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PHOTO. STAR

Repair work at the damaged portion of Sirajganj Town Protection Embankment at Swashanghat is going
onin full swing to avert amajor disaster. Authorities expect completion of the task within 48 hours.

SIRAJGAN] EMBANKMENT

Work on with hope
to finish repair
within 48 hours

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Sirajganj

Local people and army, police
and Rab personnel joined
hands with around 400 work-
ers of the Water Development
Board (WDB) to repair the
damaged portion of Sirajgan)
town protection embankment.

They are placing sand bags,
bricks, stones, blocks and
other materials at the erosion
point to protect the remaining
portion of the embankment
from erosion.

Around 200 metres of the
town protection embankment
at Swashanghat point on the
western bank of the river
Jamuna collapsed on Friday

due to onrush of water from
upstream.

People living near the
erosion area shifted their
houses and other belonging to
safer places fearing further
erosion.

Though the authorities
concerned have claimed that
the situation is now under
control, the locals still fear a
major disaster.

Fisheries and Livestock
Minister Abdul Lauf Biswas,
Water Resource Minister
Ramesh Chandra Sen,
Director General (DG) of the
Water Development Board
(WDB) Abul Kalam
Mohammad Azad and other
officials yesterday visited the

spot. They asked the officials
concerned to take necessary
steps to protect the remaining
portion of the town protection
embankment.

They claimed the situation is
now under control as they have
all kinds of logistic supports.
The ministers and the officials
concerned also assured the
locals of completing the repair
work by the next48 hours.

Nizamul Huq Bhuian,
executive engineer of WDB,
said the situation is now under
control. “We are working hard
to repair the damaged portion
of the embankment and also
taking necessary measures to
protect the embankment from
erosion in the future,” he said.
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10 hurt as AL

men attack
BNP rally

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Bogra

Atleast 10 people were injured
as Awami League activists
attacked a BNP rally at
Nandigram upazila headquar-
ters yesterday,

Local BNP called the meet-
ing to protest attack on its
lawmaker Mostafa Ali Mukul
allegedly by AL activists at
Kahalu upazila headquarters
onThursday.

The AL men also damaged
the car of Mukul, a parliament
member from Nandigram-
Kahalu constituency.

When contacted, district
AL President Momtaz Uddin
declined to say anything
about the incident.

Officer-in-charge (0OC)
of Nandigram Police
Station said no case in
connection with the attack
on BNP rally was filed with
the police station as of
8:00pm yesterday.

Rivals reject
Pabna BNP
convening
committee

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Leaders and activists of a
faction of Pabna BNP yester-
day rejected the 71-member
district convening committee,
saying that the dedicated
leaders have not been
included in the committee.

They made the announce-
ment at a press conference at
local press club yesterday. Seven
leaders of the faction, who have
been included in the full-
pledged committee formed on
July 6, were also present at the
conference and refused to be
included in the body:.

They are Abdus Samad
Khan Montu, Saiful Islam
Badsha, Monwarul Islam
Firoz, SM yakub Ali Swapan,
Abu Bakar Siddique, Nur
Mohammed Masum and
Mosabbir Hossain Sonju.

Leaders of the faction
urged the party high com-
mand to review the committee

and demandet withdrawal of:+

expulsion of Kamrul Hassan
Mintu, former organising
secretary of the district unit.

Internal feud of Pabna
district BNP surfaced anew
after the central committee
declared a new convening
committee on June 9 with
Engineer Habibur Rahman
Totaas convenor.

QUAZI AMANULLAH, Khulna

Food crisis in the Sundarbans is forcing
tigers to enter human habitations as
herbivorous animals, especially deer, see
agradual decrease there,

Adverse impact of climate change,
environment pollution, infiltration of
saline water and tdal surges is also
threatening blodiversity of the forest,

forest officials said,

As natural growth of trees, herbs and
grass Is disturbed due to infiltration of
saline water in the coastal areas includ-
ing a large part of the Sundarbans, her-
bivorous animals are decreasing and
tigers enter human habitations in search
of food, said Mihir Kumar Dey, divisional
forest officer of Sundarbans Forest

Division (SFD).

Over two crore people living around
the coastal belts will also bear the brunt
of adverse impact of climate change and

food crisis if top priority is not given to

check environment pollution, said

another high official of SFD.

Climate change and food crisis is also
causing behavioural change of animals

SALINITY DESTROYING SUNDARBANS PIANTS

Tigers enter villages for shortage
of herbivorous animals

in the forest while frequent cyclonic
storms and tidal surges appear as threat
to deer and tigers, said an official of the
Environment Directorate in Khulna.

Six bank staff sued

Tigers' tendency to come out of forest
noticeably increased after cyclonic
storms Sidr and Aila, DFO Mihir Kumar
said.

During the last two weeks, people in
Satkhira district beat dead two tigers as
they entered villages in search of food
and injured a few people..

According to a census carried out

from February 26 to March 3 in 2003,
there were 419 tigers in the Sundarbans.
Theseinclude 170 tigresses.

According to sources of Sundarbans
Forest Division, 145 tigers died due to
several reasons since independence,

Since 2001, 26 tigers in the
Sundarbans Forest Division died due to
various reasons.

A few of them were beaten dead by
people after the animals entered locali-
ties insearch of food.

Forest officials should start awareness
campaign among the people to protect
biodiversity of the forest, said Rafiqul
Islam, director of NGO Rupantar.

Meanwhile, five tranquilliser guns of
the forest department have remained out
oforder forlong, DFO Mihir Kumar said.

for embezzlement | EASEENEENIZIIE

Extortionists attack house

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

A depositor has filed a case
with Nilphamari Chief Judicial
Magistrate's Court against six
Rupali Bank officials in con-
nection with misappropriat-
ing deposited money from
Saidpur branch of the bank.

Assistant General Manager
of the bank's Rangpur regional
office, manager of Saidpur
branch and four others have
been madeaccused in the case
filed by Meherunnesa, wife of
rice trader Mozammel Haque
of Khata Modhupur village of
Saidpurupazila.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Forman Ali, an official of
Saidpur branch of Rupali Bank,
persuaded Mozammel Haque to
open a Rupali Deposit Pension
Scheme (RDPS) account in

SARplifbranchof thé bank toget”

a ' handsome profit’.

After opening a ten-year-
term RDPS account(No 1151) in
2000 in the name of his wife
Meherunnesa, Mozammel
began to deposit Tk 10 thou-
sand every month and thus he
deposited Tk 10.80 lakh in 108
months (9 years) in that
account, goes the case state-

ment In each month receipt
was taken whenever the money
was deposited, itadded.

After incurring loss in busi-
ness, Mozammel recently went
to draw the money with due
profit from the account but the
bank officials concemed told
him that there was no such
account (No 1151) under the
RDPS scheme in his wife'sname.

The account holder,
Meherunnesa recently lodged a
case with the Chief Judicial
Magistrate's Court in
Nilphamari accusing the six
bankofficials.

When contacted, Abu Taher
Prodhan, manager of Rupali
Bank Saidpur branch, said,
“The matter might be an act of
forgery by an organised group.
The complainant opened an
account No 15 under RDPS-2
scheme in 2007 to deposit Tk
500/ each month. According to'
bank records, only Tk 1500 was
deposited in the account in
three months. The complain-
ant never opened any account
under RDPS scheme with
account No 1151 in 2000. They
rubbed the writings of the
passbook of RDPS-2 scheme to
show it as a passbook of the
accountclaimed.”
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Criminals exploded bombs at a house Friday night after the
housemaster refused to pay the amount demanded by them.

According to police, a local gang demanded Tk 3 lakh from
Sona Mia, amedicine trader a few days ago at Arpara village in

Gangni upazila of Meherpur. Sona is too poor to pay the toll

but the gang threatened him with dire consequences. On
Friday night, the gang stormed into his house and blasted
several bombs. None was injured in the incident. A case was |
filed with Gangni police station yesterday.

Three train robbers held '

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Passengers caught three robbers red-handed yesterdayin a
compartment of the Lalmonirhat bound local train at
Shingimari under Badarganj upazila. Police said the rob-
bers boarded the train in the morning and stabbed one
Siddique and threw him out of the train at Darshana as he
refused to give them money. Atone stage the passengers of
the compartrrent caught three of the robbers and handed
them over to police when the train reached Rangpur rail-

way station.

10 held forrape,acid attack

STAFF CORESPONDENT, Sylhet

Companiganj police arrested 10 people in two separate
cases of gangrape and acid attack. They were sent to the jail

Friday afternoon. Police said, six miscreants broke into the
house of Abdul Quadir at village Telikhal Lamadeksi and
allegedly raped his wife Rabeya Begum, 25, early Thursday.
Quadir who was out of the house that nigh
morning filed a case under Women and Children

t, on Friday

Repression Elimination Act. The same day police arrested
Zafar Miah, Asabuddin, Ebadur Rahman, Nuruzzaman,
Rais Uddin and Nizamuddin on rape charge. In the other
incident, four people were held on Thursday night on
charge of hurling acid on three stone quarry labourers at
Aziruddin's colony in Dayarbazaer area early July 7.
Arrestees are Zainal Abedin, his brothers Farid Uddin, Azir

Uddin and Dulal Miah.
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PHOTO: CHEVRON

Chevron Bangladesh officials pose with stipend recipients
under Bibiyana Scholarship Programme 2009 at Nadampur
High School recently. The energy company has arranged sti-
pend for 300 students of nine educational institutions.

Boy abducted a month *
ago yet to be rescued

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Sirajganj

A schoolboy abducted for
ransom from Bahirgola areain
the town a month ago is yet to
be rescued.

Although police have
arrested four people, they
failed to gather any clue to the
whereabouts of Sampad
Kumar Shil alias Tanmoy, 13, a
class six student of
Janadayinee High School in
the town.

Tanmoy's father Swapan
Kumar Shil is a local rice
trader.

Victim's family sources said, a
gang picked up Tanmoy on June
9 from their backyard when he
was standing there at around
8.00 pmafter poweroutage.

The next day, the abductors
demanded Tk 5 lakh as ran-
som over cell phone and
threatened to kill the boy if his
parents fail to pay the amount,
The abductors also warned

them of dire consequences of
informing the matter to
police.

Victim's uncle Bidhan
Chandra Shil, also a rice
trader, lodged a case with
Sirajganj Sadar police station
in this connectionon June 11.

The officer-in-charge (OC)
of the police station asked SI
Moshiur Rahman to investi-
gate the case. But the victim's
family members alleged little
progress in investigation
saying there is hardly any
move yel to rescue the boy.

Contacted, OC Azad, how-
ever. told the Daily Star that
police have ul.read;l Tthm:
four suspected people
connection and are trying to

rescue Tanmoy. &
Meanwhile, the victim's

members the
fear that the abductors mn); I:illf
the for non- ent 0
mns:;b;.y‘lheydemmwune-
diate move to rescue Tanmoy
and arrest the abductors.
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