1 2 DHAKA MONDAY JULY 13, 2009

Public gatherings
banned in restive
Chinese city

AFP, Urumqi

Authorities banned public
gatherings in China's restive
Urumaqi city as Han Chinese
marked a traditional day of
mourning yesterday for
those who died in ethnic
unrest one week earlier.

Police in Urumgi, capital of
the northwest Xinjiang region,
published a notice Saturday
banning any public gather-
ings, the official Xinhua news
agency reported.

"Assemblies, marches
and demonstrations on
public roads and at public
places in the open air are nol
allowed without police per-
mission,” the notice was
quoted as saying.

It added that police would
disperse public assemblies if
they took place and take
"necessary means” to do so,
as well as detain people who
resisted orders to stop,
Xinhua said.

Han Chinese were on
Sunday expected to com-
memorate those who died in
last Sunday's unrest that left
184 dead and over 1,000
injured -- 137 of the dead
were Han, according to

government figures.

It is a tradition for Han
Chinese to mourn the loss of
loved-ones on the seventh
day after their death, when
relatives perform ceremo-
nies such as burning fake
money or invite monks home
to chant,

The ban showed authori-
ties were still extremely
concerned about further
unrest, after Mushim Uighurs
rampaged through the
streets and attacked Han
Chinese one week ago.

Thousands of Han
Chinese then retaliated early
in the week, arming them-
selves with makeshift weap-
ons and marching through
parts of Urumgi vowing
vengeance against the
Uighurs.

The mobs attacked some
Uighurs, AFP witnessed, but
it was unclear whether any
died at the hands of the
vigilantes.

Exiled Uighur leaders
insist thatsecurity forces and
Han mobs killed Uighurs
after Sunday's unrest.

Xinjiang's eight million
Uighurs make up nearly half
the population of the region,

and have long complained of
repression and discrimina-
tion under Chinese rule.

Beijing, however, says its
rule in Xinjiang Is fair,

BSF firings
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the BDR men at Daudpur
border outpost restrained the
villagers.

BDR officials protested the
unprovoked firing of BSE

In another incident, BSF
troops from Gobindapur
camp of Nadia district opened
fire m}néhree Bangladeshi
cattle traders when they were
returning home through the
Baradi border point of
Chuadanga at about 5:00am,
BDR sources said.

The shooting left
Bodruzzaman dead on the
spot, while two others escaped
unhurt.

BSF members took away
the body, sources said.

BDR of 35-rifles battalion
sent letters to its counterpart
protesting the killing and
demanding immediate return
ofthe body.

The killing took place at a
time when the BDR-BSF sum-
mit meeting is in progress in
Dhaka.

Gulshan Lake
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The Supreme Court and the
High Court had earlier issued
several orders to save the lake
from encroachers. But the
court orders saw little change
in attitudes in everyone con-
cerned.

Duringrecentwisits itwasseen
parts of the lake was being filled
up with rubble. A number of
signboards were also erected in
the lake water daimmg ‘owner-
ship’ ofthatcertain piece ofland.
(1 Developers v Niketon are
carrying out construction on
the very edge of the lake. They
have gobbled up atleast 10-15
feet of the lake area filling it
with the rubble of the con-
struction.

Earlier, the grabbers have
filled up portions of lake
beside the Roads 21,22, 23, 24,
55, 105, 118, 136, said the
Gulshan Society at a recent
press conference. It also
demanded that the govern-
ment recover the lake from
thegrabbers.

According to the existing
Wetland, Open Space, Park
Conservation Act, 2000, filling up
of a lake without ission of
the authorities concemed IS a
punishable offence. The violators
are subject to a fine of Tk 50,000
withfiveyears'jailsentence.

Many grabbers filed cases
with the courts when the gov-

ermnment agencies went to stop
them. A Rajuk source says
around 100 cases are pending
in the High Court about ‘'own-
ership’ ofthelakeland.

“As the land is very expen-
sive, the grabbers are always
readyto bribe the government
officials. Sometimes theyeven
resort to the laws to take pos-
session of the grabbed land as
Rajuk is not always interested
to recover the land," com-
ments the source.

BIDitiaty vsay Sometimes

Rajuk gets back the grdbbéd
land if they fought the legal
battle properly. But no grab-
bers were ever punished
under the existing laws.

The Rajuk started building
a walkway around the bank of
the lake on the western side In
October 2004. But the walk-
wayisyettobecompleted and
its construction is rather
facilitating the grabbers.

Following a wnt the High
Court on February 15, 2000
served an injunction and gave
directives to Rajuk for removing
the earth used for filling the lake
betweenRds118-123location.

Moreover, the Supreme
Court in 1998 gave a judge-
ment not to fill any parts of
the lake for the purpose of
building roads and houses
and not to disturb the green-
ery of the natural lake under

any circumstances.
Butno-one seems to obey
the court orders atall.
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Pakistan terms US
drone strikes 'futile’
PM's adviser claims Laden
is in Afghanistan

Ml' London

Claiming that no top al-
Qaeda leader is present
inside its territory, Pakistan
has termed the continuous
US drones attacks in its
lawless' tribal areas along
the Afghanistan border as
‘futile'.

The Pakistan Prime
Minister's Adviser on
Interior Affairs, Rehman
Malik, has claimed that
neither bin Laden nor any
'big fish' of al-Qaeda were
presentin Pakistan.

Malik said Laden could
not have escaped the
Pakistan Army if he hap-
penedto beinthe country,

"If Osama was in Pakistan,
we would know, with all the
thousands of troops we have
sent into the tribal areas in
recent months,” The Times
quoted Malik, as saying.

He claimed that bin
Laden is hiding in
Afghanistanitself.

"According to our infor-
mation, Osama is in
Afghanistan, probably
Kunar, as most of the activi-
ties against Pakistan are
being directed from Kunar,"
said Malik.

Malik insisted that the
drone strikes were a waste of
time, as the al-Qaeda leader-
ship was in eastern
Afghanistan.

"They're getting mid-
level people not big fish. And
they are counterproductive
because they are killing
civilians and turning locals

against our government, We
try to win people's hearts,
then one drone attack drives
them away, " he said.

Malik's statement came a
day after a US Senator asked
Islamabad to accept its "tacit
approval of the drone hits.

Senator Carl Levin, told a
Congressional hearing that
the artacks would not have
taken place without the "tacit
approval’ of the Pakistani
leadership, so it was wrong
on Islamabad's partto blame
the US for the missile hits.

"For them to look the
other way or to give us the
green light privately and
then to attack us publicly
leaves us, it seems to me, at a
very severe disadvantage
and loss with the Pakistani
people,” said Levin.

Officials said that despite
Pakistan's double faced atti-
tude on the issue, the US is
working to develop a new
strategy to reduce stirring
tension between both the
countries.

Pakistan has been
criticising the Obama
administration for the drone
strikes against the insurgents
inthe tribal areas, saying that
the attacks are proving
‘counterproductive’ in its
war on terror, as they had
killed far more civilians than
militants.

Official Pakistani sources
claimed that since 2006, the
drones have killed 700 civil-
ians and only 14 militants.

Jackson was murdered

FROM PAGE 16

anyone is worth that much
money, there are always
greedy people around them. |
said to my family a month ago,
'He's never going to.make itto
London’. He was worth more
dead than alive.”

Murder under Californian
law can include killings that
are not premeditated.

[a Toya accused a "shad-
owy" group of cutting her
sibling off from his family and
friends and forcing him to sign
up for 50 comeback concerts
at London's O2 Arena, shows
billed "ThisIsIt".

They saw him as a "cash
cow" and "got him hooked on
drugs... I think it shocked his
system so much it killed him,"
she claimed.

"l am not going to stop
until I find out who is respon-
sible. Why did they keep the
family away? It's not about
money. I want justice for
Michael. I won't rest until I
find out what -- and who --
killed my brother."

La Toya said Jackson was
found in the bedroom of his
physician Doctor Conrad
Murray.

"Michael walked from his
room-'to "Doétbr Murrdy"s
roont. Whathappened in there
we don'tknow, " she said.

La Toya said she was driv-
ing to see Jackson in hospital
when her mother screamed
down the phone: "He's dead!".

"I nearly crashed my car,”
she said. "My legs went weak...
They took me up to the area
where Michael had been
taken. Mother was crying and
Michael's kids were crying."

She also claimed jewellery
was missing from his house
and no cash was found,
despite the fact he regularly
kept more than a million
dollars around.

La Toya said the family had
an open coffin viewing before
the public memorial in Los
Angeles' Staples Centre arena.

She put one of his sequined
gloves in the coffin, while his

daughter Paris, 11, put a one
half a heart-shaped "mood
necklace" around his wrist,
keeping the other piece.

La Toya said it was Paris's
ideatospeakat thermemorialy/

Of Jackson's children, she
said Paris wanted to be an
entertainer, Prince Michael
was "assertive”, while Blanket
was "very funny, a real prank-
ster like his father."

La Toya said her brother
would "absolutely not" be laid
to rest at his Neverland ranch
and added that Jackson's
brain, removed in the autopsy,
had been putbackin his body.

La Toya said Jackson
wanted to give up music and
become a film director.

"The first one was to be a
horror film called 'Thriller',”
she said. "'This Is It' really was
the end. He didn't want to
perform any more."

She said Jackson updated
his will roughly every five
years, "so we expect another
one to emerge from 2007".
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14 other traders in the area

for paying Tk 5 lakh each.
After the shooting, the

gang made another phone

call to Kalam saying that the
earlier threat was not fake as

they showed their strength
by making the attack yester-
day.

They also threatened

@he Baily Star
Extortionists shoot two

Kalarn that they will keep
close watch on his move-
ment.

Kalam said "On Friday 1
received the first cellphone
call from extortionist
Miabhai who asked me to
pay him Tk 75 lakh from 15
scrapshopsinthe area.”

He said "1 refused his
demand saying that scrap

traders do not have such
amount of money even
counting their capital.”
Officer-in-Charge Kazi
Wajed Ali of Badda Police
Station told The Daily Star
that the incident might have
occurred following the

extortion issue or past
enmity,

KCC councillor gunned down

FROM PAGE 1
Shahid, a director of Khulna

Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, was rushed to
Khulna Medical College
Hospital where the on-duty
doctors declared him dead
atabout 1:50am,

KMC Principal KP Sarker
said he succumbed to his
wounds at the operating
theatre.

KCC Mayor Abdul
Khaleque condemned the
murder and said Shahid was
dedicated to ongoing evic-
tion drives against the
encroachers some of whom
belong to the ruling party,
BNP and also the adminis-
tration,

Khulna Metropolitan
Police Commissioner
Helaluddin Badri said noth-
ing could be said for certain
until the probe into the
incident is completed.

Drives are being conducted
to arrest the killers who
were two or three in num-
ber, he added.

The officer-in-charge of
Khulna Police Station said
no case was filed in connec-
tion with the murder.

Shahid's namaz-e-
janaza was held at 4:00pm
on Nagar Bhaban com-
pound. Later, his body was
taken to the party office
where hundreds of party
leaders and activists paid
homage to the slain Jubo
Leagueleader.

Leaders and activists of
Khulna district and city
Awami League brought out
a procession at about
11:30am demanding arrest
ofthe murderers.

Joint forces arrested
Shahid last year on charge
of extortion. Later, he was
released on bail.

Meanwhile, Khulna
district and city AL
announced a nine-day
programme to mourn his
death.

The programme include
hoisting black flags at all
party offices in the district,
a protest rally at Shahid
Hadis Park, protest proces-
sions, doa mehfil and
human chain at Picture
Palace Cinema intersection
in the city.

Separate memorandums
will be handed over to the
Khulna deputy commis-
sioner and the KMP com-
missioner on July 19. A
protest rally will also be
held at 12:00noon on July
20, said a pressrelease.

It also said the second
namez-e-janaja of the slain
leader will be held after Asar
prayers tomorrow at Darul
Ulum Madrasain the city.

Continue fight against graft

FROM PAGE 1
Saying that there should be
no compromise with cor-
ruption, the president
observed that all are equal
in the eyes of law and urged
the ACC chairman to
uphold the rule of justice.
Later, Golam Rahman
told the awaiting journal-
ists that he would need
three months time as prep-

aration for doing, his new,
taskin full swing, |

"But during these three

months, the ACC will con-
tinue to follow its regular
task," he said.

Rahman said the presi-
dent assured him of pro-

tion to ACC for eradicating
corruption from the coun-
try.

Expressing his gratitude
to the president for keeping
confidence in him, the ACC
chairman also assured the
president that he would
discharge his duties impar-
tiallyand in a fairmanner.

Replying to a question,
the ACC chief said the
commissio 12k
legal meas&e! in c!se n}
any specific allegation
againstanybody.

"Everybody is equal to
the eyes of law and all
activities will be scruti-
nised,” he said, adding that

cificand it will take steps as
per the laws,

Asked whether the cases
stayed by the High Court
would be revived, Rahman
said the law would take its
own course and there
would be no exception in
such cases.

Replying to another
query, he said the ACC does
not feel any pressure from

a inc ul
itsh against co tio

Secretary to the
President's Office
Mohammad Shafiul Alam
and President's Press
Secretary Abdul Awal
Howlader were present

viding all sorts of coopera- the ACC laws are very spe- during the meeting.
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