnight 26-0)
Tamim c Dowlinb Bernard128
ImrulcRoach b Austin 24

Mahmudullah lbwb Roach 8
Mashrafe cRoachbSammy 0

Shahadatnotout 0
Rubel lbwb Sammy ]
Extras: (Ib-9, w-2, nb-7) 18
Total: (Alloutin 120.1 overs) 345

Fall of wickets: 1-82, 2-228. 3-
258, 4-261, 5-267, 6-327, 7-
342,8-344,9-344

Bowler MY RO
Roach 26 8 ol
Best 13 3 49 0
Austin 30 4 78 1
Sammy 30.1 IR R
Miller 17 4 40 O
Bernard 4 [} 82 )
WEST INDIES: Second
innings

Richards run out (Rokibul) 14

Phillips Ibw b Shakib 14
Dowlin ¢ Imrul b Mahmudullah 19
Reifer lbwb Mahmudullah 19
Bernard notout 52
Walton Ibw b Mahmudullah 10
Sammy c Shahadat b Shakib 19

Miller c Mushfiqur b Ashraful S
Austin lbwb Mahmudullah 0

The Standard Chartered 11th
School Chess Tournament got
underway at the NSC Tower
auditorium lounge yesterday.

A total of 263 students from
several schools of Dhaka city
and other districts, along with
four players from Nepaland 12
players from India are partici-
patingin the event.

52 players including Saif,
Siam, Souvik, Debet and
Rupesh won their first round
games in the Class VI to X
Group while 36 players includ-
ing Fahad, Hrithik and
Abhigyan won their first round
games in the KG-Class V
group. In the girls' group, 34
players including Ahely, Tani,
Protiva Santa Thapa, Asmita
won their firstround games.

After all

FROM PAGE 17

achieve his highest Test score if
not that elusive hundred.
Fortunately or unfortunately
Mohammed Ashraful, who has
played his partin almostall the
previous Bangladesh wins, did
not make any noticeable con-
tribution in the match. It was a
blessing in disguise. It means
that Ashraful does not neces-
sarily need to pull the strings
for the Tigers to succeed. This
win should provide great self-
belief to the others and much
needed humility for the just-
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PHOTO: BANGLARCHOKH.COM
Kids are seen engrossed in the war of wits on the opening day of
the Standard Chartered 11th School Chess tournament at the

FROM PAGE 17 Zunaed ¢ Richards b Sammy 78  Roach c Mushfiqur b Mahmuduliah 3
The home team were fprced 10 RokibulbSammy 18 BestlbwbShakib 9
field a 5ecnqd-stnr_13 side aftf:r Ashraful lbwb Roach 3 Extras:(b-5,1b-5,w-2,nb-5)17
13 players, including captain  Shakib c Austinb Sammy 30 Total: (Alloutin70.1 overs)18]
Chris Gayle, boycotted the Mushfiqurb Roach 37 Fall of wickets: 1-20, 2-33, 3.

69, 4-72, 5-82, 6-119, 7-151, 8-
164,9-172

Bowler £ M K-
Shahadat 12 o3t il
Rubel 10 Kol 0
Shakib 8.1 Il 38 3
Mahmudullahl5 4 51 5
Ashraful 5 1 4 1
Result: Bangladesh won by 95
runs.

Toss: Bangladesh.
Man-of-the-match: Tamim
Igbal.

Umpires: Asoka de Silva and
TonyHill.

BCCI denies «

Kambli's
claim

PT1, New Delhi

The Board of Control for
Cricketin India (BCCI) Tuesday
dismissed as "baseless” former
national player Vinod Kambli's
charge that he was a victim of
racial discrimination on selec-
tion matters.

Kambli, a failed cricketer
who began with much promise
but fizzled out after innumera-
ble comebacks, i1s reported to
have made these allegations
against the BCCl in a TV reality
show where he also spoke
against his childhood friend
Sachin Tendulkar for not help-
ing him enough.

“It is completely a baseless
and uncalled for charge BCCI
does not believe in getting into
all this. In fact, BCCI is one
body which is fighting against
racism at the international
level,” BCCI's Finance and
Media Committee Chairman
RajivShuklasaid.

Shukla said also selectors

based decisions while choos-
Ing the national team.

"It was purely performance-
based decision. Selectors take
only performance-based deci-
sions and the same ick
was used for Kambli,” he said.

Brac Bank
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1-2reverse to Union Capital
Tobacco giants BAT also
managed to chalk up another
win as theyscored an emphatic
3-0victoryover The CityBank.
Shiblee Shakik, Golam
Sadek and Dewan Ashrakat
netted a goal apiece for the

always took perfurmance—‘q‘,
-




